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Name of ·a,"e'r>'re~eatative ..... ~ Senator ___ _ 

t;w .. MU &..L6+}~ 
1. Birthday and place 7 ~/91, ~ ~~ ~ 
2. Marriage (s) date place 

B. Civic responsibilities ________________ _ 

4. Church mem.bership ~4/u-er!L.t~::-cle 
~.II ~ IT -;.J 

5. Sessions served '/ ;~ ~~ /J~~ 

6. Public Offices 

A. L::?~Y.~..ini:fo~· ~*~ 
B. State _________________________________________ __ 

. 
C. National ____________________________________________ _ 

8. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

10 . Education·----------------------·--·-----·-···-----------·---------------------

--···---·-------·-----··-----·-·-·----------··-·-------------·---- ·-··--------------· 
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sistent and faithful member of the Method­
ist church, and his life has ever been in 
harmony with his professions. As a. citi­
zen he was true to every trust reposed in 
him, and capably filled several local offices. 

HON. THOMAS \V ATTS. 

Only those lives are worthy of record 
·that have been potential factors in the pub­
lic progress in promoting the general wel­
fare or advancing the educational or moral 
'interests of the community. Mr. \Vatts was 
·ever faithful to his duties of citizenship and 
took a very active and influential part in 
public affairs. He \vas also. prominently 
-identified with the growth and development 
·of the county, have located here in 1838. 

A native of Vermont, Mr. \Vatts was 
born in Peacham, Caledonia county, No­
vember 7, r8r6, and is a son of Thomas 
\.Vatts, who was born in New Hampshire, 
of Scotch-Irish ancestry. His paternal 
grandfather, Moses \Vatts, was a native of 
Scotland, and during the religious wars of 
that country went to Ireland, and later came 
to America,. locating in Londonderry, Rock­
ingham county, New Hampshire, at the 
·same time the famous Greely and Casey 
families settled there. There he married 
Ruth Highland, also a native of Scotland, 
and they made their home on a farm near 
Londonderry until the father of our subject 
was a lad of ten years, when they removed 
to Caledonia county, Vermont. The grand­
parents both died there at an advanced age. 

On reaching man's estate, Thomas 
\Vatts, the father of our subject, was united 
·in marriage with Miss Jane Bailey, who was 
a native of the Green Mountain state, and a 
-representative of a good old Puritan· family. 

Of the ten children born of this union, our 
subject was the fourth in order of birth. The 
mother died in her native county in I8J2, 
when about forty-five years of age, and 
the father subsequently married Mrs. 
Samson, nee Bailey, a sister of his first wife. 
Unto them were born four children. Com­
ing west in r86r, the father located near 
Princeton, Bureau county, Illinois, where he 
continued to make his home untii called to 
his final rest in 1876, at the age of eighty 
years. 

Being naturally a bright boy and possess­
ing a mathematical turn of mind, our sub­
ject early acquired a good education, and 
by constant reading and close application in 
later years, he became a well-informed man. 
\Vhen quite young he studied surveying, and 
at the age of nineteen years started out in 
life for himself. Believing that the west 
offered more advantages to an ambitious 
young man than the older states of the east, 
he came to Iowa at that time, by way of 
Detroit and Chicago. He first located, bow­
ever, near Peoria, Illinois, \vhere he took up 
a government claim, and afterward entered 
the land, which he at once began to improve 
and cultivate, first erecting thereon a house. 

Having no family and hoping still fur­
ther to benefit his financial concliton, Mr. 
\Vatts came to Clinton county, Iovva, April 
I 5, 18,38, and took up his residence in Deep 
Creek township. Several years later he dis­
posed of his real estate in Illinois, and in­
vested in this county. On his arrival here 
there were only six men residing in Deep 
Creek townshp. He squatted upon one 
hundred and sixty acres of government land 
which he entered when it came into market 
and which continued to be his home through­
out life. He surveyed the principal roads 
which now cross the county, and the road 
running from Bloomfield to Lyons was laid 
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out by him, it being changed but little from 
the original survey. He was familiar \Yth all 
the boundary lines throughout the county, 
and was very closely identfied with its 
early development. In his farming opera­
tions :\Ir. \Vatts was eminently successful, 
and besides his fine farm in Deep Creek 
tov\'nship, he and his son 0\vned four hun­
dred acres of Janel in Clay county, Iowa, 
which they improved and converted into 
good stock farms. which since his 'death 
have been clsposecl of. He also carried on 
stock-raisng quite extensinly in this county 
for many years, but during the latter part of 
his life li,·ecl retired, enjoying the fruits 
of former toiL 

On the 8th of January, I844, in Deep 
Creek township. :\Jr. \Vatts "·as united in 
marriage with :\Iss Emeline Hunter, who 
was born in Cortland county, ?\ew York, 
June 9, I 8 r 7· Her parents, Robert and 
Eliza (Jones) Hunter, were natives of the 
same state, and of New England ancestry. 
Her grand father ,,·as an officer in the Revo­
lutionary war. \Vhen about twenty-six 
years of age she. accompanied the .family 
on their remm·al to this county. Her par­
ents made their home in Deep Creek town­
ship throughout the remainder of their lives, 
the father being engaged in agricutural 
pursuits. I-Ie died about I86o, and his "-ife 
a few years pre,·inus. 

Mrs. \Vatts. \Yho was an act\'e and con­
sistent member of the Congregational 
church, eli eel December I 5. I 869, and her 
death \Yas deeply mourned, not only by her 
immediate family, but by many friends. 
She \vas a loving \\-ife, a kind mother, a 
generous neighbor. and a true and earnest 
Christian woman. She was the mother of 
ten chlclren, six of \Yhom are still living, 
namely: Isaac. a farmer of :;\farshall coun­
ty, 10\Ya, now cleceasecl; Thomas, who mar-

ried :\Iartha \\-ells, and is also engaged in 
farming in that county: Jennie. \vife of An­
drew Howatt. a practicing attorney of Salt 
Lake: l\Iay. wife of Edw<1rcl Hull, of Clay 
county, Iowa: Emma, wife of \Villiam Gil­
more, of Clay county; and Fremont, whose 
sketch appears on another page of this vol­
ume. Those of the family now deceased 
are Eliza. Lambert, Hobert. Isaac, and one 
\\·ho diecl in inbncy unnamed. 

Mr. \\"atts departed this life on the 4th 
of De::ember. I 894, ancl was laid to rest in 
the Deep Creek Valley cemetery. He, too,. 
\\·as a member of the Congregational church, 
a.nd \\·as a supporter of the Republican 
party. .-\s one of the most popular and 
influential citizens of his cc;mmunity, he 
was elected to se\·eral public positions of 
honor and trust. being a member of the 
general assembly during the session of 
I 8 sS-9. which \YClS the first Republican legis­
lature of the state. He \\·as elected to that 
office by a large majority, and was a mem­
ber of the committee on constitutional 
amendment and on elections. He was one 
of the first to serve as county supervisor in 
this county. which office he fillecl for four 
years, and also actecl as local surveyor for 
m·er thirty \'ears. For t\\·o terms he was 
tmynship supen·isor. and held all the other 
local offices in the to\\·nship where he made 
his home. .-\s a citizen of the community 
in \\·hich he so long lind and \Yas so ac­
ti,·e. \Jr. \\"atts ,,-as hig-hly respected, en­
joyed the confidence of his neighhors. and 
was regarded as a man of excellent busi­
ness judgment. 

JOHN COOK. 

Classed among the self-made men and 
highly esteemed citizens of Brookfield to\\'n­
ship is John Cook, \Yho was born in Lan-
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) Thomas WATTS (AFN: 19KD-WRG) 
Sex:M 

Event(s) 
Birth: 7 Nov 1816 

Peacham, Caledonia Co., Vt 
Death: 4 Dec 1894 

Burial: 
Deep Crk Val Cern, Clinton Co., Ia 

Parents 

Marriage(s) 
Spouse: Emeline HUNTER (AFN: 19KD-WSN) 

Marriage: 8 Jan 1844 
Deep Crk Twp, Clinton Co., Ia 

Submitter(s) 
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j;omas WATTS J 
B : 7 Nov 1816 

Peacham, Caledonia Co., Vt 
D: 4 Dec 1894 
M: 8 Jan 1844 

Deep Crk Twp, Clinton Co., Ia 

Family 

Emeline HUNTER 
B: 9 Jun 1817 
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D: 15 Dec 1869 
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Family Group Record 
) Husband's Name 

. / Thomas WATTS (AFN:19KD-WRG) 

Born: 7 Nov 1816 
Died: 4 Dec 1894 

Buried: 
Married: 8 Jan 1844 

Father: 
Mother: 

Wife's Name 

Place: Peacham, Caledonia Co., Vt 
Place: 
Place: Deep Crk Val Cem, Clinton Co., Ia 
Place: Deep Crk Twp, Clinton Co., Ia 

Emeline HUNTER (AFN:19KD-WSN) 

Born: 9 Jun 1817 
Died: 15 Dec 1869 

Married: 8 Jan 1844 

Place:, Cortland Co., Ny 
Place: Deep Crk Twp, Clinton Co., Ia 
Place: Deep Crk Twp, Clinton Co., Ia 

Father: Robert HUNTER (AFN:VGMF-XF) 
Mother: Eliza JONES (AFN:VGMG~1W) 

Children 

1. Sex Name 
F Eliza WATTS (AFN:19KD-WTV) 

Born: Abt 1846 Place: , , Ia 
Died: Bef 1860 Place: , , Ia 

2. Sex Name 
M Isaac WATTS (AFN:19KD-WV3) 

Born: Abt 1847 Place:,, Ia 
Died: Bef 1901 Place: 

3. Sex Name 
M Thomas WATTS (AFN:19KG-XN9) 

Born: Abt 1849 Place: , , Ia 
Died: Aft 1901 Place: 

4. Sex Name 
F Jane "Jennie" HUNTER (AFN:19KG-XRW) 

Born: 
Died: 

5. Sex Name 

Abt 1851 
Aft 1901 

Place:,, Ia 
Place: 

F Mary WATTS (AFN:19KG-XTB) 

Born: Abt 1857 Place:, , Ia 

6. Sex Name 
F Emeline "Emma" WATTS (AFN: 19KG-XWQ) 

Born: Abt 1859 Place:,, Ia 

7. Sex Name 
M Fremont WATTS (AFN:19KG-XXX) 

Born: Abt 1862 Place:,, Ia 
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8. Sex Name 
M l...ambert V\!Al_T~ (AFN:19KD-X29) 

Born: Abt. 1864 Place:,, Ia 
Died: Bef 1886 Place: 

9. Sex Name 
M Robert \IVATT~ (AFN:19KD-X3H) 

Born: Abt. 1866 Place:, , Ia 
Died: Bef 1886 Place: , , Ia 

10. Sex Name 
U lnfantWATT$ (AFN:19KD-X4P) 

Born: Abt. 1868 Place: , , Ia 
Died: Bef 1886 Place:,, Ia 
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