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-c. National 

7. Death 

8. Children 
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Iowa General Assembly- Andrew Wenthe (D): 18 Page 1 of 1 

Andrew Wenthe 
State Representative 

House District ta 
Democrat 

State Capitol 
Des Moines, lA 

50319 

Representative Andrew Wenthe 
Eighty-Second General Assembly 

Standing Committee Assignments Legislation Sponsored 

• AgriJ:ultur~ 
• ARW9PiiatiQOJ? 
• EconQmic Growth 
• N~jYf_glResQyrces 

Appropriations Subcommittee 

• Education_JW_pr_QPfighQns 
SIJbc:;gmmi~eJYic:;_e_Ch_c:!ii) 

• Bills 
• Amendm§.nts 

S_y_[2_c::grnmtttee Assignments 

E-mail: Andrew.Wenthe@legis.state.ia.us 
Home Address: 101 East Main Street, P.O. Box 123, Hawkeye, lA, 52147 
Home Telephone: 563-427-4831 

Committee Information 1.5.2 Mon Dec 29 23:22:48 CST 2008 
Developed by 6lg CreelsSQfi\1\f~r_~~l_l,..,Q Copyright© 2003-2008 l9-"!fc:J_Gen~IaL8~!>§_mbjy, All right!> reserved. 

http:/ /www3 .legis.state.ia. us/ ga!member.do ?id=64 78&ga=82 12/29/2008 
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Florence and Lester Wenger- 1982 

· Upon retruning to Iowa, he was united in mar
riage to Florence Follon at the Volga Methodist 
Church, April16, 1936. 

They started farming in Highland Township, 
Clayton, County living there six years. They then 
moved to Sumner, Iowa where they farmed two 
years, then moved back to the Clermont-Elgin 
area where they farmed for 12 years. When con
ditions improved they bought a farm in Marion 
Township, Clayton County, and lived there 31 
years. 

Florence and Lester raised two daughters, 
Annette who lives in Waseca, MN and Dianne 
who lives in Waterloo, Iowa. They also have four 
grandchildren. 

In 1986 they moved from the farm into Elgin. 
Lester retired from farmin~ in 1972 and he 

and Florence spent 18 winters m Arizona. Those 
were good years and wonderful trips. 

Lester passed away on Dec. 18, 1992, and Flor
ence is living in their home in Elgin, as of this 
writing, Sept. 1994 
Submitted by Florence Wenger 

MARTIN AND LOUISE (MEYER) 
WENGER 

MartinG. Wenger, the youngest of ftfteen chil
dren, was born December 29, 1903, to Christian 
and Caroline (Kohler) Wenger at the family farm 
in lliyria Township, Fayette County. As a youth 

Louise and Martin Wenger- 1980 

328 

he attended the community rural school, 
Wadena High School, and later took a course in 
animal husbandry at Iowa State College, Ames, 
Iowa. On May 29, 1930, he was married to Lou
ise Kathryn Meyer at the Little Brown Church, 
Nashua, Iowa. 

Louise was born February l 0, 1906, to George 
and Cecelia (Baumgartner) Meyer at their family 
farm in Marion Township, Clayton County. At 
age 13, Louise moved with her widowed mother 
and two sisters to Elgin where she continued per 
education graduating with the class of 1924. Fol
lowing tpaduation she attended Upper Iowa 
University, Fayette, and taught in the rural 
schools of the Elgin community for six years pri
or to her marriage. 

In 19 30, the Wengers began farming one mile 
south of Elgin, section 24. In 1936, Martin, Lou
ise, and their three year old daughter, Marlys 
Cecelia, acquired and moved to the Meyer estate 
farm in Clayton County, section 27. A son, Stan
ley Martin, was born March 25, 1940. The 
Wengers continued farming until moving to 
Elgin in 1950. During Martin's retirement he 
spent several years working for the State oflowa 
Liquor Commission. 

A highlight for the Wenger family occurred in 
1964 when Martin and Louise had the pleasure 
of sharing a trip with their children to their 
ancestral homeland, Switzerland. Both Wenger 
and Meyer families were of Swiss descent. 

Their daughter, Marlys, married Harry L. 
Cline March 25, 1951, and continues to farm sec
tion 24 where the Wengers began farming in 
1930. 

Son, Stanley, married Mary Ann Zeiser May 
20, 1967, and resides in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

The Wengers were lifelong members of St. 
Paul's United Methodist Church, Elgin. Martin 
passed away September 13, 1989, and Louise 
passed away December 27, 1992. Burial was at 
Elgin Cemetery. 
Submitted by Marlys Wenger Cline 

WILLIAM AND MELBA (STAPEL) 
WENTHE 

William J. Wenthe Jr., born to William H. 
Wenthe Sr. and Anna (Dieterich) Wenthe at 
Dubuque, attended rural schools and Sumner 
High School. He married Melva Rappold Wen
the in 1937, she died 1947. 

William and Melba Wenthe -October 1980 

He farmed southwest of Hawkeye all his adult 
life. He married Melba (Stapel) Wen the, daugh
ter of Sam and Emma (Boettcher) Stapel 8-15-
1948 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Hawkeye 

"Bill" was an active church member, se~ed 
on the church council and numerous commit
tees; was director on German Mutual Insurance 
Association, the Hawkeye Creamery and coun
try school. Bill and Melba built a new home in 
Hawkeye in 1973. He died 2-13-1982 at Luther
an Hospital, LaCrosse, WI, following a heart 
attack. 

Melba was honored 6-27-1993 for serving as 
organist for 50 years at Trinity Lutheran Church· 
also was a grocery clerk for ten years. She was 
active in church and TLCW serving in various 
offices. 

One son, Wayne W. Wenthe, born 11-30-
1942, attended country school; graduate of 
NFCCS, West Union andiSU College, Ames. He 
served in the US Army was a paramedic in Viet
nam. He married Mary (Conroy) Wenthe 6-26-
1965; she died 6-18-1993. Wayne worked several 
years as branch manager over the offices ofPCA 
at Oregon, IL, before moving to the family farm· 
also is employed at Atwood. ' 

Children: Matthew Michael Wenthe, born 12-
12-1968, graduate ofNFHS, attended Hawkeye 
Tech, employed at Iowa Ham Canning Inc., 
Independence. 

Jason Christopher Wenthe, born 2-8-1971 
graduate of NFHS and UNI; married Jodi 
(Messer) Wenthe 8-27-1994. He is employed as 
cost-accountant at Rosskamp Champion, 
Waterloo. 

Cade William Wenthe, born l-22-1975, grad
uated from NFHS, attends Central College at 
Pella. 

Andrew James. Wenthe, born 12-1-1977, 
attends NFHS at West Union. Is at home. 
Submitted by Melba Wenthe 

WILLIAM HENRY AND ANNA ROSINA 
(DIETERICH) WENTHE 

William Henry born to William Wenthe Sr. 
andMinnie(Jarchow)Wenthe 1-8-1885 Bremer 
County, Iowa. William Wenthe Sr., born near 
Chicago, illinois (12-8-1859; 3-8-1896) married 
Minnie Jarchow (6-11-1884). She was born at 
Green Garden, illinois (5-1-1867; 2-12-1956). 
Their families moved south of Sumner in 1883. 

William Henry and Anna Rosina (Dieterich) Wenthe 
with their children- L to R: Ruth Lange, Edward Wen
the, Alice Wendland, Lucille Sustacha, Hilda 
P1eggenkuhle-Oelrich, William J. Wenthe and Anna 
Bock. 

Anna Rosina Dieterich was born to Herman 
Otto Dieterich and Anna (Backert) Dieterich, 
7-23-1891, in Dubuque, Iowa. She graduated in 
1910 from Dubuque Public School with a teach
ing certificate. She taught country school south 
of Sumner. 

Herman Dieterich came to Dubuque when he 
was seventeen from Posen, Germany (2-24-
1865; 2-1-1944). Herman, an expert woodwork
er, found work immediately at Dubuque Cabinet 
makers untill933. He then made a 3 feet, 3 inch 
high inlaid wood pedestal containing over 3000 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

0 

I .IOWA ~LOSE-UP 

,'Hawkeye 
: in Fayette County 

Population: 515 
Founded: The town was 
proposed as 
Hawk Eye in 
1869 and 
combined by 
the 
government 
into one word 
in 1892. 
How it was named: It's thought 
the name came from a character 
in the book·~iT!le last of the 

: . }1ohicans,"'Which was popular 
"'in the mid-1800s. 
Top employers: Farmers 
Cooperative Co. 
Claims to tame: The Hawkeye 
Public Library, which is still 
operating, was the first free 
public library in Fayette County. 
The Hawkeye First Responders 
emergency medical team was 
the first such team in Iowa to be 
authorized by the state to use a 
defibrillator in the field. 




