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arother of formoer  Viee-President
Pairhanks, i3 presldent and chief pro-
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receiver, aceording (o information re-
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MAJOR Wm. G. THOMPSON

There was o very large attendance

ab the funeral  services of the late
Judge W, G Thompson, Wednesday
afternoon.  OLL thoe  [riecds  from

every part of the eounty were thero.
Many eitizens of AMarlon and Cedar
Iapids. The religious services were
condueted by Itev. Mr. Fnsign, pastor
of the Muarion Dresbyterlan chueeh,
aher which the Marion Grand Army
Post, of which the deéeased was a
member, gavo their impressive ritual-
Istie serviee, A male quartel compuos-
ed of D, E. Voris, J..J. Booth, A.D.
Hurtson and Wm. Scbern furnised ap-
propriszte music. The pall bearvers
were, Wi, Dennis, Charles Sutlifl,
Charles Grommoo, W. T. Jackson, Le-
roy Canedy and Perey Gritling all mem
bers of the Marion Sons of Veterans
Camp. The members of the Linn
County Har Association were nearly all
preseant, o large delepgation, also of the
Cedar Hapids Gramd Pust and
many Odd Fellows. The electrie rail-
way company furnished extra ears and
Supt. Martin Fvane pave the service
hisg personal attention.  In the desth of
Major Thompson Linn county and the
state loses one of their leading and best
citizens.

Army

G RATIICA L,

Willlam Gicorge Thompson was born

Centre  towoshlp, Dotler eounty,
Penvaylvnnin, Jan, 17, 1830, and was n
I, and Jano (MeCundless)
The former was born nbout 1790,
1796 Mr.

the

nhont Thaompron’s

l

reounty until 1862, when be helped o
i rate the Pwenveth lown regiment Lo r
the civil war, conslsting o! flve com
poanies fTram Linn and five [rom Seott
eountlex, pnd  he went to the front as
major but the colowel, being n regalar
army officer, wus detgiled for hrlgade
commandur, nnd the Heutennnt-colom]
being taken prirover the fudge waa left
invommand of the regiment for some
time, Llepww servicsin Missouri, Arkan-
sas, Lowvisinnn, Texns nnd  Alnbamn,
nnd was commnuder of the post st Ar-
knnenar Pass, fur eight montha
He wan in the siege of Vick=Larz, and st
he hattle of Prairie Grove,
was severely wounded.
Believing the war was about over hw
resigrned  his eommission nod retarne:d
in the Inll of 1864, Duoring the
prefidentind  enmpuign ol that year ho
stumped the state for Abrahinm Lineoln,
of the electors at
e wook pride in the fact that he
wie nblie to enst his ballot nt that time
Tor the murtyeed  president,

Texne,

Arknnsas

Lot

] wnn eleeLaed
inrgEe,

aone

Soon after
thiv Judge Thompson was elected din-
trict nttorney for keven conntios of lowa
—ldon, Jones, Cedar, Johnson, lowa,
-Bonton and Tama—and after creditably
Illing thnt ofMece forsix years he waa
tendered the renominntion withont op-
ponition, but reflused it.
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GHICAGO TRAINS,

whe

Leave Marion Arl C
No 2daily 735 am
No 1daily 3562 pm I

No 1 dally 212 3
No 06 10 am ex Sun wl‘ia'\':w
No 18 2 55 pin daily

Leuve Chicago Arrive
Na 1 daily 7 00 pm 1
No 3 daily 10 19 pm

No 37 daily (from Savannab) 1.
No 41 30 pmn ex Sun '
Nu 11 605 pin daily |
OMAHA TRAINSS
Leave Marion Arrive O1
No 1 daily 12 80 am :
Nec 3 dally 6 00 am ¢
No 27 dally 3 00 pm 1
No 1l 1160 pm daily 1
Teave Omaha Arrlve !
No2 daily 11 43 pm 7
No 4 daily 7 15 am a
No 6 daily 6 00 pmn 2
NolB742am )

KANBAS CITY TRAINS,

Leave Marinn Arr Ku
No 103 ex Sun 6 16am t
No 9 ex Sun 9 38pm &

Leavo Kan Clty Arrive !
No 108 ex Sun 0 03 am &
No 10 e Sin 5 55 phn 10

ST. PAUL VIA CALMAR TRAIM
Leave Marion Arrive St

No 22 6 51 am ex Sunday 6
Leave St Paul Arrive Ms
No 21 8 30 tom 7
FARLEY LINE,
T.enve Mariown Arrive Fa
Nc 24515 pm ex Sun 8
Leave Farley Arrive Ma
No 23, 8.10 & m ex Sun 10

MARION AVD CEDAR RAPIDS TR:
1300y Excopt Sunday,)

Leave Mar oy Ar. Ced. Rap
No 10t 1S nn [k
No w73 am hn
Nuo 22 10 b0 0 m 111

New train

NO Zo 40D I

No2l T4 pm R0
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IN NEW YORK. -

The Amerlcan Economlst says:

New York 18 in a peculiar sense a
selfcentered, self-absorbed and self-
sufflelent ¢ity. In the minds of most
New Yorkers the boundaries of Man-
hattan Island, together with a part of
Long Island and some territory In
the Bronx, are the .boundaries of the
whole country, Once In every four
years they are temporarlly, reminded
by the election returns of that fact

that momobody hosides themselves
livee and doos things In the United

States. But. they soon forget. it and
go right on thinking that the sun
rises and’ sets In. New York alone.
New Yorkers think they make money.
They don't. They get money. A late
Lreakfast, two or three hours at busl-
ness, a downtown lunch, an afternoon
whirl In the automobile, a 7 o'clock
dinner, an evening at the opera, then
a late supper, late to bed, another
late breakfast, and so on. Such Is
New York's conception of the ldeal
evistence, The rest of the ‘country
exlats only when the goods go out and
the checks come in. o

The New York millionalre Is flrmly
ccavineed that cheaper fodd articles
are the exlgent necessity of the day
He spends $50,for a dinner for four.
He would pay the same prices if the
farmer gave hisistuff away for nothing.

IOWA NEWS,

Ames and Grinnell will debate the
Canadian reclproelty question. )

Willlam Durns, Towa Falls, {5 hun:-
irg for ols wife who has been miss-
Ing for ten days, "

C. M. Clark marketed forty-two
biearl of bogs at Elliot tthat welghed
416 1-2 pounds aplece. E

A new smokestack on the electrle
lizht plant at Creston will he erected
woon, conling $6,000,

Fire at Marcus caused a loss of
$56.000 hut Cherokee sent' firemen
and prevented the entlre destruction
of the town, !
North-Western rallroad {s planning

den......ed It
iay, tho peo-!
'mﬁn\liﬂ‘ iltﬂ,

to spond $300,000 in improving - the
machine shops, of the. road at Mis-
U{Jilll'l Va.l 0y y \
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DOGRAPIIOAL,

William Ueorge Thompaon waa born
In Contro towuoshlp, Dutler, couuty,
Ponnrylvania, Jon, 17, 1880, and was n
#on of Wm. [, and Jono (McCandloss)
Thompron, nlvo gatives of that losality.
The lormor wna born abous 1700, the
Iuttar nhont 1706, Me, Thompron's
paternal grandparents, John aod Mar.

WA o RAE, VLA

A. (Bmythe) McCandlese, who on coming
to Amerlca Jocated - within swo miles of
where Alr. Thompaon’a parents spent
thelr lives. The grandiathers both
bought land and made for themeelves
bomes. In religious faith they were
etrong Presbyteriuns. John Thom pson
lived to be ninety-eight years of age, his
death oceurriog in 1846. The father,
William H. Thompson, was a larmer by
occupation. He, too, was a atrict Pres.
byterian, and in politles was firet a
Whig and later a republican, e died
in 1865, his wile in 1866, honored and
reapected by all who knew them.

Judge Thompson’s primary education
was obtained in the common echools
near his boyhood home, and when not
fn the schuol room he assisted in the
work of the farm. At 19 he attended
the Witherspoon Institute ‘at Butler,
Penneylvania, going home to work dar-
inig barvoss, 1lenexs read Inw ne that
place with Willlam TImblla and was ad-
witted to the bar October 15, 18597
Hon. Daniel Agnew, alterward chiel
justice of the United States, ‘presided at
theé examination. =

CAME TO MARION IN 1853.

On the 27th of Ndvember, 1853, Judge
Thompaon came to Marion, travellng as
lar west as his money would carry bim.
Marion at that time was anew town,
snd larger than Cedar Raplide. *Here be
wus first engaged in the practice of hia
prolession, In partnerahlp with Colodel
Isaac M. Preaton under the firm nnme of

continuing until 1838, after whicl’ Judge
Thompsun was alone in business. Judge
Thompeon’s firat dollar was enrned
about two weeks: after he located in
Marlon. It was the trial of.a sult.hefore
a justice ol the peace. Those who liu-
tened to the trial recognized his abillty
and [rown that time on his success was
assured. His reputation as a lawyer
enon apread>, He won considerable re-
vown in-the 'practice of criminal law,

liaving deiended in twelve murder caves,

nad Insiog but two. In August, 1854,
Mr. Thompsaon was wlected prosecuting
attorney and held that position for two
yesre. Hu was elected to the slnte sen.
nte ou the republican ticket in 1836, for
s twn yenrs' term, which proved to be

‘s very important year In Iraming the

Inwn of the atato thatasill exist, Mr,
Thompson belog n member of the judici-
nry committee. ‘The code of 1851, wna
ievinedt duoringithe: seeslon ‘ol 1850.7,

Preaton & Thompron, this connection |

l'u"n; Wiab oftice for six yoars he was
tendered the renomination withouv op-
poultion, but refused It,

’ APPUINTED UNIEY JUNTICE,

Without Liv knowledge or nolicitation
heo wan shen nppointed clle! Justice of
[dnlfo by Presidunt Hayes, pud held that
respousibly position for oo term, ree
slgning 1n 1870, whoen he returosd w
Muarlon, That Inll he wis dected to
congreas nnd touk hia sest I;:,‘. Dmmh}r‘.’
B[R B L o
mugh work, haviog twenty-two eon-
tested.. cases. “He was re-elected and
sorved In all four yenrs, For party
reasons he wna then porsunded to ae
cept the nomination for represeusative
to the stateleginlature, sud being elected.
was chosen chairman of the committee
to re-organize the courts of the etate,
which business he euccesslully accom-
plished. .Ile was aleo & member of the
committee appolated to try State Audi-
tor Jobn L. Brown, belore the stutesen-
ate, eltting as & court of impeachment

FINE RECORD AS DISTRICT JUDGE,

In.August, 1804, he was appointed
judge of the Eighteenth judicial diatrict,
and was elected to that - position in
November, 1894, and re-elected in No-
vember, 1809, His district comprired
Joues, Cedar and Linn. counties. . He
won high coinmeéndation by his fair'and

mind always was analytical, logleal ntid
ST pdsats Lae s LT eeh, o0

m ' ‘
:cuiol principles of lul:rl hopeomblnadm
Hawillarity with atasutory law sonda
sober, clear judgment, whicli made him
nob only a lormidable adversary in legal
combat, but gave him the distinctjon of
belog one of the ablest jurinta of the
state, e b

On the 13th of June, 1%56, Judgs
Thompson married Mix« Ll arriet ], Par
sons, & doughter of Chester ind 1'hoeb
(Preston) Paranns. whoenine to Mario »
from New Enxlnnd in 1830, Mre
Thompson died = Febrinry 27, 1897
leaving one #nn, Johu M,
died In Infapey, i
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‘County Seat of-Linn Couory, and is
dlvision.headquarters on three lines ¢
‘the C,, M. & 6t. P, Ry, g
It Is located in the heart of Centrs
Eastern Iowa, the richest agricultur

taln to develop great manufacturing in-
stitutlons. - - i

It has street cars, electricl Ights, gas,

library and a public-apirited; moral
minded eitizeusnip. o3

It has & wlde-awake -Commerelal
Club, ready to ald any project which
will upbulld Murlon or the surrounding

drees C. O, Ingersoll, Se'o'y*COmmemlll

‘most healthful city in lowa. . It is the ==

reglon on the globe—a reglon destl n'qga“-_
to sustuin a dense population, and cer- |

paved streets, sewerage system, steam |
heatiog plant, ~udexéelled ~schools P
beautiful church, bulldings, free publie {o

country. For further ‘information ad-{'

111}

Club, Marlon. Towa. ;. -
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RIDCOLLECTIONS AXD SRETCHIES s

who have been thus honored: and by his masterly oration delivered at Vicksburg,
Mississippi, on the “~*Dedication of the lowa Monuments,” in 1907,

He was onzinally a Republican and supported Abraham Lincoln {0y President,
H&"f was

a delegate to the Cincinnati National Convention of [872. President of the Dem-

but later became a Liberal Republican and afhliated with the Democrats.

ocratic State Conwention 1898, and a delegate to the National Convention of thal
party dwring the same year He was a delegate to the Democratic State Conven-

tion of 1891 and mommated Horace Botes for Governor.

For a time C. [. Dewacon was a partner of Judge Hubbard, and also a membel
of the firm of Hubbard, Clark & Deacon.
of Judge Hubibard, became an able and skilful lawyer who continued in successful

M. Deacon had studied in the office

practice for many years.

Witliarn G. T hompsen was one ol the early and widely known lawyers of Linn
County. He came to and commenced practice at Marvion m 1853, from Butler
County, Pennsylv ania, where he was born n 1830, where he recened his education,
studied faw and vvas admitied 1o the bar.  His education was obtained in the com-
mon schocls and Witherspoon Institute of his native County. Bill Thompson. as he
was faminarly called, was a umque character. In many respects he had the char-
acteristics of a pioneer-—in fact, he was a ploneer lawyer  He chewed tobacco
exuburentlv and =ware with a hsp, occasionally. He was outspoken. independent.
broad. and sensitole in his views, very popular. liked by every person who became
acquaimted with kam.  He was an original and amusing character, good natured and
extremely humorous.  He had an entertaining presence, shedding a genial glow that
warmed hi- acquaintances and made {or lim hosts of friends wherever he went.  We

. , . .
early became acguainted and I always felt a sincere pleasure 1n meeting him.

These traits. combined with his |>Gr.~‘und] worth and talents. served 1n a com-
parativiely short length of time to bring him a large chentage and favorably establish
him in the public esteem.  He early became a favorite. participated in polities, and
was honcied by his people m being elected 1 1834, the next vear alter his coming
there, Proswcutimg Atterney of the County. In 1855 e was elected to the Stale
He was a leading

He was one of the viganizers of the Repub-

Senate and served in the Sixth and Seventh General Assemblies.

and intluential member af thal body.
lican Farty in the State and was elected tu its hrst State Comvention at lowa City. j

i 1856

His v a~ presgressing favorably both professionally and politicaliy when the Civil
War broke out
friends. entered the service, and was commussioned Major ol the ['wentieth lowa

Wicks, Fellow and In-

Infantry.  His subsequent carcer is thus depicted by B. 1.

structea i Leran State Univeraly, whio has conimbuted maelo Tiava Jictory

He jocked s office door and bidding adiev to his clients and : 1
|
1

Moines, lowa.
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through the Annals and other sources, in an obituary of Major homgpson, appearing
in the July, 1911, number of the " Annals of Jowa:"

Major Thompzon was wounded at Prairie Grove, Arkansas amid ra tured at
the siege of Vicksburg. He was present at the capture of Fort Arkansas Pass in
Texas and was in command or a post there estahlished. He was honorablv dis-
charged in 15864 In 1864 he was chosen as one of the presidential ~]f--=ur;s_ In
the same year he was elected Distrier Attorney tor ghe district comprising the
counties of Linn, Jones, Cedar. Johnson, lowa, Benton, and Tama. !+~ was ap-
pointed Chiel Justice of Idabho Territory in 1879 by President Ruthertford i Hayes
and in the same yvear he was elected o Congress from the Fifth lowa Oistriet to
fill the vacaney caused by the death of Rush Clarke, and was re-elected tor the nexy
regular term. In 1583 he was elected 1o the House of Represemtatives in the
Twenty-first (ieneral Assembly of lowa. during which service lie was g member
of the committee on tlie part of the House which prosecuted the impea lime
ceedings against State Auditor John L. Browu He was appointed a Judge of the
District Court for the Eighteenth Judicial Disrrict in September 1544 upd cop.
tinued until his retirement from the hench ar the c¢lose of the vear Tuon

nr pro-

Major Thompson was an able lawyer and his comtinuation on the bench for
three terms, covering a period of twelve years, n a district comprising many of the
first lawyers of the State, demonstrates the high esteem in which he was held as a
jurist.  He died at Kenwood Park, Linn County, in 1911, in the eighty-second
vear of his age. Few men have served the Siate with more efhiciency and general
usefulness.

Joseph B. Young, | became acquainted with in the winter of 1866, when we
met as fellow members of the State Senate of the Eleveath General Assembly,  He
had been a previous member of that body, having been elected thereto in 1863 and
served in the Tenth General Assembly; but during that term he was_ in 864, ap-
pointed a Paymaster in the army, serving until the close of the war.  This created
a vacancy. and in the fall of 1865 he was re-elected, <o to speak, to fll his own
vacancy. His seat was contested, but I have forgotten by whom and on what
ground the contest was based. The Senate convened on the 8th of January, 1866,
and during the contest Mr. Young was not admitted to his seat. "The centest, in
which I voted to sustain Mr. Young, was hnally decided in his faver, and he was
admitted to a seat on the 23d of the fn”owing February.

HE was a hVCIy, as ‘\'EI]
as an able member.

He was very ascible and could throw himself into a frenzy
of speech and action quicker than any man | ever saw But this was only occasion-
al. He was a man of talents, a good lawyer, an animated and forceful public
speaker.  He was a political orator in great demand during heated political cam-
He was an early, and for many years a prominent lawyer of Linn County.
His irascibility may have been attributable to his extraction, foi it is said he was of
English-German-Irish ancestry, and would fight at the drop of a hat.®* He was
born in Ene County, Pennsylvama, in 1832. His hrst paternal ancestor was John
Young, of Fngland, who received from the King a grant of land in Massachusetts,

paigns.

*Tuttle’s History of lowa,
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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 1759

Senator Stuckslager, from a special committee, submitted the
following report and moved its adoption:

Your committee appofinted to prepare suitable resolutions commemor-
atimg the life and public service of Wm. G. Thompson, submit the fol-

lowing report:

Wm. G. Thompson was born in Center Township, Butler County, Penn-
sylwan’a, January 17, 1830, and died at his home in Kenwood Park, [owa,
April 3, 1911, was the s7n of ‘Wm. T..and Jane Thompson, also natives of
the same locality. The former was born in 1790, the latter in 1796. Mr.
Thempson's paternal grandparents were natives of Scotland as were also
his maternal grandparemts.

Judge Thompson's primary education was obtained in the common
schools near his boyhood bome and when not in the school room he as-
sisted in the work cn the farm. At the age of ninetcen he attended the
Witherspoon Institute at Butler, Penn, going home to work on the farm
during the harvest season. He next read law at that place and was ad-
mitted to the Bar October 15, 1853. Hon. Daniel Agnew, afterwards Chief

Justice of the United States, presided at the examination.
On the 27th of November, 1552, Judgze Thompson came to Marion, Towa,

traweling as far west as his money would carry him. Marion, at that
time, was a new town amd larger than Cedar Rapids. Here he was first
engaged in the practice of his profession in partnership with Col. Isaac
M. Preston under the firmm name of Preston and Thompson.

Judge Thompson's first dollar in his chosen profession was earned
about two weeks after he located in Marion. It was the tr'al of a suit be-
fore a Justice of the Peace. Those who listened to the trial recognized his
ability and from that tinme on his success was assured. He won consider-
able renown in the practice of criminal law, having defended in twelve
murder cases and losing but two. In August, 1854, Mr. Thofnpson was
elected prosecuting attormey and held that position for two years.

He was elected to the State Senate on the republican ticket in 1856
for a full term, which proved a very important year in framing the laws
of the state that still exist, Mr. Thompson being a member of the Judic-
jary Committee. ' B

On leaving the Senate Judge Thompson was engaged in the practice of
law in Linn County until 1862, when he helped to raise the Tientieth
Towa Regiment for the Civil War cons'sting of five companies from Linn
and five from Scoit Counties, and he went to the front as Major, but the
Colonel, being a regular army officer, was detailed for Brigade Commander,
and the Lieutenant Colomel being taken prisoner the Judge was left in
command of the regiment for some time. He was in the service in Mis-
souri, Arkansas, Louisiama, Texas, and Alabama, and was commander of
the Post.at Arkansas Pass for eight months. He was in the siege of Vicks-
burg, and at the battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, was severely wounded.
After being wounded he resigned his commission and returned home in
the fall of 1864. g

During the presidentiml campaign of that year he stﬁmped the state
for Abraham Lincoln and was elected one of the electors at large. He took
great pride in the fact that he was able to cast his ballot at that time

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical 3
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for the martyred president. Soon after this Judge Thompsem was ele'cted

District Attorney for seven counties of Iowa, to-wit: Linn, Jones, Cedar,

Johnson, Iowa, Benton and Tama, and after creditably fillimg that office

for six years he was tendered the renomination without oppositiom but

refused it. Without his knowledge or solicitation he was then appoiffted

i Chief Justice of Idaho by President Hayes, and held that responsible
! position for one term resigﬁing in 1879, when he returned to Mlarion. That
| fall he was elccted to Congress and took his seat im December. He was
| a member of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, whieh requiired
much work, having twenty-two contested cases.

He was reelected and
served in all four years.

For party reasons he was in 1883 pesrsuaded to
accept the nomination for representative to the state legislature and he-
ing elected was chosen Chairman of the Committee to reorgganize the
courts of the state, which business he successfully accomplished.

In August, 1894, he was appuinteld judge of the Eighteenth Judficial Dis-
trict and was elected to that position in November 18’@4 and re-eflected im
November, 1898 and 1902. His district comprised Jones, Cedar, aand Linm

Counties. He won high commendation for his fair and impartiall admin-
istration of justice.

| His mind was always analytical, logical and inductive, with a thworough
| and comprehensive knowledge of the fundamental prineiples of the law,
l he combined a familiarity with statutary laws and a sober, clear judg-
ment which made him not only a formidable adversary fm a legal eombat
but gave him the distinction of being one of the ablest jurists of the state.

In the death of Judge Thompson, lowa has lost one of its noblesit citi-
zens, beloved by all who knew him. But few men in Iowa were thetter
and more favorably known, and it is a universal expressiom that the Btats
of lowa has suffered a great loss in his death.

In honor of his memory it is therefore.

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered in the Jourmal of the Bén:
ate and that the Secretary of the Senate be instructed te mail an en-

grossed copy of the same to the surviving members of the family of the
decedent.

WiLLARD C. STUCKSLAGER,

A, L. AMmEs, -

H. R. CHAPMAN,
Committiee.

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. _

Senator Fitchpatrick, from a- speeial corﬁmittee, submitted the
following report and moved its adoption:

To the President of the Senate: Your Special Committee to’ prepare
resolutions upon the character and public services of the late Senator
Ericson, beg leave to report as follows:

Charles Johm Alfred Ericson was born in Sodra" Vi Parish, Sweden,
March 8, 1840. The family emigrated to America in 1852, settifing on a
farm in Rock Island County, Illinois, where Chailes worked on the f:j.rm.

grety, Ues Moines, lowa.
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forty dollars, but under the steady and persistent
growth of business his emoluments increased also,
and during the last year of his active partnership
his share of the proceeds amounted to over fifty
thousand dollars.

In 1873 his health gave way under a nervous at-
tack, and relaxation and change being necessary for
his restoration, he made a visit to Europe in that
year with his family, and remained two and a half
years absent, visiting the principal cities in that
part of the globe. Since his return he has engaged
in banking operations in connection with the Daven-
port National Bank, of which he is an officer and
large stockholder.

Mr. Smith is still in the prime of life, a most
amiable and accomplished gentleman, courteous,

THE UNITED STATES BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.

benevolent and modest. As a financier, he has few
superiors, while all his transactions are govermed by
probity and wisdom.

He has been a member of the Baptist church
since his fifteenth year, and is one of the most suc-
cessful workers and generous contributors in its
ranks.

Ln politics, he has always been republican.

On the t7th of August, 1863, he married Miss
Mary, daughter of the Rev. Julius A. Reed, of Daven-
port, lowa, a graduate of Yale College, who came
west in 1831, and who for nearly twenty-five years
has been connected with the Congregational Home
Mission Cause in Iowa. They havea child, a daugh-
ter named Anna Reed Smith, born on the z5th of
September, 1870.

HON. WILLIAM G. THOMPSON,
VARION.

UR recollections of William GGeorge Thompson,

of Linn county, lowa, extend back nearly
twenty years, when he had opened a law office at
Marion, the county seat. It required but a short
acquaintance to discover his brilliancy, and the other
elements likely to lead to success i his profession
to eminence in the judicial district. His career
has not disappointed the expectation of his friends.
Wilham G. Thompson is a native of Pennsylva-
nia, and was born in Butler county, on the 17th of
January, 1830. His parents, William . and Jane

McClandess Thompson, were of Highland-Scotch

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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descent. His father was a farmer, and young
William spent the first eighteen years of his life at
home aiding in tilling the soil during the summers
and attending a district school two miles away dur-
ing the winters.
edge, and made the best progress possible under
the circumstances. When about nineteen he went
to Witherspoon College, in Butler county, and spent
two years there, pursuing suth studies as he thought
would be of most service to him, he having the
legal profession in view, In 1851 he entered the
law office of William Timblin, of Butler, and was
admitted to the bar on the 15th of October, 1853,
being examined by Hon. Daniel Agnew, now of the
supreme bench of Pennsylvania.

With an independent spirit, and full of ambition,
Mr. Thompson struck out for himself with more

He had a strong desire for knowl- .

enthusiasm in his heart than money in his pocket.
On the 27th of November, the month following his
examination, he started for lowa, and pitched his
tent in Marion, one of the most lovely rural towns
in the state.  He opened an office without delay,
and had a good practice almost from the start, and
for twenty years has been one of the leadimg law-
yers at the Linn county bar.

In 1855 and 1856 he edited the Linn county
“ Register,” displaying good abilities as a writer.

In Auguost, 1862, he went into the anny as major
ol the zoth regiment of Jowa Infantry ; was in the
service two years, and had command of the regi-
ment no inconsiderable part of the time.  In the
hattle of Praivie Grove, Arkansas,-on the 7th of
December, 1862, Major Thompson was severely
wounded, but soon recovered, and in six weeks was
again in the service. He was at the siege off Vicks-
burgh; in all the Missouri and Arkansas campaign ;
then in Texas, where he had command at Aransas
Pass for eight months. TFew officers in lowa regi-
ments had more dash, bravery and coolness than
Major Thompson. He was held in the warmest
esteem by the heroic zoth.

Major Thompson has been the recipiemt of re-
peated honors at the hands of the people, and has
been proffered more offices than he would accept.
In 1854 he was elected prosecuting attorney, serving
two years. He was member of the state senate in

.
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1855 and 1856, and though the youngest member
ever in that body, he was very active, advocating
important measures with a good deal of logical
force, and receiving the wanmest congratulations of
fellow-members of the senate and of his constituents,
For eight years, up to January, 1875, Major Thomp-
son was district attorney for the eighth judicial dis-
trict, and so popular that he was urged by both
political parties to stand for another renomination,
but peremptorily declined.

Major Thompson is a Knight Templar in the Ma-
sonic order, also an Odd-Fellow.

He has the ancestral regard for the Presbyterian
faith, and attends that church.

He has always been an eammest advocate of the
principles of the republican party, and is ‘one of the

ablest stump speakers in central lowa. In 1864 he
was one of the electors at large, and did very effect-
ive work during the canvass,

On the 12th of June, 1856, he married Miss Har-
riet J. Parsons, of Marion, previously of Syracuse,
New York. ‘I'hey have one child.

With no friends and not much money, Major

Thompson opened an office in Marion twenty-three -

years ago. He made friends rapidly, and money at
first with moderate speed; both he has continued
to accumulate. He has long had a host of friends,
and a competency. He is a generous-hearted man,
ready to help the needy, and does not believe in
anybody's living wholly for himself. ‘T'he major is
known all over the state, is a pet of the legal fra-
ternity, and much respected by all classes.

HON., LORING WHEELER,
DE WITT. :

ORING WHEELER, son of Jonas and Sarah
Boynton \Whecler, was born on the 16th of
July, 1799, the place of his nativity being West-
moreland, Cheshire county, New Hampshire, His
grandfather, John Wheeler, fought for American in-
dependence, beginning on the 17th of June, 1775,
and spending his fortune in that grand struggle.
His father, Jonas Wheeler, was a farmer, and Loring
followed that occupation at home until about 1816,
after which date he spent two years at an academy
in Chesterfield, making good use of the precious
opportunity ; then returning to Westmoreland  he
became a clerk in a store.

On the ztst of April, 1821, with three other en-
terprising young men, Mr. Wheeler started for the
west in a two-horse buggy, going by the way of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. There they purchased a
flat-boat, took their team down the Ohio river as
far as Shawneetown, Illinois, at which place they
disposed of the boat, and struck across the country
to Alton, Illinois, where they had friends.

Mr. Wheeler soon went to Green county, Illinois,
whence, after clerking two years, he repaired to
Exeter, Morgan county, and worked for Colonel
Enoch C. Marsh, an extensive trader and flour man-
ufacturer, While thus employed he was often sent
to New Orleans with various kinds of stock and
provisions, he acting at different times in almost
every official capacity on the boat, including the

positions of mate and captain. A writer in the
Clinton county “Advertiser” states that Mr, Wheel-
er's was the first flat-boat that ran out of the Illi-
nois, and that he saw the first steamboat that ever
ascended that river,

Interested in the reports of lead at Galena, Illi-
nois, in 1827 he went there, and mined until 1834,
when he crossed the Mississippi river to Dubuque.
On the 26th of December of that year he was com-
missioned chiefl justice of the county court for Du-
bugue county, which was then in Michigan territory,
and embraced the northern hall of what is now the
State of lowa. After holding one term of the court
he resigned. He sold goods two years in Dubuque
in company with Hiram Loomis, and in the sum-
mer of 1836 came to Round Grove, near where De
Witt now stands, made a claim on the 4th of July,
and there, with his brother-in-law, Alva G. Harrison,
erected a cabin, and then returned to Dubuque.
The next winter he was a member of the legislature
of Wisconsin territory, toswhich Iowa then belonged,
the session being held at Belmont, on the east side
of the river, near Dubuque, and was also a member
of the next legislature, which met at Burlington, on
the west side of the river. In the spring of 1841
he settled on his farm at Round Grove, and in the
autumn of that year was appointed clerk of the
court for the new county of Clinton, holding that
office during the territorial history of Iowa. In 1846

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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William G. Thompson

Birth: Jan. 17, 1830
Butler

Butler County
Pennsylvania, USA
Apr. 2, 1911
Marion

Linn County

Iowa, USA

Death:

US Congressman. From 1854 to 1856, he was
the prosecuting attorney of Linn County, Iowa
and member of the State Senate, 1856 to
1860. During the Civil War he served as a
Major in the 20th Regiment, Iowa Volunteer
Infantry. Afterwards he was appointed chief
justice of the Territory of Idaho and served
until his resignation in 1879. That same year
he was elected as a Republican to the Forty-
sixth Congress to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of Rush Clark. He was reelected to
the Forty-seventh Congress and served until
1883. Declining to be a candidate for
renomination, he was a member of the State
house of representatives, 1885 to 1887 and
judge of the eighteenth judicial district of
Iowa, 1894 to 1906. His brother was
Congressman John McCandless Thompson of
Towa. (bio by: John "J-Cat” Griffith)

Family links:

Burial:

Oak Shade Cemetery
Marion

Linn County

Iowa, USA

Maintained by: Find A Grave
Record added: May 16, 2007
Find A Grave Memorial# 19395898
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2 possible matches found on Ancestry.com

Father: William Humes THOMPSON b: 1 Dec 1796 in Alleghany
Co., PA
Mother: Jane C. MCCANDLESS b: 1796

Sources:

1. Media: Book
Abbrev: Butler County PA
Title: History of Butler County Pennsylvania, 1895
Publication: History of Butler Co., PA
R. C. Brown Co., Publishers, 1895
Repository:
Name: n/a
2. Media: On-line family tree
Abbrev: Extended Family Tree
Title: Extended Family Tree
Author: Jennifer Davidson
Publication: 10 Oct 2004
Ancestry.com. [database online]. Provo, UT: MyFamily.com,
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Return to William George Thompson

Compare With People From YD[_JF?HFTTHY Tree

| SolaNThompen William George Thompson William Humes
Thompson
B: 17 JAN 1830 in Butler County, PA 5y
D: 2 APR 1011 in Kenwood Park, 1A
Jane Jennie C.
McCandless
H J Thompson 5:40 1830 0 e Lol ol s
1860 United States Federal Census
Name:  William G Thompson
Agein 1860; 28
Birth Year: abt1832
Birthplace:  Pennsylvania
Homie in 1860:  Marion, Linn, lowa
Gender:  Male
Post Office: Marion
Value af real  View image
estate:
Household Name Age
Members:  ywitliam G Thompson 28
H J Thompson 24
Clark Akers 17
Isabel Milner 17
Source (Cllation: Year: i800: Censts Place: Marion, Linn, lowee: Roll Mez3 9920 Page: 31—
Image: 2= Family Histore Librany Film: o2
Source Informalion:
\ires v 1860 L'nited Stares Federal © & [database an-line). Prove, UT, USA
14 oo, [m rodieed by FamilySearch. Ociginagl datas 1860
Te. NARA mictufilm pubilication M633. 1438 mlls, Washingion
ards Administration, nd
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Save this person to your tree
Comment on this

William George Thompson
Ewrtn 17 JAN 1830 in Butier County, PA
Ceatn 2 APR 1911 in Kenwood Park, 1A

Show immediate family More optons

Overview Facts and Sources  Media Galiery Comments Member Connect

Media Gallery Family Members
No photos, stones, audio or videe have been added vet Parents
Timeling | View details ) William Humes Thompson
1757 - 1884
— Birth
amn, Pl County, PA Jane Jennie C. McCandless
1198 - 1868

Residence
1860 Marion, Lino, Towa 1 source citabon

SWOw uDngs
Age: 30
‘ Spouse & Children
88 Residence
1985 Frankiin, Fremont, 1A 1 suroe ot H J Thompson
Age: 55 1836 -
- Residence
1 source cdaton
Rapids, Linn, lowa John M Thompson
Age: 70 1575 -
- Death
it Kemwood Park, 1A 1 source ctation
Age: 83 Family group sheet
Burial
— ' Historital Records
Bikhae ki B 1 sburce cltation sto:
1860 United States Federal Census
Occupation
Teacher, Lawyer, Congressman, Judge 1900 United States Federal Census
ChEe lowa State Census 1885

o commeants have been added yel.

Add a comment View source citations (5)
Web Links
There are na weblinks avadabie for (s parsan,

Search the web for William George Thompson
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