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Standard Form Fo r Members of the Le9is lature 

Name of Representative HAJ.J. JONATHAN CHAPIN (,1, c .) Senator' _ ___ _ 

~It' ,,:Iu1 a4.,j IIM-,~ ,,,;(/..,., c,6-d 

1 . Birthday and place 2] February 1808. Batalda Connty, New York 

2. Marriage (s) datI place 
Achsab F ChIldS (NY C 181! _ 5 "prj] 1882), 12 IIIoe 1832, Bethaof . NY 

3 . Significant event. for example: 

A. Busin ••• I owyer, tieacher, surveyor 

B. Civic r •• ponsibilities' __________________ ___ 

C. Profe •• ion, ______________________ _ ~ __ 

4, Church member.hip, _________________ ____ __ 

5 . Se88iona .erved 8th GA. 1860-1861 , AD 9. Dew Moines County 

6, Public Offices 

A. Local _______________________________________________ _ 

B. State Justice . Iowa Supreme Court , 1854 ; Member: Iowa Constitutional 
Conventions "1~8~4~4w. __ l~8~5~7 ______________________________________________________ ___ 

C. National 

7 . Death 11 Juni;> 1874 . at home , Burlington . Iowa . kidney disease , bur Aspen Grove 
Cem, Burlington. I owa 

8. Children 0-5) , five children died youn~ : (6) Benton J.(8150 Ia legislator); 
(7) Josephine (Hughes). (Ia . c . 1841 - 25 August 1879) 

9 . Mames of parent.Colonel Samuel Hall ; Hannah Chapin 
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IIcn I 

1 0. Educati o n Middlebury (later called Wyoming) Academy 

- ---------------- --- ----------

11 . Oegrees ________________ _ 

12 . Other (1pp li cab le informat i o n_ Taugh t sch'!!'hl :to wifte..ea-.io fiua tiCe 
his education in summer~. for 3 yea r s . After leaving schooi. joined civil engineerngcompany 
tha t s urveyed intQ...sections Genes« Bnd/adjoining CQ1mtiQIi BisaR E'eaEiiAg law i n Alba .. y, Iff, 
1828. ±1829 in C leve~and . OHio, aod 1830 in Aanesville , OHio. Admi tted t o· Ohio bar 1n Columbus . 
Ohio. 1831 and begaoj>.Lac tj .ce i n Mou nu Ve rooo , OHio BeCi"ilil of dea ta sf fafirit:e child, in 18~ 
moved t o lorlington. Iowa. then soon after to Mt . Pleasant , I owa , where he practiced for over 
4 year s. Was o..!!.LQf organ.i~li~ academy a t Me Pleasant tbat ~8alRe 1ew& Ue31~,a .. Unive r sity . 
After participating i n 1844 constitutional conven tion he moved to Burlington . and practiced 
t he r e for rest ~In 1855 h.e....h.e..c..ame.-presid Qut gf IhnliRg"8ft ~ Hi""outi River Railroad. 
and f irst engine of line i n Burlington was named J. C. Hall. fo r him. In 1854 he was appointed 
to Iowa Supreme Court ...t!:Lfi11 vacancy . b llt d i d Rot rIolR fer eleeHoft IIIhen term ended. In 
1857 was delegate to Iowa Constitut ional Convention. and had much responsibili ty for the 
education provisions of tha t Constitu tion 

Elected to legis l a ture for 1860 te rm . he authorized or secur ed p.assage of bills providing 
for publication of Cod.e .. . R.eJ,dstioD .a.Ll86.O.-aAd fOT allewing ae:!lIient military personnel t o vote 
in Iowa elec tions while away from the s t ate . 

His son Benton T read......law trillh hi.-m, aBel pra-etieed with him for mos t of the rest of his 
l ife. B. J. (or Ben). was in Iowa House 1872-3. I owa Senate 1882-5. U. S. Congress 1885-6. 
and Commissioner of Paten t s duZ; i R8 ClevelaaEl'e f irst term. 

6 Iowa Annals 3d edition 9 (1903), i s a transcript of a district court case in which 
be r epresented defendan t s accused by a Missour i s l ave owner of harboring or assisting fugitive 
slaves ; the owner sought damages f or loss of his slaves . 

Regarded as one of the ou t s tanding l awyers of his area. He appeared in many distri~t 
courts in southeas t Iowa . Because of illness he did ·little legal work the last t wo years of 
his life . 
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Sources Log For Legislation Entri •• 

.o.pplicability 

Source Non .o.pplicabh Applicable Information obtained 

Stork/Clingan, J.egislatgrs 
Burlington Weekly Hawkeye 18 June 1874 p3 
6 Iowa Annals 3d 19 (1903) 
STiles, Recollections of Iowa Lawyers (1916) 
u. S Biograph ical Dic ti onary. la Ed (1878) 
Aspen Gr ove Reg of Burials 1874-1 896 
History De s Moines 

1850 Census , DM Co 
1860" II 

1870 " II 

Co . 1879 

ili2 481 
652 
381 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

Sessions served 
death . obit 
fugi t ive slave case 
references 
bio -=I " ;).~F·~;)''l 
J:C & wf r _ Cl 5 .. ,.h.1 _,,-
refs. I 
JC. wf , BJ. Josephine 
BC. wf . Josephine 
JC & wf; BJ nex t door 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

JON AT HA N C. HALL 

Served On Ihe ]ow(t Supreme Court frum Februilfy 15. 1854. when h~ \\'~s 
appuinted 10 fill the vacancyoccasiuned b~' lhe retirement of John F. KinnE!}'. 
until )an<Jilry IS. 1855. 

BOrrl in Batavia county. New York. February 27, \806. Afler atlending 
Wyoming Ac~ dem y in New York he engaged in surveying, I hen sr udied la w al 
Albany. He first practiced lawai Cleveland and '...! t. Vernun in Ohi n.ln 1840 
he ca me [0 Iowa ilnd practiced ill .\1t. Pleasant and Burlington. 

He was a membe r of the Eighth and Eighth E~ l ra r;~rH!ral Assem hl ies and of 
the Const i rutionaJ Conven I ion of 1857 . As a member of I he convention he was 
author of the constitutional prods ion fur the present public school system. 
He WiiS also uoe uf the founders of Iowa Wesleyan Colie!!e. juslice Hall is 
crediled wilh Ihe responsihilil)" of Ihe publi r.~ linn nf Ihe Cnde Revision of 
lR60. He lIdS. fur d ·' irnt'. presid~nl "f Ihe llurlin),(ll)n and .\l issnuri Railrnad. 

Jusli<:e H~II dit'd June 11. 1874 
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,,8 TIIF. UNITED S TATES BI()(iRAPJlICAI. DleT/ONAR ,., 

the $econd m~~'or or Sabula. and by reelections held 
Ihn! offwe threl' ~·C:lrs . . 1nol "',15 ~t:l ' e ~en;l!or (rorn 
dl(' 4 to llU,8. In t ll:'!l l'n,ly he "' ,1.< on the com_ 

mil tee "11 .1g:ri<:n!tufc and """'Illcrce, and one or 
Iwo other "ommiuel-s, and was ass iduous in the 
di ... harl>l' or hi~ dulic ~. 

Mr. H il~inger i ~ attorne)" (or the Satml~, Add .. y 
~nd Il:l kola rai lrO:'ld, :Inti .1rli\'~ in all enterprises 

It-nding to I".:ndit the ci t)'. th l! (unnty or the state. 
He (;ast his first ,'o te rM .John C. Fremont in 

1856, and has always " oted Ihe repuhlican ticke t. 
H e w:\< a drlcj.::llc to the ,,:!(ionnl cUII" cntion which 
nominated (;ellcra1 (iran! in ,868. 

Mr. Hilsinger i~ all Odcl-Fello"" and Freemason: 

has laken three degrees in Odd-Fellowship, is a 
Ko),al Arch M;i~"n .1t1l1 Kni!:ht TempJar, lind hu 
t:'lh'o the Ihirly-sct;","1 'lq:ree in the St;ottish rile. 

He is oot.1 memher of any church, but he ha~ a 
partiality for the M ~lhodist Episcopal creed. 

In 1867 M i~s ~!:'Ir)' E. Scarborollgh, of Sabula. 
hec:.me his wife. and they h~"e had fOllr childre n. of 
",hom they h:we lost two, 

Mr. H ilsinge r has a modest, un~ssuming aJlpear­
allce, and II st ranger would not be likely to esti_ 
m:.te him ;H'('Il,ding to his ability and "'orth, He 
h.15 hcen, :lnd i ~,:. vcry !I"'cfnl ci ti" en of Jackson 
r.ounty. tho<c ,,·Im know him ues t havinG the hif:hut 
eSleelll for him. 

H ON. JONATH AN Co H ALL. 
,IJl ' IU.hY(; 'l 'O/I', 

]
ON.'\TH ;\N C UAl'lN HAL L was horn in Ba_ 

I;wi:'l "Ollllt~'. Nt' \\' Y"rk. "n the 27th of Ft'h_ 
rll:'!ry. 11'108. 11 (' lVa ~ Ihe' thi rd ,·hile! of t:olond 
S,1muel Ih1J and Hannal, ('h~!,in Hall .... ho were 
pioneer~ of tha t cOllnly. ha"ing ~cltled there in 
1804. 

judgt' Hall WIIS eminent I)' ~ self-lll:lde man. His 
C:l rly life was thai of a farm hoy, his fathe r ha~ing 
:.t an earl)' da)' dc:.red .1 fa rlll OUI of Ihe heav)' 
for~sts. His early cullnre was ohlaint'd at the 
r.ommon sr.hool~ and ~lid(lIchlirr (no'" W)'oming) 
:\ cadem)'. By hi. 0\\'11 nerlions he re<'ci\'cd ~ 

good Engli 'h l'<liwa!ion, har;og taught 5<:hool fo r 
three )'ear~ during the \\'inter 10 defray the e.\_ 
l'en~es (If his '1IIImlc[ lIIilioll . Afler lc~ving !'el",,,1 
he joint'd a r i"il en "in"erin!: ,-or~, :md sU"'cyed 
into se<:tion~ (;cl1I:see an11 arljoinin!: (;ounti e~. 

In 0\18 he he~:tn re:ulinl! bw ~I 1\]I,an)', Nt'w 
York, under Ihe iIlSITlH.ti"n of .'\I'r:'m \'al1 Vcc!l.'n. 
and continllcd until t8 29,_when he cntert'rI the law 
office of ColC" "IOd Andrews. in Clt'veland, Ohio, 

- where he rcillftined ulltil t '~Jo. He remo~erl to 
Z~l1es\'ilk, I lhi", and cnUll'leled his kl!~l stlldie~ 

under J lldge Keith, of Ihat plate, In Ihis )'enr he 
was aumitterl to the bar ~, ('ohllniJus, ~nd loc.1t_ 
info: lit Mount \'ernon, " no~ ('onnl)" Ohio, 11\ onl.'e 
com menced the practice of hi~ profession, On the 
ath of Jllnt', d!32, he w~ s married to Miss Achsah 
F, Childs. ~I lIethany, New York . H is praclice 
inrreased ~n<1 it was nOI lonl; unlil he was engaged 
in nearly all Ihe i",portant litigation in Ihal por-

tion of th e stale, lint in r839. induced in some 
dc~ r~c b~' the IIl1fnrtlln~le reslll ! ~ of the fin:o.ncial 
troubles of , 836- 7. but IlIure cSI't'cially in (;onse­
<[lIence of the de~lh of a fav orite child, whose loss 
rendered him dissatisfied with his su rroundings, he 
remo,'ed to ... hat \\'.1~ Ih cn the far west. and tcm_ 
pnrarily stopped ~t Burlington, Iowa territor)' . H e 
eonc1uued 10 1"<:atc 3t Moun t Pleasan t, Henry 
(;Olln t)', to .rhich ,,1:l<'c he removed in January, 
, SolO. !luring hi~ fir~1 year he succeeded in u­
I ~hlishing hil11s(.'lf in nn e~ lensi~c pra(;ticc, attend_ 
inl:l courts in de"cn ,·u,mlics. He witnessed the 
o rgani7.~lion and 0pellll1!; of Ihe first COlitiS in 
many connlie~, and fnr many rears in the early 
history of III ... :, was r<:lai'l<:tI in iml'ort:lOt litiga_ 
tion in all P:UIS of thc ~Iate and in .llI inois, I n 
1845 h~' ,,';,s "kUcII :' "'<:lIlhn uf Ihe~irsl conSli_ 
tut ional nn"'Cl1liun, anti ~h"nl}' arler the clusc of 
Ihl' st'~~ion he I'c,,,,,,vt'(l 10 Burlinglon, ... herc he 
sl'enl Ihc t('mainucr of his life. In 185 4 he Wll$ 

ap()Oinled associ~te justice of thc supreme co urt 
of th t' Male, to fill a .. aeancy call ~l'd by Ihe resis:­
nati"n or Hon . .I . F. " innt)' . The opinions writtcn 
b)' him appear in fOllrth Ii , tirt'en's" Reports," In 
1855 he .. 'as elected president of the Hur1ington 
and Mi'lwuri Ri .. er Kailroad Comp:I11Y, and it .... u 
largely owing to his indomitable tntrgy and v-: r­
severance tha t thai enterp rise was organized upon 
a. successful basis. In the I'residential campaign of 
I ~S6 he w,, ~ a!::!.in elecl~d memLt' r of Iht' conSI;­
!lll ional "onvention Ihal tram~d the prescnl funda_ 

. , 
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mental law, under which the state government is 
organized. lie w~s an active and inllnential mem­
ber of the convention, and to his exertions and in_ 
fl uence is greatly Jue the supcrio r cducationnl sys­
tem of Iowa. In Ihe discussions 10 ue found in Ihe 
constitutional deuates remains a J!<'rpetual monu­
ment of his reseo. rch, broo. d :lnd lih.:r~l view,", can­
dor, unselfish and disin teres ted zeal fur the puulic 
good. H e was do:c t .. d a mcmher of the ninlh 
general assembly of the sto.te in 1859, ~nd conseutefl 
to foro: go his l'rufessiono.] (Iuties fo r th ., t purpose 
~t the ~ohcitation ~ of hi~ I,rofes~iona l brethren, who 
wished his intlucnce and judgmt:n t in tht: prc:para_ 
t ion of the revision of th t: !o.ws, which it had been 
appointed for that assembly to frame and enact. 
H e was a member of cvc:ry constitutional con· 
vent ion, and was regard ed as one of the founde rs 
of the st:lle, and did more, perhall!, lo,,'ard fram. 
ing the state government than any other singlo: 
individual, and was ;a lwo.ys the uncompromising 
champion of t he edllcatiOfl.L1 interes ts i his fi rst ac t 
in the young terrilOry heing to assist in fonndi ng an 
academy, which has since developed intu the 101,'a 
Wcsl eyan U niversilr. T he State Universi ty fuu nd 
in him ... ~,aunch ~nrportcr. To his liberal views . ' 

the benefi cent proyi~ion s of the homestead :lIld 
olher exemplions arc due, while his pradil:al judg­
ment was largely intluent ial in the adoption uf a 
(O TO\1 of p rocedure whidl, for ils juslice and sim_ 
plicity, ils freedo m frum technit;alitics and t\'~~iuns, 
has prouably no superiur. H c was rc"arded as one 
of Ihe promincnt l'llVy"rs ot the nurthwest, compre· 
hensi ve in his views, dear ;>ud pcrspi.:\1011S in ~rgu­
menl, and of great IJ(.ower as all ~rl,'ocate. 

In polit ics, he \\';I~ an .. uuswc n ·ill" d eu1f)cnl, a 
prominent,lu)Ilnrclt .lUd illl]IIcnti.1I UlemlJl: r (I f tl1:1.1 
party. Iluring th" 1I",1I;>Il,m c'"''''I,ai.:n he ""ule 
une hundr~t.1 and scventecn .[Jee.:hcs. \\hich ro:­
ceived the commendation of hi~ friends and the 
respet;lful t;ullsidenti<!n t)f his 1'0Iili':.11 0l lpolH:nts. 

Socia lly, he WilS a Ufan uf gr,, ;n hearl; his charily 
and liller,di ty lVere ~"iln'clr linlite.1 by hi, means. 
In kindness and \cnder ,:ollsilil:wtion fur all his 
fdlo",s hI: was withoul mJnr ':' Inat., Jnd none could 
say of hi m Iha t he eycr intentionally !lid an)" man 
... wrong. He wo.s a ll extraordill:lry man in all Ihe 
elements of greatness, hi~ [Jrc~cl1t_ c was command· 
ing, and his suprema.:r was written in hi5 person 
and feall ffes ; his fai r fa mc will cyc r remai n a promt 
leAacy to the stau: he 50 ~really honored . 

GEOR GE M. REYNOL DS . 
.ve II' IIA .IIPTON. 

T H E oldesl journ;>lis' in Chid'~~a\\' county, 
lown, in age and in ocr.upancy or the edi lorial 

chait, is George M. Re~' n old~, p roprietor of the 
New Hamptoo "Courier. " li e t"ft home just as he 
had en te red on his teens; received most of his edu · 
cat ion al the printer's ClSe, ~nl"l is lo.d ay one of the 
best informt'd men in the counly. Mr. Rc}'nold5 is 
the son of a clolh manufat;lu rer, Joseph Reynolds, 
and was bo rn in Rah war , New J ersey, on t he IJ lh 
of Noyember, 18 14. H is grandfa the r, John Rer­
nolds, ~'as a revolutionary soldier, and a pensioner 
unt il his d eat h. 

T he maidcn n.lme of Gcorge's mothe r was Effie 
MaT5h, and her gr.I111l r,1Iher, Chri~I "l'her Marsh, 
was a captain of scouts fo r (j eneral Washingtun. 
H e was ~auGh l by the tories and matched, in his 
drawers and stOck ing feet , to Trenton, New J ersey, 
whence he was 5ub~quentl y released by G eneral 
Washington du ring the baule at that place. 

George attended a dist rir. t school, and worked at 

'.' 

home unti l fourteen yea rs old, and fr01l1 tho.t age 10 

Iha t of twcnty-one, was in a printing office at Mont_ 
rose, Pe nnsylv~n i a , I Ie; Ihen spent three ~'ca rs in 
New Yo rk citr, moslly in the office uf the ,. Courie r 
and E nqui rer," pllblish .. d br J ames Watson Webb; 
was two yeo. rs in the oflicr. of tho: Mobile, Alaha111 a, 
"Ao Yertiser," and the same period in Ihe office of 
the Montgonlery " J ournal," edito:d by Hon. Henry 
W. H illiard, then a state senato r from Alauama, and 
afterward member of congress. He then went to 
Louisiana and published I'.apers six rears, and re­
tnrned to the nort h in I IL\ li. He eslal/ li.hed the 
.. Nalional Reformc r," at J l onc~da l c:, I'cnn.y lYani a; 
and the ne .~t year remu"ed the I:~tahl;'h".e n t 10 
Carbondale and star tcd Ihe ].acka"':lnna" J ournal," 
wh ich he conducted for n ine ytars , and sold in 
May, 1858. He came to Dubuque, 10"'a, Ihe neXl 
month, and worked on Ihe Dubuque" Daily Times," 
J esse Clement, edi to r. In 185 9 he relllo,·ed in to 
the interior of Iowa, and became one o( the pub. 
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AN IOWA F liGITIV E SLAVE CASE- 1850. 21 

after I returned. 'I'hey were there some days. Saw them 
in the stree ts of Salem. Can' t tell what day. Don' t know 
where they boarded . It was not at the hotel. 

Some discussion here occurred between counsel as to the 
propriety of the next question asked by Mr. Rorer, at the 
-conclusion of which it was ruled out by the Court, and the 
d efendAnts stAted tha t they hfld concl uded their evidence. 

Mr. Rorer then opened the argument on the part of the 
plaintiff, find was followed by Mr. Morl an fo r the defend· 
nts. Together, they occupied the whole of the after­

.100n . No notes oC these two speeches were tflken at the 
ti me, and in consequence, no attem pt will be made to report 
the m. The concluding argument on the part of the defend­
anLs was then made by Mr. Hall , in vcry nearly the follow­
iug language : 

J U RoB6-Thi~ ~uit lind this t rinl p05~CU un interest which hns Inrcly 
occurrcd In t he judlcinl history of our young SlBte. It is t ru ly no,·ci- t hc 
fiut suit of the kInd evcr I.o rought west of our mig hty rivcr. 

Thc Court, too, is novcl. It 18 not n Cuurt t hat dHh-es i t s p o,,·eu from 
t hi@ StRte. but tho United StAteS; and the suhject ,'.., a tter sued fo r- the 
r ight demandcd by the plnlntl1!- t he wrong com plnined lignin@! the de­
fcndanu, ie bll ~cd nlone UpOIl nu net of COllgress lind the Const itution of 
t he United Stolel, 

'Jon.lh~n C. H all _ AI ho .n in nAtui •. X. , ... F~b. 20. 18QS.. H is eRrlr ) ........ ... ue 
_pent "pOn IIi . fHlhe . ·. fnrm, In.gel1 in ILe ... orl< of deBTi"," a .... ay Ihe heA~r foros t 
.... ilh ... ·hleL it "' .. original I)· eo" .. reti. II ....... ...d .. Caloo in the COmmOn seLoola and 
at \\·foming IX. Y. ) Aeademy. Afte. hl l,.,lIool da)·1 he joiooo a s .. ".c)·ieg PA rt y en· 
I"lge-d illll'Cl ionl~inj:" wild Iud. I" GellC~ .nd .dJoininji: counti~s. He ""gao the 
Itud)· n f the Iftw io .\lbuJ· in IS~ •• "d cont inued it the following fear in ()Ievelaud, 
O. III ISI I he co,nn'ellce-d Ihe I"aetie~ 01 hi, prof,· .. ion in :.l l. ,"crllon. O. I n IStOhe 
.... mo. ed to MI. PleuoDt. III .... , .. h~rt' he acqui l""l.'d A large I . ... prActice. 10 ISi I be 
tIInlo~ed I., Ilu.lin..,!on ... hie h beeAme hb ""rmln ... n! 1I0me. Upon Ihe ,","igoa tioo of 
.Judge J • • '. ":ioner ho w .. IPpOioled ,\ noeilte Ju~tiee uf th ... SlIv""me Conrt of the 
Slate. holdinG" thc place ono yur. ,,·hen he "·u fueeee<1ed by XormBn W . bOOll, who 
...... eleclOO hr Ihe (leneral .\ Ml'm bly. Jud~ Hall'. opiniuns apl"''''' in Greene'a R .. • 
pO. ts, \"01. IV. tle"'l1 for a tin, ... prt'lidelll of the llurii"G"IOo 4: :.Iissouri R . R .. and 
...... iOSln'mentftllo Jec:uriOj; It . eft rlr con~truc t ion. He "'·u ebOl'en to the Coosti t u· 
tiollal Co"~entlon o f 1&7. of which he " ... one of Ihe m~t u"" ful and ietluen ti al 
m" mOO .... lie wu t ile Autho. of the sellool .r~t'·'" autho. i,ed by tha t instrumeot. 
EI~te<1 to the HOUM of R~ I Ir~'Mt .. ti~'" of the ~th li ene.al Assomhly. lIe,..u i" stru· 

wntal iUl/>Cu.illli: the pa u alla 01 ",.n)" 1IOO<l18"·" "mnIH; them that pro,·idio/: for 
"" publication nf th~ lIHI,i.", n l l!'1iO. '· J udl;~ lI all w a" n m8n of .NY con"nand· 

in,.. pretence. ccll rtoou s a nd kindl)· ill hi~ \""·reo,, . ... with othor •. a pr% u lld lawyer . 
A JUSt and Ab\~ J'Hlllc. Rnd R man ,..tlUln I""·,, will "twaH I", proud to remember 
II.m Oll111,e r mo.t eminen t citi'~I1I.'· 110 Ilioo at lIurlinl1lou . lo w" . JUDe 11. IbOl. 




