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INSIDE 
THE LEGISLATURE 

A look at lawmakers in the 
Iowa Siale Leglslalure 

Mark Zieman 
T1TLE: Chairman. Senate State 
Government Committee 

PARTY: Republican 
AGE: 59 
RESIDENCE: 
Postville 
EDUCATION: 
Attended Iowa Stale 
University 
CAREER AND 

RESUME: Farmer and InJcking 
company owner. Serving second 
term in the Senate. 
FAMilY: Married, four children. 
THE JOB: Zieman's committee 
oversees state government 
agencies and will lead discussion 
of the gambling bill and election 
laws. 
HOW TO CONTACT: Zieman can be 
reached by mail al the Statehouse. 
Oes Moines, IA 50319; by phone al 
(515) 281 ·3371 : or by e·mail at 
mark.zieman@legis.state.ia.us 
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County, Iowa in 1924 10 Caralline 
il) and Henry Deneke. 
) ine Koen ig was born in Union ICily 
;hip in 188S and Henry Bcmeke camu~ to 
ca from Germany about 1874{ ....,hen lie- was 
:ars old. They WCfC married in 1904 and 
hy was their eighth child. Tlxy farmc:d in 
1 City Township. 
laid ""'d Dorothy weft married in 1194\ 
"' er ing in Minnesota amd truckimg in 
osil . .:y moved \0 the Walukon an::a in 
Six children were born to them. 
laid was born in [942 in Long Pmirie, 
!SOla. He graduated from Waukon and 
iean Institute of Business in Des MOtines. 
i2 he married Norma i1 crmal.n. Ihe dalugh
Alma (Sivesind) and Rolamd Hcmwn of 
on, five ch ildren were born no Ihem.lLisa, 
I . Christ ine, David and H;~id i. Domald 
:J in the insurance businessamd currcmtly is 
)resident of Delta Life and AnnllilIY in 
)his. Tcnn~sste. Darrylwasbtorn in 1~6in 
Pra irie, Minnesota. He gr::ll.duated !from 

.on and afterenlisling in the Air Force and 
ng in Des Moines and manalging Bnnwn's 
:c Station in Waukon, he bepin workimgfor 
)wa Depanment of A$riculUure as a !scale 
:tor. In 1965 he marned Rosalie Matnin, 
lughter ofRcva (Ames) and Ralph Malnin. 
had two chi ldren. Loralie anc::l Martim. 
vid was born in 1949 in Caledonia, Miinne
He was a student at Waukom High Sa::hool 
he was killed in an automobile accitdent. 

'ne wasborn in 1953 in Waukon. Shegmldu
:rom Waukon and the University ofnowa. 
narried John Va n Pelt of lo-a City. They 
two sons, John and B'1'an. Jomn iscurTfCntly 
rintendenl of Schools III New.' Sharon, Iowa 
Darlc ne is employed in lLynn Cmun ty 
rds Department as a computcer analysrt. 
nnis wasborn in 1955 in Wal.ll.kon. HeJSTad
I from Waukon and from Des t.io ines. Area 
munity Colle\e . He married Julie Mallison 
ta, Iowa and our sons were born to nhem, 
I, Timothy, Aaron and Evan_ Dennis -owns 
'n's . vy Equipment R~pa:i r Business in 
i , Ir 
niel .... "s born in Waukon in 1 959. Hel&rad
I from Wauko n and auended Hal'llkeye 
in Waterloo, and Universi t)t" of Minmesota 
ring in law enforcement a!l\d gradwated 
the Police Acadcmy in Des Moine:s. He 

ied Wanda Fish, the daugllltcr of S.'lIndra 
'cr) and Wayne Fish. They lI1ave tWO) chil
. Shannon and Donald. Danie.1 is curre:ntly a 
ty sheriff in Boone County IlOwa. 
maid Brown was a live:'itock b auler anld hog 
r in Allamakee County from 1951 unl il his 
lin!981. 
)folhy BrownmarriedArmi n Wuennecckein 
'. He was born in 1925 to John and Ella 
mersla&e) Wuennecke. They were farrmers 
nion Glty Twp. Armin served in the- U.S. 
y and then became a bookkeeper. He ns cur· 
y employed at Welch Feed and Fert iliaer al 
kon. 

PHILLIP ALFRED YOUNG 

!illip Alfred Young is the son of Jesse Willet
~d Young and La Vonne WinJUefred (Safford) 
ngofrural Hesper Township i n Winneshiek 
i1 ty. J esse was born on 8-29· 19 18, the son o f 
:d lacob Youn~ 2-21-1890 10 9-13-197'5 and 
na Karinc (Gnndeland) Young 10-201- 1891 
·27-1924. Jesse married LaVonne on 2-14-
!. LaVonne was hom 7-5- 1924, the daughter 
jseph Erwin 7-29-1899 to 5-10- 19H a nd 
y Margaret (Entsminger) Safl'ord 6-23'-190 I 
!- 19·1968. Jes~ and LaVonn~had fou..rchil
, Rober t, Emma, Phillip and Willet. 
lbef1 ' ~ssc, born 10-24- 194l. married San
(Bn i) on 8-23-1969. ShlC was balm on 
· 19.. . rhey had three children, Bobbie 
e 6-29- 1970, Ronald les~ 8·29·1912 and 
cy Lou 2-23-1 976. T hey farmed in Hesper 
'nship in Winneshick County until RDben's 
h (farm accident). Sandra remarried tD Vern 
Icon 12·23-1985. 

8nllldon 7, Bllir4. B~CI 2 Apri t 1986 Sheryl and Phil
lip Yount 

Emma Marie, born 10-3- 1945, married Fred
erick Irvin Thompson on 6-25·1966, who was 
oorn on 12-1-1934, They had three ch ildren, 
F rederick Jr. 1- 1-1967to 1-3-1967 (who died of 
premature birth), K..ath ryn Emma 4-27-1972 and 
Maynard Irvin 6-5-1977. They farmed nearOor
c hester, l a. , un til Frederick-s deat h 2-8-1987. 

Willet Erwin, born 1-13- 1958, married Rhon
da Faye (Schacht) on 8-23- 1980. Rhonda was 
born on 5·)0-1959. They have two children, 
S hannon Faye 3-26-1983 and Jordan Roben 
7-21-1986, Ihey live and work in Decorah, la. 

Phillip Alfred was born in Caledonia , Minn. 
on 4-6- 1956. He married Sheryl Marlene (Mon
son) on 8-28·1976 at Scheie Lutheran Church in 
Fillmore County, Minn., where Phillip was con
firmed and a member. Together they have three 
c h ildren, Brandon lee 8- 11-1978, Blair Leigh 
9-6-1981 and Brea lea 2· 15- 1984. They are 
members of SI. J ohn's Lutheran C hurch of 
Waukon. 

Sheryl wasbom in Decorah, la. on 11 - 13-1957 
and was raised on the fami ly farm ncar Burr Oak 
until 1960 when they moved to Waukon. Sher
y l's father is Maynard Oscar-Kermit Monson 
born 1-6-1926 to the family of Oscar Adol ph 
Monson 9·2·1902 to 2-1- 1979 and Olga Johanna 
(Nelson) Monson 11 · 13- 1899 to 2-11 -198 5. 
S heryl's mother was Doris leonette (Ruroden) 
Monson born ]-5-1934 and died 8-3 1- 1985 of 
diabetic complicat ions. Doris was the daughter 
ofUoyd Allo Ruroden 10-1 1-1906 to 4-17-1964 
and Clara Mary (Gander) Ruroden born 12- 1-
1909. Maynard and Doris married on 6-24-
195 I. She'll's sister Shirley Ann born 6-4- 1952, 
married 1- 1-197 1 to 1985 to Doug Thompson. 
Together they had one child Erica Nickoei born 
5-1Q.1971. 

Phillip and Sheryl met at Maller' s Ballroom 
neaf Decorah, thei r favoritc activity is dancing 
together. Phillip grew up a nd wo rked o n the fam
i ly farm and hired out to the neighbors asa farm 
laborer and also hauled race horses to Kentucky 
and other areas in the coun try. In 1976 Phillip 
m oved to the Waukon area and started work a t 
Burg Imp!. (an Inte rnational Harvester store) a s 
a truck driVer a nd mechanic, until the store 
c losed in 1986 where at that time he started 
working for Reiser Imp!. a t the same location, as 
:a parts man. He a lso worked as an aUllil iary 
police offi cer until 1989 then went full time as a 
Waukon police officer. 

Phillip enjoys collecting collectibles and refi n
ishing antiques. H e also enjoys family outings 
(camping and traveling). 

ROBERT E. AND MARiLYN J _ HYDE 
ZEZULKA 

Robert E. Zezulka , born August 14, 1941 to 
Raymond N. and Lorraync A. (Wild) Zczulka, of 
New Albin. 1·1e is tile second ofthree sons, Roger 
of Haines City, t:iorida, Robert and Will iam o f 
Clarks Grove, Minnesota. 

Raben's grandfather, Frank M. Zczul ka 
immigrated to America from Czechoslovakia in 
1899 at age 14. Roben's maternal grandfathe r 
was E.L Wild, the eleventh of twelve children by 
George and Katherine Wild. They both immi
grated from Germany {near Wurtenburgl in 
1862 before they married . One by sai lboat laking 

lUn::c; IIIUUlU~ auu HlC UHU,;1 uy Mcam~lUllla~lUl: 
three weeks. 

Marilyn J. Hyde Zewlka, born November 21, 
1940 to Donald 1. and Eleanor P . (Cole) Hyde in 
Colesburg, IA. She is the younger of two chil
dren, Donald lr. afHazel Green, Wisc. 

The first I-Iydes, two brothers, came to Ameri
ca from England in 1625 and 1639, to sellie in 
Massachusett s. Three generations later . they 

Raben Zezllltr.a Family - L 10 R: Robert. Marilyn, 
Roxi, Rente and Robin. 

were located in G reen Co. Pennsylvania and la t
er founded the town of Col~sburg in Iowa. Mari
lyn '5 maternal great-great-grandfather accom pa
nied his parents, Robert and Mary Ann Cole, to 
Americain 1832 when they immigrated from Ely 
in Cambridgeshire, England. 

Robert and Marilyn were married June 30, 
1961 at Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church, New 
Albin, and have three daughters. 

Robin (!-I armon) born November 11 , 1961 
married Larry T . Harmon of Bondurant , I A (the 
son of lerry Hannon) July of 198 1. They have 
two daughters Bobbie Jo, born July 31, 1984 and 
Abby, born July 28, 1986 . They own and operate 
Ihe High Chaparral tavern and restaurant in 
New A1hin and live just outside of town. 

Roxi (Weymiller) born December 6, 1962, 
married Gary L Weymiller of New Albin (the 
son of Leland Weymiller) August 1984. They 
own and operate several farms along the Upper 
Iowa River outside New Albin. 

Renee (Mooney) born February 28, 1964, 
married Daniel J. Mooney of Lansing, IA (the 
son of James Mooney)June 1985. They live and 
work in New Albin. 

Marilyn and Robert b~gan farming 1966 in 
Elkport, IA and Marilyn taught school, earl ier in 
New Albin, then in Elkader, IA. In 1969 they 
bouJht the E.H. Reiser fann , southside of New 
Alblll and pr~sently reside there. 

LYLE AND LEAH (HARRIS) ZIEMAN 

Johann Albert Zieman (Albert) was born on 
December 14, 1860 in Jefferson Township, 
Clayton Countr. H is wife Anna was born in the 
same township In 1870. They married in April of 
1888 and started farming on some of the land his 
fathe r owned. now owned by Lyle Zieman. 
Albert and Anna died one day apart. A double 
funeral was held on October g, 1950. Four chil
dren wert born to this marriage: Clinda Wiehe, 
Elmer, Vurnie, and Estella. 

Elmer married Adaila Meyer on February IS, 
1915. T hey had fou r children: leeone, born in 
1916; Lyle born in 192 1; Roben, who died in 
infancy in 1925; and Gretchen, born in 1929. 
Elmer and Adaila retired in Postville at the time 
I, Lyle marricd Leah B. Harris from Castalia on 
October 19, 1941. Leah was born October 13, 
1923 and passed away on January 29, 1987. She 
was a fanner, gardener, houstwife and devoted 
mother. 

We had four sons and one dau&hler. Mark, 
born January 1945, ma rried l ennifer Overland 
fro m Postville in 1964. They live on an acreage 
in Allamakee County. T hey have four chi ldren; 
Wendy, born in 1965, married Kevin Sudden
dorfin 1988 and is teach ing and livi ng in Hous· 
ton, Texas: Bccky. born in 1967, is a senior at the 

303 
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Lyle Zieman 

University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls; Doug
las ,-born in 1970, a nd Amy, born in 19 77. both 
attend Postville schools. 

N ile was born in October 1946 and married 
Donna Wahls from Postville in 1966. They live 
on a farm ncar Postville. They have three chil
dren; Charmion, born 1970, allends the Univer
sity of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls; Sherman, 
born in 1973. and Lanny, born in 1981 are both 
studenls in the Postville school system. 

Sue was born in April 1951 and married Wal-
'PTMirofrom Connecticut in Postville inJuneof 

IjS and now lives in Columbia, Ma'1land. 
_,ey have one son, Zachary, born in 198 . 
We have twin sons, James and John, born in 

1955. James married Lora Fritz from Post ville in 
1984 and they live in Postville and have son 
Ryan, born in 1985. John lives in RIchland Hill , 
Georgia and married Delores Wells from Hein
ville, Georgia. They married in 1980 and have 
one son. J USlin born in 198 1. 

We renled our farm in Claylon Counl Y in 194 1 
and several years laler purehascd it from my 
father. We operated a lar$e dairy and hog opera
tion and worked sidc by SIde from early morning 
unlillale at night and at the same time raised our 
family. Leah becameaffiicted with mulliple scle
rosis, whi~h she lived with for over thirty yea~, 
ten of whLch she was confined 10 a wheelchaLr. 
She could not move her arms, hands, feet , or legs 
except when they would spasm, of which she had 
no control, 

We sold our dairy herd and moved to Postville 
in 1976 and built a new home across from the 
swimming pool in 1978 . Here she was able to 
walch the acti vity al the pool and was localed 
sueh that our many friends could come to visil 
ht:r. Allhough unable 10 talk. very much, wasab1c 
to answer wilh her eyes and expressions of her 
face . 

In 1978, I was elected to the position of Alia· 
m a kee CounlY Supervisor and am still serving in 
that capacity. Sllbmilted by Lyle Zieman 

HERBERT AND MARIE 
ZIMMERMAN 

Herbert WLiliam Zimmerman was born at the 
!jome of his parents December 15, 1912, Lan

ng, Iowa. He was the son of Ch ris lin a (Sche11-
.dmmer) Zimmerman and William ZLmmer

man . Herbert attended school at Cen tcr 112. His 
father was born in 1878 and died in 1936; his 
mother was born in 1889 and died in 1927. T hey 
were married in April 1910. Herbert'S brothers 
and sisters arc: ESlher Humphreys, Walter Zim
merman. Sylvia Bakke, and Shirley Rose. 

Herbert marricd Marie Kathryn Douiherty, 
born May 24.1915, in Wauko n, Iowa, She was 

'" 

thedaughteroCStella (Haas) and Leo Dougherty 
Marie a\lendecl Makee Gradc School, St. Pal' 
rick's H igh Set-ool and gradualed from Waukon 
H id! School. IHer fa ther was born lanuary 5, 
1892 and diedl in 1970: her mother was born 
April 24, 1890:aJld died in 1954, The)' were mar
ried at St. Patr.;ck's Churt:h, Waukon, May 12, 
1914. Marie's !tim ers are Leone Lippe and Stelle 
O'Hara, 

Herbert and !Marie Zimmerman were marr ied 
J une 8, 1937, anSt. Ma.-y's Lycurgus, They had 
two children , Janet was born November 18, 
1944, in LaCirosse, Wisconsin, She married 
Wayne Kreitze:r August 9, 1969. Their child ren 
arc Scott Mi c: h:ad, born May I I, 1976, and Kris
tina Marie, Ixom March I L 1981. J anet is 
employcd as BLtBiness Managcr/Boa rd Sceretary 
and Wayne as ,8 high school guidance counselor 

The Herbemand Marie Zimmerman Family 

at Ihe HowarcU-W innes.1lick Schools in Cresco, 
Iowa where ttller reside.. 

Scott is a si::nlh-grade student, and Kristina a 
second-grade m lldent at Notre Dame Elementa
ry School. Scolllplays the piano. is in the school 
band percussitOll, enjOl's sports and is a 4,H 
member. Krisnma is enrolled in gymnastics. t:.p 
dancing classe~s.and tates piano lessons, 

Leone Kay was born February 10, 1947. In 
Waukon, allemded Center 112 G rade School, and 
graduated frofJII Waukon H igh School in M-.roy, 
1965, Kay wassemploycd at the Mayo Clinic In 
Rochester, Miulnesota, and is currently an assis
lan t cashier a lt Farmers and Merchants Savinzs 
Bank in Wanion, She is a member of the 
Waukon GolLaad COUDtry C lub, and has served 
as President Olf the Allamakce Coun ty Banker's 
Association, S>ecrctary c fth e Allamakce County 
March of DinntS, and Treasurer of 51. Mary's 
Church, l ycurl}\JS, 

Hcrbert a ntd Marie were members of St. 
Mary's Lycunpls Church until moving to 
Waukon in 191BO, when: they joined St. Patrick's 
Church, 

Herbert W:l!.S:I farmr r/feed salesman, served 
on the \ocal pauish cou llcil al Lycurgus, and was 
a member o ft tlle Farm Bureau. 

He enjoyed playin, cards, and sports, includ, 
ing plaYIng ball, fishll'll&. hunting. bowling, and 
traveling 10 major ~l:IIgue games, Herbert 
enjoyed life, ,especially visiting with relatives 
and fricnds_ 

Marie wonucd as a salesclerk prior to her mar
riage. and reti irtd as foed service manager of the 
Allamakce CCllWImunity Schools in 1985, 

Herbert diced on Dc:ctmber 12, 1986, and is 
buried 11.1 SI. Mary's, Lycurgus. Marie li ves in 
Waukon a nd ,4>es vollanteer work for the hospi
tal au~ i l i ary, .-and SI. P;atrick's School lunch pro
gram, She enj~~s trave1, embroidery, Bingo. vis
lIing friends, ,md playii ng cards. 

REVER tEND F E RDINAND AND 
ADELA\ vonKOTHEN ZISSLER 

Reverend fhrdinand Zissler was born in 1875 
in Herborn, Gicr'many, near Frankfurt of Hessian 
parents! who 4 ~eraled;a water wheel driven nour 
mill. HIS wifce,. AdeJa 'Von Kothen, was born in 
\878 in Barnum, Germany, near Bonn. of Prus
sian parents , lferdinarlld first met Adela when he 
bought s tri n'~,l for his "'jolin from her at the von 
Kothen MUSIl kHaus in Barmen, her father, Peter 

owned. PelC'r was ;an accomplished musician 
who led the Barmen: Orchestra that once played 
forKaiser W ilhclm. IFerdinand became a student 
at the Du lCh oper:-ated Missionary Tn.ininl 
School in Barmen, alftcrserving the required two 
years 11\ the Germam Army, 

Upon gradualinl !.in 1901, Ferdinand was sent 
to Borneo of the DWlch Indies to rcplacc a retir_ 
ing missionary amomg the native Dyaks, som e of 
whom were: still fealJSOme headhunters. The old 
missionary taught hJim the na tive languale, He 
also gave h im hIS German Zither and taught him 
how to play it. Ferdimand loved music and had a 
beau tiful bass VOicLe, If no t with religion , he 
charmed the nativC5; wilh his music, 

Adela and Ferdin~nd had b«ome engaged , in 
preparation to joi n mim in his work, she was lak_ 
ing nurses' training. Unfortunatel~, after two 
years therc . he hac:tl 10 return 10 Germany to 
recover from maJari:.a. l n 1904 they were married 
and came to Ameria.:a on their honeymoon, and 
to accept p;.l.storshipJ of a German congregation 
in CambrilfJle, Mal)';Jand. They had brought with 
them her sewing st;ond, a music box, a cuckoo 
clock, his violin- a l1ld l.Lther, and his long flOOr 
length ivory ha$dlem missionary pipes that were 
popular in school. 

T!tere Joann and lElia were born . In 1906 they 
took a chur'Ch in Ma rio n, South Dakota, where 

R.:v, ZisslCl' Family - Back, StandinK:Ella, Joann, 
Martha. SitliDI: Mrs, and Reverend. Cenltr: Alfred. 

Martha was born, lrhis was followed by a move 
to Muscodia, Wisco)llsin where :, Alfred Ferdi
nand. was born in b 91 0, 

In late 19 11 we mwved tO lheZalmona Presby
terian ChUlrch in L ud!ow Township. Iowa, SLl 
miJcs from Waukmn, the counW scal of Alia' 
makee, During 19 U7 Father was a professor at 
Redfield College, ~Redfield , Soulh Dakota, I 

Re v, Zisslelr Family _ BlK'k, L-R: Martha, Alfrtd, 
Juann, Fronll, loR: Rc_"V,. Roland, Mrs, Zissler (Adel.), 

d enomin3!tional sciliool closely associated with 
the UnivenilY of Dubuque. There he tausht 
TheOlogy, Greek, H ebrew, and latin, languages 
in which hit had become very proficient. He al ~h' 
of course, \Was fluemt in German, Du tch, EngliS 
and Dyak,. , 

In 19 18 Falher ~served a church in Fredo~la, 
North D::akola. lox:ated among the ~weepm' 
wheat fields wi th Lbig beautiful but\crllies, On 
Novembcll' 11th, 1' 918 I rang the church bel! to 
proclaim Armistilce, my weight being J~ 
enough tO, jump a llld swing it, More good ne 
immediallCiy follo~d, Zalmona Church wanted 
u.s back, SIowe Ioadled a freight car with all of our 
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Iowa General Assembly - Mark Zieman (R): 8 

Mark Zieman 
State Senator 

Senate District 6: 
Republican 

State Capitol 
Des Moines, fA 

50319 

• 

enera 
Senator Mark Zieman 

Eighty-Second General Assembly 

Standing Committee 
Assignments 

Legislation Sponsored 

• Education • Amendments 
• Judiciary 
• Rules and Admioj§tration Subcommittee Assignmeots 
• State Government (Ranking 

Member) 
• TraosportatioQ 
• Ways and Means 

Appropriations Subcommittee 

• Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee 

E-mail: mark.zieman@legis.state.ia.us 
Home Address: 284 Luana Rd., Postville, lA, 52162 

Occupation: Farmer !Trucking Owner/Bowling Alley Proprietor 
Business Telephone: 563-880-0012 
Business Fax: 563-539-4848 
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