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WINNBSHlEK COUNTY :BIOGRAPHIES. 

Nels Nelson, farmer, Sec. 16, P. 0. Highlandville; owns 200 
acres of land valued at $25 per acre; was born in Norway in 1836; 
is the oldest son of Nels and Margaret Nelson; left Norway in 
1853, came to America and settled in Winneshiek Co.; was married 
in 1859 to Miss Johanna Nelson, a native of Norway, by whom he 
had one child, Andrew. His wife died in.1868, and he was mar
ried in 1869 to Mary J ohnson, a native of Norway; they have two 
children, Gustave and Johanna. Mr. N. ha.~ held the office of Co. 
supervisor two terms, and tp . clerk ten years. 

Moses Oren, farmer, Sec. 17, P. 0. Hesper: owns 213 acres ot 
land valued at $25 per acre; was born in Ohio in 1~4:0; is the fifth 
ROD of Alexander and Lydia Oren; left Ohio in 1854:, and came to 
Minn.; stayed there ten years, then came to Winneshiek Co., where 
he has resided since. He was marrid in 1867 to Miss Emily J. 
Wilson, a native of N, Y., and has two children, Clarence H. and 
Glen W. He has held the office .o£ tp. trustee five years. 

Ole Olson , farmer, Sec. 13. Pleasant tp., P. 0. Highlandville; 
owns 305 acres of land valued at $25 per acre; was born in Norway 
in 1820; is the second son of IOlean<l Torber Sernonsen; left Nor
way in 1849, came to America and located in Wis; stayed there 
ten years, then came to Winnesheik Co. and has resiaed heru 
since. He was married in 1860 to Miss J ane Munson, a native.of 
Norway. 

Peter Olson, miller and proprietor of Highlandville Mills, was 
born inN orway in 1825; is the oldest son of Ole and· Anna Sem
monson; left Norway in 1854:, came to America and lccated in 
\Viunesheik Co .. where he has resided ever since. He was mar
ried in 1852 to Miss Anna Anderson, a native of Norway, and 
had two children, Lydia and Laura. His wife died in 1854:, and he 
married again in 1857, to Miss Jane Gjermundson, a native of 
Norway; they have five children, Henry, Sarah, Simon, Charley 
and Julia. 

George P. Painter, farmer, Sec. 26, Pleasant tp.; P . 0 . Decorah; 
was born in Winnesbiek Co. in 1850; is the second son of Wil
liam and Elizabeth Painter; was married in 1871 to Miss Annie 
Russell, a native of Io., and has one child, Herbert. 

Philip Pfister, Jr., farmer, Sec: 4, P. 0. Locust Lane; owns 280 
acres o£ land valued at $25 per acre; was born in Germany in 
1846; is th~ second son of Philip and Margaret Pfister; left Ge_r
many with his parents in 1854, came to America and settled ID 

·vl'innesbiek Co .• where be has resided ever since. He was mar
ried in 1874: to Miss Eliza Falk, a native of Penn; and has fo~r 
children, Lena, Charley, Margaret and Eliza. 

Amund A. Rosvold. farmer, Sec. 10, P. 0. Thoten; Glenwood 
tp.; owns 14:0 acres of laud valued at $20 per acre; was born in 
Norway in 1839; is the oldest son of Around and Ingebor Rosvold; 
left Norway in 1860, came to America and settled in Winneshiek 
Co.; was married in 1860 to Miss Anna Anderson, a native of 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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"In the year 1853 there was another mflux from Dane County, Wisconsin, 
prominent among whom were Bottolf Olson, Magne Langland, H. Hendlick
son, Sven Olson, Ole Thorson, and others. In 1858 Ole B. Olson was one of 
the first settlers of Dakota Territory, and was elected the first judge of the ter
ritory, which position he occupied until his death, in 1875. Enck B. Olson, the 
younger brobher, wa.a one of the first four men who climbed the mountains of 
Colorado in search of gold, in 1859.'' 

"The first school-bouse was built at Locust Lane, in 1854, and served, ah:o, 
a church for every denomination. The second school-hDuse that was built is 
still standiDg, and is known as the Ellmgson school-hou~e. This was built of ' 
1ogB, quite large, and intended to serve as a church for the Lutheran congrega
tion that was then organized in connection with Highland and l:)pring Grove. 
It was built mostly by private funds; every fan;ner would bring so many logs 
and work so many days. This district consisted of portions of four townships, 
viz: Pleasant and H1gbland, in Winneshiek, and Waterloo and Hanover, in 
Allamakee. The first school was tauKht by James Lennon, of Frankville 
township. The late Hon. Ole Nelson taught the first school in thia house, and 
was &lso the first Norwegian ~presentative in the Iowa Legislature." 

"In 1855 aud 1856, almost all the land was taken up, and what was not 
was bought up by speculators when the land office was in Decorah. Among 
those who came later may be mentioned K. Thompson, who became sheriff 
of this county in 1870, and was e.s good an officer as the oounty ever had. A l
eo Peter Sampson, 0. W. ElliJ!gson, and the Johnson Brot.hen (of whom 
there were seven at one time). Tnere is also .another fnct worth mentioning, 
and that is this, thnt !Umost every one of the pioneers that came into the town
ahi{) in the years 1852-3-4, with the exception of one or two, are still living on 
th611' old l:!.omestead.Jt, which shows that the pioneers must have been a strong, 
healthy and vigorous set of men .. " 

LINCOLN TOWNSHIP-BinGEWA Y. 

This township is the western one of the central tier of the 
~ounty. The Turkey River flows diagona1ly southeast through 
the township, a little west of the center, on it. is Dauber
smith's mill. Ridgeway railway station, post office and village is 
near the center of the eastern half, about one mile from the town
ship line. Population of township in 1880 WB.i 992. Ridgeway 
has a population of about 350, and quite a number of good stores, 
elevator and grain ware houses, and other places of business. D. 
0. Aaker, late State Representative, of the firm of Galby & 
Aaker, is one of the prominent business men. S. l'ike, hotel 
keeper, has been its historian in times past, and from his writ
ings the present sketch is mostly gleaned. 

·~The first settlement was made in Lincoln Township in the spring of 1852, 
Knud Alfson built a small bouse bnd broke up a few acres on Section 27, while 
Lan Thompson commt>nced aboot the same time ou Section ~. In the fall of 
the same year, Jacob Knudson and Kittle Sanderson established themselves on 
Section 22. The next year Gunder Kittlef.lon. Albert Kittleson, Gullick Tbom.p
eon, Tove Tbompeon and Thomas Thompson, settled in the immedi11.te neigh
borhood, while John ~Jeir, Michael Farrel, Charles Straun, John Wholehanl 
Nels Olsen, Charles Junek, H. W. Klemme, Andrew Michael, Philip Kmtz ana 
Wm. Blackburn, came in during the two or three years following. The town
ehip of Lincoln WRS formerly reckoned as an integral.part of ·oecomh, an ar
rangement that did not last very long, as a reconstruct10n of the map was soon 
effected, b:y which the present township was apportioned to Sumner, and upon 
the autbonzed survey and plattina- of townships, was jliven it.'! present name. 
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You searched for Ole Nelson In lowe~ 

Name: Ole Nelson 

B1rth Year: abt 1821 
B1rth Place: Norway 

Gender: Male 

Mantal Status: Married 

Census Date: 1856 
Res1dence state: Iowa 

Res1dence Winneshiek 
County: 

Locality: Decorah 

Roll: IA_68 
Lrne: 26 

Neighbors: View others on J2.i!rul 

Household Name Age 
Members: Ole Nelson 35 

Source Information: 
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UT, USA Ancestry com Operatoons Inc, 2007 
Or.gonal data Mocrofolm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
1925 as well var.ous specoal censuses from 1836·1897 obtained from the State 
Hosto,.cal Socoety of Iowa voa Herotage Quest. 
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vary accordong to the census year and the onformat•on nequested on the census form 
Some or the onformatJon contaoned on thos database though ndudes· name, BoQe, 
gender, race, btrthplace, maotal status, and place of enumeration. Leam more .. 
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