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ears in this office. In 1889 he was elected to the State Senate, and served in the
[wenty-third and Twenty-fourth General Assemblies. He was a Democrat in
wolitics, and one of the most influential leaders of his party. In 1892 he was
hosen a delegate to the Democratic National Convention at Chicago, and made
“hairman of the Iowa Delegation. In the same year he was the nominee of his
varty for Congress, but was defeated by Colonel Henderson. In the later years
f his life he devoted himself la.raely to business interests, '

Myron H. Beach commenced practice in Dubuque, in 1856. He was born

n Seneca County, New York, in 1828. He was highly educated, a graduate of
Jamilton College. Soon after his arrival in Dubuque he entered into partnership
vith Lincoln Clark, whose term as Representative in Congress had recently expired.
Vhen Judge Clark removed to Chicago, George Grey—a Scotchman, and a writer
n the Signal of Edinburg—was admitted to the firm, and subsequently L. C. Hurd
ecar= his partner. Durmgthé seventies Mr. Beach removed to Chicago and en-
oye lucrative practice, and became a recognized authority on Insurance Law.
n the winter of 1910 he auﬂ:erecl a severe attack of illness. He did not afterward
sturn to the practice, and 1 : am told by William Graham that he is now (May,
913) living with his son at S.an Antonio, Texas, and though in his eighty-ffth
ear, is alert and sound of mind, but feeble in body.” His Alma Mater conferred
n him the degree of Doctor of Laws some years ago. He was a soldier during
e war and was commissioned Lieutenant of Company A, Forty-fourth Iowa

1fantry. He served for a number of years as a member of the Board of Educa-
on of Dubuque. E

ohn D. ]ammgs was one of the young lawyers attracted to Dubuque in the
F1fnes Among his compeers were John S. Coval, William C. Friend, Fred
wottschalk, Henry S. Jennings and Henry S. Munson. Covel was for a time
sociated with General John Hodgson, but died in the early “Sixties.” Friend
1\d Henry S. Jennings (who I think was a brother of John D.) came from Pitts-
irg, and were for a time partners—frst in the firm of Wiltse, Friend & Jennings,
id after that in the firm of Vandever, Friend & Jennings. When Vandever went
to the army, Friend returned to Pittsburg, and practiced law there until his death,
hile Jennings, after a brief partnership with Eugene Cowles, who came from
«ckson County, also returned to Pennsylvania. Munson removed to Chicago about
e time of the commencement of the Civil War, where he secured a lucrative prac-
e. Fred Gottschalk was a German, and commanded the first company of Iowa

»ops that went to the front—a company almost exclusively of Germans. After
e war he removed to St. Louis and engaged in practice there.

(JI'.'

John D. Jennings, Of whom k coﬁ:ue now to speak further, figured largely, as
:1l a< usefully, in the early lmtory of the State. He was born in Pittsburg, Penn-

lvi in 1324 and came to Dubuque in 1851, and entered upon the practice L2

Souri_:__e:-lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers ahd a

al Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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of his profession. He was for a time one of the editors of the Miner's Express, and
for a while a legal partner with Henry T. McNulty, under the firm name of Mc-
Nulty & Jennings. In 1859 he was elected to the House of the Eighth General
Assembly. In 1861 he was elected to the Senate and served through the Ninth
and Tenth General Assemblies. I was a member of the House while he was
serving as Senator in the Tenth General Assembly, and I know that he was re-
garded as one of the most painstaking, industrious and useful members of that body.
That was his reputation and standing at the time. While in the Senate, he received
in the Democratic caucus the entire Democratic vote for United States Senator.
He was prominently identified with the educational interests of Dubuque, and was
twice President of its School Board. He was City Auditor of Dubuque, and
brought the records of that office out of chaos and confusion. He was married in
1851 to Julia St. Vrain, of St. Genevieve, Missouri, a descendant of Felix St.
Vrain, whose life and tragic death is interwoven with early western history. St
Vrain was a brother-in-law of Senator George Wallace Jones, of Dubuque, United
States Agent for the Confederate Tribe of Sacs and Foxes, including Black Hawk’s
band. He spoke their language and was adopted by them as a friend and brother,
but was finally slaughtered by those to whom he had been a friend. The famous
Indian Treaty, which included the Black Hawk purchase, was certified by him
as United States Agent, and by Antoine LeClaire, United States Interpreter, on
behalf of the tribe.# - :

Jeffrey M. Griffith, William J. Knight.

Jefirey M. Griffith was born in Montgomery County, Maryland, in 1829. He
was admitted to the bar and commenced practice in Baltimore in 1850. He came
to Dubuque and entered upon the practice in 1854. In 1857 he took into part-
nership William J. Knight, who had just been admitted to the bar, and the firm
of Griffith & Knight for a good many years, and to the time of Mr. Griffith’s death
continued to be one of the best known and strongest legal firms in the State. - Before
his partnership with Mr. Knight, he had been associated with M. B. Mulkern.

" Mr. Grifith was a man of remarkably fine ability, and took pronounced leader-
ship at the bar, As a trial lawyer, especially, he might be matched with the best
of the profession, not only in Iowa, but in the nation. In the famous *Oats’ cases,
he particularly signalized himself. He met single-handed some of the ablest mem-
bers of the Bar of Indiana and Cincinnati. His opponents afterward retained
him to recoup their losses from the Illinois Central Railroad Company, which he
did, and then the Railroad Company retained him to recover their damages from
the General Government. The firm of Griffith & Knight became the attorneys of
the Illinois Central Railroad Company, and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul

¢ Annals of Towa, Vol. 4, 531-532.






