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Recollections and Sketches
; of Notable Lawyers and
Public Men of Early lowa

Generations, with Anecdotes and

y
Belonging to the First and Second
Incidents Illustrative of the Times

By
EDWARD H. STILES -
For many years a member of the lowa Bar; member of its House ‘
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re- )
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest
f its Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th lowa

Reports.

“In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be

eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory
and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate

pleasures and cares of active life.”"—SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON.

“Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of

a biography.”"—SAMUEL SMILES.
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RECOLLECTIONS AND SKETCHES 835

Assembly convened at Iowa City, May 5, 1845, and the Eighth, December I,
1845.

Upon the breaking out of the Mexican War, in 1846, he was commissioned by
the last Territorial Governor, James Clark, to Taise a company. The company did
not get into service for that War, but was sent to Fort Atkinson to take charge of
the Winnebago Indians, Here the company remained until the removal of the In-
dians to their reservation in Minnesota. He then returned to Dubuque, was admit-
ted to the bar and almost immediately elected Prosecuting Attorney of Dubuque
County, a position which he filled with ability for two terms. While stationed at
Fort Atkinson he had devoted his leisure moments to his legal studies, which enabled
him to gain such an early admission to the bar after his return. He opened an office
at Dubuque and followed his profession closely until the breaking out of the Rebel-
lion. In the meantime, in 1857, he had been elected to the State Senate, in which
he served with ability and distinction for four years. He had always been a Dem-
ocrat and was elected on that ticket, but on the breaking out of the Civil War he
became one of the most prominent leaders of what was known as the War Democrats,
and firmly supported Mr. Lincoln’s administration in its efforts to suppress the Rebel-
lion. During the extra session called by Governor Kirkwood, in 1861, to place the
State on a war footing, he was requested by the Legislature to deliver an address
on the ""Right of a State to Secede from the Union.”” The effort was a masterly
one; it was published by the authority of the Legislature and circulated by thousands
throughout the State.

In 1862 he was commissioned Colonel, by Secretary of War Edwin M. Stan-
ton. He became Colonel of the Sixth lowa Cavalry, which was raised by his per-
sonal exertion. Just prior to his being mustered into the service, the Sioux Indian
outbreak occurred in Minnesota and Colonel Wilson, with his regiment, was ordered
to the scene of the trouble. In the Battle of White Stone Hill, August 3, 1863,
his horse was shot from under him; but he instantly mounted another and led the
charge against the enemy. In the fall of 1863 he built Fort Sully on the Upper
Missouri. But this sort of service was not active enough for him and he according-
ly resigned and returned home in June, 1864. During the same year he went to
California and associated himself with his brother, Samuel Wilson, who was one of
the foremost lawyers in that State. He subsequently engaged in the practice at
Washington. After a few years he returned to Dubuque, and in 1872 was ap-
pointed Circuit Judge to fill a vacancy caused by the death of Judge Barker, which
cffice he held until August of that year, when he was appointed District Judge to
fill a vacancy caused by the death of Judge Brayton. In the fall of 1874 he was
elected by the people, without distinction of party, to that office and served with
ability and general satisfaction until 1878. He died in Dubuque in April, 1881.

I knew David Wilson intimately ; we had both been Democrats, and we heartily

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society
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joined the “War Wing,”” of that party when Fort Sumter was fired upon. He
was one of my ardent supporters when we were both comparatively young men, for
the position of Reporter of the Supreme Court. I never think of him without feel-
ings of pleasure, for he was one of the most agreeable and charming of men. Though
he had been distinguished as an editor, soldier, lawyer and judge, he was delight-
fully companionable, as everyone will testify who knew him. There was in him
that “‘touch of nature that makes the whole world kin.”

Joel S. Blatchley was among the early, but not of the earliest lawyers of Du-
buque. I think he came there in the latter forties. He was for a time associated
with Henry A. Wiltse, and later a partner of Judge Austin Adams. About the
close of the Civil War he removed to California, acquired a large practice, and died
in his prime. William Graham says he was an excellent lawyer, and Judge Austin
Adams, in the conversation I had with him, referred to in the sketch of Mr. Samuels,
says that he was a man of rather timid characteristics, but for his age, one of the
most learned and clearest headed lawyers he had ever seen. And here I cannot
refrain from relating a portion of that conversation, which should have properly
gone into the sketches of Samuels or Platt Smith, but which I had until now over-
looked. This relation of Judge Adams, which I noted at the time in the memoranda
book which I quote from, is as follows:

While 1 was making my way to Dubuque I fell in with and inquired of, a
stranger 1 met as to the lawyers in that part of the State. He said that Ben
Samuels and Platt Smith were head and shoulders above any others, On learning
from him that Samuels was only thirty years or so old, I inquired as to how it was
that so young a man could be so high. His response was, “It don't make any
difference, Samuels is head and shoulders above everyone else and Platt Smith
next.” 1 think the tribute as to Samuels was deserving, but somewhat overdrawn
as to Smith. Smith was a remarkably strong man, but his early education had been
very limited and extremely neglected, hence he was lacking in that concentration
and analysis that early discipline tends to formulate.

Judge Winslow T. Barker also had a high opinion of Blatchley. He said that
when Blatchley heard a false statement of law or logic to the court or jury, he would
begin to rub the palms of his hands together, and that “‘when Blatchley begins to
rub the palms of his hands together, the other fellow had better look out.” He
regarded Blatchley as one of the best read lawyers of the Dubuque Bar.

William Graham, William Mills, James Burt.
William Graham was born in Orange County, New York, in 1831. His

father was an influential farmer of that County, which he served, as a member of
its Legislature, and in the execution of other public trusts; his mother was a woman
of scholarly attainments—both were descendents of Scotch-Irish families, of rigid
Presbyterian faith. The son, Willidm, of whom I am writing, received his pre-
liminary education in the public schools of Orange County and the Academy of his

native town, Montgomery. He subsequently entered Union College, Schenectady,




Raid Shodely Nilson.

Wias Som in Sleubonnitle, Ohio, Mawch 18,1825, aé e age af]{‘%zg/zm&tfwm%e
High Schoolin Fisnalive fomn, and immedinlelyomored o Dubugae, Jowa. Jumilny, b

ldy lamwith s droblos Hon .5 Wiloon, Hon, fuclgeof e Rt Covit.

Fu 1644, Ao ebecled amendber of o Jonilonial Honst of epresendulives

ﬂ%ﬁ%w&mﬁoﬂdf@%ﬂ witl Mexico, 7 WW&WWW

tlicled a Liteulenont in Capt Morganis Company of Volwndiews, which 2e-

MW,MQM.SM,%MW.MMW.MWM

Ww%m%d&gm,@ﬁmat&wﬂwm,mjmag

mﬁaﬂg&w %WMM@W%M&M%WW&
* dians from e Resovralion at . Jidsmoon s Soug D, 125 milsabore e

o/%u/}imm wWan, mmm%%emﬁ%af%ﬁmmhm

thom. I 185 Mo Witso wns eloclad from Mo Dusbugue Dishit Jo the

Sale Somale for alom of Foun yyears.

He was M S%Z&m 9,1862,
(1)  Colonel Oth Towa Cov Ay

e S cous: oulfuak occunsd in Minnasoln and feras oudmed witk Fis egi
el fo SM%MWW cam@xfgmtéz%m Fnonlinn .

I G talln ;éwc[a/d‘iajw[,]z%j, ot el Wil s wegimnton Gon.
S/M%%» expedifion and fointd a MMWW SMJ(J{SMHfM
Vit sufpression ﬂf/ét A HASIACUS .

Im.S W@%M(W %W,Mmmg
the &Z?;MM bie Bd WM,M%,MW Compang of i

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Source: low.

Ch Jowa Gm&g Wa@&um]ﬁm«ﬂé,oaﬂ Sudians, althe Battheof Wit
S ot Hitt, Vasola, Jen.. Seplimba 3,4, ana5,1863.

it o o ool e ot

Jn%@ﬁ%afﬁiﬁé} COM’I%M M«%M&J%M%z@mm

,@mﬁ%zﬂfm 1863- Q%fmafa&mdm%iwmmdfm%e

5 ho Siou

/“f% Gﬁd 3’\%&%\&1& %UML 21,1864

Mmmctﬂ/&mla/zgsmmfﬁmg M&@W%W/&M%L

Colonel amd #is command soulh . \
Resictes ak Qebugue, owa.

a Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines,

lowa.



| |
I THE UNITED STATES
BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY
t; ‘F PORTRAIT GALLERY
EMINENT AND SELE-MADE MEN.
| 8

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
J

;




396 THE UNITED STAVES BIOGRADPINICAL DICTIONARY .

he is still engaged in, and in which he has met with
good success.

In 1870 he started a bank in company with John
Christian Lusch. This institution has enjoyed a
steady growth of business and possesses the un-
limited confidence of the people. Mr. Lusch, his
local partner, is a man of solid character, and, like
himself, is a man of first-class business capacities.

Since settling in Ackley, Mr. Carton, the pioneer
business man of the city, has made himself very use-
ful in many ways in building up the city.

In education, and every commendable cnterprise,
he has been one of the foremost men. He has been
especially active in the local school board, and has

HON. DAVID

served as a town trustee or member of the hoard of
supervisors much of the time.

The interests of Ackley he has made his own,
and with the first decade of its history his name is
inwoven in an especially honorable manner. He is
essentially one of the many enterprising town-
builders of lowa, and having energetic co-workers
in Ackley, they have built up a lively town,

Mr. Carton is a republican in politics, bhut his
taste rather inclines to husiness than office.

He is a Royal Arch Mason, a warden of the
Episcopal church, and a man of pure character,

On the 3d of January, 1867, Miss Susan F. Ray-
mond, of Ottawa, Ilinois, became his wife.

S. WILSON,

DURUR2UE,

ON. DAVID S. WILSON, for ncarly thirty
P years a member of the legal profession of
Dubuque, furnishes an excellent example of that
class of western lawyers who have achieved success
and gained a competence by persevering adherence
to their chosen calling. He was born at Steuben-
ville, Ohio, on the 1gth of March, 1825.

At the age of fourteen he graduated from the
high school of his native town, and immediately
removed to Dubuque, lowa, and commenced the
study of law, in the office of Hon. T. S, Wilson, his
brother, and one of the three original judges ap-
pointed by President Van Buren in 1838.  After
remaining in the office a short time he turned his
attention to the editorship of the * Miners' Express,”
which he conducted with success until 1845, when
he sold his interest and turned to the study of law,

So popular had he become with the people of his
county, that in 1846, though but a month over age,
he was chosen to represent them in the state legis-
lature, and took an active part in the re-submission
of the state constitution to the people,

During the Mexican war he was commissioned a
lieutenant by Governor Clark, with authority to
raise a company, which was employed to remove
the tribe of Winnebago Indians from their reserva-
tion at Fort Atkinson to l.ong Prairie, one hundred
and twenty-five miles above the falls of Saint An-
thony. 'They remained in service several months
after the close of the war, on account of the inahility
of the government to relieve them.

Returning to Dubugue, he was admitted to the
bar, and was immmediately elected by the citizens as
prosecuting attorney, which position he filled with
ability for two terms, declining a further election.

In 1851, on the establishment of the land office at
Dubusue, great inducements were offered to active,
encrgetic men to engage in the speculations which
followed. Forming a partnership with his brother,
Hon. T. S. Wilson, they embarked in the enterprise
with great success, until the storm of 1856-57 ruined
their hopes, as it did hundreds of others.

In 1857 Mr, Wilson was elected to the state senate
for a term of four years, and he served with such
distinction as to soon be one of the leading men of
his party.  During the extra session called by Gov-
ernor Kirkwood, to place the state on a war footing,
he was nominated by the legislatire o dehiver a
leeture on “"The Right of States to Sceede from the
Union.”" Up to this time he had been an earnest
democrat, and one of the strongest and best advo-
cates of the principles ofshis party in the state;
but in the examination necessary in preparing his
lecture, he found occasion to diverge some from his
former opinions.  He brought out & masterly effort
in point-blank opposition to the right of sceession,
which evinced great research and thought, and was
the first of the kind that appeared. So great was
its popularity, that it was adopted as the war-docu-
ment of the state, and the legislature published and
circulated it by thousands throughout lowa. Ry
invitation of the people of Des Moines, he repeated

*

'1 Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

B I ————



THE UNITED STATES BIOGRAPHIC AL DICTIONARY. 397

his lecture in that city to one of the largest audi-
ences ever assembled at the capital.  Irom this
ume Mr. Wilson worked in the cause of the Union
during the war, and by his influence and example
was of valuable aid,

In 1862, entircly without his knowledge and with-
out solicitation, he was commissioned colonel, by
seerelary Stanton, of the war department.  Although
over Nifty thousand men had been sent from the
state to the ary, by his personal exertions he raised
his regiment.  Just previous to their being mustered
into the service, the outbreak of the Sioux Indians,
followed by the Minnesota massacre, caused the
government to send Colonel Wilson's vegiiient Lo
the reliel of the border, where they participated
During the fall of 1863
Colonel Wilson built Fort Sully, on the upper Mis-
souri, and during the following winter was stationed

in several engagements.

with his command along the Missouri river, for the
protection of the settlers from Fort Sully to Sioux
City.,  In June, 1864, he resigned his command,
and in the following August removed to California,
where he formed a partnership with his brother, S,
M. Wilson, Esq., one of the leading lawyers on the
Paciliec coast, for the practice of their profession.
After remaining two years he returned o Dibugque
and resumed his practice, as well as practicing in
the courts at Washington. In 1872 he was ap-
pointed circuit judge, to fill a vacancy caused by
the death of Judge Barker. This office he held

until August following, resigning to accept the ap-
puintment of district judge, left vacant by resigna-
tion of Judge Brayton. 1In 1874 he was elected by
a large majority, irrespective of party distinction, to
the oltice of district judge, which he still fills.

Mr. Wilson is a popular judge and a hard worker.
Whatever he undertakes he throws into it his whole
energy, and this may be the ground-work of his
success, e is prominently spoken of by his friends
as candidate for congress in the coming convention,

He was married in 1850 to Miss Henerettia E.
Sanford, of Frie, Pennsylvania.

In every position which in his eventful life he has
been called npon to [l Judge Wilson has been suc-
cessful in the highest sense.  He has left an un-
tarnished record and unspotted reputation. As a
business man, he has been upright, reliable and
honorable; as a soldier, hrave and chivalrous; as a
public official, attentive and obliging, but inflexible
and unswerving in the discharge of duty. In all
places and under all circumstances he 1s loyal to
truth, honor and right, justly valuing his own self-
respect and the deserved esteem of his fellow-men
as infinitely wmore valuable than wealth, fame or
position.  Ile s a man of fine persqnal appearance,
courteous and friendly, and grows in esteem among
his friends upon extended acquaintance: He may
well be termed a self-made man, as he began the
voyage of life with only his iron will to stem the
current of the stream of life.

BENJAMIN McCLUER, M.D,

DUBUUL.

WENTY years ago, when the subject of this
T sketeh crossed the Mississippi river to locate
and to practice medicine, he brought with him an
ardent love of his profession, a mind richly stored
with medical knowledge, and the experience of five
years” diligent practice. It will be seen that he laid
a broad foundation, sparing no pains or expense in his
medical education, and building slowly and solidly
on the foundation laid in early manhood.

Benjamin McCluer was born in Franklinville,
Cattaraugus county, New York, on the 8th of May,
1824, He received the chiristian name of his father,
who was a farmer, and who died when the son was
hardly eight years old.  His mother, Elizabeth Bai-
Ler McCluer, died when he was nineteen. At that

time, having received only a common-school educa-
tion in his native town, he went to Moscow, Liv-
ingston county, and spent six months in a graded
school.  He then attended two terms at the Perry
Center Academy, Wyoming county, and two years
at Genesce Wesleyan Seminary, Lima, Livingston
county. At the last mentioned institution he paid
some attention to classics, but much more to mathe-
matics and the natural sciences, for which he had
a strong predilection.

From lama he went to Moscow, and read law
two years with Willim M. Older, Esq. He then
turned his attention to medicine, and, remaining in
the same town, studied in the office of Dr. William

I C. Dwight,

Source: lowa Tefritorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Honorahle THOMAS 5, WILSON, one of the original julges
hie Tereitory of lowa, and of the District Court for many years, was born
Jehi Col

vice two years, LDuring this time they remuoved the whole tribe of Winne-
bago Indians from the sescrvation at Fort Atkinson 1o Long Prairie, one

steubienville, Olio, October 13, 1513,  He grad. d at § e,
s enmylvania, in 1832, and, after studying law two years, was admitted to
bae by the Supreme Court of Obio in 1333, He nmmadiuel{ commenced
praciice with General Stokely, at Steubenville, and although having wn unusu-
ally guod prospect in that lecality, contrary 10 the advice and wishes of his
friesls, lie deienmined to go west and rise with the new country, Having a
brother, Ca George Wilson, of the 1st United States Infantry, unﬁzr
command of Colonel Zachary Taylor, at Prairie du Chien, he went there with
his wife (being then a mni:? man), and remained il he could sclect
a place of seutl Deciding to settle at Duk
October, 1836,

In the Sprin%:f 1827 he was elected President of the Board of Trustees
of the Town of Tiubague. Towa was then 2 past of Wisconsin Territory, and

ined two Dubuque and Des Moines. Up 1o the gih of July,
1838, he practiced law in Dubuque, Mineral Point, Lancaster and Praine du
Chien, and was :ningui in almost every suit up ro that time,

In June, 1838, he was nominated a I‘Itll%ﬂl to Congress by the northern
countivs of Towa, W. W, Chapman, of Burlinglon, bring nominated by the
southern countics ; and taking a steamer, with the view of going south 1o
canvass Vhe southern part of the state, be was informed by the captain that 2
St. Louis paper, which he had on board, contained 1he announcement of his
{Mr. Wilson's) lEpﬁil\!lHehl, by President Van Buren, as one of the j 5
uf the Supieme Court of Tewa, “T'hat was the first intimation he had of an
appointment which had been made wholly unknown and without application
on his part.  His ap was d I:{ Presid Tyler and Folk,
and he continued Juilge of the Suprenie Conrt 1ill a year afier he admission
of Jowa into the Union as a State in 1846,

‘When the first Legislature met and went into joint ballor, he came within
one vote of being elected United Stares senatar,

The first conrt ever held in Towa Territory was held by Judge Wilson, at
Praiie La Porie, now Guttenburg, on the second Maonday in Seplember,
1531

d here in

He revigned his office as Judge of the Supreme Court in 1837, and prac.
ticed law in partnership with Platt Smith, Esq., and his brother, Honorable
D. 8 Wilson, about four years; and in April, 1843, was elected, without
osition, Judge of the District Court, nnd by successive elections held the
office Il January 1, 1863, —making Iwenty years and a few days of service
as judge.  He held the fst courts ever held in the counties of ghylnn, Del-
aware, Jones, Allamakee, Winneshiek, Black Hawk, Bremer, Chickasaw,
Fayetie and Clinton ; snd the following counties were in his district during
his term of office: Clayton, Dubuque, Jackson, Scott, Muscatine, Cedar,
{'nnn, Delaware, Faxﬂle. Linn, Benton, Black Hawk, Grundy, Bremer,
loyd, Chick A kee, Winneshick and Clinton. Tt is stated upon
good authoty that Judge Wilson never hiad ten cases reversed during all the
time he wns on the mﬁ:.

In the local controversy respecting the right of the Government to lease
the lead mines of Dubugoe, the suestion was brought before the Listrict
Court, and Judge Wilson decided against the vight of the Government to
lease the mines, claiming that, while there had been an act of Congress in
reference lo mines in Tndiana Territory, there had been none respecting those
west of the Misissippl. As scon a the judge’s decision had r»en sent 1o
Washington, the Secreiary of War, Honorable John L. Spencer, wrote the
judge a sharp letter, intimating that he would speedily be remaved from
office. his letter occurs 2 langhable mistake, which is 2 good illustration
of how livtle even men high in place understood the phv of this western

untry at that time, Secretary Spencer stated in his letier that, even if the

“ht af the Government to lease the mines did not extend west of the Mis.

wippl, he did not see why the judge could not have decided that it did
extend to that part of Jowa Ipng east of the river,

Honogmble James Wilson, Surveyor-General of lowa fbaving his office at
Dubugque], saw the letter, and having oceasion to visit Washingion, called on
the secretary and gave him a lesson in geography, and pointed out to him
between what staies and territories the Mlumi'prl ran. " This" !;p{:llgu
Wilson, * sectled the question as to my removal lrom office,  The Father of
Waters was my father and friend on that occasion, and stayed home in his
old bed ; for had he left home and traveled off between oiher states and terri-
tories, my head would have fallen off.”

Judge Wilsan was elected two consecutive terms to the Legilalure—in
1866 and 1368 At the sesvion in 1A56 he was tendered, by the Democratic
members, the nomination for United States senator, which he declined.

He was also a member of the Cincinnati convenlion, and took an active
part in the ination of Mr. Bucl for the 4

udge Wilson has been twice married. His First wife, whom he married
in Ohio before he came west, was Miss Anna Hoge, danghter of David Hoge,
Esq., of Stenbenville, He was married to Miss Mary Stokely, his present
wife, in 1864, and has had five children, The judge is now engaged in the
praciice of the law in Dubugue, and ith ling his long and labori
experience in public life, i:p:ll‘ remarkably young and active.  His talents
have been recognized and his great services appreciated by his lellow.citizens,
among whom be is held in high esteem,

Honorable DAVID 8, WILSON, Juige of the Ninth Judicial
Digtrict of Iowa, was born in Steubenville, Ohio, March 18, 1824, At the
age of fourteen he graduated from the High School in his native town, and
i diately d to Dubuque, lows, for the purpese of studying law
with his brother, Honorable Thomas S, Wilsen, who was at that time
of the District Court, and had been one 6f the three original judges bath of
the District and Supreme Courts of the territory, appointed with Honorable
Clusrhu Mason and Honorable Joseph Williams, by President Van Buren in
11519

Mr. Wilson remained with his brother in the study of law about six
months. At the expirstion of that period 2 new field was o|hxlwd for the
exercise of his talenls, in connection with the press; and, although a mere
youth, he was invited to assume the responsibilities of the editorial profess:
which he entered upon and followed with marked success during a period of
aboul five years. The #iner's Express had been started at Dubuque, in 1841,
by Avery Thomas, who had retasined his connection with it aboul six months,
when it was purchased by Mr. Wilson and Asdrew Keesecker, and conducted

by them juintly till 1845. Daring this period the Exprers was edited by Mr,
Wilsan, f;r, l{euulﬁr being l’;l‘n priﬁ:n It \ua’l decided success both
leorially and fi inlly, .

ing the period in which these parties were
engaged in its publication.  Mr. Wilson, the young editer, was ardenl in the

ratic faith ; the Exprers was democratic in politics; such were also
the prevailing political sentiments of the country during that period ; and
the proprietors did a large share of the public printing of the territory.

At the close of his editorial career, in 1845, having sold the Exprers to
George Greene, Mr, Wilson retwrned again to the study of law with his
birother,

In April, 1846, when he had arrived at Ihz:f: of twenty.one years and
oneé month, he was elected to the Legislature of [owa, as a member of the
house, from Dubugue County, and in the question then :ﬂing respecting
he re-submission of the State Constitution to a vole of the people, took an
‘ctive and prominent part, both in oval discussion and written articles.

This was during the period of the Mexican War. Governor Clark, of
lows, desired 2 company of volunteers to be raised to relieve Major Sumner,
in command at Fort Atkinson, whose services, with the 2d Cavalry, were
required in Mexice. To accomplish this object, Governor Clark commissioncd
Mr. Wilson K with authority, in conjunctior. with Captain Morgan,
to raise the requived company of men. The oomrng mmunlinigly raised
—aone half by Captain Morgan and the balance by Licutenant Wilson—and
proceeded 1o Fort Atkinson, on Turkey River, where they remained in ser-

hundred and twenty five miles above the Falls of Su Anthony.
remained in service several months afier the close of the Mesican War, on
account of the inability of the Government 10 relieve them. :

Returming te Dubugue, Mr. Wilkon was nhmlhy admitted to gnmn as
an attorney and counsellor-at-law, and was immediately elected by the citi.
zens of Dubuque County 1o the office of menuin¥ Altorey, which he filled
during two consecutive terms with so much sansfaction to his constilvents
that he was unaniinossly tendered the office for a thind term, but he declined,
feeling that there was more profit in definding people than in prosecuting
them.

In 1851, when the Land Office became established in Dubugue, great
inducements were offered for active and engrgetic men to engage in the fund
speculations which became o rife during the following few , creating a
manis for land in the new scitlements of lowa and the Northwest. So prea
was the rush of land-husters and speculatons during this period, that lands
were held at fabulous prices, and every interest connected therewith so erorm-
ously inflated, that it is impossible to conceive the extent of the excitement
or the di that foll 1in a few years.

On the first wave of this rapid Mr, Wilson embarked, and was
carried zlong by the spirit of the period, Forming a psitnership with his
brother, Judge Thomas S. Wilwon, he engaged in the speculation in lands
und land-warrants, giving his entire atiention to the basiness, while sl the
same time his brother remained in the dischurge of the duties of his office as
District Judge. In a few years they had done an extensive business and
become Uzl?lh, al the prices then prevailing, and had they stopped in sen-
son, might have continued 30 ; but the templalion (o continue was 100 greal. |
They were drawn into the whirlpool which, in 18567, wrecked their fortunes
in a general collapse throughout the West.  Hot 2 man of encrgy and perse-
verance is not likely to be disconraged under such circumstances. And so
Mr. Wilson, | ing a valuable lesson in ** inflation.” came down at once to
a " solid basis," on which, by his energy and walents in s profession, he has
in a considerable degree retvioved his losses.

In 1357 Mr. Wilson was elected 1o the State Senate for a term of four
years, having for his colleagues in the Semate lionorable Win. G. Stewart,
and in the House Honoralle D. A. Mahony and Honorable Lincoln Clark,
formerly a member of Congress from lowa, This was said to be “as goed a |
delegation as Dubugue County cver had in (he Legisiature.”

aring the extra session ol 1861, which was called by the Gavernor for

the purpose of putting the State of lowa o a war footing, Mr. Wilson was
nominated by tm legislature 1o deliver a ) e on the vight of a state 1o
secede from the Federal Unijon. me e had been an earnest
Democrat, and had zealonsly advocated the prnciples anid measures of the
Democratic party.  But in the examinations which it became necessary for
him to make in the preparation of his leeture, he found oocasion to dlvuﬁ:
e

hiat from the p ling I ic opinion,  He brought out an a
and th ghl d o in point-blank i to the right of
. T -~ ¥ e ¥ .
£ great into the subject, and one of
the first of the kind that had app d , showing hi Iy and

atively, in a most convincing and conclasive manner, that a state hasno right
0 secede from the Union on any pretext whatever,  This argument of Mr,
Wilson's hecame the great war-document of lowa, and the Legisiatare circu-
lated it by thousands all over the state. Henceforth Mre, Wilson was destined
1w act with the Republican party and the War.Democrats. in giving m his
earnest adhesion to the cause of the Union during the Rebellion. At the
invitation of the peaple of Des Moines, he repeated his lecture in that city to
one of the largest audiences ever assembled at the capital,

A question had been mised as to the loyalty of the Irish regiment that
had been organized in Iown, and the Guvernor was unwilling to muster them
into the Un service.  Mr. Wilson, st the request of leading citizens of
Dubugue, in 1862, weat to Washing and i iewed 5 ¥ Stanton
(who, by the way, had been an old friend of Mr, Wilson's family in Ohio),
and ined fram him p ion for the ring in of the Trish regiment
into the United States service, which was executed according to the crder of
the Secretary of War.

At the same time, Secrelary Stanton, without the solicitation of Mr. Wil-
son, commissioned him coloncl, with authority to go home and raise the Sixth
Regiment of lowa Cavaliy. He distel d 1o Dubaque, and by
his own persanal exertions raised the reg gh Bty th i men
had already been taken out of the state for the Union army. [t was the
weference of Colonel Wilson ta have been ardered south with his commanid ;
Lul just prior to their mustering in, in August, 1862, the Sioux oatbreak
oceurred in Minnesata, and Colonel Wilson, with his regiment, was ordered
to Sioux City, o join 2 regi from Neh under d of Colonel

urnass, now Governor of that state. and thus consolidated under Brigadier.
General Alfred Sully, to proceed up the river and join the Minnesota force
in command of General H. H. Sibley, for the suppression of the Indian mas.
sacre.  But failing to effect a junction, on sccount of delays in transporiarign,
the force under General Sully found the Tndian trail, and, overtaking them
at White Stone Hill, fought the noted batile at that point, August 3, 1863,
which resulted in killing about three hundved Tndians and the captore of a
hundred and fifty prisoners. In that battle Colonel Wilson had a fine horse
shot under him, which had been presented him by the citizens of Dubuque.
Seeing his hovse about to fall, he instantly mounled another and kept up with
the charge upon the enemy.

In the Fall of 1863 Colonel Wilson built Fort Sully on the Upper Mis-
souri. During the Winter of 1863-4 he was stationed with his command, for
the protection of the settlers, along the line of the Misoar Wiver, from Fout
Sully to Sioux City. Sceretary Stanton not being able to fulkll his promise
to send the colonel and his command south, Culonel Wilson resigned, and
came home in June, 1864,

On the first of August fullnwiu?

he started for California, where he went
into parinership in practice of law with his brother, 5. M. Wilon, one
of the leading lawyers on the Pacific coasl.  The partnership continued over
two years, when he returned lo practice in Dubuque and Washington City, |
being the attorney at the later Pll:: in the eelehrated case of McGarrahan
ws, the New Idria Quicksilver Mining Complnr This case was closed after
being on irial two years, 1t was tried hefore the Judiciary Committee of the
House of Representatives af the United Siates, Honorable Jolin A. lingham,
of Ohio, cl The i ted of the following pérvons:
H ble Joha A. Bingham ; H: hle Benj. F. Butler; Honorable —
Eldridge, of Wisconsin ; Honorable John A, Peters, now Judge of the So

Court of Maine; Honorable Ulysses Mereur, of the Supreme Court of Penn-
sylvania ; Honorable Michael € Kerr, M. C. from Indiana ; Judge Kellogg,
of Connecticit ; and Judge Lovghridge, of lowa, The attorneys in the case
were ; Honorable Dawid 5. Wikon and Honorable William M. Evarts, for
the Co ; and Judge Paschal, of Washington City, and Judge Shaw, of
New York, for McGarrahan, Mr. Wilson prevented the farts in the care and |
a very able legal argument. Mr. Evarts (ollowed, basing his defense of the
Company on the facts furnished by Mr. Wilson. The committee, alio, in
awarding the title 1o the Company, made up their report from the matter
farnished in Mr, Wilson's statement and defense of the cuse.  This was an
impartant trial, and it decivion, to which Mr. Wilson contributed so larpely, |
saved to the company 2 mining interest in California worth a million of dol-
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irresy e of party disti to the office of District Judge, for a term of
four yemrs, commencing January 1, 1878,

Wilson was married in 1830 10 Henriena E. Sanford, of Erie,
Pennsylvania, and by this marriage has four children,—ihree sonk and one
daughter, The latter, Mrs. W. Brock, resides in Chicago. The
judge’s oldest son, Henry, is about ready to graduate to the practice of law,

FITCH B. STACY.—F. B. Stacy was born at DeKalb, 5t Law-
rence County, New Vork, November 15,1821, Early his tastes led him toa
mercantile line of life, and he secured a position, and continued in trade a1
Utica, New York.

In 1855 he weni o Chicago, 2nd until 1861 engaged snceessfully in the
dry podai'obl:ing trade. At this rime he disposed of his interesis in Chicaga,

and moved to Stacyville, Mitchell Coumy, lowa, where he has since vended
—hasa fortabie and dious home, ded by the i
dant on i anl good 1aste.

¥« P

In 1865 Mr. Stacy turned his altention 1o the raisimg of blooded.siock,
which he has carried on successfully, and his herd now includes some of th:
finest specimens in the country, both of his own raising and importatians
from eastern states, and from Canada, At his * Little Cedar Stuck Farm,”
a1 Stacyville, he has the finest full-blonded short-hovn stock of catle so much
sought after by steck fanciers, embsacing Princess breed, in which the Bates’
blood predominates Jarpely in his whole herd ; pure blood Cotswold sheep
from imported stock | a direct importation from Eagland of Berkshire swine ;
and also full blood Chester white swine. He is increasing s stock con-
stantly, and expects 1o continue in it for time ta come at his * Little Cedar
Stock Farm™ at Stacyville, lowa.

Honorable LEWIS LICHTY.—Thin gentleman, the present
popular Mayor of the beautiful City of Waterlon. lowa, was bosn in Somer.
set County, Pennsylvania, on the 2qth day of February, 1828, and is now
consequently forty-seven years of age, although his appearance would not
indicale that so many winiers had passed over his head.  Perbaps his youth.
ful appearance is somewhat due 1o the fact, that though bor in 1828, he has
passed but eleven hirthdays, Heis of German-Scoich descent, his father's
grandp baving emigrated from German fatherland, while his mother's
parents were born in Scutlund.  Bomn and brought up on a farm, a member
of a large family, there being six boys and three girls, he early learned that
life was an earnest reality, by being required to pedfonn eentain duties which
usually fall to the lot of boys on all well regulated farms,

He received the radiments of an EnPlia education under clicumstances
poorly calculated to inspire in 2 youthlul mind desires for Titerary attain-
ments, attending school in the primitive Jog school house in his neighbor.
hood only when he could be spared from home duties and wock, 1le
attended college but & short time, paying his way by teaching, which he
followed for several years aftevwards, employing the spare time it afforded
him in reading and study, thes disciplining and improving his mind by a
thorough course of self-calture.

He read law in the office of the Honorable A, H. Coffioth, in the Town
of Sa_um_wr, and in 1855 was admitted to the bar, baving passed a creditable
examination,

He immediately opened an office in 1he Town of Samerset, which then
contained one of the strongest bars in the State of Pennsylvania, and con-
tinued the practice of his profession for nine yean, when le removed with
his family to Waterloo, Jowa. Here he at once devoted himsell to his pro-
fession, and soon sccured a pood busines,

Upon the organization of the city, in 1868, he was elected City Atlorney,
which office he held for two terms,

In 1875 he was elected Mayor, and has since filled that office three terms
by re-election.

That he is & popular and efficient officer is manifested by the fact that he
has been connccted with the city government since its At erganization,
u;oq;h not really in sympathy wah the political party comtrolling the
clections.
 Holding advanced ideas, he has taken an active part in the educational
interests of the city, serving a conziderahle portion of the time as 1 Member
of the Board of Education,

In politics Mz, Lichty was raised in the Whig belief, but o the demise
of that party acted with the Democraric nrg::lgualiun np te l‘?l:lilllr of the
war, since which he has been what might be called a conservative, looking
to principles rather than rln politics.

“He was married 1o Miss Henrietta €. Bennett, in May, 1862, in the his-
toric Town of Winchester, Virginia, She died al the residence of her
hushand in Waterloo, Sepi. 1o, 1873, leaving three children 1o mourn her

Mr. Lichty has won, by industry and integrity, an enviable pasition in
life ; for, whether as a servant of the public. or an individual member of
society, he is respected and honered by all who kanw lim.

. L, CHASE.—The subject of this skeich is ane of the early set-
tlers of Mitchell County. He came here in the year 1856, and has since
resided at Osage.

Mr. Chase was horn at Limington, Maine, October 37, 1823 When two
years ald his father moved to Scarborough, in the same siate, where our
sauject passed his early life, and resided waril 1852, when he moved 1o
Poriland, and from thence, two years afier, to Saco, Maine, From this last
place he moved dircetly to Mitchell County, Jowa, settled 2t Osage,
whese he at present resides.  Doring the war be was deputy Provost Marshal.
then appointed postmaster of Osage, which he held eight years, In 1863
was appointed deputy United States Revenue Assessor, and served until
\hat position was aholished by act of Congress.

In 1874 he commenced dealing in farm impl
supplies ai Osage, and siill continucs,

n 1844 he was married to Miss Elisabeth Johnson, of Standish, Maine.
Mr. and Mre. Chase have a family of seven chilidren, five of whum ate
living : Annie A, Alive M,, Emma E., Moses Albert and Edith V.; Moses
Herbert and Mary E. died in infancy.

and farm hinery

8. B, CHASE, M.D.—Prominest among the eady seltlers of
Mitchell County, the aame of Doctor 5. B. Chase, of Osage. may be men-
tioned. Prominent among the most enterprising and liberal spirited of its
citizens, continued mention of his name may be made. In all matters of
interest pertaining to the develog perity anid welfave of Osage
and Mitchell County, he has not asked others Lo Jead that e might follow,
but has lead while nthers have followed —true followers they have been, co.
eqasl in carnestness and enterprise with the leader—and the weiler means
no disrespect 1o tbem, but in cvery case involving public spinil vome ome
must lead, and can succeed only when d by d ined and gt
fell Particularly has he heen promi) in the blishing and build-
ing up of the City of ilhlge. He was one of the first to discover the feasi-
bility of planting a village here—was ever confident, and hisconfidence was
not misplaced, that this could he made the most populous town in the county,
by 3 proper and well di i effc it quired a swceession of

fort owing 10 his untiring teal. and that of men of his ilk, it has
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lart.  The case had becn ably argued repeatedly before the Sup Caonrts |
of California dnd the United States yer it was admitted that Mr. Wilion's

defense of the Company was the most thorough and complete of any thing l.
that had ever been presented on the salject, {

Afier returning to Jowa, in June, 1872, he was appointed Circuit Judge,
to il the unexpired term made vaeant m the Ninth Jodicial District by the
death of Judge gark:f, which office he held till Angust following, when he
was appointed District i

udge, to fll the vacancy cauded by the resignation
of Judge Brayton, In the PS:!I

of 1874 he was elected by a large majority,

become one of the pl and most promising of the towns of Northern
Towa —made prominent and highly prized for its religious, educational and
business advaniages,

Doctor Chase was born October 4, 1821, in Limington, Maine. 'With his
father and mother, Moses aud Mary Chase, he went 1o Scarborough, Maine,
at the age of four yvears, where he fived untd 1849, His father served in the
War of 1812, though but Bfteen years of age. *

He is emphatically a sell-made man, having labored on his father's farm

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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