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t Shelton and sniciot wera C>n oppo~. · .. · years 1\fterward was elected ,jus- lice- court .nn'd .the handcults removed · ·· 'A lawyer told ' 

sides of. a: brush he.ap,. beside of Uce. ot the pe&.ce, serving In t~ui.t cap a- from b'ls wrists.· . . . . . . . . tblrig; or ·do, ;'anY,tl 
•Ch: Shelton was found dying, and citY. for .. fifteen. yeJirs.· He was. one• of In a few minutes· Judge Gllicsple o·r~ repll~d to all querl£· 
t. Smoot ftred·upon a covey of birds. :the ftrilt mem.bets of·•tb& Bo~rd ·of dered·hhri to,stimd up before the bar ntors<were compell 
tCh rose. from cover. · The , charge' Cour,t,Y SuperVisors, acting ~a- chair·, ln. 6rdel' that the ·charge might lie read. selves. baffled,. 
lentty was ftrecl at vei-)".close range,· man •. and also served as sherlft>of Dee to him.· : · . · •· .. · . · · . • •. . · >A. 'vinah 
there. Is. im opening on. the right Molries !X)Unty •. ·In etrly Ute a; .whtg; : Anderson shultled:tO the positional- :'Mrs; Linter Is Btl 

l .of .the· dead man'll head an: Inch·. at the organtza.UOtU>f the' republican lotted:·.to hhn and County .Attorney Durllngton·,o hosptt. 
I.a. half hl. diameter whlle on the pa_rtybe·Jotned~hat·l)ody •. , -'· .•·. Clark .asked ·him It hls.natrie \vas .qUiet nlght:··and· 
er side or the he&Jt)tbt skull Is 'torn . Squire. Wilcox hac,l·~~o fund. of. Inter- Georgi! Anderson;. ·. · ·. . . · · .-: · qutte sanguine· on 
I rely :away. . . ·· · · :· · ·· J<riowledge of. the· early .. ·settl~· :~·Yes; sir," answered the prisoner, In· ery, providing I rift, 
·moot· w~ui fotind · some time after of this 11ectlon,. and. hts ·rrlerids gruff tones. · · · · barasi her wound• 

.shootlnc,· rltntilng' back .and forth were often eriterialned .. wlth his rernhl· ., Tb •. Int~&-m·atlon, · . . . wondertut·· tortiUi.tct 
a. country r.oad near wher~,the ~r- lsc~nces or ploneer.da:ya,· H«1 was per- · M Cl k 1 · her atrllctlon and h,, 

1' took place; .-h~; was. ,wlldly wav· sonally acquainted with Black. Hawk· · · r. a.r t len pr~eeded.to react the 0\it with the. bravet ; ·a·· ·m. B. '.an.d} e-hi"'' nut .. ·.at.:.· tb•· th. I!·~ tam. oua·•:.Indlan· e··hle .. f, w· ho··· .. ·W"" ·.a' lnforr.Qatlon,. charging ~the ·defendant These .. li.ttrlbutes ·, 
., & r ... .... 'wl~.,mttrder,·as follows: . ·,.,, ·. 

• . ··.· ta voice.·: Emmett.· Enitow frequent vlstto~ •at his '_house fn earir. ; .. ·:•the deteridant; Geo'rS\t. Anderson; Is favor In her strug 
m(l htm. and. atter .. se.v~l trials h9 times. ', . ' .. ·. .. ... ·· ... ;.: . '. ' \· .. ~~-.' ' accuied. ·.or. the. crime· of murder: for women placed tn .... ., 
:ce~ed Jn)earnl!;t.g.,trom Smoot that· · · •:. .:;e· tuneral. wm. 'be iiet(Wednesday that~. the said def~ndailt on. or about 'the ·have·· no 1

· doub,•, 'I 
1)(1 'OM'ih.d ~eo.'.kllled·;·~i.HfJ,.cocn-· mot;llng at 'ten.'o'()lock,· troin.the film.,; 29th ,.day· 'of •·:November;··,)900, ·at-'the ',.· >·~ '\ •,• .. :' 
•need a;search.and tater round.·Sb'e"~ .ny.;home; ·· Dr~::wm.: Batter •:wl.lt. c'on> · ' · · · ·. ·Potio~A~;:c. ,, tow~ablp and . City of,: ·B\Ji'llngton,: tn · · 
t·.tyhig ... beside. :a brushheap.:: The- duQt the service.:· ' · · · · ·· · · · Des Moines .county; Iowa.. being then .: Chter·i~mberger 1 

1n ,was apparen~Y. dead~ and,~Eiiato\v ·:.' ,·'' . .' : 0~ w.·.Ta~~son~·· :. ·· ... ·;.-. a'n~ere.armed·wtth I' d«!adly~eapon lng : . .fetter ·or co 
,'!:·_e'tt~:;rm· bou~~ waa ~up- · • Y~~lerd~Y.: afternoon. at, .tour ·:~;Citi~k ·~-~·\t: .'.'a. revolver, befng ·: the'h :and ·~~. :.~f :Ahern~ o(th• 
R_,..__. __ , __ .. .·. . ~be, death. 9f:·C. w. Jackson, the~-:~:)oaded .,lith .powder and:'II!Gden '<'' ·: ... ·.,..··.~.U·J 

t..-n~-.1.;..'-"t .. J...". L."--'· ;.'-.~ --lA ,._..; __ •A _.,.A __ .· \c! 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

0 

-OF-

DES MOINES COUNTY, I ow A 
CONTAININC 

Full Page Portraits and Biographical Sketches of Prominent 
and Representative Citizens of the County, 

TOCETHER WITH 

PORTRAITS AND BlOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE GOVERNORS OF THE STATE, AND 

OF THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CHICAGO: 

ACME PUBLIHHING COMPANY. 
1888. 

i 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

\ 
) 

,, 
_.._ \ ... 

-----~:;;:::-----

668 DJ<;S l\IO!~ES COUNTY. 

lie school system, when that system needeci friencis, 
and establlshed it on snell a firm anrl enrluring basis 
that the Inrlependent School Distl'ict of Burlington 
to-day ranks as one of the best, not only in Iowa, 
but throughout the Uniteci States. He died highly 
respected as a citizen and helci in high esteem by a 

. warm circle of friends. 

lfl~ ON .. FRANKLIN WILCOX, now living a 
1 ~ retil·ed life in Burlington. Iowa, was born 
~ in Adrlison County, Vt., June 24, 18IO,and 
fQ) is a sou of Pliny anci Mary (Remele) Wil­

cox. Pliny Wilcox was a native of Litchfield, 
Conn., of Welsh descent. though the family resided 
in this countr·y during Colonial clays. His w:ife was 
a native of Rhode Island, of, Holland cfescent. The 
subject of this sketch was taken to Portage County, 
Ohio, in early childhoorl by his parents, later re­
moving to Mectina County, anrl from there to Iowa_ 
in 1836, locating in what was known as the Half­
Breecf Tr·act, in Lee County, where he purchasecf 
about 2,000 acres of lanrl. During the winter of 
1838 he sold his land anci went to Illinois. locating 
at Commerce, aftet·ward called Nauvoo. He re­
turned to Lee County, Iowa, about the year 1841, 
ancf in 1845 located in Union Township, Des 
Moines County, engaging in fat·ming until 1863, 
when he took up his residence in Burlington, since 
making this city his home. In 1861 Mr. Wilcox 
had the honor of being elected to the State Legisla­
ture. und tht·ee year·s afterward was elected Justice 
of the Peace, serving in that capacity for fifteen 
years. He was one of the first members of the 
Board of County Supervisors, acting as Chairman, 
and,also served as Sheriff of Des Moines County, 
In earlier life a Whig, at the organization of the 
Republican par,ty he joined that body. 

On the 18th of April, 1832, Mr. Wilcox was 
united in marl'iage with Miss Maria Johnson, daugh­
ter of Samuel Johnson. She was a native of Addi­
~on County, yt., and to them were born two sons. 
Henry F., the eider, mn.rried Miss Harriet Herlges, 
and now resides on a far·m near Gladstone, Ill •. 
His wife died in 1879, leaving a family of three 

childr·en, two sons anrl one rlnughter. When the 
Rebellion broke out in 1861, he was one of the 
first to <Afer his services in defense of the Union, 
enlisting in 1\fay. 1861, in Company K. 33d Illinois 
Infantt·y. After serving tht·ee years. the Rebellion 
still not ended. he again enlisted, and served until 
the close of the war·. participating in all the engage­
ments in which his regiment took part, forttinately 
escaping without injury. Pliny, the second son, 
gave his life to his countr·y. In October, 1862, he 
enlisted in the 1st Iowa Cavalry, Company C, went 
with his regiment to the front. anti died at Bloom­
field, Mo .• July 19, 1863, from rlisease contr·ac.ted 
while in the service. 

Mrs. Wilcox died in 1844, and in 1845 1\Ir. Wil­
cox married Miss Harriet 'Eliza Weeks, a daughter 
of John M. Weeks, of Salisbur·y, Vt., who was a. 
direct descendant of John Alden and Priscilla 1\lul­
leris, who came to America in the "Maytlowe.t·,'' in 
1620. · By the second marriage h~ has three daugh­
ters: Maria, now the wirlow of Hiram Pat·ker, lives 
in California; Mary I<~., at home; and Harriet L., 
now the wife of Dr·. Samuel E. Nixon, of Burling­
ton. 

With the exception of the time spent at Nauvoo, 
Mr. Wilcox has been ·a r~ident. of Iowa for more 
than a half-century, forty-seven years of which time 
he has been a citizen of Des l\Ioines Qounty. At 
one time, and while a resident of that county, he 
was pet·sonally acquainted with every man in Lee 
County. The changes that he has lived to witness 
ar·e wonderful indeed. When he first settled in 
Iowa there were in all the TerritOI'J' but 10,000 in­
habitants, to-day there are upwat•d of 21000,000. 
Railroarls were then 1\nknown, to~day every county 
seat of the ninety and nine has its railroad. Bur­
lington was then a straggling village, now it is the 
metropolis of Eastern Iowa. Improvements are 
upon every hand, the waste places have been made 
smooth, anrl the whole land has "been made to blos­
som as the rose." In all the stirring events that 
have t1·anspired in the fifty-two years, Mr. Wilcox 
has not been an idle observer, but an active partici­
pant. 

In his religious views, Mr. Wilcox is liberal, not 
being identifierl with any church, thougi.J he was 
reat·ed under the religious instr·uction of the Con~ ' } 
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gregational Church, of which boily his daughters 
are members, his wife being a member of the Epis­
copal Church. As a pioneer, as a citizen, one who 
loves his country and his fellowmen, Mr. Wilcox 
enjoys the confidence and respect of all who know 
him. 

J N . .McGOHAN is a prominent farmer of 
Danville Township residing on section 23. 
It _is a lamentable fact that so much of the 
ea1·ly history of men of note in this co~nty 

is unobtainable. Daniel McGohan, the father of 
our subject, was left an or-phan at ·an t!arly age, his 
father dying before Daniel wa."' born, and the mother 
a short time afterward. The father of Daniel Me­
Goban was born in Irdand, and after coming to 
America ·wedded .Mrs. Hutson, a widow. Both had 
been marrier! previously, and Daniel was the young­
est ebild of the second maniage. His birth oc­
CUlTed iu Pennsylvania. in which State his parents 
lived. Left among stt·angers when_a mere child, he 
was carerl for in a measure by a family named Col­
lins for a few years, then became an inmate of Mr. 
Wells' family, with whom he remained until his 
fourteenth yea.•·, when he began the battle of life 
alone. With the whole world before -him, and a 
pair of strong arms to begin the struggle, Daniel 
sought employment, and the next authentic account 
of him begins with him leaving the Wells family, 
who then lived nea1· Maysville, Ky. His brother 
Peter and himself left together, and engaged with 
a fa.rmet· for a few months m another part of the 
county, and thus, being employed at anything that 
could he secured, both grew to manhood. neither 
having an opportunity for education, and having 
the grim fact staring them in the face of being com­
pelled to fight their way alone in a worlrl not always 
friendly. There ·were other half-brothers and sis­
te•·s, only one of whom, Hutson, who resided for a 
long while in Clermont County, Ohio, and died 
there, can be mentioned. Peter became separated 
fwm his brother Dauiel before either was mat·ried. 
Tlte brothers worked upon a keelboat, and made 
sevel'!ll trips, going down the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers as far as Natchez, Miss., retuming on foot 

I~ ;. through the wildemess to the place of starting. 
~ . 

Upon the last trip Peter decided to go to New Or­
leans, and Lidding his brother good-by, they separ­
ated never to meet again, as Peter was not heard 
from, and pet·haps died in the Southern country. By 
hard work Oaniell\IcGohan saved money enough to 
purchase a small farm in Bracken County, Ky., hav­
ing pt·eviously marl"ied a Miss Phrebe Insloe. They 
became the parents of four children: Jemima, wife 
of Harrison Ellis; ~arab, wife of Richard Golds­
but·y; Mat·y anrl Joseph both died in childhood. 
After the death of his first wife Mr .. McGohan mar­
ried Lydia Dunn, and fourteen children wet·e born. 
The family removed to Clermont County, Ohio, 
about 1821:!, where the husband purchased a farm, 
anrl during the t·emainrler of their lives the parents 
were residents of that county. The fathet-, who 
was bom Mat·ch 4, 171:!3, rlied April 6, 1871, aged 
eighty-eight. His wife, who in life was a true and 
faithful companion, preceded him fotu days, hav­
ing n~ached her eighty-first yeat-. Dani.el McGohan 
enlisted as a soldier in the W~r of 1812, hut an_at­
tack of illness kept him from going. He secured a 
substitute, and after recovery presented himself 
fot· duty, but the substitute refused to give up the 
place, and so he retumed to his farm and family. 

Of their fom·teen children six are living: Phrebe 
is the wife of Absalom Wood, a fat·mer of Cler­
mont County, Ohio; Andrew J., residing. in the 
same county, is the husband of Lucinda Thomp­
son; James Nelson, our subject; Martha A., wife 
of Alex P. Henning, a fat•mer of Bt·own County, 
Ohio; Hemy J. married Lucinda Musgrove, and 
after her death Sarah Thompson, and they a1·e also· 
residents of Clermont County, Ohio; Elijah .• a 
farmer of Brown County, Ohio, is the husband of 
Haniet Thompson, a cousin of Sarah. 

James N. McGohan, our subject, was born Aug. 
3, 18:23, in Bracken County, Ky., and being reared 
in the midst of a lat·ge family, upon a farm, he 
secured a meager education during his boyhood. 
Remaining at home until fully of age, his first trip 
into the world was an event of importance to him. 
Possessing a good horse, the young man mounted 
him, after bidding his friends ancl relatives aclieu, 
an<l Dec. 25, 1845, he turned his face toward the 
West, being the possessor of $25.7 5 in cash, and the 
horse he rode. Making easy rides, and stopping a 
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On the 29th of November, r 883, 1\1r. Leicht was united in mar­
riage to Miss Annie K. Klein, of Burlington, who was educated in the 
parochial schools of this city. She holds membership in St. John's 
Catholic church and take~ a most active and helpful interest in its 
work. By her marriage she has become the mother of two daughters: 
Anna H. and Blanch P., both of whom graduated from the parochial 
and high schools of Burlington and are accomplished musicians. 
Mr. Leicht is identified with several fraternal and club organizations, 
belonging to the Eagles, the :Moose, the Gobblers, the Carthage Lake 
Fishing Club and the Silver Lake Club. He is a communicant of 
the Catholic church. In politics he is a democrat and is always inter­
ested in the city's welfare, cooperating in many movements for its 
material improvement. 

FRANKLIN \VILCOX. 

At a period when it was as common to see Indians as it is today to 
see representatives of European nationalities Franklin \Vilcox be­
came a resident of Iowa. He did not remain permanently following 
his arrival in r837 but after a few years took up his abode in Burling­
ton, where he remained to the time of his death. He witnessed the 
events which characterized the most remarkable period in the history 
of Iowa-that which transformed it from a great broad prairie 
region, unsettled and uncultivated, into one of the populous states of 
the Union, leading in the vanguard of civilization. 

1\Jr. Wilcox was born in \Vhiting, Vermont, June 24-, r8ro, a son 
of Pliny and lV1ary (Remele) vVilcox, the former a native of· Litch­
field, Connecticut, of \Velsh descent, and the latter of Rhode Island, 
of Holland descent. In I 8 I 3 they removed tq the \V estern Reserve, 
settling in what is now Copley, Ohio. There the father died and the 
mother spent her last days in Burlington at the home of her son 
Franklin, who was but fourteen years of age at the time of his father's 
death. The children of Pliny and 1\lary ( Remele) Wilcox were 
four in number: Phi lora, who became the wife of Peter Starr and 
was thereafter a resident of Akron, Ohio; Elizabeth, the wife of Dr. 
Isaac Galland, with whom she made the trip across the plains to Cali­
fornia ·with ox teams in r852; John R., who attended the \Vest Point 
.Military Academy and after his graduation spent his life in the army, 
being for a time commander of Fort Edward, Illinois, where ,he 

I 
I 

·I 
I 
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passed away; and Franklin. The mother's death occurred in Fort 
1\Iadison at the home of her daughter, l\1rs. Galland, July r8, 1849. 
Dr. Galland \vas a very prominent factor in settling difficulties con­
cerning what was known as the Half Breed Tract land troubles. 

Following his father's death Franklin Wilcox returned to Ver­
mont and resided for a time with an uncle. At the age of nineteen he 
took up the profession of school-teaching in the Green Mountain 
state and when about twenty years of age he was united in marriage 
to .\I iss .\!aria Johnson. They afterward went to Ohio and one night 
when they were attending church their house with all of its contents 
was destroyed by fire. The year r836 witnessed their arrival in Iowa 
and they located in Lee county, purchasing two thousand acres of 
land of what was known as the Half Breed Tract. In r838 Mr. 
vVilcox sold his land and went to Commerce, afterward called 
N am·oo, Illinois, but in r8+r returned to Lee county, Iowa, and took 
up his abode in l\Iontrose, \vhere he conducted a store. Every evi­
dence of pioneer life ·was to be seen. The work of settlement and 
improvement had scarcely been begun in the state and the Indians 
far outnumbered the white settlers. l\1r. Wilcox became acquainted 
with Black Hawk, who left all of his belongings with l\1r. Wilcox 
when he went to \Vashington, D. C., to see the president. At differ­
ent periods the Indian chief spent considerable time with his white 
friend . .\Ir. \Vilcox described him as "a perfect man physically" and 
it \YaS evident that he responded to the kindness shmvn him on the 
part of his white brother. 

In r 839 .\Ir. \Vii cox established an extensive trading business 
\Yhich extended on the Ohio and .\Iississippi rivers between St. Louis 
and Cincinnati. He devoted about a year to that undertaking and on 
two different occasions he made trips between Vermont and Iowa on 
horseback. On one of these trips he led two horses in addition to the 
one which he rode all the way from New England to his western 
home. In October, r8+r, he made his way to Warsaw, Illinois, where 
he joined his brother, .\.Iajor John R. vVilcox, who was a West Point 
graduate, but later he returned again to Vermont. He lost his first 
wife in r8++ and in r8+S he was married a second time, Miss Harriet 
Eliza \Veeks, a native of the Green l\1ountain state, becoming his 
wife. Her father, John l\1. vVeeks, of Salisbury, Vermont, was a 
direct descendant of John Alden and Priscilla Mullins, who came to 
America as passengers on the l\1ayflower in r6zo. Mr. and Mrs 
'Vilcox made the trip to the Mississippi valley by way of the Erie 
canal and by river, one month being consumed en route. They spent 
the first winter in Keokuk and in the following spring, r846, Mr. 
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Wilcox purchased a farm six miles west of Burlington, on the upper 
Augusta road. With characteristic energy he began to clear the land 
and develop the fields and resided thereon until during the Civil war, 
in I863. He then sold his farm and removed to West Hill, where he 
remained until I 864, when he purchased \vhat has since been the fam-­
ily home at No. 7 I 5 :Maple street in Burlington. 

The remainder of his life was devoted to public service. He 
served for three years as a member of the state legislature and was 
appointed justice of the peace, a position which he occupied for fif­
teen years, making a most creditable record in office. His decisions, 
which were strictly fair and impartial, ''won golden opinions from 
all sorts of people," and he made an equally creditable record during 
the long years in which he served as Cnited States commissioner, 
which position he occupied to the time of his death, on the 3d of De­
cember, 1900, when he had reached the adnnced age of ninety and 
one-half years. His wife passed a\ny in 1895. when sn·enty-~ve 
years of age, and in their demise the county lost two of its most" orthy 
and highly esteemed pioneer resident5. 

By his first marriage .\lr. \Vilcox had three children. Henry F., 
born in r834, resided at Quincy, Illinois until his death, December 
26, 19 q. He enlisted in 2\lay, 1861, as a member of Company K, 
Thirty-third Illinois Infantry, sernd for three years, veteranized and 
remained with the army until the close of hostilities. He married 
Harriet Hedges, who died in r8;g, leaving two sons and a daughter. 
Pliny died in infancy. Pliny, the second of the name, \YaS born 
l\1arch 3, 1842, and in 1861 enlisted for service in the l'n ion arm:-· as 
a member of the First Iowa Cavalrv. He \YaS killed at Blnomfield, 
1\Jissouri, by the falling of a tree. while in the service. \vhen but 
nineteen years of age. By his second marriage .\lr. \Vilcm also had 
three children: 1\larie, who became the wife of Hiram Parker and 
died in California in April, 1901; .'\Iary Elizabeth, residing on the 
home place; and Harriet Lucy. the wife nf Dr. S. E. ::\i.\on, of 
Burlington. 

In his political vie\\S .'\Ir. \\·ilcn\ was an ardent \vhig and on the 
dissolution of that party he joined the ranks of the republican partv, 
with which he was identified until his demise. For a brief period he 
served as sheriff of Des ;\Joines county and in that position made a 
record as creditable as he did in the other offices which he filled. He 
was one of Iowa's first settlers, and his name is indelibly inscribed 
upon the pages of her history. He lived to see notable changes. 
When he first came to this state even the territorial organization had 
not been effected and it \vas some vears afterward before Iowa was 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

HISTORY OF DES MOINES COUNTY 273 

admitted to the Union. He took great pride in what was accom­
plished as the years went on and cooperated heartily in the work of 

general development and upbuilding. 

JOSEPH R. SUTTER. 

Gradually working his way upward and winning success which is 
the logical outcome of determination, close application and wise 
management, Joseph R. Sutter is now a well known druggist of Bur­
lington, his native city, where he has an interest in and conducts two 
of t~e leading drug establishments of the city. He was born April 14, 
1873. and is a son of Robert and Christina ( Dahlinger) Sutter. The 
wife and mother passed away in 1877 and the father afterward mar­
ried Anna l\Ieile, who, like her husband, was a native of Switzer­
land. Robert Sutter was a son of Ambrose and Amanza Sutter and 
in the land of the Alps was reared until, in company with his three 
brothers. Bonifaz, l\Ieenrad and Anton, he came to the United States. 
Not long afterward they were joined by their parents and all settled 
in Burlington. Robert Sutter was a cabinetmaker by trade and fol-
10\nd that pursuit for many years, leading a busy, active and useful 
life. He died in Burlington in 1901 and is survived by his widow. 
He had fin children, of whom three were born by the first marriage 
and two of the second, namely: Emma, who died in infancy; Joseph 
R .. of this review; Anna. the wife of Felix Rittler, of Burlington; 
Ida, who married Clarence Oakley, also of Burlington; and Robert, 
who is married and makes his home in this city. 

Reared in Burlington, Joseph R. Sutter pursued his education 
until he had mastered the branches of learning taught in the high 
school. He then sought employment and obtained a position in the 
Witte Drug Store, with which he was connected for fourteen years, a 
fact that indicates clearly his fidelity to duty as well as his capability. 
During that period he carefully saved his earnings until his industry 
and economical expenditures made him the possessor of capital suf­
ficient to enable him to embark in business independently. He then 
purchased the drug store of \Villiam Cochran, in the Tama building,. 
in 1903 and conducted it under his own name at No. 3 IO Third street . 
. \fter two vears he admitted Erwin Ludman to a partnership and a 
removal w~s made to Nos. 307-309 Third street. There the business 
was successfully conducted and in 1909 they opened a new store at No. 
403 Jefferson street, remaining proprietors of both stores to the pres-
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Welcome to RootsWeb.com 

Haystack 

Entries: 102396 Updated: 2009-01-05 17:53:36 UTC (Mon) 
Contact: John Ott 

With the exception of my immediate family (still living), I have entered into this database everything that I 
currently know about these individuals. Not all are directly related. Anyone born after the 1930 census has been 

excluded. 

,,~ ID: 1050069 
~ Name: Franklin WILCOX J 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 24 JUN 1810 in Whiting, Addison Co., VT 1 

• Death: 3 DEC 1900 in Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 1 
• Note: According to history of Des Moines County, IA, 
Franklin Wilcox was in the territory as early as 183 7. It is on 
record that he purchased 2,000 acres across the Mississippi near 
Commerce (Nauvoo) on March 14, 1837. The 1840 census 
shows him as a resident of Salisbury, VT, but by 1852 he is 
listed as a resident of Des Moines County, IA, through 1870. 

Father: t>liny WILCOX b: 6 JAN 1764 in Norfolk, Litchfield 
Co.,CT 
Mother: Mat"y_REMELE 

Marriage 1 Mm:ia JOHNSON 

Children 

1. Ht::nryF WILCOX b: ABT 1835 in Salisbury, Addison 
Co., VT 

2. Pliny_WILCO_X b: 3 MAR 1842 in Salisbury, Addison 
Co., VT 
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Marriage 2 Harriet Eliza WEEKS b: 19 JAN 1820 in 
Middlebury, Addison Co., VT 

) • Married: 18 AUG 1845 

Children 

1. Maria WILCOX b: 18 JUN 1846 
2. Mary Elizabeth WILCOX b: 3 SEP 1849 
3. 1J Harriet Lucy WILCOX b: 9 NOV 1855 

Sources: 

1. Title: Descendants of William Wilcoxson of Derbyshire, 
England, and Stratford, Connecticutt 
Author: Thomas Wilcox 
Publication: Mimeograph, Spring 1963 
Note: A thirty years' compilation of research and 
correspondence. 

Thomas Wilcox, PO Box 462, Pasadena, CA91102 
Note: Secondary 
Repository: 
Media: Manuscript 
Page: p 236 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Pedigree I Ahnentafell Add Post-em 

Page 2 of2 

If you have corrections, or additional information, please contact me. I will respond as quickly as possible. 

~Printer Friendly Version IE Search Ancestry II Search WorldConnect j, Join Ancestry.com Today! 

WoridConnect Home I WorldConnect Global Search I WorldConnect Help 

RootsWeb.com, Inc. is NOT responsible for the content of the GEDCOMs uploaded through the 
WorldConnect Program. If you have a problem with a particular entry, please contact the submitter 
of said entry. You have full control over your GEDCOM. You can change or remove it at any time. 

RootsWeb is funded and supported by Ancestry.com and our loyal RootsWeb community. l.garn more. 

About Us I Contact Us I Acceptable Use Policy I PRIVACY STATEMENT I b:QQY_dg_b.j; 
Copyright© 1998-2009, MyFamily.com Inc. and its subsidiaries. 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=haystack&id=I050069 5/16/2009 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: SOME DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM WILCOX(SON) Page 1 of6 

\Nelcome to RootsWeb.com 

SOME DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM WILCOX(SON) 

Entries: 30872 Updated: 2009-04-29 04:15:13 UTC (Wed) 
Contact: James B. Lindsley 

A fairly comprehensive compilation ofthe known descendants of William \Vilcoxson Stratford, C'onnecticut, 
and some related families. Please check footnotes as that is where many individual details may be found. 

• ID: 107931 
\• Name: Franklin Wilcox 12::34 2 ti 1 
,. Sex: M 

• Birth: 24 JUN 1810 in Whiting, Addison Co., VT 1 

• Death: 3 DEC 1900 in Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 1 
• Census: 1810 Age <10; Whiting, Addison Co., VT R 
• Census: 1820 Age 10- 16; Tallmadge Twp., Portage (now 
Summit) Co., OH 2 

• Census: 1840 Age 30 - 40; Delaware Co., IA 
• Census: 18 OCT 1850 Age 40; Union Moines Co .. 
IA il 
• Census: 1 AUG 1860 Age 50; Union Twp., Des Moines Co., 
IA 12 
• Census: 18 AUG 1870 Age 60; Burlington, Des Moines Co., 

F IA 2 

• Census: 9 JUN 1880 Age 69; Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 
14 . 

• Census: 1895 Age 84; Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 12 
• Census: 8 .JUN 1900 Age 89; Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 
16 

• Occupation: 18 OCT 1850 Farmer 11 

• Occupation: 1 AUG 1860 Farmer "1 
Occupation: 18 AUG 1870 Justice ofthe Peace lS. 

• Occupation: 8 JUN 1900 Retired 
• Note: 
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According to one history of Des Moines County, 
Iowa, Franklin Wilcox was in the territory as early 
as 1837. It is on record that he purchased 2,000 
acres across the Mississippi near Commerce 
(Nauvoo) on March 14, 1837. By 1852 he is listed 
as a resident of Des Moines County, Iowa, through 
1900. 

Another history states that Franklin went with his 
parents first to Portage County and then on to 
Medina County, Ohio. Regardless of his early 
travels, he was in Lee County, Iowa, in 1836. In 
183 8 he occupied his land near Nauvoo, Illinois, 
but sold it advantageously three years later. In 1845 
he profited from the sale of his property in Lee 
County and relocated to Union Township in Des 
Moines County. Already a wealthy man, Franklin 
continued to operate his farm until 1863 when he 
retired to Burlington. 

Father: Pliny_jyilcox b: 6 JAN 1764 in Norfolk, Litchfield Co., 
CT 
:Mother: Ma.ry Rs:m~J~ b: ABT 1780 in, RI 

Marriage 1 Maria_lQ}lm;Qr1 b: BET 1810 AND 1820 in Addison 
Co., VT 

• Married: 8 APR 1832 in Addison Co., VT 

Children 

1. H~nry Frankli:nWikQK b: ABT 1835 in Salisbury, 
Addison Co., VT 

2. PJjny Wilc;o:x: b: 3 MAR 1842 in Salisbury, Addison 
Co., VT 

Marriage 2 Har_riet Eliza Weeks b: 19 JAN 1820 in Middlebury, 
Addison Co., VT 

· • Married: 18 AUG 1845 in Des Moines Co.,IA 

Children 

1. t: M~rdajVil<:;ox b: 18 JUN 1846 in Union Twp., Des 
Moines Co., IA 

2. M<Jry Eliz:abethWilcQK b: 3 SEP 1849 in Union Twp., 
Des Moines Co., IA 

3. t: Harriet Lucy Wilcox b: 9 NOV 1855 in Union Twp., 

http:/ /wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET &db=rcgaw&id=I07931 
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Des Moines Co., IA 

Jources: 

0 

1. Title: Descendants of William Wilcoxson of Derbyshire, 
England, and Stratford, Connecticutt 
Author: Thomas Wilcox; P.O. Box 462; Pasadena, CA 
91102 
Publication: Mimeograph, Spring 1963 
Note: A thirty years' compilation of research and 
correspondence. Contributor's note: This work contains 
numerous errors and ill-concieved assumptions. Please 
verify all data with other more reliable sources. 
Note: Secondary 
Repository: 
Note: James B. Lindsley Library 
Media: Book 
Page: p 236 

2. Title: 1840 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 91 
Text: Delaware Co., IA 
(Enumerated as Franklin Willcox.) 

3. Title: 1850 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 436 
Text: Union Twp., Des Moines Co., IA 
(Enumerated as Francis Williams.) 

4. Title: 1860 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 775 
Text: Union Twp., Des Moines Co., IA 

5. Title: 1870 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 420B 
Text: 6th Ward Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 
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6. Title: 1880 U. S. Census 
Author: U.S. Census Bureau 
Note: Secondary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 284B 
Text: 5th Ward Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 

7. Title: 1900 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 188 
Text: 5th Ward Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 
(Enumerated as Franklin Wilcox, widower.) · 

8. Title: 1810 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 65 
Text: Whiting, Addison Co., VT 
(Enumerated as male under age 10 in family of Pliney 
Wilcox, father.) 

9. Title: 1820 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 48 
Text: Tallmadge Twp., Portage (now Summit) Co., OH 
(Enumerated as male age 10 - 16 in family of Pliny 
Wilcox, father.) 

10. Title: 1840 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 91 
Text: Delaware Co., IA 
Film M704 101 

11. Title: 1850 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 436 
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Text: Union Twp., Lee Co., IA 
Dwelling 945 
Family 980 
Film M432 183 

12. Title: 1860 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 775 
Text: Union Twp., Des Moines Co., IA 
Dwelling 1867 
Family 1790 
FilmM653 319 

13. Title: 1870 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 420B 
Text: 6th Ward Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 
Dwelling 235 
Family 276 
Film M593 388 

14. Title: 1880 U. S. Census 
Author: U.S. Census Bureau 
Note: Secondary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library/ 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 284B 
Text: 5th Ward Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA; E.D. 116 
Line 14 
Dwelling 3 11 
Family 342 
Film T9 337 

15. Title: 1895 Iowa State Census 
Repository: 
Note: Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census, 1895 [database 
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: MyFamily.com, Inc., 2003 
Media: Ancestry.com 
Text: 5th Ward Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA 

16. Title: 1900 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St.Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 188 
Text: 5th Ward Burlington, Des Moines Co., IA; E.D. 13 
400 Eighth Street 
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Dwelling 1 7 4 
Family 194 
Film T623 429 
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( ) 17. Title: 1850 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 

0 

Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 436 
Text: Union Twp., Des Moines Co., lA 

18. Title: 1870 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 420B 
Text: 6th Ward Burlingrton, Des Moines Co., lA 

19. Title: 1900 U.S. Census 
Note: Primary 
Repository: 
Note: St. Louis City Library I St. Louis County Library I 
Allen County Library 
Media: Microfilm 
Page: p 188 
Text: 5th Ward Burlington, Des Moines Co., lA 
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