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Standard Form For He mbers of the Le9 1s l ature 

2. Marriage (s) date place 

;jz-7 u. ,/ [;£.,; 
3. Significant events for example: 

A. Business ________________________________________________ _ 

B. Civic responsibilities __________________________________ __ 

C. Profession~~~~~~~a~ddl~~-------------------------------------

4. Church membership __________________________________________ _ 

5. Sessions served ~ /t_, lj> /(1 U#-AI 'a(, / $Co 
I I' 

6 . Public Offices 

A. Local __________________________________________________ __ 

B. State __________________________________________________ __ 

. C. National ________________________________________________ _ 
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The ollicial returns or Talna COllllty, 
made uy lhe SIIJH'I'VlSflf:i till!' Wt.>t•k, l.liCl 

not change the tigu :-r!-1 J\~ given l>} u~ 

ht "''eek to HtiY extent. Tile ret.nrn~ 
as ~.lnt~>llln the table Wf\rt~ practically 
~rrcct. The full count will be g1vt'n 

nl"xt Wt!ek iu i.h fl rt'gulnr vroceedlu.c:-s 
of the uonrd. 

Jiao~JOt:' i~ comlog Into vo~ue ngain. 
Jieury ~ohm l(lt, wllo mlauer<·d a.n olcl 
man in Fayeltt• county. shut. his Wife 
nnd wouude<l also a man !ilOpfllng nt 
the huu~t>. has been fou11d guilty, nnd 
the jury voted to hang ltim. 1t was a 
mcst atrocious crime, a!ld t lle penalty 
Hhoulcl b~ speedily executed. 

Benjamin ~loon~. who di(!d in Ber­
lin recently, left by will a reward ot 
81 for every policeman reporting a 
case ot cruelty to auimals. ".As men 
havo no henrt~." h~ wrote in his Will , 

··1 leave my motley to tho brutes.'· 
At~tl he did. enriching the Berlin ~o­
cl ,. • .., for the ProtectiOn of Ammals 
b.t early 8100.00fJ. It woultlue a God 
send Lo the voor persecutt>d l>ea~ls or 
this county if a part of tllis suUl hnd 
uee n se1: t over to the feeble so cities 
for thfl proteclion of n 1limaJs in tlli!i 
country. 

uefeateu. )foreo\·er in spite or the fact 
thai some !iixty forei~ners were nat­
ura!Jze,1 th i~ year. Tama county RepuiJ­
Ilcans malw a ~ain ol some forty over 
last year~ maJority. In the face of nil 
this t,h~ Dnnor~rat comes out with three 
or ronr l.!olumnR ot hallelujah choru~es 
warl>leu hy anc!Pnt roosters. One or 
two tlriDJV4 i~ evident: that ~heet mm~t. 
he verv hurd up !or sometllln~ to fill 
up with, or It doe~ not tako much to 
Het 1toff. 

The uemist:l of Al.>ra m Tllomkins, 
of Otter CrePk township. whodlt-d la:il 
week. takes from tbe RepulJiican party 
of Tam a cou utv onto of its eMliest. 
most earnest anti clTicient '"'orkers. 
Mr. Tbompkin~ has taken an activo 
interest ln f•vcry r.ampaign since the 
county was organiz~d. llis death is a 
~a<l rernindtr that the old wheel-llon~es 
of the }>arty-the grun<l men who 
fought for lt. 1n early days. nnd to 
whom sv much credit. i!-> due. is fast 
pas;(ing away. ln a v<•ry few years tho 
pioneer HcpublicanH who lir3t careH lor 
t.he polidcal Interest:; ut Tama county 
will all bnve left u:;. The illeas they 
taught antl tllo mind pie~ they instilled 
into the minds of tlwlr children will 
MOt. die 1f lht: sons of Tam a cuunly do 
thoir duty. T11e duties which the old 
ratll t>r:; drop wiH•n touched by the 
finger of nod fall upon tho cltildn·ii, 
and uuworthy are they who do not 
tal\e tlr<'m \lp. Wn haYe bt><!tl pltlilSt~ tl 

at the inton·~t tht! young lll<'ll of Tamn 
county nn! tal\iug Ill pulit1c~. '\rt• 
hopn to ;'{t'l1 tlH·ir i'.l':tllJICrt'HSt!d :\lHl 
tltPir ill tl' l li~t·ncu ~till bro1uh•H<'d. Till' 
greilt ship ol :-;tnt<' i~ Jill\\' c.:o lllira.r lo u~ 

ftH 1n1tdnncP. ) .r·L u~ bt' qtlllllllt·rl it I\' 

tilt• t!l'l'llL work and \\'orlhy nf tht• ~1 igh 
trtl~l. 

foot spans or each. auu p 
the1r numhers on thJs m 
or,d r:-o"'utlon orders th 
ditor to 1mrcbase a s 
wherein to place the 
urldll:e is erected or rebu 
numuer and the name o' 
or, and such other facts 
boanl mav think should 
It will re<tmre a good dE 
preparA such a record a1 
hence Sz.J ruure com pen 
annually allowed bin. 
suit~ that are certain t( 
a11;ain~t the couuty this 
l>e valuable. 

~~ r. Laullertlale presE 
tion calliug ror a re-tra 
as the condition or 
briu~e rund ·would perr 
000 or thereau'mts of 5 ' 

mer(led t."tlerelu by forr: 
hi i call for YOlC!\ iL WS 
four to one. Thl!i mov 
the tssue ns to its linal 
to uc kept alive and m1 
eletnf'ut in the future. 
tlrat Iris succ~sor is co 
a~itation. 

Tile IJorlng for wat«: 
Farm still g0es or. at : 
lJllCO it hns for sen 
\\' ei r:camL'lbeforc the l 
nndl1t~su n•d them,ns he 
l!!H"~ hrfore. that. the 
Cl'~s are n·rv cncou 
Llw YNY hartl ro<'k thr 
l'nr \\'l' t'l<s 1~ now mon 
Ill' :-;tatt•·l tho stral11 l 
It;:! l't't't. of day, ~ixty 
11 ·1 ft'l'L ,, f lll:\11 ll( 

nilH•ty-nitH' fCl' L M I 
~l(llll·-tntnl llt•plh. 

t·l:dnrS to h:\Yt' lll«>t :-\it 
wht•rt•, t':i lll'<'lnlly nt 
ht· ohtailwd \lll(lt·r the' 

'I'll ~·: .Jl'IH;I·:SUIR•. 

"'ithin the la~t six yeur!i tho popu­
lntiun or the soutll('J'n llaJr or tho :-:itate 
of l'alironlin lin~ doul.>l<:u. owiu~ to 
tl1e :i tH· c.: t·~~ wiiJ<·iJ l1a~ llH•ro bl'Cll at­
tnirll·d in t11c t'llltun: of Lhe rirw nllll 
of var io:r~ fruits. It i!-1 slalt•tl tlwt t11c 

nt'l prolit of a \'ill(')':tnl ill full lH•anug 
1~ llol. lc·ss l11all B I()u pt•r nc.:n·. while 
Tni:-11 1~ gl•:t• $:;tl01H'r i\CI' t', ~tmWhl't'l'll ~ 

J ro111 :=:::111J lu ;:::::;,o, ollll·r fruit:-; S:.!UO lo 
::.;.:no. lrn rn i~t;lllorr Is lust<·n·d by a 
llbt·ritl pt~licy, whicll put~ laud or• lilt• 
mnrl\ l'l ltl slllal l llll:i, thu~ t·rrahllll~ 

th1ll t ~ t•t'lljdl· lo l•uy :tlld t••tlll\'ntt~ 
f , .. ·rlls of l'rtllll lJ\'t• to filLy ttt'rt 'l'\, 

'l'l~t• !lntml of ~rqwrvl!{lll', of Tnltln :\ bmmtll'nl !{1\l'lllY 
;ttlll l: r•nl•lll c·nrtnlll'~ madu tho nllkinl "ould Ill~{' lll ~l'l ~ 
l:ClllllL nf I hr• \'oll':-1 nf ll~t• Ia It' l'll·ct 1111\, l ht• Hnartl. lit' lt•l L.th 

l hIll . L ('a l (' ll I ' r I) d . ('II l ('II 111 g- ('()I d I:; a II rl r I) IIlli! : l ; ! a i ll I ' r Ill \1! \ ' tll t' I 1\ t " i . q lll' :-; l t h at t h I'\' It• II d h 
1 II tl · ·1 ''''''''l." ftll' !,, (,', J,~,·,, llt'. 1·,,,. tl!' .,; tl· 'rt·l ~~·t:llnly to lwlp hnn l < [ll( l[ (' Plt'\'t'lh:t I P 1:111 1:{ g'l'lll'l'il. \' ._. .r 

1 I I I undt•r his <'till! racl ~u 1 ,,, , ,:~l'tl. ..\ I' ~' ' :-.111 1 in gtiiHl plrY~ll:.ll • ut :.!" and a n:-\:: ,,r tlnc• 111 :l'lllnn 
· 1 · '1'1 1· 1 I ht•n•of can ~··~~an\' :\\1 cuncllllttll 1:1 llutli:ddt' t11 cold~. and will lor (~1 c:llrt~l. 1tt:1 :II'Cnl't Ill;.! lt> nllit'l:l 

· 1-1 · - 1, ·ll tn r.lc twd. "'hi<' h IlllL fall a vic-LJlll to tlll 'ltl \lltlc~:·~ ht! I:' C'Olllt lliiJ.~ ~ 1111•' ll:;'( a lll:IJ"rtlv 111 <•igitl 
t · rn.., 1 v t' ' tl "I~'"''· I\ t'!'P t Itt• 1 l't'l w:trtll \'ole·~ l 11 II:~• til :-'l I' it' I . 'l'l~t• ll:tllll':ll <' nn- :,:r .tn 1 hi!J wish. :'\ n :H 

... 
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(If Russell':' (~l'<·:tt Prolific, Wilson's .Ailmny and wauyother kind 
of strawhcl'l'ic:', all kiud s of grapes, ra·spbcl'l'ics, etc, and is su<.~ 
cessfully rai::in~ th{· hm:klclmry wlrich i:'l a \'CI'." rnrc fmit in this 
County. 1\Ir. 11fa!'ou is what we lllll.)' r·all a "will~· rn::\11" Lt·­
licving that tlwy arc the only successful lredge to be n~etl in this 
country. llis eutir·c farm to~cther with the etlgN:! of slon~hs arc 
sm-ronnJed by the white willow which besides making a splcqJicl 
fence, beautifies the place ancl gi vcs it a neat nppt•nr1.mce, w !lilt~ 

for about tweuty m· thirty teet upon the insiJe he has tallle grn~s 
and clover sown mnkmg it very convcnieut in cultivating tin• 

field 
· In 1850 when but twenty one years of nge he led to the by­
menial alter 1\Iiss Mnry Ann Thompson. Tt•day he lms a family 
of nine cllilch·cn. two Loys aud :;c,·cn girl!-. Ti i;; oldest sou 
Albert Masou. is llllliTicu, and be:-ilics c:an·yiug 1111 his own farm 
assists in carrying orr that of his fathers . 

.A:BRAY TO:\lP.KINS. 

The sn hject of this sketch is a native of New York, ha>in~ 
been born in that State September 23rd, 1811. His praents ]\. 
and Catherine (Br()wu) Tmupkins were also of the same State.·. 
and in n•1y limited circumstances, so poor, in fact, that their so11 
was only permitted to attend the .comiuon subscription sc·hoob, 
from the time he wn$ th·e yeau-s of age until he was old" enough 
to do for himself: 

Tire father of Auram Tompkins was a 9"od fcariu~ mau. arrtl 
an earnest clu·istian, one who eJ~dcnnH·ed to bring up his c:hildn·n 
in the ''fenr and admonition of the Lorcl," A.lld whcu his so11 was 
yet nn infant he tarried him in Iris ar111s to the Sabbath School. 
llc..•re and at the family al~er, \\·as !lown the "good seed of tile 
word" whit-It in aft l'r yc..•arl' l•un~ fru~t, nnc..l we trust will conti11;1c 
to bear hy the humlrc<l title!. 

.:\ ftc..•r Ji,·illg nt lwnrl' mrtil he w:ts twt•ln· yc..•m·s of ngc Al.rant 
dc..•c•idt•cl 1111 h·aviug lunne to sc..·t·k his own fi•rtuuc. lie clicl 11111 

h•an· tire• ,·ieinity of hi:< ulcl lt otm• irlllllt'cliatc·ly, howt:n•r, hrt 

' 
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hired to tlte Jll•ighuoring farnlt'I'S, t':tl'lling t!nou~l1 to supply 

his want:: and save n little till· a rniny U:l_Y. 

In 1831 he len tlte State of X cw Y o1·k and Wl.'nt to :Michigan 

wher·e he enlisted in the Black Hawk w:u· as a pl'ivatl· mul aftc1· 

r eceiving his disdlaJ·~e rctnmcu and was mlitl'll in ntmTia~o 

November· ::Wth, Hm:3, t1) :Mi~s M;\I'Y A. Eatin, \,y wlt01u he lwd 
ten c:hihhcn: G. W., bol'll in 1835 mHl 1lied at St. Loui:; in 1Sfl~; 

U. }I., now Ji\·iug in 1\amm::, born JntllliU'Y 14th IS:l~; B. T., 

11ow living in Iowa County, this State, wa~ born Jauuary 2nd 

18-!0; Uathcrirw.T., bom J ammr·y 2~ncl , 1S!2 : S . .M., born Mar·cJ, 
lGth, IS-H; A. E., bom June 3.o th, 18-Hi; M. T., bom Oc.:tohcr 
18th, l S!S; Z. A. E., born Decem her ltlth, I S50 ; Sunlllcr, born 

1\Ian:h :3GtL, lSJ:>: Z. E., born July l~th, 1$J7. 

Shortl,v at~cr lllatTiage Mr. :\ltd Mrs. T ompkins wisely came to 

the coudus ion that the ai.h-antages enjoyed in that _State was uot 

snch as they dcsil'l:tl and thcreli>rt~ dcknnincd to seck a home 

aml ti>rtutw in n better country where the ad\'l\Jltages would be 

greate r. They came tu this County in the year 1853, when all 
was a hla.uk wilderness u.uu have lin:J to see it ••blossom as a 

l'~"JSe". 

Abmm 'f•>mpkin:s is. a hu·ge man of splendid appcnmncc. 

pjcasaut mul agt·ecaulc in his intercourse with friends· ant! ll ~i~;h­

hot·s. In th e tiuuily cin:le, he is kind to hi~ child n•n. strict in 

discipline m11l t~aches cat:h mctubcr to kuow that !tis yea mcaus 

yc;t, nud hi s uny IIIL'ans u;ty, from wlti ~·h c:m he no appeal. In 

Ul!SilleS~ with the WCII')U his Word Call a)wa_y:: \te reJiud 11J>Oil, hi:; 

pt·u: tl :sl'~ always lwin~ ·h1•ld sot<'l'l!d, aut ! i:l\·ariahly c:uTied out tn 

tl11.• l•·ltl·t·. lie is a ~ .. .,11 f1·ie~ul and lll·ighuoJ·, liYing at p eace 

with all mcu aull n hanl w.~rking ianncr. 
In 1~;)!) ~l1·. To .. q>kin~ t·ceciYed the uomination ti11· Hl'JII'L'sen­

tati,·c in tltu Iuwa Ll'~i:-;latm·e a nd w:\S trinmph:lllt. I n this ta· 

pal'ity hL• S~ITed !tis e~>nstittll·nt; in a fitithfu l llllllllll'l', atteudiu)! 

. closl·ly to tit~ uu":i t'll's" ltll' wltieh lw was cle<·tl·d atul aftl'l'\\'aJ'd,.; 

n•tin•<l fr~>lttu!li<·l' lwariug till: laur·L·I;; tltat uolll:. hut tl1e 'tititlt!'nl 

~·an h,•ar. '!'akin~ all in all ~rr. TnLLL['kiu,.; is a tnau possl'ssiug 
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such (jlllllitic·:ttiou:; a!' to pla<·e lliul hi:.;h in the.• nidH':< of tlte 
history of 1\uua <.'onuty. 

WEST WII.SO.S. 

A lliOilg the early pionc.•t• r ~cttlt•J's, nnu (JJie who has watcheu 
the growth of t!tis J><•pnlons Cuuuty from n mere wildcmcss of 
hut few inh;lhitauts to its prc•~<ent proportions, and has seen it take 
it~ vlacc among the Hto~<t impnrtaut of Iowa's Couuti<·s is t!t e 
person wllich h('aJ:< tltis skc.oteh. :Mr. \\'ibon is n leading farnwr 
anu stock rai:;cr of Cryst..ll township. lie was born in 
Ayrshire, ~t:otlnnd in tl!c year 1S2t1. His parents were J ames 
nud Jane (Ln:<k) Wih;on, who \\'('J'c hotl1 natives of that country. 
H e hUll n•ry little oppot-tuuit)' fi11· education in ltis early youth 
but ncqnircJ a fair eJucation at the common schools being at the 
sn1ne tin1c en!-.:-aged in aicliu~ his father to <:nl'ry on tlte farm. 
J.caving S<.·otland .Mr. Wilson e111i~mtc.·d to Conne(·tic:ntt where 
he t'Cinuined until the year lSi>G, wlt en he <:Hlllc to this State an<.l 
settled in Cr,,·stnl town:'hip, 1'ama County, on section 13. H e 
has n beautiful fill'llt c:om:istiug of si x lnmdrcd nnd sixty-six acres, 
the most of wi.ich is mHlcr cnltimtion and pasture. Of late 
yeurs Mr. Wilson has been pnyin~ considcraule attention to the 

· raising of fine 'Stock and now he has u large number of the best 
blooded C.lttle. :Ur. Wilsou, b<•sidc~ carrying on this immc11Se 
tiwms,is engaged in the gmiu lm~iuess at Traer, where he handles 
thonsauds of bushels nrwually thn•ngh his elcvntor and ware­
houses. He is also intC!t·estt.:d in a lumber yard at Monison 
Gt·undy C•>Unty. In all the -rm·ious c!Jnnges of an active lit(! :\fr. 
Wilson bas gaint.U the rcsp<'ct of a large cirdc of friends auu 
the contic.lenc.-c of the comntnnity. 

Tltis gt-nth•m:m is a nati,·c cif Ohio Jm,·ing hccn hom in lTi;:h­
l:uHl C'onllt\· of that St.atc>, in the n :ar 1 8~0. and wltc·n but two 
yc:\r,; of a;..~· c-am<' with lJi~ pan•11t~ to Collunlms ( ). wltc.•re tltcy st't­
tll'clllpon a stnall f:m11. Jjj,; mothc.•r clic.·d wlwn ltl· wa,; ::-:ntall 
lc•:l\·iu;: a t:lll&ily , f ,;i-.; dcilcln·11 . . l:t"t •c•r I win;: tlcc• yotnc;:c•:<t. \\':1" 
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she was divorced from Edward Tellier, and 
then married to Orion T omlinson. Children 
are Mrs. Jerry (Martha Metcalf) McAdoo 
born June 27, 1942; Mrs. Marvin (Pearl 
Harbor Metcalf) Shanda born December 7, 
1943; David (Tellier) Tomlinson born August 
31, 1945; Mrs. Larry (Wanda) Enderes born 
JanuarY 23, 1947; Bruce Tomlinson born 
August 15, 1949; Mrs. Rick (Dorothy Mae) 
Mull born August 20, 1950. She has nineteen 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

Lola attended Tams and Belle Plaine 
schools. Her education: Four years MCC 
College in Business Management, GED, 
Varityper at Des Moines, Offset Printing at 
Guernsey, IRS and Nutrition. She worked in 
several restaurants, J .H. Neil Poultry, Pio· 
neer, Watkins, Toy Parade and Cards Dealer, 
Sunny Hill, Carver Home, Avon, RSVP Coor· 
dinator, Transportation and Meals Coordi­
nator for HV AA, Manpower in BIPTCAP, 
also Outreach in Iowa, Poweshiek, Tams, 
Marshall and Story Counties and Tams 
County Coordinator Office in Tams. She is 
a member of Eagles Auxiliary, Gold Star 
member of American Legion Auxiliary and 
Gospel Center Church since 1950. The 
church was founded by her sister, Rev. 
Maxine Plowman. Lola was active as Sunday 
School teacher to teens, teen leader, Secre­
tary and Board Member. Rev. Jerry and 
Martha McAdoo are now pastors. Lola's 
pastimes are knitting, Avon and visiting. 

by Lola Delight Tomlinson 

TOMLINSON, ORION 
Fl048 

Orion Eli Tomlinson was born in Tama 
July 17,1913. His parents were Arthur (1881-
1938) and Nellie (Fowler) (1879-1945) Tom· 
Iinson. Grandparents were Fred (1856-1916) 
and Mary (Higgins) (1860-1943) and Eli and 
Margaret (Brown) Fowler. Brothers and 
sisters are Margaret John 1909, Fred T omlin· 
son 1911, Marie Damisch 1916, and Muriel 
(Tody) Dudek 1918. 

Orion was self-employed most of his life 
with short time hauling, mail route, junk 
dealing and garbage route. He also worked in 
Tama at Mills Laundry and his last ten years 
at the State Juvenile Home in Toledo before 
retiring in 1975. Orion served his country in 
the Armed Services from December 1942 to 
October 1945 with eighteen months served in 
Anchorage, Alaska. Orion was raised in Tama 
and attended the Tams school to the lOth 
grade. He was married three times and from 
his first marriage he had two daughters, Mary 
Jo 1935 and Oralyn Rae 1937. He has three 
children with his present wife: Wanda En­
deres 1947, Bruce 1949, and Dorothy Mull 
1950, all of Tama. Orion married Lola 
Armstrong in 1947 and they bought their 
home at 707 Seymour Street, Tams, from 
James and Adie Dolash. They still reside 
there. 

Since his retirement in 1975, Orion bas 
kept busy with his trucks, his domestic 
pigeons and coon hunting. 

by Lola Tomlinson 

TOMPKINS­
HENNESY FAMILY 

Fl049 

Abram Tompkins was born September 23, 
1811 in New York state, the son of Cornelius 
and Catherine Brown Tompkins. The family 
was very poor and he left home at the age of 
12 to earn his own way; in 1831 he went to 
Michigan and enlisted in the Black Hawk 
Indian War. He served until 1833 in the 
company commanded by Captain Drown of 
the Michigan Volunteers under Colonel Joe 
Brown. 

November 20, 1833, in Lewanee County, 
Michigan, he married Mary Ann Eaton, who 
was born March 2, 1813 in Canandaigua, New 
York. In November 1853 they came to Tama 
County, being the 2nd settlers in Otter Creek 
Township and settling on the NE quarter of 
Section 29, some of which is the present 
Gerald Carson farm. The first winter was 
spent in a crude log cabin on the banks of 
Otter Creek, this site was in later years under 
as much as three feet of water. 

In 1854 a house was erected further from 
the creek and 100 acres was sowed to wheat 
which was exchanged for flour, two pounds 
of wheat to one pound of flour, at the mill in 
Marshall county and sold in Toledo for $4.00 
per 100 lbs. 

They were the parents of the first child 
born in Otter Creek, Sumner, on March 26, 
1855. Abram was elected the first representa­
tive to the Iowa Legislature from Otter Creek 
in 1859. He died November 8, 1886 and his 
wife died July 25, 1893; both are buried in 
Hayes Cemetery. 

They were the parents of 10 children: 
George (who died in St. Louis in the Civil 
War), Benjamin, Catherine (Mrs. Morris 
Hennesy), Sophronia (Mrs. Lathrop Meek­
er), Almira (Mrs. Samuel Meeker), Matilda 
(Mrs. W.P. Soth), Albert, Sumner, and 
Zelpha (Mrs. E.W. Richards). 

Catherine Tompkins was born in Michigan 
in 1842 and married Morris Hennessey 
March 14, 1861. 

Morris Hennessey was born in Ireland in 
1834; he and two brothers were sent to the 
United States when they were orphaned in an 
Irish uprising and may have been adopted. 
One brother, taken by a cruel baker in 
Chicago, ran away to the gold rush and was 
killed by Indians. Morris was raised in the 
Toledo-Garwin area and in 1860 was working 
for the J . Staley family in Otter Creek. His 
wife dropped an "e" and "s" from the name 
to become Hennesy, some of the family have 
since added them back. 

They were the parents of seven children: 
Elmer, Mary, William, Frank, Susan, Ollie 
and Nellie. In 1885 they were farming in 
Section 15 of Howard township, along pres­
ent day Highway 63. 

Henry William (Will) Hennesy was born in 
1866 near Toledo and was married to Maris 
Elizabeth Kienzle (Lizzie) February 6, 1896. 
They farmed in the Garwin area and owned 
a farm in Section 9 of Howard township when 
Will died in June 1927; Lizzie then moved 
into Garwin where she died Aprill3, 1954, at 
age 82, having been born February 11, 1872. 

They were the parents of five children: a 
daughter who died in infancy, Beryl (Mrs. 

Wayne Hollenbeck), Nola (Mrs. Joe Logan), 
Leola (Mrs. Bill Catlin), and Willard. 

by Carolee Doyle and Collene Taylor 

TOWNSEND, JOHN S. 
AND SUSANA 

(DICKEY) 

John S. Townsend, 1822-1908. 

.. . 

Fl0 50 

Four Generations: J ohn S. Townsend, 1822-1908; 
Mary (Townsend) Cowan 1849-1943; Shields 
Townsend, 1871-1954; John Townsend Cowan, 
1898-1982. 
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HAYES CEMETERY 
T45 

Many families settled in Otter Creek 
Township, Tama County, in the 1850's. Amos 
B. Hancock came in the spring of 1853. On 
November 14 a caravan of six wagons pulled 
by two teams of horses and four yoke of 
"cattle" stopped at his home. In the party 
were the Abram Tompkins family with eight 
children, John Bishop with wife and daugh­
ter, LeRoy Olney and wife, and Alexander La 
Dow with his wife and seven children. They, 
too, decided to settle in the township. Soon 
others came. Among them were J .M. and C.E. 
Hayes, brothers, and A.L. Russell, Calvin 
Powell, Hiram Riddle and Robert Carter. It 
began to be well populated. 

In those early times, illness was common 
and deaths even more so. February l, 1859, 
D.A. and Mary Stevens lost a baby and a tiny 
grave was made in the southwest corner of 
Section 22. Two-year old A:z.ro G. Wells died 
September 2, 1859 and W.H. and G. Kollman 
lost a day-old baby September 25. Nelson S. 
Mitchell died December 18, 185-, age not 
known. These burials were made in the same 
area on land that belonged to Normand Lewis 
and his wife, Elizabeth L. 

On April 30, 1861, Lewis and his wife sold 
for $30 to the Otter Creek Cemetery Associa­
tion a plot of ground "commencing at the 
southwest corner of Section 22, running 
thence north 20 rods, thence east 12 rods, 
then south 20 rods, then west 12 rods to place 
of beginning". The stipulation continued, 
"Subject to the roads now running on the 
south and west sides of same and occupying 
a part thereof for the purpose of a cemetery, 
so long and no longer than said association 
shall keep and maintain on the four sides of 
said land a fence sufficient to turn all kinds 
of stock and of lawful height. But said Otter 
Creek Cemetery Association shall have 60 
days in which to build such fence, and in case 
such fence shall not be kept up for any whole 
week at one time the above land shall revert 
to said Grantors as fully as though these 
presents had not been executed". 

The fence had not been in place long when 
the family of D.A. and Mary Stevens laid 8 
month old Eddie beside the baby who had 
died in 1859. Eddie passed from this life 
October 1, 1861, and January 21, 1863, the 
family placed Clara there. She bad only lived 
one month and three days. David Stevens 
(Father), probably grandfather to the three 
infants, died in 1863. The Stevens plot grew 
rapidly. 

Among other early burials in the Otter 
Creek cemetery, also known as MapleWood, 
where George Sheldon, age 7 years, 3 months, 
1 day, who died May 20, 1863; Alexander 
West's wife, Sarah C., September 14, 1863; 
Eddie Meeker, age 1 year , September 19, 
1864; Casper Meisner's wife, Kunigunda, 
November 22, 1864. 

Now known as Hayes Cemetery, the burial 
place is a spot of beauty. It probably became 
known by this name since the Hayes brothers 
were owners of great tracts of land in the 
vicinity. Chester E . H ayes had land across the 
road west of the cemetery and the Hays 
families remained in the area. It became quite 
natural to refer to the graveyard as " Hayes" 
since it was near their holdings. Chester E . 
Hayes died April 21, 1888 and is buried in the 
Hayes cemetery. His wife, Annette, lived 

until March 24, 1901, and is buried beside 
him. 

Norm and L. Lewis and his wife moved to 
the Tama-Toledo area where he was instru­
mental in establishing Baptist churches in 
both places. He served as a trustee in Tame 
and Toledo Townships after he had come to 
Otter Creek township "at an early day and 
taken up land." He served as Justice of P eace 
there at. one time, 8B well as a county 
supervisor. He d ied December 1, 1891, and 
his wife, Elizabeth L., died March 26, 1894. 
They are buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Tama. 
Lewis died of paralysis and his funeral service 
was in the Tama Baptist church. 

Frank Carson was once a conscientious 
caretaker of Hayes cemetery and took per­
sonal pride in its upkeep because of his family 
heritage. He died in 1964 and was buried at 
the memorial he had placed there before his 
death. Current sextons keep the grounds and 
fence in good order and also take pride in its 
neat appearance. 

Five known Civil War veterans are buried 
in the Hayes Cemetery: George E. Tompkins, 
Edwin Bullard, Isaac Vohres, George L. 
Wilcox and William P. Soth. 

I.O.O.F. CEMETERY 
T46 

We cannot realize some of the hardships of 
the early settlers of Tama county. When a 
village gained a foothold, one of the very rust 
concerns had to be a burial ground. So it was 
in Chelsea which had been platted along the 
Chicago & NorthWestern railway in the 
valley of the Iowa river. 

Mortal ity among infants seemed to be 
unusually high. Within the corporate limits 
of the town, at the north border of the NW V. 
of the SW V. of Section 8, Township 82, range 
13 (Salt Creek Township) was a very high and 
beautiful spot that overlooked Chelsea. 
There it was so quiet and peaceful that when 
seven month old Sarah M. Smith died 
December 12, 1868, her sorrowing parents 
buried the little coffin on the hill. 

Within a decade the spot virtually became 
a "Babyland". Ten month old Zoda Kreigh­
baum in 1871 and eleven month old Eliza 
Smith in 1873 were also buried there. Others 
who died in 1873 were Lulu Roach, 5 months, 
and a day old boy of the Loutzenheisers. The 
latter family lost a ten day old girl in 1874 and 
Wildex Rawson died January 29, 1875, the 
day he was born. The graves of Lillis M. 
White, 4, in 1876 and of Bessie Shaler, 2, in 
1879, joined the others on the hill. 

In the meantime, others may have perished 
but there are no present markers to indicate 
where they lie. The earliest inscription on an 
adult's gravestone seems to be Jacob Laut­
zenheiser 's. He died April 3, 1872, almost 62 
years of age. 

The portion of land on which this burial 
ground was established belonged to Hiram 
and Sarah Cross. A prominent Chelsea 
resident, C. E. Covell, one of the directors of 
the First National Bank of Tame City, 
envisioned the tract as the appropriate site 
for a permanent public cemetery. On Novem, 
her 4, 1879, Covell purchased the plot of 
ground from the Crosses for $100 with the 
specification on the land deed, "for cemetery 
use". Hiram Cross made his mark and Sarah 

signed her name. The deed was recorded on 
July 13, 1880. 

Hiram and Sarah Rittenhouse Cross first 
lived in Indiana and came to Iowa in 1860. 
When Hiram died of cancer in 1885, he, too, 
was laid to rest on the bill in ground that once 
was his. Sarah, their sons, Leman and 
William, and the latter's wife, Flora, contin­
ued to live at Chelsea and all are buried in the 
cemetery. What the cemetery was first 
named has not been discovered but now it is 
known as the l.O.O.F. Cemetery. 

Chelsea Lodge No. 160, I.O.O.F., was 
chartered in the late nineteenth century. The 
group was active and built a brick building 
for its meeting place and for rental purposes. 
The building was completed in 1900 and it 
appears that in 1903, when burials were made 
in the cemetery, it WBB designated as the 
l.O.O.F. cemetery. It may be that C.E. Covell 
was an active member and named the 
graveyard to honor t he fraternal order. He 
was also a deacon in the Baptist church. 

At the age of 76, Covell, a retired farmer 
according to his death certificate, died of 
dysentery and was buried in the cemetery 
September 16, 1886. Several members of his 
family are also interred there. Henry E. 
Covell was elected mayor of Chelsea on 
March 3, 1878. He, too, is buried on the hill. 

Three Civil War veterans have grave 
markers t here that show their involvement. 
Annis Almeron, George R. Hershey and 
Frederick Roach are designated as GAR. 
There are almost a hundred known burials in 
the I.O.O.F. cemetery and an indefinite 
number of unmarked ones. 

At the present time, this hallowed bit of 
ground is in a sad stata of neglect. The 
Chelsea I.O.O.F. lodge merged with Elberon 
in 1931, the brick building was sold in 1933, 
and any records concerning the cemetery 
were lost in the Elberon fire of July 22, 1974, 
when all of the lodge property burned. 

The cemetery lies within the corporation 
of Chelsea and one of its early mayors is 
buried there. At least three war veterans lie 
there. Families involved in establishing the 
cemetery bad faith in its future. They had not 
heard of neglect and vandalism. 

LARCH HILL 
T47 

Often called tamarack in t he Midwest, the 
unusual member of the pine family that sheds 
its needles in the fall is also known as the 
larch. Residents of Buckingham, Iowa can 
look to the southwest of their community and 
see what remains of the largest grove of larch 
trees that ever flourished in Tama county. 
Not a native to Iowa, the larches do grow in 
the North Temperate regions, even as far 
north as the Arctic Circle. In that area, Arctic 
winds may twist trees such 8B balsam fi rs and 
black spruces, but larches remain tall. 
straight and slender, somewhat cone-shaped. 

The beautiful grove known as "The 
Larches" was set out in the 1870's by Johll 
T . Ames, owner of about 1200 acres of choice 
land in Buckingham Township. His son, Ass 
L. Ames, assisted him. At one time the man· 
made forest covered seventy acres, sixty in 
one tract and ten in another. 

Mr. Ames had purchased two-year-old 
saplings from the Robert. Douglass Nurseries, 
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Family Members 

Parenu 

Cornelius Tomkins 
1776- 1863 

catherine Brown 
I 6- 181 

Spoust & Child ron 

Mary Ann Eaton 
1813- 1893 

Georve w Tompkins 
1835 1862 

C:a1us Manus Tompkins 
1838 1918 

Benjamin F Tompkins 
1840 1900 

catherine J Tompkins 
1842- 1914 

Sophron1a Marie Tompkins 
1844 I '00 

Almira E Tompkins 
1846 1933 

Mary Matilda Tompkins 
1848 1926 

Albert E Tompkins 
1850-1928 

Henry Tompkins 
1852- 1853 

1111/201 0 
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Contact Us: ! ·SOO·ANCESTR'f AnceSIJ'(.oom Slog Affiliates AdvertiSing 

10('}q AtlCestry.corn Corporate Information PRIVACY POliCY Teml$ ancJ Coodrtoons 

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/213525/person/25876957?ssrc= 

Sumner M Tompkins 
1855- 1923 

Zelpha I Tompkins 
1857- 1944 

rag~ .L. 01 .L. 

Family group sheet 

Histoncal Records 

1850 United States Federal Census 

1860 United States Federal Census 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836·1925 

Iowa Cemetery Records 

U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560· 
1900 

U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560· 
1900 

View source citations (7) 

Web Links 

There are no weblmks a vat/able for thts person. 

Search the v..eb for Abram Tompkins 

Ancestry.com 

1/11/2010 
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ancestry HI. 

Home Fam1ly Trees Search Collaborate Learnmg Center DNA Publish Shop H~re an Expert Add to Qu•ck l n'r:1 

VOll are here Trees > OneWorlcHree Abram Tompkins 

PERSONAL INFORMATION .. See Pedigree Vtew 

• Abram Tompkins Stephen Tompk•ns 

Born: 23 Sep 1811 Sar-ah Sar es 
Duanesbury, Dutchess, New York, USA 

Died: 8 Nov 1866 
, Tama, Iowa, USA 

f . e.-. person· s nfo 

Family Historical Records 

Family Groups 
Spouse 

Mary Ann Eaton 

6 catnerme Brnwn 

Family Facts 

V1ew alternate ram•lv members 

Born: 3 Mar 1813 in canandlqua, Ontario, New York, USA 
Died : 25 Jul 1893 in Otter Creek, Tama, iowa, USA 

Marriage: 20 Nov 1833 in Tecumseh, t.enawee, Michigan, USA 

Children Sex Birth 

..,. !0 -ge w Tomp''""s M 18 Nov 1835 in Raisan, , , Michigan, USA 

Ca1uS Manus TompKinS M 14 Jan 1838 in Girard, Branch, Michigan, USA 

llenJamm F Tompl<~ns M 2 Jan 1840 in Girard, Branch, Michigan, USA 

Cathenne J Tompkms F 22 Jan 1842 in Girard, Branch, Michigan, USA 

Sopnron1a Mar~e Tompkins 16 Mar 1844 in Coldwater, Branch, Michigan, USA 

4tm~r11 E Tompk.ns F 30 Jun 1846 in Girard, Branch, Michigan, USA 

Mary Matilda Tomp~<,ns F 18 Oct 1848 in Girard, Branch, Michigan, USA 

" bert E Tompl<ons M 19 Dec 1850 in Girard, Branch, Michigan, USA 

Sumner M Tomp:Ort$ M 26 Mar 1855 In Otter Creek, Tama, Iowa, USA 

Ze pna I Tomp~.ns F 12 Jul 1857 1n Otter Creek, Tama, Iowa, USA 

Contact Us: I -BOO-ANCESTRY Aneestry.corn Slog Affiliates Ad\'eltiSing 

V" '' uy cno PRIVACY POLICY 

http://trees.ancestry .com/owt/person.aspx?pid= 14404441 

PAGE TOOLS 

f View person's 1nfo 

-f Start a ne"' tree w•th Abram 
... ompk1ns 

c fmd famous re1at ,es 

WHAT 00 I 00 NEXT? 

Contact people who submitted 
this Information 

HISTORiCAL RECORDS 

35 user-subm,tted tree. 

More info» 

Ancestry .com 

1/11/2010 
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Individual Record FamilySearch™ Pedigree Resource File 

Abram Tompkins Compact Disc#138 Pin #4205242 
Sex: M 

Event(s) 
Birth: 23 Sep 1811 

Duanesbury, New York 
Death: 8 Nov 1886 

Tama County, Ia 

Parents 
Father: Cqrnelius Tompkins Disc #138 Pin #4205252 
Mother: Catherine Brown Disc #138 Pin #4205268 

Marriage(s) 
Spouse: Mary Anne Eaton Disc #138 Pin #4205184 

Marriage: 20 Nov 1833 

Michigan 

Notes and Sources 
Notes: None 

Sources: Available on CD-ROM Disc# 138 

Submitter 
jeff Iippoid 
United States of America 

Submission Search: 4743778.:1105107224406 
URL: 

CD-ROM: Pedigree Resource File- Compact Disc #138 
CD-ROM Features: Pedigree View, Family View, Individual View, Reports, 

Downloadable GEDCOM files, Notes and Sources. 
Order Pedigree Resource File CD-ROMS 

About FamilySearch Pedigree Resource File 

Pedigree 

The Pedigree Resource File is a new lineage linked database of records available on compact disc 
containing family history records submitted by individuals through FamilySearch Internet Genealogy Service. 
Family information is organized in family groups and pedigrees and includes submitted notes and sources. 
Many charts and reports can be printed from this data. Each disc contains about 1.1 million names. With the 
publication of every five discs, a master index for those discs will be published and packaged with that set of 
discs. With the publication of every 25 discs, a master index for those discs will also be published and 
packaged with that volume of discs. Discs may be purchased as sets or volumes. 

Please Note 
Submitter information is provided to help in the coordination of personal family history research. Use of this 
information for any other purpose, including marketing, advertising, or commercial solicitation, is strictly 
prohibited. 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search!PRF/individual_record.asp?recid=1384205242&1... 1/11/2010 
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IGIIndividual Record FamilySearchTM International Genealogical Index v5.0 

North America 

Abram Tompkins 
Male 

Event(s): 
Birth: 23 SEP 1811 Duanesbury, , , New York 
Christening: 
Death: 08 NOV 1886 Tama Co, Otter Creek Twp, , , Iowa 
Burial: 

Parents: 
Father: 
Mother: 

Cornelius Tompkins 
C9thedne_.6IQWfl 

Messages: 

Pedigree 

Family 

Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LDS Church. No additional information is available. 
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter. 

Source Information: 
No source information is available. 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual ReseNe, Inc. All rights reserved. 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search!IGI/individual_record.asp?recid=l 00242445443&... 1/11/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1 V 1 V .Lr ~l 'I .:> , /"\. U H:U Jl - .l /"\.1 V .l/"\. '-' V . 1 V YV /"\. - VV r /"\. U .Wl 'I.W/"\.LV U 1 JJ /"\. .l 1"\..l.) 1"\.0 .W /"\.1 'I JJ /"\. • . . ragv 1 v.t J 

OU.X'~hSO 
GRAVES 
SURVEY 

WPA -Work Projects Administration 
1930's Graves Registration Survey 

) ( Post-em Notes ) ( WPA History ) ( FAQ ) ( Volunteers ) ( Contact Us 

Iowa WPA Graves- Searchable Genealogy Database & Family History Resource- Locate Ancestors and Complete Your Family Tree 

G~neology Death Records F_amily Tre~ History Free Gen.e_alogy_Be~ds 
Lookup Obituaries & Death Records Comprehensive Family Tree Obtain Free Family Tree & 
On Anyone Free. Official Service Search. Trace Your Family History Genealogy Records On Anyone. 
Dealll-Records.GovDeathRecords.com Here. Official Sources 

TOMPKINS, Abram 
Born: 

Died: 
Cemetery: 

Location: 

1811 
08 NOV 1886 

HAYES 

Ancestry.com FamilyTrees.GenealogistRecords.co~ G I 
Ao&by cog e 

Add a Post-em Note 

~ · How to yse po~t-em nQt.e.s ... 

Your Name: (required) 

Your Email: 11) (required) 

County: 

Record Notes: 

OTIER CREEK TWP. 

TAMA CO. - IOWA 
AGE 75 ... PVT. (BLACKHAWK WAR) 

I Notify me when others post to this record. 

The information contained on this website was originally recorded by Iowa 
WPA (Works Progress Administration) workers during late 1930's. In 
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format. 

• Search for additional Iowa WPA Records 

• Learn more about WPA History 

• Get answers_ to f re<tu_ept!y_asked questiol)s about WPA accura_cy. 

Related Web Page: (optional) !I) 

URL: 

URL Tille: 

Note: 
(required) 

• Vlsit!he Iowa Gravestone f>hoto Project. You have 400 characters remaining. 

No "Post-em's" have been 
contributed for this record. 

Password: X] (Required) 

Home 1 Friends of IAGenWeb 1 Join Our Team 1 Postern-Notes I WPA History I Contact Us I Admin 

Project Coordinator · Rich Lowe 
Copyright@ 2010 -IAGenWeb, lowaWPAGraves.com 

Web Site Design and Web Hosting provided by JLConsulting 

http://iowawpagraves.org/view.php?id=229991 1111/2010 
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l t•111JD 
GRAVES 
SURVEY 

WPA -Work Projects Administration 
1930's Graves Registration Survey 

) ( Post-em Notes ) ( WPA History ) ( FAQ ) ( Volunteers ) ( Contact Us 

Iowa WPA Graves- Searchable Genealogy Database & Family History Resource· Locate Ancestors and Complete Your Family Tree 

G~neology __ Q~~J.b. R~~ords t=Jim iiY . .Tr.~ J:ljstory Free Gene'! logy ~~corg~ 
Lookup Obituaries & Death Records Comprehensive Family Tree Obtain Free Family Tree & 
On Anyone Free. Official SeNice Search. Trace Your Family History Genealogy Records On Anyone. 
Dealh-Records.GovDealhRecords.com Here. Official Sources 

TOMPKINS, Mary A. 
Born: 

Died: 
Cemetery: 

Location: 

1813 

25 JUL 1893 
HAYES 

Ancestry.com FamilyTrees.GenealogistRecords.co~ G I 
Ads by oog e 

Add a Post-em Note 

..f How to us~ post:-em not_e§ ... 

Your Name: (required) 

Your Email: llJ (required) 

County: 

Record Notes: 

OTTER CREEK TVVP. 
TAMA CO.- IOWA 
AGE 80 ... W/0 ABRAM TOMPKINS 

Notify me when others post to this record. 

The information contained on this website was originally recorded by Iowa 
WPA fY'/ork.s Progress Administration) workers during late 1930's. In 
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format. 

• Search for addi.tiOili!LLowa_\'Y.PA Records 

• Lei!rf'\_mqre about WPA History 

• Get ans}Yers to fre_quen.t!y i!_S_~e~ .<tl!estions about WPA accuracy. 

Related Web Page: (optional) l1J 
URL: 

URL Title: 

Note: 
(required) 

• Vis_i_t th~t iQ._ya ~ra'{(!Stone Photo Project_. You have 400 cha.raders remaining. 

No "Post-em's" have been 
contributed for this record. 

Password: •II (Required) 

Home 1 Friends of IAGenWeb 1 Join Our Team I Postern-Notes I WPA History I Contact Us I Admin 

Projed Coordinator - Rich Lowe 
Copyright ~ 2010 . IAGenWeb, lowaWPAGraves.com 

Web Site Design and Web Hosting provided by JLConsulting 

http ://iowawpagraves.org/view. pbp ?id=229993 1/ 11/2010 




