Standard Form For Members of the Leglislature

Name of Representative HALL, JONATHAN (:Hggm (e B Senator
7 aﬂf (7 b
,jﬁ AN f of 9] I"Jf' s rat (oo f; ‘ ;"" &

»’_

1. Birthday and Place__U_Ee.hru.a:.y_LBD&,_Ba.tania_ﬂount_y.,_ﬂeﬂntk

2. Marriage (s) date place
Achsah F. Childs (NV ¢ 1811 =5 April 1882) 12 Tilne 1832, Bethany, NV

3. Significant events for example:

A. Bus in.ss_[_me_r_,_rjeacher  SUTVEVOT

B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession

4. Church membership

5. Sessions served_8th GA. 1860-1861, HD 9, Dew Moines County
6. Public Offices

A. Local

B. State_Justice, Iowa Supreme Court, 1854; Membwe Iowa Constitutional
Conventions 1844, 1857

C.'National

7. Death_ 11 Jupe 1874, at home, Burlington, Iowa, kidney disease, bur Aspen Grove
Cem, Burlington, Iowa
8. Children_(1-5), five children died young; (6) Benton J.(also Ia legislator);
(7) Josephine (Hughes), (Ia. c. 1841 - 25 August 1879)

9. Names of parentsColonel Samuel Hall; Hannah Chapin

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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10.Educalion Middlebury (later called Wyoming) Academy

11. Degrees

12. Other applicable information_ Taught schH®B]l 4n winte®io  fimance
his education in summers, for 3 years. After leaving school, joined civil engineerngcompany
that surveyed into _sections Genesee andradjoining counties. Began readingtaw—imAtbany;—NY,
1828, +1829 in Cleveland, OHio, and 1830 in Ranesville, OHio. Admitted to-Ohio bar in Columbus,
Ohio, 1831 and began practice in Moutfi Vernon, OHia. Because-of death-ef feferite—ehild;—in 18-
moved to Borlington, Iowa, then soon after to Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, where he practiced for over

4 years. Was one of organizers of academy at Mt. Pleasant that becameTtowaWesteyan—University.

After participating in 1844 constitutional convention he moved to Burlington, and practiced

there for rest of life. In 1855 he hecame president-of Burlingtan & MissouriRiverRatiroad,

and first engine of line in Burlington was named J. C. Hall, for him. In 1854 he was appointed
to Towa Supreme Court to fill vacancy, but did not run fer eleetion—whenrtermended—In
1857 was delegate to Iowa Constitutional Convention, and had much responsibility for the
education provisions of that Constitution

Elected to legislature for 1860 term, he authorized or secured passage of bills providing

for publication of Code Revisdon of 1860 and for allewians sebsdent—mititary persommel to Vote

in Iowa elections while away from the state.

His son Benton J. read law wibh him, and-praetieced—withhimformost—of the Test of his
life. B. J. (or Ben), was in Iowa House 1872-3, Iowa Senate 1882-5, U. S. Congress 1885-6,
and Commissioner of Patents during Clevelandls—first—term:

6 Iowa Annals 3d edition 9 (1903), is a transcript of a district court case in which
he represented defendants accused by a Missouri slave owner of harboring or assisting fugitiwme
slaves; the owner sought damages for loss of his slaves.

Regarded as one of the outstanding lawyers of his area. He appeared in many district
courts in southeast Iowa. Because of illness he did little legal work the last two years of
his life.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Sources Log For Legislation Entries

Applicability

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained

Stork/Clingan, Legislators

X Sessions served
Burlington Weekly Hawkeye 18 June 1874 p3 %X death, obit
6 Iowa—Annals 3d 19 (1903) x fugitive slave case
STiles, Recollections of Iowa Lawyers (1916) x references
U. S.—Biographical Dictionary., Ia Ed (1878) x bio . p.22F-229
Aspen Grove Reg of Burials 1874-1896 X JC & wf ,hcs‘rkiuh
Histoxry Des Moines Co. 1879 X xefs.
1850 Census, DM Co &&2 481 X JCc, wf, BJ, Josephine
1860 —" ) h52 X HC, wf, Josephine
1870 " " 381 X JC & wf; BJ mnext door

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



JONATHAN C. HALL

Served on the lowa Supreme Courl from February 15, 1854, when he was
appointed to [ill the vacancy vccasioned by the retirement of John F. Kinney,
until January 15, 1855. i

Born in Balavia county, New York, February 27, 1808. Afler attending
Wyoming Academy in New York he engaged in surveying, then studied law at
Albany. He first practiced law at Cleveland and M\. Vernon in Ohio. In 1840
he came to lowa and practiced al Mt. Pleasant and Burlington.

He wasa memberof the Eighth and Eighth Extra General Assemblies and of
the Constitutional Convention of 1857. Asa member of the convention he was
author of the constitutional provision for the present public school system.
He was also one of the founders of lowa Wesleyan College. Justice Hall is
credited with the responsibility of the publication of the Code Revision of
1860. He was. Tor a'time, president of the Burlington and Missouri Railroad.

Justice Hall died June 11, 1874,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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the second mavor of Sabula, and by reélections held
that office three vears, and was state senator from
1864 to 1868, In that hody he was on the com-
mittee on agriculture and commerce, and one or
two other committecs, and was assiduous in the
discharge of his duties.

Mr. Hilsinger is attorney for the Sabula, Ackley
and Dakota railroad, and active in all enterprises
tending to benefit the city, the county or the state.

He cast his first vote for John C. Fremont in
1856, and has always voted the republican ticket,
He was a delegate to the national convention which
nominated General Grant in 1868,

Mr. Hilsinger is an Odd-Fellow and Freemason ;

THE UNITED STATES BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.

has taken three degrees in Odd-Fellowship, is a
Royal Arch Mason and Knight Templar, and has
taken the thirty-second degree in the Scottish rite.

He is not a member of any church, but he has a
partiality for the Methodist Episcopal creed.

In 1867 Miss Mary E. Scarborough, of Sabula,
became his wife, and they have had four children, of
whom they have lost two,

Mr. Hilsinger has a modest, unassuming appear-
ance, and a stranger would not be likely to esti-
mate him according to his ability and worth. He
has been, and is. a very useful citizen of Jackson
county, those who know him best having the highest
esteem for him. :

HON. JONATHAN C. HALL,
. BURLINGTON.

ONATHAN CHAPIN HALL was born in Ba-
tavia county, New York, on the 29th of Feb-

ruary, 1808, Ile was the third child of Colonel
Samuel Hall and Hannah Chapin Hall, who were
pioneers of that county, having settled there in
1804.

Judge Hall was eminently a self-made man, His
early life was that of a farm boy, his father having
at an early day cleared a farm out of the heavy
forests. His early culture was obtained at the
common schools and Middlebury (now Wyoming)
Academy. By his own cxertions he received a
good English education, having tanght school for
three years during the winter to defray the ex-
penses of his summer tuition,  After leaving school
he joined a civil engincering corps, and surveyed
into sections (ienesee and adjoining counties.

In 1828 he began reading law at Albany, New
York, under the mstruction of Abram Van Vecten,
and continued until 182¢9,.when he entered the law
oftice of Coles and Andrews, in Cleveland, Ohio,
where he remained until 1830, He removed to
Zanesville, Ohio, and completed his legal studies
under Judge Keith, of that place. In this year he
was admitted to the bar ar Columbus, and locat-
ing at Mount Vernon, Knox county, Ohio, at once
commenced the practice of his profession. On the
12th of June, 1832, he was married to Miss Achsah
F. Childs, at Bethany, New York. His practice
increased and it was not long until he was engaged
in nearly all the important litigation in that por-

tion of the state. But in 1839, induced in some
degree by the unfortunate results of the financial
troubles of 1836-7, but more especially in conse-
quence of the death of a favorite child, whose loss
rendered him dissatisfied with his surroundings, he
removed to what was then the far west, and tem-
porarily stopped at Burlington, lowa territory. He
concluded to locate at Mount Pleasant, Henry
county, to which place he removed in January,
1840. During his first vear he succeeded in es-
tablishing himselfl in an extensive practice, attend-
ing courts in eleven counties. He witnessed the
organization and opening of the first courts in
many counties, and for many years in the early
history of lowa was retuined in important litiga-
tion in all parts of the state and in Illinois. In
1845 he was elected o member of the ®irst consti-
tutional convention, and shortly after the close of
the session he removed to Burlington, where he
spent the remainder of his life. In 1854 he was
appointed associate justice of the supreme court
of the state, to fill a vacancy caused by the resig-
nation of Hon. |. I, Kinney. ‘T'he opinions written
by him appear in fourth (i. Green's * Reports.” In
1855 he was elected president of the Burlington
and Missouri River Railroad Company, and it was
largely owing to his indomitable energy and per-
severance that that enterprise was organized upon
a successful basis. In the Presidential campaign of
1856 he was again elected member of the consti-
tutional convention that tramed the present funda-
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Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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mental law, under which the state government is
organized. [He was an active and influential mem-
ber of the convention, and to his exertions and in-
fluence is greatly due the superior educational sys-
tem of Iowa. In the discussions to be found in the
constitutional debates remains a perpetual monu-
ment of his research, broad and liberal views, can-
dor, unselfish and disinterested zeal for the public
good. He was elected a member of the ninth
general assembly of the state in 1859, and consented
to forego his professional duties for that purpose
at the solicitations ol his professional brethren, who
wished his influence and judgment in the prepara-
tion of the revision of the laws, which it had been
appointed for that assembly to frame and enact.
He was a member of every constitutional con-
vention, and was regarded as one of the founders
of the state, and did more, perhaps, toward fram-
ing the state government than any other single
individual, and was always the uncompromising
champion of the educational interests; his first act
in the young territory being to assist in founding an
academy, which has since developed into the lowa
Wesleyan University. The State University found
in him a staunch supporter. To his liberal views
>’

the beneficent provisions of the homestcad and
other exemptions are due, while his practical judg-
ment was largely influental in the adoption of a
form of procedure which, for its justice and sim-
plicity, its freedom (rom technicalities and evasiuns,
has probably no superior. He was regarded as one
of the prominent lawyers of the northwest, compre-
hensive in his views, clear and perspicuous in ‘argu-
ment, and of great power as an advocate,

In politics, he was an amswerving democrat, a
prominent, honored and influential member of that
party. During the DBuchanan compaign he made
one hundred and seventeen speeches, which re-
ceived the commendation of his friends and the
respectful consideration of his political opponents,

Socially, he was a man of great heart; his charity
and liberality were scarcely limited by his means.
In kindness and tender consideration for all his
fellows he was without many ¢quals, and none could
say of him that he ever intentionally did any man
a wrong. He was an extraordinary man in all the
elements of greatness, his presence was command-
ing, and his supremacy was written in his person
and features; his fair fame will ever remain a proud
legacy to the state he so greatly honored.

GEORGE M. REYNOLDS,
NEW [LAMPTON.

HE oldest journalist in Chickasaw county,

Towa, in age and in occupancy of the editorial
chair, is George M. Reynolds, proprictor of the
New Hampton “Courier.”  He left home just as he
had entered on his teens; received most of his edu-
cation at the printer's case, and is to-day one of the
best informed men in the county. Mr. Reynolds is
the son of a cloth manufacturer, Joseph Reynolds,
and was born in Rahway, New Jersey, on the 13th
of November, 18r4. His grandfather, John Rey-
nolds, was a revolutionary soldier, and a pensioner
until his death.

The maiden name of George's mother was Lffie
Marsh, and her grandfather, Christopher Marsh,
was a captain of scouts for General Washington.
He was caught by the tories and marched, in his
drawers and stockinyg feet, to I'renton, New Jersey,
whence he was subsequently released by General
Washington during the battle at that place.

George attended a district school, and worked at

23

home until fourteen years old, and from that age to
that of twenty-one, was in a printing office at Mont-
rose, Pennsylvania, Ile then spent three vears in
New York city, mostly in the office of the “ Courier
and Enquirer,” published by James Watson Webb;
was two years in the office of the Mobile, Alabama,
* Advertiser," and the same period in the office of
the Montgomery “ Journal,” edited by Hon. Henry
W. Hilliard, then a state senator from Alabama, and
alterward member of congress. He then went to
Louisiana and published papers six years, and re-
turned to the north in 1848. He established the
“National Reformer,” at Honesdale, Pennsylvania,
and the next year removed the establishment to
Carbondale and started the lackawanna * Journal,”
which he conducted for nine years, and sold in
May, 1858. He came to Dubuque, Iowa, the next
month, and worked on the Dubuque * Daily Times,"”
Jesse Clement, editor. In 1859 he removed into
the interior of Towa, and became one of the pub-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Mpines, lowa.
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In granting the request of the bar,
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(Gentlemen of the Dar:=The court cone
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pur| deceased brotner, the'
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ting eyloginbh qpon bis career and tri-
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“27th pf February, 1603, By hldown &
ertlops, mainly, he obtalned a'good En
lish leducation, attending, during th

miher seaton, for three years at Mld
dlebgry Acnlemy (now Wyoming) any
]u-cli\ng winters to ralse the means o
defrdying his expenses,

lnrunuury, 1831, he was sdmitted t
the Lar at Columbus, Ohlo, and com
mended practice at Mt, Vernon.

Inithe autumn of 1840, he removed td
Durllrigton, and in 1840 went to My

lar old fash-

musle will be

During his fdrat year in owa he at
teru.lLd cates in eleven countles, and b

Davis countles, and brought the firkt sul
gver(tried In Pottawattamle county.

In]844, Judge Hall was elected & mem
ber ¢! the first Constitutional Conven
tlon, from lenry county.

Inithe fall of that year he retarned t4
Durlington, taking Into partnersbip with
him 'F. B. Mills, Exy. Mr. Milis wa
killed In the war with Mexien, |

In 1854 Mr, 1all was Judge of th
Supreme Court of lowa.

n 1855 he became President of th
Burlington and Mlssour! River Rallroa
Company, and in that capacity Infused
new life into the enterprise, . The second
l};rulilumtlu on the road was named J, C

all. l

In the Presidential campalgn of 185
he was chosen delegate to Constitutiona)
Convention, which coovened in| Iow
Clty in 1857, He took an activé ang
prominent part, particularly In favor o
the educational system of the State.

In 1854 he was elected to the State Le
Islature, In the interest of the New Cou
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€
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five lnches in
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Judge Hall followed his profession It
the city till |{within & few years, whei
the disease which terminated his exisy
ence compelled him to retire from busl
ness. During his remarkable career a
an advocate and a jurist, his services
the leth times attended
ry.

yolo- ity ourt in Washingtoy
1 Judge TIall was married on the 12th o
June, 1832, to Mies Achsah Childs, o
Bethany, New York., who survives him
{Seven children were the frults of th]
unlon, all deceased excepting one son
Benton J.Hall, and one daughter; Mrs
J. P. Hughes. - e
At the time of his death Judge Hal
was senjor member of the frm of Hall
& Baldwin. #e had, however, taken nd
part in the law business within ‘the pass
two years. When io the days of hid
rime, 4e was consldered the Jesding

.

or two with
d a horrible
perensde of &

the T.

1 sapuirdd the nowders

P. & W., you know |what & sweel
wemper Cotton his,—nearly drowned &
1ady from La Harpe, downd at the deno’

I"leagant, and thege opened o law offlce}

were widely sought aiter. | He severa|

only knew him!tn respect snil sdmire
his greas abilitics as u lawyer, his cours
tesy anil kinddess towards his proles-
slonal breturgn, and the high sense of
professtonal Jprightness, lutegrity and
cundor that always characterized his In-
tercourse; his torbearsnce towards his
opponents, and especlally to the young
members of the profession. Ile never
souglit to win & verdict from & Jury, nor
to suggest it at un argument In hiz favor
to the ocvurt that the opposing counsel
was young or Inexperienced., lis
wind  was . In (8 higher atmosphere
than this, but jon the contrary, he
always sympathized wlth thote who
had’ just set out In the profestional race
—gave s helping hand, was to them &
leader, & helper,iand an example—and
to this part of the prolession his loss will
be pecullarly gréat. ) i .
It Is enongh to say=—nadopting the Jan-
guage of snother—but which Is more
fitting and'sppropriate than anything I
could say: ""I'hat throughout his career
* he always malotained that dignlty of
' deporiment, and that noble and unos-
® tentatious prejence that uniformly
* characterized hls manners In soclal in-
© terconrse, and In his intercourse with
“ hia brethren, hls suggestions were als
+ ways couched in friendly terms =snd
“ pever marred by harshoess. | And
“ gyet when disdnse had shatter his
* physieal ntmnath and written Its of-
" fect in haggard lines upon hls cqunte-
* pance, It was unsble to rob him of his
‘ accustemed dignity of bearing, which
“ pses merely the outward expresslon of
“our elevated and noble nature within.”
‘Therefore, in adcordance with yolr re-
| | quest, it Is ordered that the resoldtlons-
of the bar be entdred upon the records of.
the court, and frdm respect to the mem-
ory of the deceasgd, It Is ordered that
this court do now|adjourn until Monday
mornlog at 10 o’clock."” * |

Bllderback's Plllew. |

Poor old Bilderback, he couldn’t get to
sleep last night. | He came In Iate,’snd
when he sbughbt |his downy couch, his
piliow had got tipped out on the'floor,
snd he scraped all over the room on'hig
hands and knees before he could find it,
and after he got it there was no sleep’in
it. Everybody koows how lerribly fae
tiguing 1t 1s to llp In bed wide Awake
when one Is dylogito get to sleep. The
old gentleman toysed ‘and kickefl, he
growled at the.bed |and grombled at his
plllow, which' came in for such & share
of anathemas that Mré, Bilderback sald
1t was no wonder be couldn’t sleep, he
was afrald to. He only poundéd the of-
fensive object snd’ sald " he’ didn’
lke =a plllow e shape ' of “an
srmy “saidle, and he would swear at
t it took the right shape. “"Then he
turned It over and said it was hard as 3
brick. Then he set 1t up on edge and sald

with the bereaved family.

s inns AR AP RN 1RSSRy Dog

Thi funersl will take place from hig
Iate residence, No. 416 Columbla street

flat, and sald he might as well try to



unie, FRUIEF [HAG Lhe vhie
Hve e Beretofors, snd o
1w 108 16 Joln the uamers
F your townsmal, Genaral
ommending him &8 one of
andy I (hink, mest avallas
t named for that offlee,
|| RervnLiean,
S n e ]
am “ther's Way,
w un,l'Jn!Ml Lutter
e

Uy red from e
low's oréek below Ht, Aus
nan named Cochrane hus

oreek for the part three |’

4 & wife and two song, one
¢ other kighteen years old.
ad planted & few orange
nongh sweet potatoes, shot
and esught enough dsh to
'neday the oldest boy kill-
iéd It aod placed the bide
ftodryl Hisdog tore the
fence, und the boy was
vhen the father approach.
Wld man wuas ip an Hlshue
mptorily ordered his son
og. 'The boy demurred.
+ owned both the dog and
If the former tore the pelt,
ured but Bimeell, It was
» get m gaod deer hound,
intend 19 kil this ‘one
er excuse; Harsh words
s rage thelold man rushed
and reappesred with =
‘Now you| cun take your
houted; *“*you've got to
wr 1'll shopt you."
+dto kill! his dog, and
rnised thd rifle and fired.
ped to th ground, shot
lomen, Iis glond welled
ser hide. | He lived about
-n _hour. |II® brother be-
o loudly {hatthe old man
itan end fohlm. He ran
nd eeruréd the powder-
-pouch, saving his own
nunf | double murder,
a8 though he had been
e of duty. He proeured
srave, hiired a clergyman,
nelghbors ro the funersl,
wirled,! and the old wan
hie yesting-place. He
« slncere mourner, Toa
a1t "he was not sor-
h: d, he sald, ]
I wut of the boy be-
lo Just as I told him, and
e other one If he don't
[ suy to Him."” The crime
- that the/suthorities had
warrapt was lssued, and
Johnle county set out Lo
e bereaved father heard
affectionate leave of hls
ining sdn, and, rifle In
Okechobea, The shers
.y 80d his succeeded In

—

of llomest Jourme
alism. i
1 the| Boston Herald at
f the| Anclent and Hon-
‘estival on Mondny even-
eak lon'the press, and
r Just'and Ear. things:
wurnalism s notso much
serformance. Its motto
h and shsme tbe devil,
d occupatioa. It hasto
lles told by other people
y organs and politiclans
has time to tell any
un,.
| lle & little, Congress
ny lylng promises to pay
does not try to keep.
in- platforms as false s
nterested persoos lle to
due them or evade de
Ve are, expected to sift
give the public nothing
-ee what &' task fs put
¢ can stand It. We do
Yelcome any sacrifice If
Torl? i‘r‘!f_l:ar and better.
iing to u rsuf-
1 rejolce r.hr: ’.’?f.m.
.nlnlg ndependent . On-
o the ““=at newspspers
rge fow the gresat
Iar Ag newspapers
neW.  apers—are inde-
ieople Jike them, though
o, mot, |and patronize
be more. and more 8o,
t jourdalism Is also both
rable. :
|

$q rce: lowa Terri
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We might have an '_

cee epwrwmeny ey RWOHE NYE IDONER IN
longthy Thnlr body resumblen that of
B perohiy whils thielr head (s 1ke that of
hoattieh Bue the queernst thing about
thesa ereatures )u that they have four
|ege looated whete tha vental and anal
Nos sreviuslly Jound en' Aahes,
fael and toen mreahaped 1'!!7 much like
{hose of tho comtuon rragﬁ Wora It not
ler ihe sealy sldens! the repillo=with
our limltea knowledge of natursl hise
lory==wa should |asslgn 1t p place among
the walorsnowis which mre found In
stagnant pools and shady jlml.

i ‘Yhe amphiblans were eaptured in a
tmall stream, by Mr, Corbett, of Flint
Rtiver township, 1le hal damned the
Lhulough in order to obtaln water for
Is stock, The pond thud creatod was,
{n & few days discovered to be filled with
milllonsof these young crdeodiles, They

dre certainly curlositles in the Icthyolo-
gical band of natural histdry.

il

Try the Chiurm,

: day there -wlbd In the ofMice
?I' the U, 8. Express Complnnr. snme Du-
plex Elliptic churns, convenlent to the
door. 8o singular were tljess churns In
appearance that no mental man, passing
by, could reslst the temptation of reach-
fog In and taking s turp or two with
he crank, which emiued s horrible
10l%e, like the wood-shed jerenade of s
T. C.ln early spring. The|boys endured
this annoyance until some three hund-
ted and fifty men bad ground away at
those churns, and then Co1wn Smith, ot
the T. P, & W,, you know |what & swest
mper Cotton has,—near]y drowned a
Isdy from La Harpe, down st the depot
the other day—got mad, ardd went and
daubed lampblack on the| underside of
the churn handle nearest the door, Pret-
ty toon slong came & young clerk In
yhlle duck clothes and :Ia light-house
iut. ** Glve the monkey five cents,” he
ald, and ground away at the churn as
if It was a hand organ. Then he
looked st his hands,| sand when
we get a new Involce of dashes from
Chleago we'll try and tell what he sald.
Then' s young maa (rom tome, Transpor-
tation line office, came by and clutched
he churn. ““How's trix, Cotton?" says
he, and then slapped & fly on his cheek,
and—but If yeu never heard Cotton
Smith and Sam Stewart smile in chorus,
ou don't know what ecared the peopl

' The olher

The| [1a])

. 3" wsnr wniin WA

Kitled In the war with Mexlon, |
In 1664 Mr el was Judge of th
““{I"i'rh;:!“fl!l“IMIIM‘:I:.II‘N‘II fent of (
e Hen ]

lluﬂlnamn anil Missoiel Niver |'|l?
Company, anil in that eapacl
huw 1lfe Into the enterprise, ‘I'ie ssvon
locamative on the road was named J, ¢

In the Presldential nmEn'lgn of 1K)
lio was uhosen delegain te Uonatltution
Convention, which convened In low
Chy In 687, Ile took kn nutlva ani
rominent part, partloularly In favor 6
he edugationnl nywtem of the Kiate,
In 1830 he was eleeted to the state Le
Islature, In the Interest of the New Co
which was soon after brought Into exist

ence,

Judge 1Tall followed hls profersion id
the city till within s few years, whe
the dlscuse which terminated his exisy
ence compelled him to retire from buald
ness,  Durlng his remarksble career a
an alvocate and a jurlst, his servicey
were widely sought witer, lle severa
times attended Cours In Washlngtor

ty.

Judge Mall was married en the 12th o
June, 1882, to Miss Achsab Chllde, o
lietinny, New York., who survives him
Heven chlldren were the frults of thl
unlfon, all deceased excepting one kon
Denton J.1Ixll, and one daughter; Mrs
J. 1 Hughes, i

At the time of his death Judge Hal
wad senlor member of the drm of Lal
& Baldwin. e had, however, taken nd
part in the law business within the pasg
two years. When in the days of hi4

rime, Le was consldered the lesdlog
AWYer, ?erhws. in ‘the State. With o
powdrful volee and & commanding 'pres-
ence, he war very effective before a jury
Persgnally, he was & very warm-hearted
wan, and lesves a large clrcle of Intimaty
frien{ls to mourn his loss and kympathize
with the bereaved family, i

The funeral will take place from hld
late resldence, No, 416 Columbla street
Satutday afternoon at three o'clock.

ACTION OF THE NAR,
day morning the members of the
¢ bar met putsuant to adjournment
Judge Tracy reported the follow-
psolutlons which were adopted:
eneas, Judge J. C. Hall,a mem4
I the bar of Des Molnes county, andl
tona(times Judge of the Supreme coury
of the State, /departed this life on thq
11th day of June, 1874, at his late | resi-
dence in Burllngton, lowa; | -

Resoleed, That we have learned with|
the deepest regret of the decease of our
vajukble assoclate and esteemed personal
friend, Judge J. C. Hall—that by hig
death' the legsl profession has lost an old
and truly bonored member, who for,
quarter of a century, stood pre-emid
nently high as logician, lawyer and Jurlst,
The ynwealth inl lost a statesd

Fr
of th
wher
Ing 1

Wy
per o

ver In Illinole after that. And all the
fternoon the boys came right along, and

ade funny remarks, and took a turn at
he old churn, and went sway quletly,
with thelr fingers held very far apart,
rml a look of woe on thelr faces, You
wight set a veritable Lisud-organ in the
xprass office now &nd there len't a man
h Burlington who would touch it with a
Enlr of tongs. Therearé more ways of.

aving fun with the boys than by going
o Oshkosh. It putusin mind of *the

and" the United States Express used to
bave over at the Peorla oftice,

A Granger Comundrum,
Areflective Illinole farmer has been
ropuslog to himself the conundrum:

It pay to belong to'the Grangers?
sndthe resultof his cogitations s that it
does not, It strikes him In the frst

lace that the graoges were not lostituted
g;r the farmers, but by a few Interested
men who wanted to benefit thelr own
pockets. - Next, hels mildly solicitous as
to what has become of all :ze money that
bas been pald Into the organization?
'tmng the statement of Master Adame
that there are' one hundred and twenty
thousand granges in existence, with an
average ol fifty members to esch, and
ringup the entrance fees and dues of
ifho estimates that over two and a half
illlons of dollars have been pald into
o treasury-of the order; I'he writer
ntinoes by- asking: . What s the eb-

t? Who Is benefitted? And. where

thig sum of y
’erbaps many other Grapgers havesask-
themselves questions very similar,

rial ahd State
1]

by

tather.

‘| bar of Des Mdlnes counl{.
o

to? meeting.

man of enlarged and liberal views—hld
nelghbors and lotimate friends a trug

family a loving and falthfnl husband and
|

and generous hearted companlon—hig|"

" hia brathren, bis suggestions wa
ownga gounhel In frluidly termoe  an
Honaver  maeted by harliness, | AR
Fuyan when diagnen 'Irll alinttared iy

®

" p.h Mol trongth and writion gl (10
TUFoGb i haggird Hines upon his cauntes
" nanae, 1% Wia unible o rob him of his
" wouuntemud Uignity of besring, Which
 uaen mernly thu outward expresalan of
“our wlavated and noble nature withim"

I'harufors, 1o ngooridancs with your res
fquert, Ib I8 orderad thast thql renulutlons
of the bar be entdrod upon the recorde 6f
the court, and fram respect Lo the memme
ory nf tho decosshd, 1t 18 ordered that

T'oor old Bllderback, ha couldn't get to
sleep lagt night. | He came In Iats, and
when he sought rlll downy couch, his
plllow had got tipped out on the floor,
and he ecraped all over the room on his
hands and kneex Hefore he could find.{¢,
and after hie got Itthere was no aldep In
it. Everybody knows how terribly fae
tiguing It 1s to 11b In bed wide dwake
when one 1s dylog|to get to sleep.| The
old gen an tojsed and Kkicke, he
growled at th vbedlnnd grumbled nt his
plllow), whie In for such ashare

of anathemsp thyt Mrs, Bilderback sald
It was od-Wond e couldn’t sle¢p, ho
was afrald to¢ Tle only pounded the of-

fensive object and sald he dldn’t
lke a plllow the shape of an
urmy gaddle, and he would awear at
thl it took the right shape. Ther he
turned It over und shld [t was hard 22 &
brick, Then M set It up on edge and sald
It was enough to break a mun’s neck,
Then he tried to pat It out smooth and
flat, and sald he might as well try to
sleep with hls head on a’ Aour barrel:
Then he tried man'd unfalling resort—
he set It up on one end and s he tried to
nestle hls wenry head Into it, he snarled
In tones of mingled!dlsgust and bewll
derment:

*t Blood of the Mar}yrs! Bellnda, what
under the canopy dods all this plllow?”

Half awakentd frdm a sound nap In
which she had fallen] Mrs. B, was as 111
humored as people half awake generally
are. Taking her [own' pillow,| she
Jummed It ‘Into |her llege lord’s
face and told him tq try that and ‘glve
her his. fle fesbly ‘passed It over and
she sleeplly took it, Then sne opened-her

body to eome'in and help her, i}
. “What slld you,” woman?y yelled ‘the
amazed Bilderback. } L 1 el
‘ ©“Ohl'sh!.oh!"” sh went' off ‘llke a
serfes of platol shots, “I “shall| dle!

Resoloed, that we shall ever cherlsh|
the memory of onr departed profesalonal
brother—that we tender to his family our
sympathy, and that we ;equest the dls-
triet and circult courts of this county,
and the supreme court of this state ro)
order these resolutions to be spread upon
thelr records as & memorial of our re-
spect for the deceased, and as an expres-

able energy, his sterling |

professionsl worth, - 3 ]

Resolved, That we, the members of tho|

do attend the

funaral of the deceased In a bod f'[ and

wear the usual badge of mournlng on
. |

ntegrity, and

that occasion, |

On mgtlon, 1lon. D. Rorer, M. D,
Browning, H. W, Starr, and C.:B. |Har|
rington,(were llppoinl.ed & committee to
present [the resolations to the District
and Circuit courtsof this connty, and the
Sapremed Court of the State, to bave the
same spread upon the records of |sald
courts, R Sk |

On matlon, Messrs.. Hedge, Blake and
Kelly, were appolnted to procuresult.
able badges to be worn by the members
of the baratthe faneral, .« 1 “ %o o

On motion, the clty  papers were. re-
quested to publish the procesdings of this

'

Atthe opening of the District Courl yes-

Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at

terdsy morning, Judge Harrington of the

slon of our admiration for his indomit.)|

oh, mercy! mercy! |Oh, you old !fool
I shalldle, I know I ghall!” - - 4

Bllderback gotoutof bed and bdcked
Into the middle of lh% room. “The ter=

rorsof thisnight,' helsald, ‘“have orazed *

her braln, What are you laughing’
at?"’ he roared, “Bpedk, or I'll call the
pollee!™ | I L
“Oh, ho! Ohloh!"
the hysterical female,
Call the police! Oh
any bodg. Oh, my!'o
body to hold me! I wfil dle, I know L
shall} Ohj you old foolj you've been
trying—oh dear! oh, dear—you've been
trylng all night to mal
out—ob, help, help!—put of my, ph 'L
know I shall dle—Buafle!™ - 1..7" (",
And the excited female walled off) Into
hyltarlunlslg les and moans of laughter
that Jasted t
Bllderback, after he
plllow, went to aleep,
and the ghastly app
that wrecked bustle wo
daylight, and whhing:
wasn’t such a'born f k
knew when to guft Jpughing ‘at Both«
h:l‘."”-'1 ke Ay L et fdr
A young man ‘fro
named “Hughes met

h .mf I" shrleked
“i)o, f you darel
o! {Oh hol | Call
, my! call some

uod his sightful
orning.
“Ynew

Is now Io Jall at Ackley. 1

L T A EES T SEA I d

this goury do now al tnurn until Monday .
morning at 10 o'clook."" |
Dilderback's Plllow, |

e s pll-plll-plllow.

eyes and screamed and called for some-

slmost morniog, while

trfé State Historical S ciity of lowa Libra
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AN IOWA FUGITIVE SLAVE CASE—1850. 21

after I returned. They were there some days. Saw them
in the streets of Salem, Can’t tell what day. Don’t know
where they boarded. It was not at the hotel. '
Some discussion here occurred between counsel as to the
propriety of the next question asked by Mr. Rorer, at the
conclusion of which it was ruled out by the Court, and the
defendants stated that they had concluded their evidence,
Mr. Rorer then opened the argument on the part of the
plaintiff, and was followed by Mr. Morton for the defend-
nts. Together, they occupied the whole of the after-
aoon.  No notes of these two speeches were taken at the
time, and in consequence, no attempt will be made to report
them. The concluding argument on the part of the defend-
ants was then made by Mr. Hall, in very nearly the follow-

ing language:
SPEECH OF MR. HALL.*

Jurors—This suit and this trial possess an interest which has rarely
occurred in the judicial history of our young State. Itis truly novel—the
first suit of the kind ever brought west of our mighty river.

The Court, too, is novel. It is not a Court that derives its powers from
this State, but the United States; and the subject matter sued for—the
right demanded by the plaintiff—the wrong complained against the de-
fendants, is based alone upon an act of Congress and the Constitution of
the United States,

*Jonathan C. Hall was born in Batavia, N, Y., Feb. 27, 1808, His enrly years were
spent upon his father's farm, largely in the work of clearing away the heavy forest
with whicli it was originally covered. He was educated in the common schools and
at Wyoming (N. Y.) academy. After his schocl days he joined a surveying party en-
gaged in sectionizing wild lands in Genessee and adjoiniog counties. He began the
study of the Jaw in Albany in 1825, and continued it the following year in Cleveland,
O. Iu 1831 he commeneed the practice of his profession in Mt. Vernon, 0. In 1840 he
removed to Mt, Pleasont, lowa, where he acquired a large law practice. In 1844 he
removed to Burlington which became his permanent home. Upon the resignation of
Judge J. F, Kinney he was appointed Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the
State, holding the place one year, when be was succeeded by Norman W. Isbell, who
was elected by the Genoral Assembly. Judge Hall's opinions appear in Greene’s Re-
ports, Vol. IV, He was for a time president of the Burlington & Missouri R. R., and
‘was instrumental in securing its early construction. He was chosen to the Constitu-
tional Convention of 1857, of which he was one of the most useful and influential
members. He was the author of the school gystem authorized by that instrument.
Elected to the House of Representatives of the sth General Assombly, he was instru-

wental in seeuring the passage of many good laws, among them that providing for

ne publieation of the Revision of 1860, *“Judge Hall was a man of very command-
ing presence, courteous and kindly in his intercourse with others, a profound lawyer,
& just and able judge, and a man whom lown will always be prond to remember
among her most eminont eitizens,”  He died at Burlington, Iowa, June 11, 1874

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.





