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~Mr. W, H. Fort has reated of A,
J. Power his tenaut  house on Jettor.
son St., and wovad his family here, W
aro glad to welcome them to w home in
our midst.

--\We are sorry to learn that John 1,
Ballard of Linn township had the mnis-
fortune to loose a valuuble thorough
bred colt last week,
by rauning a stake through its broast.

—Bert Chubbuck went down to Mon-
tezuma last Friday and will read law
during the summer in a leading oflice
thore. Iucidentally he will give point.
ers and indulge In the national game,

—The agent of the American Bible
Soclety will be here next Sabbath “and
Services will be held 1n both churches
su the intrests of this cause, and a
Collection will pe taken in each con-
Rgregation, .

—Mrs, Elsle II* Wallace of Marlon,
writes us under date of ‘the 13th inst.
that her mother Mrs. Willinmn Hayzlett
is in ver{ %ood health, but ‘her” eye-
sight is failling and her laméness makes
her more helpless. :

The rain yesterday ' mornfig was
" most refreshing and a timely relief to

| thirsty and craving nature. ‘It came
 after one of the most trying nights,

during which it was almost impossible
:p sleep, experienced here for fora long’

be held to-morrow, Friday at the house
at 2 o’clock. - Mrs.. Hayzlett, Mrs.Ful-
lerton, Mrs. Cummings, Mrs. Wilson,
Geo, Waln and wife and. A.. L.. Waln
are-here and Mrs, Powers - is. expected

- | to-day. ‘

-—D. J. Simmons, Mr. Dorman, and
Mrs. Wm. Arrid all of Blairstown,were
guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs, G.
A. Rundell from. Thursday until Mon-
day, Mr. Simmons is ‘a brother-in:law
of Mrs. Rundall. . The - party . came

| across.the country in a carriage.:

““_Henry. E.’ Haeseler is attending a.

.| three days sessjon at-the State Pharma-

cy association, being held at Clear Lake,
his is one of the strongest profes-
sional ‘organizations in: the state, the.

| membersderiving” much " benefit’ and

| 'pleasure at its regular meeetings,  ©

. 8deup

. ATcup
¢, 27c up.

tan Laury Deal of “C_etfitry Rapids
‘| ~ —Editer W. R. Boyd of the Repu

... —W. C, Mullen Chafrman of the Linn
County -Democratic Central Committee
‘har resigned, because he cannot support
the Chicago platform and ticket and it
is said that other members’of this Com-

-| ' mittee will do " likewise.. The bolt . is

‘wide. spread and -general throughout
the Country,> ' = ST

7 ZMrs. Efle” MeClelland - Handley

'|' died at her home near Tama last Friday,

the remains being brought .to: Lisbon,

-morning.-:The deceased was a.. former
‘resident of this county, well known and
with a host of friends that mourn her
-untimely death,

)t i—=Mrs.'J. 8. Buser entertained-at 4 six
"] o’clock tea Friday evening,in honot of

her niece, Miss Olive Buser of \Varren

"] 11L. -A number of -out. of .town guests
.|'were present,’ which includeéd: the tol-

lowing ladies:. Mesdames Spafford and
Bockstaller of -Clinton,. Misses Lillian
Papelka, Ruby: Byers, Nellie. Ccbden

‘can-is-receiving the most ‘spontaneous
‘congratulations and’ best wishes of his
editorial- brethren,. over his .marriage
‘last Thursday .at: . Mechanicsville, to
Miss: Harrietta: F. James::: One-of the

/

fellow. workers,
a Territorial a

It killed itselt].

__—The funeral'of Esquiré Waln will,

1861
‘farming. on' his farm adjoining -town,

-he’has since lived. . - .

funeral services occuring their Monday-

Pooria 1L,

‘brightest - writers’ and genfal,"of “the |
“district, he has but to make .an oppor- |
‘I-tunity to receive:the endominms o ‘

i BNINe 0N omel 8l LHeIr WOrks.
Hut vues finkslied, uvm‘ wogoud Ny ing
no renewal i this worlc

tondor memorles and pure influences 1t

leaves behind, It will end here, but it
will begin In snother sphere, under

new conditions, more beautiful than

the setting sun; nobler than any carth-

ly symbol that poet or painter can sug-

oest, iy the end of a just kind and use-

ul lite,

on, Elijah Dick Waln was born in
Frederick  County  Va, . Dec,. L9th
1814, 1lis father samuel Waln was:
a native of the ssmd county and
was a decendant of Nicholns Waln, s
member of the Society of IFriends and
one of u number who settled in Phila-
delphia not” long after Willlam l’enn,
When he was fifteen years of age his
father died and in 1830 his mother and
family moved to Picksway county
Ohlo muking, the journey overland
with a horge team, ‘I'wo ycars later
iy mother married a farmer in that
couut{ and continued to reside there
until her death, which occured Sept.
12th 1868, . .

Eljah, being the eldest of his par-
ents children, at the death of his father
had the care of his brothers and sisters
until the second marriage of his moth-
er,” IFor several years he was employed
as a clerk until by the strictest econe-
my -he succeeded in accumulating a
sutlicient sum of money to purchase a
small stock of goods and located at
Lexington Ohio. In 1840 he disposed of
hls mercdntile “interests in . Ohio ‘and
moved to Iowa  making the journey
overland. “He first located in Bertram
township and purchased a claim con-
sistimgof one-half of section 12 in that
township. Ierg¢ the family made
themselves as comfortable as possible.
The nearest:market-was-Dubuque,the

1, except in the |
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nearest mill at Otter - Creek—and-the-

nearest post oflice Marion, ;.

Mr. Wgln entered his land from the |:

government as soon as it came 1nto

market, secured his title and remained | .

upon it until 1848.. Ile then moved to
Mt. Vernon, érected a store building,

‘put in'a stock.of goods and opened the

tirst store in this town. Ile kept a gen-
eral  stock -of. everything required: in,
those - primitive: days :and also for a
time kept hotel in this same store build-
ing, he continued this ‘occupation uatil

when: he sold out and -resumed

where he’ continued : to reside untila
few years ago when he sold his farm

to Mr,Whittemore ‘and ‘built a cottage |

near the ‘public’ school building where
. Mr. Waln - was married Sept. 18th 18-
35. to- Miss ‘Mary J. Adains wlo still
survives ~him. ' She,was .a native of

Highland county Ohio, born-April 23rd {- -
I leaand’was one of a household of ten

chil

ren. " The record of Mr. Waln’s.

Fayette county . Iowa, ‘Melissa is the

‘wife of Hon, Geo. W. [Iayzelett of La
'} Porte lowa, Annie Eliza is the wife of
-H. D.¥ullerton and lives in Wright Co.

Jowa, Cinderella is the wife. of . Robert

;- Walson:: tgaSprl;ldgﬂeld Dakota, Jo-
marriedA.. C.’ Powers of
: ‘HIL,; Sarah A.-1s the wife of W,
'I'. Wright who lives in Kansas, Géorge
lives in Wright county,” Charles died in
“Augustvw? .- Minnieia- the wife of I,
C.:Yole, .vot*finlght wcounty: and Edith

.married Miles . J. -Cummings and lives

in. Henrycounty Iils..- Mr. Waln has
been a faithful :member of the Metho-

dist church since 1850, and has contrib- |

uted ltberally: to its ‘support. He was

'gurchas‘e ‘ot the presert site,”and he
has:been “a:liberal " contributor. ‘ever

sinc'g.w He 'was :the:first - Secretary. at-

family is as’ follows: . Alonzo-Hves-in-{—

” 'thing can be found. Our
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one of the first benefactors ‘ot Cornell | Thanking you for past
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shalltown is & gut:;;t"ut the Ntaufer
home, weat of town, |

¢ -=Mlgs Luella Albrook is spending

-1 soveral - wooks visiting relatives amld

friends ut former lows churges'of her
father Elder Albrook, - |

«=Mereill  Williams  returned from
Manchester Tuesday night. We were
‘wnisinformed rogarding his having a
penuarient position there, :

—~1toxy Buttertield was delighted by
a present.-of a sufety bieycle this week,
from her tather and is busy learning to
master the wheelod steed.

--Joht White of Olin, {8 assisting
Chawmbers and Herrick during the sum-
mer rush, He i3 a nophew ot the
junior member of the tirm. .

~Mrs, ' Wolt recolved one thousand
dollars yesterday from the ' Northwest-
ern: Lite lusurance Co, for the policy
held by tho late D, D. Wolf,

- —Mrs, Mary H. Perry of Des Moines,
who, accompaunied by her daughter Ly-
dia, has been visiting her brother I1. S.
lh\le,'returned home ‘Tuesday.

—A new plate glass front will be put
in at Benesh and Knowlton's at once,
which will give the room the modern
appearace its location deserves,

—Mrsi I G. Miller -is visiting her
daughter at Sioux City &nd«during her
absence Mr. Miller is ' painting and
otherwise improving their home.

—Editor Stahlof the Lisbon Herald
is receiving the congratulations of his
friends over the arival at his home last
Naturday of the first heir. 1tsa-boy too.

who lives about one mile south ot town
was struck by lightning  Wednesday
morning but slight damage .was done.

.. —F. M, Chaffee. has already 153 pu-
ils enrolled for the summer session at
“his School at Le Mars.and is- confident
it will reach-uver 200 before the end of
the term. . IR IR
. —Mr. W. H: Fort” has" rented of A.
J. Powerhis tenant . house on Jeffer-
son St., and moved his family here. We.
are glad to welcome them to a home. in
our midst. - - - oG- EREa
—We are sorry to learn that John L.
-Ballard of Linn township had the mis-
fortune to loose a valuable thorough

“—Bert Chubbuck went down to Mon-
tezuma last Friday and will read law
during the summeér in a leading otlice
there. Incidentally he will give point-
ers and indulge in the national game,

—The agent of the American Bible
Society will be here next Sabbath 'and

‘1 Services will be held  1n both churches

sn the intrests of this causeé, -and a
Collection will pe taken in: each con-
gregatlon. . ot
~'«=Mrs, Elsie [I- Wallace of Marion,
writes us under date of ‘the 13th inst.

-1 that her mothér. Mrs. William Hayzlett

is in ver{ ﬂPood;ihea'lth, ‘but -her . eye-
sight is failing'and her laméness makes

“her more helpless, = - i

.~ 'Theé -rain-'yesterday- morning - was
'most refreshing and a_timely relief to
thirsty and craving nature. "
after one "of the. most trying nights,

-] during which it was almost Impossiblé

to sleep, experienced here for for a long’
time, .ol et

+..=The funeral of 'Esquire Waln will.
'be held to-morrow, Friday at the house

[P0

‘1 'at 2 o’clock. :"Mrs, - IIayzlett, Mrs.Ful-

lerton, Mrs, Cummings, Mrs. Wilson,
Geo, Waln and wife and. A.. L. Waln
are'here and Mrs,

—The house of Lawrence Harman |

bred colt last week. It killed itself|.
by running a stake through its preast.

B TUERIUA % VHIBEEY BT R L BUTDBYE
uhd groat,

Those fellows who gotl the eountry
fute the frying pan are now trylng to
land 1t in the tire-Worth  County

tndex, )

Death of Esquire Waln

The death Luesday night July t4th
of Esquire Waln -was not unexpected,
For many. weeks he lingered on the
border lund of the Eternal World,
Deuth however under any and all cfr-
comatances is always sad, ‘I'he rich
and - gracious  promise “Thou * shalt
cowo o thy grave in u full age, lke as
a shoek of corn cometh fn Ity season”
18 rurely moro perfectly realized than
{n the slow dowitne and passing awuy
of our honorabloe and highly esteemed
townsman Fsquire Waln, In the tru-
est and fullest sense ha fultilled his
days and way gathered to hiy futhersin
peaco; IS Iifo " was “darnest and toil-
some, lle early loarned the great max-
fum of philosophy that mun was cre-
ated to work and tho lesson--of in.
dustry, patient persoverance and endu-
rance he then acquired,” gnve a bena to
his character and @& purpose to his life
which he never lost,  Whatever he un-
dertook to do he did it taithfully and
like a true man, For.it was character-
istic ot him ‘throughout his long life,
that what force he had in him, was ex-
pended in manful well doing. lle was
a .genial wholesouled companionable
man, and his death leaves the tenderest
regret in the hearts of all who knew
him, and knew how noble 4nd-whole-
hearted he was.—the memory of whose
kindness and sympathy and loving

able body has mouldered to dust.

How beautiful is such a life! how no-
ble such a death! What can be more
solemn, harmonious and grand than
the contemplation of such a life in the

the grave. Such a life has beencom-

‘pared to a summerday,. - From his set- |

ting the sun will rise again to-morrow
and shine on men and their works.
But once - finished, evex}
no renewal in'this world, except in the
tender memories and pure influences it
leaves behind. It will end here, but it
will begin- in another sphere, under
new conditions, more- beautiful. than
the setting sun; nobler than any earth-
ly symbol that poet or painter can sug-
gest, . is the end of a just kind and use-
ful life. - . - R :
Hon. Elijah Dick Waln was born in
Frederick -~ County Va,.- Dec., 29th
1814, 1lis father Samuel - Waln was:
a native ~of - the samé county and
‘was “a“decendant of - Nicholas Waln, a
member of the Society of Friends and
one of a-number who settled in P’hila-
delphia "not* long after William Penn.
" When--he - was- {ifteen years of age his
father died and in 1830 his mother and
family moved: to .Pickaway county
Ohfo making, the journey. overland
with a horse team,. Two .years later
his mother married -a  farmer in that
county and continued "to reside there
until. her ‘death, which occured Sept.
12th 1868. . . T
Elijah, being the eldest of his par-
ants children, at the death of his father
had the care of his brothers and sisters
until the second marriage of his moth-

as a- clerk until by the strictest econe-
my he succeeded .in “accumulating a
~suflicient sum-of money to purchase &
small stock of goods and located at
Loxington Ohio. In 1840 he disposed of
hls mercantile interests ‘in.Ohio and
moved to Iowa  making
overland. " 11e first located in Bertram
township ‘and purchased a claim con-
sisting-of one-half of section 12 in that
township. Ile@ﬁﬂthq family made
themselves as coffifortable as possible.

deeds, will live long after the perish..

hours when it hovers on the verge of | -

a good life has |

er,” For several years he was employed |.

the " journey

B L T T a4 WO SAAEIMINE MM 4
higher requireisents  for the  sdtue
makes Whis Change 16 grading neoessary,
supt, N, H, Rickards, conduetor,
Prof, {1, 1. ¥reer, Mt Vernou, civics
and scqnomics; sopt, J, T, Mernin,
Cedsr Rapids, arithmetic; .‘audpL Y. J.
Ressions, Waterloo, reading, didsctics
wnd orthography; Supt, J.J. Dofile.
meyer, Marion grammauar snd physio-
logy; supt. W.A. Dorao, Monticello,
history, geography and scictce; Mrs,
Mary . Davis, "ridgeport, Conn. (i)hys-
fcal culture, pritnury methods and ele
mentary science,

‘Obitutary,

Samue) MeWald was born In Cham-
paign County Ohio May bth 1809, and
dle& at the home of his daughter,
Hlester Cork Bertram township July
4th 1896, age cighty seven years and
two months, Nov, I4th, 1530 he way
married to Clarenda Gilliland and nine
children blessed the home, seven are
still living, .

Abont nine years ago, snd onlya
short time before the faithful wife and
mother went to her. rest, her prayers
were answered in the conversion of her
husband who at once united with the
M. E. Church. He has been steadfast

and died In triumphant faith, - e said

‘1s1Y1 1,

{Estaldie

Fine:
Best Work

55,000

AND
!C}'wry Inetrames

I'rices
oderate,
tierms Hlezsonable

Ninstrated C

EMERSO!
WARE

116 Boylston St, Bo
92 Fifth ave.

218 Wz

‘Then when you
And take your g¢
Youw'll trade it
Foran

SEE OUR

SPEG

kol

.AIWayS' the

HORTON

L

WINDOW

AL

~ EVERY PAIR AT $1
 JULY PRICE $1.6

Ladies’ Fine Kid Button and Oxfords, wo
Lo £2.25, ’

 JULY PRICE $1.6'

$2.00

lowéét

. Up-to-date

rds 75¢ an
n counter

A BUSY

WO

Yes it's a busy world, bu
~~==—"=t00-busy to stop when g ;
he Staté HistortiinghoamabefomndnesOur
- mer suits are worth your
sideration and we invite

Powers " is. expected ;
to-day. ool e "1 The uecnreslg.inmrk(()st.;waséd)}x:uqug;&m
' "D, J.Simmons; Mr. Dorman, and | héarest mill at Otter Creek-and-the:
rddmwxmemmwltahestﬂwmgmniw‘@c R et s d e i @driafins
guelsmt:lt.;.‘h?,homa‘})t MJ‘ an “{”' G. | povernment as soon as it came mto
A. RRundell from. Thursday until Mon- | 1y rket, secured his titlo and rematned

day, Mr. Simmons" is ‘a brother-in-law
nf’,"Mrn.s,llundnll., Tha vartv. camo &l.pLOQr"’ “m"}_%‘.g;;l!.a t’h.oﬂ ’1‘.?.‘:.?9..&0

s

E.‘ L
ly. The. |

27" Fres B
L0 ijpﬂ“ot




a5y sont

A o o i i s b BB 41551




9000 F
'
\

’(:?'
o)
12

|
| N
b A~ 3
o LINN COUNTY,
: ' CCNTAINING - e
~ Tull Page Portraifs and Biographical Sketches of Prominent
. and Representative Citizens of the County,

TOGETHER VITH

PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE GOVERNORS OF JOWA, AND

OF THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES.

& b : T : T
P R g i it [ B
i . .3,.4‘,..:.1; REEA PR iAhTe me e TS E

CE{ICAGO'.
CHAPMAN BROTHERS,
1887.

Source: lowa Territorial a i i
nd State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Lib ’
t wa Library, D

B e an s S e

TR



s

S

iSource: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des

T

LINN COUNTY.

S 619-1e

Mary Laramore. The parents of our subject are
both deceased, their lives having terminated in the
State and county of their birth.

Mr. W. 8. Rickard remained in Pennsylvania
some eighteen months after his marriage. At that
time the young and growing State of lowa was re-
eeiving much attention from the Eastern people,
and after much careful thought as to whether it
would be an aid to his prosperity, Mr. Rickard de-
termined to sever the old ties and establish a
home in the Hawkeye State.  After this determina-
tion was settled upon he was not long in carrying
it into execution. After passing beyond the Mis-
sissippi and the borders of Iowa, his course led
him into the county of Linn and township of
Rapids. He found himself in a wild and compar-
atively unsettled territory, but his courage was great
and he at once selected an unbroken tract of cighty
acres which he immediately commenced to imhprove
and cultivate. 1lis land originally cost himn §1.25
per acre, some of which he sold for $300 per acre.
His good wife seconded all his efforts toward im-
provements, and bravely stood by him. Their
neighbors were few and far between, but it wasnot
very long until others, who were as enterprising as
himself, began to settle around him, aud they. soon
found themselves not far from the limits of a thriv-
ing little village. Here he established a guod home
which he enjoyed for a number of years. He sub-
sequently, however, disposed of the larger portion
of his acreage and now lives in retirement, enjoy-
ing the fruits of his early labors.

Mr. and Mrs. Rickard have reared a fine family
of six children, whose record is as follows: Wesley
C. was united in wedlock with Miss Lucy Gillett;
she is now deceased, leaving her hushaind and three
interesting children to mourn her luss.  This son
is now in the West.  Anna, a daughter, resides at
home; William C. was married to Miss Ella Hanna:
they have two children and reside in the eity of
Cedar Rapids; Rebeeen, Robert and Sylvia are
remaining at home with theiv father.

Mr. Riekard with his family are members in good
stunding of the First Presbyterinn Church, as was
his' wife during her lifetime.
stunch Republican, whose principles he believes in
honestly and sincerely, and he easts his vote with

I polities heds a o

this party whenever opportunity oceurs, From the
time of his entrance into the community he became
interested in its welfare, and has fulfilled the duties
of a good citizen, lending a helping hand at every
opportunity in aiding it to become one of the first
in the Hawkeye State.  1le has been an honest and
upright citizen, and as such enjoys the respect and
estecin of his fellow-citizens, and it is with pleasure
that we give his portrait in connection with this
brief sketch of his life.

o N e

-’,.\Ol\'. ELIJAII DICK WALN, a pioneer of

v / j Franklin Township, at present residing
; Z at Mt. Vernon, and whose portrait we give
(&) in connection with this sketch, was born in
Frederick County, Va., Dec. 29, 1814, His father,
Samuel Waln, wus a native of the same county as
his son, and was born Nov. 19, 1738, His father,
Joseph Waln, grandfather of Elijah, was born in
Pennsylvania and was one of the descendants of
Nicholas Waln, a member of the Society of Friends
and one of a number who settled in Philadelphia
not long after William Penn. The grandfather
owned the farm at the cross-roads of the Pack-horse
and Winchester Roads, which was a large and valu-
able estate.
and he kept tavern there for many years, and died
there in 1814 The maiden nmne of the grand-
mother of our subject was Mary Bonard and her
pative home was Virginin. Iler father, Heuwry Bo-
nard, wasanative of Germany, and died in Virginia

X

llis house was a large frame buildiug,

at the venerable age of one hundred and ten years,
the date of his demise being 1824, Ile enlisted in
the German army when sixteen years of age and
was captured by the French, and being kept in
prison by them, almost lost his life from the filth
and vermin of the place in which he was confined.
To escape death he enlisted in the French army to

- fight against the English, and was captured by them,

and being thrown into an English prison, conclided
the best thing hie could do would be to join the Fu-
glizsh army, which he did, and was sent to Amerien
during the Revolutionary War, to azsizt in suppress-
ing the vebellions colonists. While lighting in this
country, upon the part of the English Govermment,
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he was again captured, and this time he united with
the colonists, not for the same reason he had united
“with the French and English, but beeause he learned
that they were fighting for freedom, and his heart
was full of sympathy for them. It was the first he
had ever heard of a Republie, and when the princi-
ples of a free Government were explained to him
‘he readily made up his mind that he would do his
part toward maintaining it, and, enlisting with the
colonists, he fought bravely and well until the close
of the war, and they had obtained their independ-
ence. Ile was then sixty years of age, and forty-
four years of his life had been passed as a soldier.
He had heard no tidings from his relatives during
all his term of service and could find no trace of
them. After the war he was married and reared
two daughters, one of whom was owr subject's
grandmother. )

The father of our subject was one of nine chil-
dren; was reared on his father’s farm, and on reach-
ing man’s estate was married to Margaret Dick.
She was born Sept. 12, 1789, in Frederick County,
Va. Samuel Walu had learned the trade of a miller
in early life, and after his marriage rented a farm,
which he conducted in connection with running a
flouring-mill in Frederick County (afterward Mor-
gan) for several years. He then rented a farm on
the cape, Cape Horn River, in Morgan County, W,
Va., and there followed his chosen calling until his
death, which took place May 25, 1829,  Of his un-
ion with Miss Dick six children were born, three
sons and three daughters—Elijah Dick, William,
Betty Aun, Julictt A., Joseph and Sarah J.

The subject of this biographical notice was fifteen
years of age when his father died. In 1530, our
subject’s mother with her family removed to Picka-
way County, Ohio, making the journey overland
with a horse team. Two years later the mother
married a farmer in that county, and continued to
reside there until her death, which occarred Sept.
12, 1868.

Elijah Waln, being the eldest of his parents’ chil-
dren, at the death of his father hal the care of his
brothers and sisters until the second marriage of
his mother.
tail store in Highland County, and a wholesale store
f'ol' three years, in Cincinnati, Ohio. IHaving, by

Ile was employed as a clerk in a re-

the strictest economy, succeeded in accumulating
asum of moncy, he purchased a stock of goods and
a boat, and transacted a business in general mer-
chandise at various points along the Ohio River.
He operated in this manner for one year and then
formed a partnership with C. D. Empson, under the
fifm name of Empson & Walu, and they opened a
store where he carvied on business in a similar man-
ner. They located at Lexington, Ohio, and con-
tinued in business until 1840, Mr. Waln then dis-
posed of his interest in merchandise, purchased a
farm in Ohio, which he operated for a while, then
sold out and determined to scek a home beyond the
Mississippi.  Ile set out for Iowa, with six horses
and two wagons loaded with a few necessary house-
They made the journey overland, and
He purchased

hold goods.
camped and cooked by the wayside.
a claim consisting of one-half of section 12 of what
is now Dertram Township, paying therefor $1,200.
Upon it was a log cabin and there were about fifty
acres broken and fenced.  The family made them-
selves as comfortable as possible in their humble
dwelling, and their father inunediately commenced
his farming operations. The nearcst -market was
at Dubuque, sixty-five miles distant, the nearest
mill at Otter Creek, twenty-four miles distant, the
bolt being run by hand power; the buhrs were
boulders from the prairie. After a time they went
to the Wapsipinicon, afterward to Maquoketa, forty
miles distant, and the embryo village of Marion,
twelve miles distant, was the nearest post-oftice, the
lowest rate of postage from Ohio being twenty-five
cents per letter.

Mr. Waln entered his land from the Government
assoon as it came into market, secured his title and
remained upon it until 1343. He then removed to
what is the present site of Mt. Vernon, erccted a
store building, put in a stock of goods, and opened
the first store at that place. IIe kept a general
stock of everything required in those primitive
days, and continued thus occupied until 1560, when
he sold out and resumed farming, and was remarka-
bly successful.

Mr. W. was married, Sept. 12, 1833, to Miss Mary
J. Admuns. She was a native of Highland County,
Ohio, born April 23, 1819, and was the daughter of
Joseph Adams, anative of Virginia, and was one of
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a household of ten children. The record of Mr.
and Mrs. Walw’s family is as follows: Alonzo lives
in Fayette County, Iowa; Melissa is the wife of
Hon. George W. Ilayzlett, of Laporte, Black Hawk
County ; Anne Eliza becaume the wife of Henry D.
Fullerton, and they live in Clarion, Wright Co.,
Jowa; Cinderella is the wife of Robert I.. Wilson,
of Springfield, Dak. ; Josephine R. married Albert C.
Powers, of Peoria, Ill.; Sarah A. i3 the wife of
William T. Wright, and is residing in Kansas;
George lives in Wright County, Iowa; Charles was
fatally injured at Cedar Ruapids while boarding
a railroad traiu, in August 1877, he was aged
twenty years and six months; Miunie iz the wife of
T. C. Foley, of Franklin Township; Edith married
Miles I. Cumming, and lives in Heary County, IIL

Politically, in eatlier days, Mr. Waln was an old-
line Whig, but upon the merging of that party into
Republican principles, he cordially adopted the
views of the latter orgamization, which he has
since uniformnly advocated. e was elected Justice
of the Peace soon after his arrival in the State, and
has held the oftices of Trustec, Assessor and Col-
lector. Ilc was elected to the State Legislature in
1858, and served in the first assembly of that kind
that met at Des Moines after the removal of the
capital from lowa City.

Mr. Waln has been a faithful member of the
Methodist Church since 1830, but contributed lib-
erally to its support even before that time.  He has
served as Class-Leader since his connection with
the church, besides being Steward, and is at pres-
ent, as he has been for many years, a Trustce. Ile
was one of the first to contribute toward buying
the present site of Cornell College. Ile has been a
liberal contributor, giving thousand: of dollars
toward improvements since then. e was the first
Secretary at the first business meeting and Leld that
position until he felt that it would be better to turn
the work over to younger hands.

An event occurred in 1885 which marked a nota-
ble era in the history of the family; this was none

other than the golden wedding of Mr. Waln and his

faithful partner, and the festivities of the oceasion
were participated in by a large number of descend-
ants. They started on o tour, their journey extend-
ing through some of the Western States and the

Territory of Dakota. They started on April 27, and
returncd September 18, during this time visiting six
different States and traveling over 4,000 miles. Mr.
Waln wrote a series of interesting letters in connec-
tion with this journcy, which were published in the
Mt. Vernon Hawkeye, and read with great interest
by all concerned. e possesses considerable liter-
ary talent, and was formerly a contributor to differ-
ent papers, his articles embracing both poetry and
prose. He has contributed his share toward the ad-
vancement of his community and county, substan-
tially, morally and intellectually, and in the estima-
tion of his friends and fellow-citizens receives most
cordially the plaudit “Well done; good and faithful
servant.”

< — % >

z=4 YLVAXUS DIX, an honored pioneer of
SO\’R Linn County and a resident of Jackson
@ Township, is a native of Wayne County, Pa.,
born July 8, 1526, Iis father, John Dix,
was a native of the same State, and a farmer by
occupation. He died in his native county when
the subject of our sketch was a little lad of six
years. After the death of his father, Sylvanus
Dix went to live with his brother-in-law, and four
years later went to Wyandot County, Ohio, and
there grew to manhood. Thence he removed to
Champaign County, where he remained until after
his murriage. e secured a small farm of fifty
acres, upon which he lived five years, then sold it
and emigrated to the ITawkeye State. In the
meantime he had secured unto himself a life part-
ner, and was accompanicd hither by his wife and
one child. ‘Their outfit consisted of three horses
and a wagon, and they drove their stock. They
were four wecks on the road, and after their tedious
journcy located on land in Jackson Township,
which he had previously entered.  Upon this there
was a log house, and fifty acres had been improved.
The family moved into the house and made them-
selves as comfortable as possible.

Mr. Dix put in his first erop on hisnew purchase
in the spring of 18536, At that time the nearest
market was Dubuqgue or Muscatine, sixty ‘miles
away, and it required four days to make the trip.
No railroad Lad been built and transportation was
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vilda R.. Jun. 16 1841; Henry B,
Feb. 10, 1S53 William M., April 2, ¢
1847 \\'ilnmt IT., May 7, 1519, !
St. Clair, Wi, A, far.; 7. O. Mt. Vernon. |
Strauﬂbr, 1. K, (,!(‘ll\‘ "Lirbon.

1

Steinhorger, G., far., See. 22; P. O. Mt. i

Vernon. '_
Stahl, Davicl, plasterer, Lis]von.

Stevens, Charles AL fur, 3015, P.O. \lt i

Vernou. o2
ST]‘;“’;&R'E‘ j 14 g’é :ufﬁ ? ..
farmer, See. Y5 PO, )lt. Vernon; Loxr{\
in Dearborn ( 0., Ind., In 18325 came to
this county in ]\ 4% 5 owns cighty aeres |
of land. Uas held (llL office of bchtml
Director, and served as Secretary of the
Board. 1le enlisted in the 21th 1. V.
I, and servel three years and four
months ; was at the baftles of Part Gib-
SOI‘ (]mml,)un Hills, Fisher's THIL Ce-
dar (,ru k. and others, and was \wundod
twice. e marricd Miss Nellie Ellison
in 1863 ; she was born in Connecticut;
has four children—William, John R., ;
Catharine and Mattic. ;
Stewart, J. W, fur, See. 17 ;
Vernon. o
STEWART, JOEIN., farmer. Sec
17; L. O. Mt. Vernon : horn in Adams
Co., Ohio, in 1807. and cume to this ¢
State in September, 1838, wnd located
where he now resides; he owns 320 .
acres of Jand.  [las Ticld the office of
Justice of the Peace.  Te married Miss
Cathariue Boyd in 12295 <hie was born
in Pennsylvania, and died in 1870, He
afterward meried Elizabeth Smith in
1872, she was born in Massachusetts
has nine children by first marringe—
Robert B., Sorah, Mary A., Muarcaret,
Eliza, Auncs, Mirilah William Joln
and James; lost two—Mary AL and
Catharine. 1221 v &Y
Stewart, R. BT tg\{. . l() \hu
Stuckslager, H.. banker, Lishon,
Srawek, W., tr, &30 PO M Vernon,
Sallivan, P, fir 8. G5 PO Mt Vernon.
FIVIOMAR, 15 J., Franklin Nursery,
See. 145 PO, Mo Vernon,
'Thumpsun. Gt 800500 PLOU e Vernon,
Chomas, «Ira B Franklin Nursery, See,
PO Mo Verson,
Thons, "y,
Mo Plosamt,
TIEOIIAS, B4
Lishon s ben in

P. O. Mt.

Vernon.

Ree. 200 PO,

furmer,

3R L, wrnin dealer,

i

.\l l\i.JHl}lH oo

“QTA\NS.-\NT, A\
i non.,
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Penn., in 18445 came to thi§ county in
1877, He married Miss Sarah E.
Lockard, in 1863; she was born in
Northampton  Co.. Penn.; has  oune
child—Asher K.; lost two.

Torrance, Hugh, farmer, See. 27; P. O.

Mt. Vernon.

i Torrance, Jumes, farmer, See. P. O.
Mt. Vernon.
Torrance, W. X, fumer, Sec. 27; P. O.

Mt. Vernon,

- PURNER, JOS., <tock dealer, Lis-

bon; born in Montzomery Co., }’unn.;
in 18335 came to this State, in 18555
he enlisted in the 24th Towa Infantry,
in the late war, and served four vears.
Marricd Miss Emma Clark, in 1873
she was born in Pennsylvania; has one
child, named Emma.

»{'ILM, JOSTALL retired, Lixbon.

B., retived, Mt Ver-

3

Vansant, W, carpenter 5 Mi. Vernon,

: Xi\;f—;\]u\*, AT, painter, Mt Vernon,
PV AELN, K. B, fomer, Mt

Vernon;
horn in Virginia, Dee. 29, 181E, wheve
he resided until 1830, when hie uni-
arated to Olio, where he lived cleve
years, coming to this eounty in ]\‘1
Tle has held offices of Assessor, Justice’
of the 1c.uc; and has represented the
county in  the State Legistature. l’c
marricd Miss Mary J. Adaws, in 18
<he was born i Hiclland Co., Olio; lms
living nine children-—Alonzo T, Melissa
J., Ann Eliza, Cinderella M., J(m*phm\- '
R.. Sarah ;\., Georae K Minnic 8. ,
Idith ; lost two—Mary and Charles.
Waln, ST, far, 8. 16 PoOU Mt Vernon,
Walters B. F., drayman; Lishon.
Warner, David, luborer ; Lisbon.

Webber, B. R, stome mason : Lisbon.
Weneer, A. L., stock buyer; Lishon.
West, Tsaae No, farmer, Nee. 205 PO,

Mt. Vernon.

West, 1L 0, e, 20200 PO M Verron,

VWEST, WESEIY, farmer  Sec.
105 PO Mt Vernon g born in Ken-
tucky in INOS:oat an early age he
cmicrated, with his parents; to Ohie,
where he remsined until his removal 10
this comnty in =500 He owns about
GO0 acres of land. e marriad Miss

Molie MeRay o 1380 ~he was born
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tion when no one clse could be found to risk the
chances of compensation, and it is strongly sus-
pected that he fell considerably short of the con-
tract price from the subscription list which was
turned over to him for collection,

Mr. Webster is an example of what industry and
unflagging perseverance may accomplish:  "Though
yet a young man, he has achieved a success in busi-
ness rarely reached in a lifetime of laborious effort.
Coming to Muscatine as the employ¢ of the only
marble establishment in the place, he soon hecame
its proprietor, and has so cxtended and enlarged its
business that it now rivals those of metropolitan
cities.

On the 25th of May, 1865, he married Miss Fliza
Jane Galbraith, a native of Pennsylvania, of Scotch

ELIJAH

MOUNT

HE first general mercantile trader in Mount

Vernon was Elijah Dick Waln, who took up
land near the present site of the city in the antumn
of 1841. At that time this part of Linn county was
a wild, unbroken country, with few cabins of any
kind in sight, and quite as many red men as white;
now his present farm is in the corporation, with
twelve hundred neighbors around him.  No vestiges
of savage life remain, but in their place are the
most_impressive indices of civilized, christianized
society, and an institution for the highest literary
culture.

Mr. Waln is a native of Virginia, and was horn in
Winchester, Frederic county, on the 2gth of Decem-
ber, 1814. His father was Samuel Waln, o farmer
and miller, and his mother was Margarct Dick. One

of his great-grandfathers, John Bonard, a native of

Hesse, has a singular history. At the age of seven-
teen he was drafted into the army of Germany, was
captured by the French and enlisted in their army
in order to get out of prison: served in the French
army until captured by the Inglish, in whose army
he enlisted to again obtain his liberty.  When the
revolution broke out he was sent to this country as
a “‘red-coat,” and while fighting against the colonics
met a brother German, who, in the Teutonic tongue,
enlightened him in regard to our struggle for liberty.
He imm&diately forsook the British army and aided
the Yankees in gaining their independence. A fter

Cag e e

ancestry, who in childhood removed with her par-
ents to Ohio, where her early years were passed.
They have three very promising daughters, namely,
Nola, Alice, Jessie Bell and . Inez, all of whom are
heing carcfully educated for useful and honorable
stations in life.

As a hushand and father, Mr, Webster is kind and
indulgent, taking pleasure in ornamenting and beau-
tifying his pleasant home, situated on one of the
choicest sites in the picturesque city of Muscatine,
commanding an c¢xtensive view of the great river
and of the country on both sides of it for many
‘miles north and south.  Nor is it too much to say
that his house is onc of the most delightful to be
formd throughout the Tength and breadih of the
great valley of the Mississippi.

D. WALN,
VERNON.

seventeen years of age he heard no news from his
relatives in Hesse, excepting that they had left the
old world. At the close of the revolution he set-
tled in Frederic county, Virginia, and died there in
1524, aged one hundred and ten years.

Elijah D, was the eldest child, who lived to ma-
ture years in a family of nine children. At the age
of fifteen years he lost his father, and the widowed
mother and children moved to Pickaway county,
near Circleville, Ohio, where he spent three seasons
on a farm.  When about eighteen he obtained em-
plovment in a store at New Lexington, Highland
county; remained there one year, and then spent
five years as a clerk in a wholesale dry-goods house
in Cincinnati, at the end of which time he returned
to New Lexington and embarked in mercantile trade
for himself, continuing it until 1841, when he immi-
grated to Towa, fter spending a few weeks at Towa
City he bought a squatter’s claim, and in October of
that vear settled near the spot where his present
home is found. ‘There being but few families in the
township he concluded to adopt the occupation of a
farmer for a few vears and wait for mereantile op-
portunitics to present themselves. In May, 1849, he
opened the first general variety store, and the see-
ond store of any kind, in Mount Vernon. It stood on
the southwest corner of Main and Jefferson streets,
opposite the brick store huilt in 1856, which he now
owns and which is occupied hy Mr. E. T, Gough.
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Mr. Waln retired from mercantile life in 1860, and
since then has attended to his farm, besides operat-
ing at times in the insurance business.

He was oneof the first movers in the literary en-
terprise projected about 1850 and resulting in the
founding of Cornell College, one of the most pros-
perous institutions of learning in the state. The
first prime movers were Rev. George B. Bowman,
Elijah D. Wah, Jesse Holman and A. 1. Willits, the
last named man being the person who laid out the
village of Mount Vernon. The first money raised
for the starting of this institution was paid by Mr.
Waln, He has always been its warm friend, and has
given thousands of dollars toward its grounds, build-
ings and endowment. He was scerctary of its board
of trustecs for ten or twelve years, cheerfully giving
much time as well as much money.

Mr. Waln was one of the representatives from Linn
county to the general assembly in 1858, and has held
‘several offices in the municipality of the place. He
is now a member of the school board, and is an ar-

JOHN W,

dent worker in educational matters. In politics, he
is a republican, with whig antecedents.

His church connection is with the Methodist Epis-
copal. He has been a class leader and is now pres-
ident of the official board.

On the 1oth of September, 1836, he was joined in
wedlock with Miss Mary Jane Adams, of New Lex-
ington, Ohio. They have nine children living and
have lost three; two died in infancy, and one son,
Charles Adams, in his twenty-first year. He was
accidentally killed while getting on the cars at Cedar
Rapids on the 12th of August,1877. Alonzo T', the
eldest child, has a family and lives in Mount Vernon;
Melissa J. is the wife of G. W. Hayzett, sheriff of
Black Hawk county; Cinderella M., of Lucas R.
Wilson, of Ehvood, Clinton county; Ann Eliza, of
Henry D. Fullerton, of Wright county; Josephine
R., of Albert C. Powers, of Peoria, Illinois; Sarah
E., of William 'I". Wright, of Harvey county, Kansas,
and George E., Minnie S. and Edith are single and
live at home.

GILLETT,

ATLANTIC.

ONE of the earliest settlers in northeastern lowa,
a pioneer in what is now Clayton county, and
the first man to turn a furrow there, was John Wooley
Gillett, a native of Maryland.  He first saw the light
of this world in Worcester county, on the gth of July,
1809, and although he is approaching his seventieth
year, he is quite active. His father, John Gillett, was
a farmer.  In 1830 John W. went to Camden, New
Jersey, and worked two or three years for a gardener
who raised fruit and vegetables for the Philadelphia
market. After spending a year in Virginia Mr. Gil-
lett came to the Mississippi river, worked awhile at
the carpenter’s trade (which he had picked up) at
Dubuque, Galena, and other points in that part of
the country, and in 1836 located in Clayton county,
then in Wisconsin territory.  He scttled on three
hundred acres of land one and a halt miles north-
east of where Garnavillo now stands, There were
then but two or three families in the county, and the
country was as wild as nature, undisturbed, could
make it. Deer, elk. bears and wild turkeys were
abundant, and now and then a few bison were seen.

Mr. Gillett cultivated his farm for nearly forty
years, until he saw Clayton county everywhere thickly

populated. He was deputy sheriff one term, and
assessor and supervisor several years in succession.
He has always been very robust, and a great driver
of business until quite recently. )

In March, 1876, having disposed of his Clayton
county property, Mr. Gillett removed to Cass county,
settling in Atlantic, and purchasing a farm of one
hundred and sixty acres four miles southwest of the
city. Heis a good farmer and has the best of crops.
In 1877 he raised seven hundred bushels of spring
wheat on twenty-six acres.

Mr. Gillett has a second wife, his first being Miss
Emma Castle, of Garnavillo, Iowa; married in 1852.
She had eleven children, and died in February, 187s.
Six of her children survive her. In September,
1876, Miss lizzie Goff, also of Giarnavillo, became
his wife,  She has one child.

Atan early day in Clayton county Mr. Gillett and
a dozen other men tracked some bears into their cave
in a ledge of rocks, where they had taken up their
winter quarters. These brave men debated what
should be done, for some time, each one deciding
that he was too large to getinto the crevice. Finally
they procured four or five gallons of whisky, drank

RY

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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e /D: 12138
o Name: Elijah Dick WALN ‘ 25% OFF FAMILY TREE MAKER 2009
o Sex: M Tl w o [
« Birth: 29 DEC 1814 in Frederick County, Virginia This year, their past
[ )e Death: 14 JUL 1896 is the present.
e Reference Number: 2138 Connects with
Ancestry.com and
Father: Samuel WALN b: 19 NOV 1788 in Harper's Ferry your family perfectly.
Mother: Margaret DICK b: 1789 Bring everyone closer
together this yvear,
Marriage 1 Mary Jane ADAMS b: 23 APR 1819 in Highland Get 25% off
County, Ohio Family Tree Maker 2009
o Married: 10 SEP 1836 in New Lexington, Ohio g for a limited time
Children

1 Alonzo T. WALN b: 11 MAR 1838

2. Melissa Jane WALN b: 15 APR 1840

3. Ann Eliza WALN b: 18 DEC 1841

4. & Cindarella Margaret WALN b: 16 MAR 1843 in Mt.
Vernon, lowa

5 Josephine R. WALN b: 7 MAY 1847

6.  Sarah E. WALN b: 6 JUL 1849

7. & George Elbridge WALN b: 19 NOV 1853

8. Charles Adams WALN b: 28 MAR 1856

9

0

Minnie Stella WALN b: 12 NOV 1859
Edith WALN b: 17 AUG 1862
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