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l.IUCAQO TRAINS • 

Lea.ve Ma.rlon Arl C 
No!. dally 7 3:i :.1w 

No ~ da.ily 3 5:! pa. 
No ol d a.lly:! 1:! a.a. 

I• 

~.., 111 G Ill ,un <l.t Suo Lo!Sa\ ·:.n 

~" ttl :t 5!\ prn d:lily 
"kt>re Cbica)(o 

~ •> I olaily ~ tiQ pro 
No 'J daily 10 to) pm 

Arrtl <: 
t 

Nu 31 da.ily (from Saranoab ) I. 
No 11 1 :10 ptn ex Sun 

,\~t••rOc:olot!l'llt will ho•unlnwfnl Thcr""a•a \'t\r·y brl,'<.' atu.lmlno.ce •<:<~lllll}' twirl J f;H:! , wlu•nlm h~l,••d o Null(l'();,pm daily 
o.J . ,. !tar•' :r " 1'1!1111111111 elrluldu:.: t:up" ;,- :\L tho fnr .. ~l'l\1 .;"r·vkc~ uf ~he IaLII ; roh41' \ho• 'l'w•·n~lo•lh I IIWI\ re•l(illluU \ f, f O!IIIIBA TRAINS.' 

·:t ,. , ,. p:rr·k . puhlic· 1ouilelin~-:. rac·tury, .lmll,'o \\'ru. (i 'I hnmJ»On, \Vt·tl nl'stlny lht•l'il'il wnr, I'Oio~h•tillll o l !!I'll com Leavo Marion Arrive O t 
.,. e,. .• •···r. ~:t:h1111l. r:lilro:o• l J<lnliou tl'' a !Lcrnoun. O ld tion•r !l'lt;r.el~ frvu1 pnniPfC lrn111 Linn nne! lin• lro111 flr.nt t No I dally 12 [JQ atn 
.J •·IT:' h o:ns(' In :-;e•\\' Ynrl< o· ity . IJ\'t•ry par·t uf Lhn CUIIOL)' wrro Lhcro. ~ountlr~e 111111 he• \1'1•111 Ill lhU lronL R• Nc 3 u&\1¥ 6 00 lUll 

,, ,., .r,Ji<'l or $10,000 ,);uroa);l'>~ was Many ciLizo!ns of ~.lar·lun nllll Cctln l' mnj .. r bn~ II"' t•olol ... l, lu•lnll•l r"~tnlnr No :17 d~lly 3 00 pm 
" ' ·, ·,·:orde·cf lo f' l'l'e'i l·:ol 1 .. tta rtll'll, who H:lpitl~. 'l'loo rtlli).(iuu~ 1\CI'Vir:r>H were urn,, nlllt·•·r, Willi dl'~llill'll lnr hi'IJln tl~ ~o II 11 60 pm 

ol•··l \\'illinror 1'. fftiOJ•~ in :-<<lw York cooduc~rel hy. ttol'. :'ltr·. l•:nsl l(tl, pas ~or lcomtnan rlur, nntl the ~~~~~t>llnll~·rOitH>•I T.,eavc Otnnh~ 
~. ' ~···1' 1'1 ~ r •I' Uli('lll\1111;~ lhC' :lftt•C:Lions or of thtl ~ l :u· iun l'r·c~ h,I'Lc rlnu chu r·ch, ue}njl tnhu p~i~t>D~~. lira ~1tt1j(e• 11'1\lllelt No2da.ily II 4:1 pro 
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am 

1 ',J,;. •:••rtrncf,• t!. ll <o~-ri~-:an, l,h~rtr~ ?ost, u! whic h Lhc ''occnsed was 11 tlnr o. lla~oHV ~t· rvi t·tl in .\li"~"u ri, :\rkoro. Noa •la.ily GOO p m 2 
. : .,' 1' ····:· •·. oft!, !ti""f' or .lo.mt:!l .1. 11111. !ll"COthct·, j(a\l)l.hl'ir· imprf'S'!ivo ritual- ~n~. r. .. ui•hl nn, '1\·xn ... Hncl Alnhl\1111\, No 18 7 12 am ~ 

3 

· , o·· "''~ ·o:l'tl ll <1 1\'•l re•n f rom \\'iW:\111 1-;tiC~('I'\' iCc·. 1\ mnJo q\1:\I'LOL Ctllli ))U~· nno) \\'IIH t'llllliiii\ Uolo•r of Llll' (II>Ht ol t A< · K ANSAS orTY TRAINS • 

. : .t 1 ! .. r rl o::m, J•r"'ll clr·n • "~ th o ~1.1 1·1 !1 · ctl u r D. r.:. \'oris, J .. J. JlnoLh, A. D. kr111~u• 1' .. ~~. T··~~~~. fur ··i~:loL nwnth" Leavo Marton 
· " "· · ·•·:; !t·ro :111•\ J·'•u•l ""!'1!•:0!'1' . a• f l. lll-h:·t.qe,n a mi \Von. S l! l.tcm furnisctl ap- He WH• in Lhe •i••~ote nf \'io·k-hanz. ouotl "' No 103 ex Sun 6 J6am 

Arr K• 
~ 

~ 
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~ 

io 

:•:.,r: . ~! : r • n pr•) !JI'i::r.e: or.usic. T he pnll l>cut·ors :.Ill' I11Htlo of l'miriP !iron•, Ark1111~ntl. No 9 &lC Suo 9 38pm 
.\ .. •il·•· , , . ,lttt~ililln '" rl'>i ,ion nf !h,.., w,,·e, \\'c.o . Deuni~, Charles Sutli!T, wn~ •P\'I'rl'l.~ wonmd,•tl. Lea.vo Kao City 

·r,.;;: , .. ,,~ lllldl're:o!'l'll hy !Ill' ••frl•···rs Clo:.rlcs Cr•liUIIoOD, \V. T . . Jackson , Lc- JlpJjp,·iug tho \\'llr \\'II~ llh•lltt 0\'C r 1!11 No 108 Olt Suo 9 o;1 ~Ill 
· ·f tlr r· :\:tl innal \\'()()} Cro\\'e!rR' :l~S•>· roy Cnno•c.ly nnol I 'ci'CY Go·illln, 1111 111('111 r<'~i,~urt1 hi~ I'CII\IIIIi~• ielll <IIIII rt•fltrll•:l No 10 ei: Sun 5 55 pin 

: ·. •:•.11 afl cr· a con!e>rctH'" at ~nlt tlt-'f'tl of the :'ll:ll'iun Sun~ uf \' otcr·an~ h<>r11u in tho• f11ll of P·m:J. l>uri11~ tho• 
: .;•1 •,. (' ''Y 011 l hl' lll l' iff ~~tua t lon a s II GtiiiiJI. Tile lnf:ll)ht· l'~ of the Linn I f_l rt•H i.le•nt ill l . e•rllll }llli!' ll u r LhtiL .)'~1\ r llll 
. r• •• ,.,,, '"""!. CouuLy liar ,\o,~oci:\linn w<\t'C ncnl'ly llll~~torrnp••<l th" ~<tn te•lur .\hrah11m L inrnln. 

::• .• ,,.,, ~l11xfranM :111ol two 1\nrcrl· Jli'C~''"'• :t lnq,rf· <h!IC)!:t tiun , :tl~u •>f t lo<• u ud II'OIH ~•,.•·Lo•d oo"' of tho o•lel!LO r~ nt 
,· '''• · •·:•·r<' 1:\lll·n lulu <·w:lcHiy al Cl'.tno· t(:qoieh; Gran•l r\rmy P\l~L antl i11r~:o•, li t• t nok prith• in tlwlnl'l I hilL loP 

:""'l"r><uor Tci'x .. <·harf;l'•l with s!'llin~ ru:1ny Otld "'P.Itvws. The ol!'ctrlc rail- w.,~ 1\ltlo• Lc> <'""t loi~ hnllot. 1\L ~hfl~ t imP 
. 11 r0 co t n rnilitnry •:xtot•olil ic•n :~~:a in:<! way c.ornp:u1y !m·n i"hetl ••xLr·n. cu•·~ a nti f.,r Llu• runrt)'rl'll pr•·•illo· n~. l'non n lt.·r 
\ lt· ,i•·ll. In th•faroll " ' $1,11110 hnnol'< Supl. ;'\lnr·tin r:\' :\1101 i:ll\'0 thtl St:r·dcc t hlot.lool~:r 'l'hueup;un "'"" ··lr~: ~Pd <liH · 

•wA!'''' or the nrcu wrt·e lmJn·bonr•d h i>:1 pcr"vnniiiLLention. Jn Lhe c.lco1th of trit:L 1\Ltoro~,v fur"''''''" conroLiuA o r lown 
· •tr net Hlo. l\lnjut• 'J'homp~on Linn collnt.y anti tllo -l.lnn • .Tum••. l'·•tl rH , .lnhn,on, Iowa. 

T !oo Ilonolurn.s l'\ntionnl rnllroal!. u r stnto loses one or thcit·l.,nrling and best · lloOLon anti Trunn-nnc\ after crac\l ~u loly 

h T.. H. F'nlrhnlll(~ Of ~lans0<'1<1 , ciLil.cns. lllllog tl111 ~ olltce lor HIX Yl'l\r8 he Wllft 

.•rnthcr r1 f rnruol'r \'k<'·l'r<'sitll•ht t QndHPd t·lrc r<•nnmioorH iou wi I lrnu t op· 
'·'H!rhltnks. 1 ~ pri'Rftlrnt nuel t·hlr•f pro· 1'1"" 11·"'ll l!'.\l .. poHitlno , but N!IUHe•d 1 ~. 
"H>tror. IV:IS tolaC<!Il \n thr> hanols or :'1 \l'illhrll li CO rl-(" ' J'UOIIIJ)tiOll WI\~ bor n AI'I'(II!<TJo:ll CIIIEI' .l l':<Tro ·•:. 

ST. PAUL VlA CA LMAR TIUI!-o 

Leave Marton Arrive S1 
No:!~ G 5 ·1 ~<m er. Suntlsy 6 

I"'ca'l'e s~ P a ul .\ rril·e M~ 
~o :!1 !l :10 t.m 7 

F'Aitt.EY t.!Nl!: • 

Leave ~-Itt riot. A rri.-e Fa 
Nc ~4 5 :!i p lll u Sun 8 

Leave Fnl'ley Arrive !lfn 
No 2:1. S.JO ;, rn Oll Sun 10 
MARION A"D Ct::O AR RA I'IOS Tn, 

( !J.l : l.' J·:~copt S•Jnday.) 
Len, ·IJ ~!:"""" .\r. t ' .~tl. l~s.r 
!'10 !Q( I . :.; :\I~ 01:: 

L f ('of'P.!\•Ar. nc·r,nr<ljnP lo !nrorrn:olinn 1'1'·1 io'l 1'••11\rP. .tll \\'IJI<hlp_, IJ't'l ~le r e•OJIIII.,V, 
' " ) \\'iLhout hh• kuuwlf•cl)!'t' oc· ,..ulic-ilnt..i •n Nt.l :!.:: lt 1 • •• 1 :' 111 ,.,.!vc"el frn 111 •rnojiJJc), llnr111uras . I ••n •·•.vh·t\1111\, ,J,. u. I t, IH:Je, nne! Wt\ 01 11 Ill 

he WRt4 \. lu•u n J•IH•int•·t) t•hit·( jllf'llit' t.-. of ~ew lc·.dn n,..ur 1\•lllliral C'hnrlr!l Jo:. \oCf,..,.lllll •l . """ Col \\'on. II. anel .lnnu (~l c('llndi!'P•) 
:"OW In C'llllllll:\1111 o r tlo Sl'e' IOIIII •li · 'l'lrorn t•''""· "'"" l)ll li\'e•ll of thrll ICII~ IIIi ~.l' , ltlllllll loy 1'····-iol··nlll•o .\ 'o•~. """ "··1.1 I hilL Nu :t~ ol:c ily 1.: :t,lp.u l' l: tb•l,l' ·~. 
\'i !-' IC'II nr lhf' Atlnntlr. flrf'l. h:t~ ,.,.,~n 'J'Iw r.,., .... r \\' 1\ .. bnrll nhout, li!lO. thn r··~puu ... ihlt• }JIIt4iltll0 (, •r nw• l.t•rut. rt"- Nl) ~.)·I I :l j'lll I : 

ln1 t.•r nlt•HI L 1 i!•r. . ~J r. 'l' lu_HII(h4011 ·1'1 ~i~-tniua.{ in 1 Si!t, wll,•o l11• rl·t Urth'd Lo ~ll :!1 '; ~ ·, p 1n ~ () 
,. •!•·•nltNI tu r"prrs!'nf t11ro nan· at. ll11• ' ' · •· 
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· "N ~;io~~·~t ; wbl~b i:~·ii~·;;,;b~~;;~-~~; · r.r~~;;;~,:~: 
II'· J.'uncrn 1, : !11.. brother 9r rnrmor Vlco·'Prealdent 
I lu thll r4" I T,ll lrbl\nkl, II )ltUident """ ~hlvf JlNI' 
,u I ell VI! the mntar, Will plaoott In •the hftnde or 1\ 

1 r~l'&lver, acaordln~ to lnfonnntlon rll· 
• . I'OITOd from Trujillo, 1fonchlt,l\ll. 

• R. ~. nrc t~ . naar Aclmlr4l Clulrlet E. Vhelanc1, 
tl1•• «ucco8• MW In commrmct or "th 11nconct I'll· 

1r, II! nt!t vl~lon ot tho Atlantlo n~~t~t, 11111 '11oen 
\ ,.. tmlr lflllallod to roro~Mtnt thn nrwy nL tho 

iOO.. A 'more . ~oronatlon or '"' OCIOI'&:tl v. Mmlrlll 
'11-'~~~- . Pt,;;;,·~~tl~~.,tl!~·~fWb'~~~~r~ ll•• ; . k'H«d •M:f ~y·'~oycJ ICunty, 

. . · : Ky., whleb has" been Investigating 
•as City,. this: rote aelllnr. h~ '!'&turned 210 lndlet-
SI\muel D. ; ~onts, 11114 that ·many more true "billa 
\V~lF known i wiiJ be found against voters b&rore 
:Th\li~·a·a:y, f.tbe ''fn'qul~ · ls concluded. This ·Is "" 
>f .{,-h'icb he I Increase ot about . 100 · Indictments 
·e charg-e of i over the last report. 

't' .. I Nrl lUg' It l SI .. · ---
,funeral win·l IN NEW YORK . . 

He , will be I 
!metery. • 

The American Economist says·: . 
New York 18 In a. pe·cullar sense a 

self-centered, self-absorbed. nnd self." 
~~~[,!:l()t~ sulflclent eltf. In the ' mtnds or most 
. . v New .Yorkers the boundaries ·or Man-
~ayor,-· ~em- hattnn leland, together with a part or 

of Marion, Long Island and some territory In 
• •· · . 1 the Bro.nx; are the ·boundaries or the 

: · carefully whole country. Once In every four 
ats of . yol.lr years they are te~·porarlly. reminded 
e pailt fo\Jr lby ·.the el_ectlon returna of th.at. fae.t' 
' " \ fl r.•~r' tbat enmvbody hoalclu tbem•oiVIIB 
:~urately re- 111'81 Alld llooe tbln•• ,In th! Unl to1t 

.. h . " d ·Etatea. But. they eoon forget . It and 
nee on all go right on thinking that the sun 
r Mqrch 3,1, rlsea and· seta ln . New York alon·e. 
:h you w tll Ne~ jYorkers tblnk they make money. 
• hi!< report They don'L They get money. ·. A late 
a r· ' nnds ul'Nicfaat, two· or threo hours at busl-
a \ •t:- ... rified ness, a downtown lunch,. an afternoon 
om th.:"Cdun- whirl In the 'automobile, a 7 o'clock 
•Unty Tr<:afl- rUnner, an. e,-enlng at' the op.era · then 

a· late· supper, late to bed, o.~otlier 
uchere can- l~te breakrasl.: · and so on. Such Is 

t '"·' ' J'\ "'~'~' York's conception ot the ltleal 
·s '"""upons • • • 1 r-.:lstouce. Tho rost ot the ·country 
t e~ceptmg I e'{l!tt~ only w.hen the goods go.out nn.l 
for 1utcrest I th~ checks come ln. 

re' stamped . The New York mrlllonn.lre I~ firmly 
funds. and 1 cc:1vlnced that·. cheaper todd nrtlclc~ 

ancellctl. I a•·e the exigent necessity ot the da)'. 
Rulik)e, .I P(l ~:~endP $50 : for a dhiner ·ror four. 
;count:tnt. I HP -nould )lay ~be. aamo )lr!ces tr tt1e 

, tn•·m~r ga\'O.hls:stutr a-n•ny ror nothing. 
··---- .__..... ___ _ 

n~ :\l ". ror I~ I IOWA NEWS. 
wn. _ev•: r had. ! Alll<:.~ nnd Grinnell will d ebate th:! 
,._s;1a :>~ r bn~l- I ('~ nn~t:m r<''!lproelty question. 
blk:u._ or th<: ; '.\'flii.:;J,m numa, Town F alls, IR ·hnn:: 

-He · klwws 1 lr ~: for ;,1, "·lfe who has been mlas-
:h!l.t b right I !n1: for tan ·da )•s. • · 
lh;C' I t(:orc b.e C. :\£. Clark marketed rorty-two 
so· e :~l:t'd 11rl· hea•l or bogs at ·Elliot tthat welghol\ 
ders r.l:\Y <>e 4otC 1 -~. pounds apiece. ' : 
.copy an <·!II· A .nr-w Rmokestack on tho el~ctrlc 

he <lth as roJ- ll r,ht plllnt at _Crf'a~on wl.ll .be orectcti 
~<.on . ~"ORIIn~t Sli.OOO. 

v hn<l ),,..,;, 1 f.'l r l" !II :l·fnrcul! cn1~eet1 -a los.s of 
lll~ur·u -:-wlth- ; $:.r..ooo hut Chorokeo sent' nremen 
en thE' know. i nruJ prE-vented tho . entire destru'ctlon 
loe , ,. •.,rs· ot i o f tho town. · 
t : fnblr I Nortli•Wcatern raiirond Ia ·plannln" 
den ..... •~d . tt'l to spo~1d '$30~,000 ·. tn ' "1inprovlng . th; 
lay, _tt: ·~ · . poo·: n·u~blno · ·· tho .. road· at · ·MI~-
:manJ~ . its ; ~our! . · . . . · ' 

·":.. . 

v ... .,v av1no1• VWY V f VU"I' IV ... UIUIJ .. 11\,lt ~IV"f¥ 

ol~l~ena. . . 

fiiOU UAI'IIIOA f,, 

. , . ,. .. , .. ._ .... -"·- ---~·- --· ..,,_, __ , 
01110, ~~~~~r oltlet ' for •l:c 1••r• b• wae 
lt11dertd tbo l'flnorolua~loll wlthou~ op· 
~Ilion, but rtfoaad 1~. 

Wllll'lm CJoQrgo 'l'llomp~~on wM l.IQPQ 
In Cuutrt'l t~wu~hlp, .. uu''l~r . cnuuty, .4..Vi'UIIi'l'~ll uuuw ICN'I'Im~. 
l'ottrJ"ylvnnla, JDn. 11., 18UO, 4nd WM A Wltlwut t.la knowl~d~te or aullclt&tbn 
wo11 or Wm. fl. tsnd Jooo (MoCtsndtou) h• wa" •hltu "flf!olnt<-d uiJJ.,r 'J u•\lre or 
1'11omp~on, nl~o QA'I~•~ ol, ~h•~ looollt7• fd~iVo ,llY l'l't'•ld"n~ II•IYil~. &ud lu!ld tba~ 
Tbl! Iormor "'"" l.loro 6\loua 1100, tllo rupoo•l l.ol~ t" ••ltloll fur oor, ...,,m, ,., 
luLW nbonl 11116. &rr. Thor11 r1~011 •1 ~lf(nhuc lu I H7D, whuu 1111 rw~uru11d ~J 
pntornul ~trontl!ltmo~o~~,' John and Mttr• Ah"lon. 'rhr1t '"" h~ WAll llii!Qt.t.d .WI 

' cODitt~~• tllld. lol)uk hi" ~~~~~~In 011Cfmber, 
or ftl~~~l:~'W,~:a&~~i~~t!r: ff~ W.KA it Hiiill~t M t?rl . liiiiHIHf~ m prlY1!8~ and ifec~foo11, which requlred 
~- '(Bmythe).McQandleee, who on coming 
to America !~a~ · whbln \wo mllee of 
where Mr •. Thomp11on's parent.. •pent 
their lives. 'l'be grtUJdfatberli bol b 
bought land and made for \bemeeiYae 
bome11. In tellglooa fal\h tbey were 
e.&rong Preabyierlllne. John Thompeoo· 
hved ~o be oinety-eil(ht yoare of age, hie 
death occurrlog io 1840. 'fhe lather 
'Yilliam H. Thomp8o·n, ... vae a farmer b; 
occup"llon. ne, \oo, was a little\ l'ral. 
bytl!rian, and In politics wae ftra\ a 
Wbtg· and later a republican. lle died 
In 1865, his wile. lo 1860, honored · a·od 
respected by all who know them. 
· Jodge Thompson's primary education 
was' . ob\nlned In the. common echoole 
near.his boyhood · b~rne. and when noi. 
In \be school room he aaeieted to t he 
work of llie farm. · A\ 19 lie · atten

1ded 
the .y.'ltberapoon Inati&nte 'at Bu&ler, 
Peoo,ylvaola, ~tolog bome to worlc dor­
hiR banHt, 1-l•n•st I'C!ad 'h•w 'at \bali 
place wltb Wllll"m Tlmblla .and wu·aa. 
mltted to ·the bar oct.Obe~ 15 185 . 
Hoo. Donler Agnew, afterward· chief 
justice of tbe United S~tes, ··prMided at 
\be examinat19n. . · · · 

mocb work, havlor( tweoLy.\wo eoo­
"'-ted:•cuea. ··He waa rHiected aod 
'"'"~ In a ll four yer~r-. i'or parLy 
reaaooe hu "'~" th~n pnreu •~ded 1.o ac­
cept the no1olnatloo ·ro r r~prertl'o,atlr .. 
to tbe eta to legl~laturu. wnd being 
waa cboeen chairmen· o( ~be comrultt~ 
\o re·orgaol&e tbe ~ourt.t of tb11 nate 
wbicb bueiueee be eu~oeeefully accom: 
pllehed . . lle wae nlEo a member of the 
commlt!M appolowd .to t ry State : Audl­
\or JoLin L. llrowo, before the et . .i.teee~~ 
ate, · sitting ae a court or IQlpeacbment 

11'p1E IIECORD A8 D18TnJCT 10001!:. 

. In .August, .1804., . bf;. wae nppointe1 
JUdge ol tbe E1g6t.oou~ judicial did tries 
and wae elected to that . position - I~ 
November, 1894, and re-elected lo No­
vember, .1890. ·Hie dlatrlct. compri•ed 
J ouae,. Cedar .. nod Linn . countil'ft. H11 
woo· blg~_C_O!D,t!lliridMipn;·by bill faii; 'iu,d 
Impartial iU!m1nlatr.atlon of fnitice : Hie' 
mind alway• wfll( analytical, lolllr.~(it'liri 
aod lodoo\lve.· - WI\b • ··•tai>rmurb ... nd 
oompNbent•• koowl•~rce· vr ~ht h•tul~• 
meo&al 1)rlnclplee of law be com blued ~ 

lllarl&y wl•b 10ta\otoi'J' Jaw sod a 
Iober, . clear jodgmeot,· whi~ll madablm 
no• onl1 a tormldabl~ odver111iry In Jpgal 
combat, bu$ ~rau him ihe diRtlnctJun ·or 
being one or the ableet jurio<ts of tbt 

)U.IllOJf, AHU OCil.UI 
· (IJ•IIT J'.IIGOP 

t.eavo )11\r i•H~ • 1 
No to:• nl:;a,n 
No Hl.l.l!~ am 
No t:!''ffi't.ofJ '-.D:I 
Nt"' k'll lll • ) 
No ;17 dally 1:! ao pro 
No 2li 4 l•li 'Ji to 
No %1 'I 4'1 JII'D 
No V II ld pta ~· 
J} .. !t. o.d.!'!_apld• 
~/f'f!Jfelt,~­
Noat e ,3:;am 
No to:to tO .am 
No liS%~ pm dally 
No2d 8~pm; 
No24 6 00 pm 
ko J()ij IS l6p!ll . 
Wa7 JrUo.Ot~~au• a 
xoept· Su :1d ",. 

OIUGl.NAL 
3 - 1 

In tlae Dltt.rlot Con 
Iowa. Apr11 'I'enn;•A. J) 
. W.tlol M~b"•l 8opltluo 
EuMJilop.kloo.: 4elo .. ~ 

To S•ld o.tetulaat: 
You., .. hf'reby oo•lfi 

oo llle '" the ol'lloe of , 
trld Con t:ot LID a Cot 
tl':'u of tloe plalntlll' &to, 
yoo an abt,lute clhore· 
matri.,;OIIT OD U.. rrroa 

011 yoar part wiU.C. 
caiiM.oa:t~ae*" 

tha~· ·be. ~: ··~· 
.. .!:"!~ .. ~~) 
· •oaare 'aleo aot)a.· _._.. . ..,_ 
&Tr."cS!t:t~~ . 
toh, ~tie stflll~ ... 

...rmow...._ 
Jotlclll.a~ 
p:&Jed ....... Jledeloa. 

CAME TO liARION ll'\ 1858. · lt&M, . '· 
. , • · On \bt 12th of J!lltr. 1~<io6, Judg~ -..;.,~-~-~~ 

On \be 27th or Ndvember, 1858, Jodge Thompeon marrl•d MI .. ~ lhrri,.L' .l. P"r 
l'hompeon came to Marion, \raveling 08 eoos, a dnua.thter ~·f t:l ~o·~t .. r. 1\o·l l'boeb 
far wertt ae bia money 'Yould carry blru. (Preeton) PMo<••o~. "'"'"'Uin" •o Mario; 
M 1 . from Now ~':""'""" lr! ta:,n. Afni 

ar on at th .. t .time wns a now towo. Thompson •lill•l · l·'obr 111 ,.:9 ''7 · ·1R97 
Uf.ld larjler tbon Cedar l!aP.Ide. •f.!ere bto leaving ooe ~no, Jnhu M. t\ o;other 110 1 
W&l tlrd enli'OI(_ed ·in the practice or ble died In torancy. . •. ' . . :. 
pr_orea~lon, In iuHtner~hlp with . Colonel . . . .. · ... • 
Ie11ac At. Pre~~nn u11der tile Orin on me of . . . "' 1\t,IO•'· ·. . · .. 
Pr~II~OO & ThOillp~ou, thld .connoctlou . . H •IS the pu~edt . city WI\Lt'r; com'n~e 
~outlnuiug nnti11858, u!ter wtilch' .J urlge . frtlm n~vor fatllng sprlnl(s, .. 1\nd ;9 , 

'i'!10mpeoo WI\S otone In bus.ineAA: Judll'e mo~r _heal~h!ul elty.ln. lOll'&, .It !a . 
'l'ho•ni>~oo'e ·n"'' dollilr was enrned ·County Seat of-Linn Couo1y, 11 nd 
about"two we~~· : .art~r he lonl\ted hi ;dl vlalon.het.<lquart.ers .o? 1 hre(' Hoes' 
Marlon. It W88 th~ t·rlal of.a euh.hefore .the c" M .. & St •. P. Ry. . . 
a justice of t~•e pence. ·. Tlloee .who llf· 1t Ia loc~ted ) n the. he11rt .of 
t•·n~d to thl' trial recogoli:ed hi~ ability Eastern .Iowa, the .rlchPst 
~tnd I rom thnt time on his eticceee wu region on the globe-a· rtt~:lon ' delltlllleclT~ 
W!~Ured •. . His TP.IJUtatlon as· a lawyer t.o euat.-ln & dense· populnt\oo, and cer• 
emm

1
l,i'pread ;"l. l-Ie wo:n considerAble re- ~ala to develop gr.eat .. manufrteturlnl( In: 

no wn ln. the \ practice of criminal law, etltutlons. : • ~ · . · · .;.:, 
svi1\g ddend~d In twelve murder clues . It hu Stree~. Cllrt, electrlcll~bt.s~· g.i; 

11nrl i 'lsinll' ·hu; , _wo. In Aull'ucit, 18:i4:· paved atreet.s, sew~~a~te_ ~y~t-~~r steam· 
Mr. 'fbompeon .,..,M ttl~ted pro•ecutlng heatln~t plaot, ·~· un'exe<'ll~ . -..... •uuu••,.:.-~·:~ 
Alto •·uey Rnd held that poeitl!Jn for two be:1utlful. chureh: bulhllnlrl!; ~ree' 
re!lNI. Hu wna eii!Ctt'd to the atnte ~en- library nod a publl~i(llritedr md 
nte· ou the republican. ticket In 185G for minded cltlzeusnlp. . • · . ··~·:' . 
"'t wn yenn' t~rm, which prond t~ be It bas a' wlde-awak_l' . · <'cimmerelal 

Ter.v iruportant yoor. In framlrig tho Club, ready to aid . any ,. . ..,.,,, .. t.,_! ... ':;,..;,~~-.;;-•l':!.;+U 
ln. we of Lho 8 tato · \bl\i ... m e'xlst. Air will upb~lld ~~•.rlon or ~he aur•MtJnrl 
Thornp~ou b"olnfl n member or tpe Judlcl: ~~ntry. For _further . 
l\t1 f'OIIIIillttee • . Tit~ code cif ',\85l, . WnA ~rer~_c. o .. _~nge!'8011, Seo'y·,Q)m·mE'rulal 

s~v. l~"o- dnri: • . ·.aH~Ioo :~l:l85o .. 7. f~~b· :~1 •. ~r.lon .• _.!~~-a. ~: .. :'~ ;;:j<&•~:;.;.~ 
1\1), wlthn.dd. ~: etlll'lou .... ... , t.r:, 1···· .•. ,. .. , ~~~f~rM~~~;~~~~~~~~~~~~ . . .. '" Jf'?~.., ·:..·. : ~ . . ·' . 
< ·.:,, • ·:~V:A.8 :'::t'll-w-·. )~.~ · i~tereit In · 
. o~. teavt~ii't?e!~.~~~n· · ·salary!·or· eq::~~~alalilp,n::~-~'dcli~~IS~:Tiie1~~:;;.•'-t 
00 wu• Hatjej Olt~:o.,,Cilit''lteliiliid 
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who haw.: heen thU1s hono.ired: and by h1s masterly oration delivered at V icksburg, 

Mississirtpi, on the ·• Dedic ation of the lo,,·a iVIonuments," in l 907 . 

He '"'ii S ongin,;ally a RepuLiican and supported Abraham Lincoln i~> l President. 

but later became a. Liberal .Republican and affiliated ,,·ith the Democrats. H e \\'a> 

a delegat e l( • the <CincinTJ;:ati National Co1nention oi 187 2. President of the Dem­
ocratic S\tatt• Con,.-ention tml 1898. and a dd egat<' to the l\iationill Con, ention of th<Jt 
party dUJritJg the s--amt· year H e wa,; a delegate to the D emo.:ratic .'-' t <~lt' COO\ en·· 

tion of li '89 1 .wd ETlOminat.ed H orace Boie> for C<>\ernol . 

For a 1101<' C. f. Dcl.i!t'On was a partner of Judge Hubbard . and abo a membe1 
of the num of H wbbard. C lark & D ea..:on. !'vi r. D eacon had ~ tudied in the office 
of judge: HulJbar.d. beca-Jll]t an able and sk iliul la \\'~·er who continued in ~ucces:<ful 
practice for many years. 

vVil.ituj I C . 7Ff;omp;,.r)Tl was ont' of tht? rady <l nd widely kn 0\\'11 la,,·yers ot Linn 

County. He ca-rme to a nd commenced practice at Marion 111 18) 3. from Butler 
County. Prnnsyk anic\. ,,.here he \\'3$ born 111 18 30. where he recei' ed his education. 
studied na,, and \Wi\< admitted to the bar. H i~ education ,,as obtained in the com­
mon sduocl:: and ' \X/i ther'iJoOn Institute of hit nati1e County. 1:3ill Thompst>n . a:< he 
was fanni i1ariy cd>i!~tl " <~s a umque character. In man:--· re>pect~ he had the char· 

acteristi<~~ .)f a p·ioneer- in fact. he ''as a J>~oneer lawyer. H e che"·ed tobacco 
exuburemtl ~· and "'" ore W!lh a lt;p . occasionally. He " ·as <•utspoken. independent. 
bread. and >ensiblc in hi; 'ie\\'$. 'ery populat. liked by e\·ery: per:: on ,,·ho became 

acquaimted ,,·ith h im. H e \\'as an ong1nal and c.~.musmg ch;,racter. good natured and 
extremdy humoro u;. He had an entertaining pre::ence. shedding a genial glm,· that 
warmedl lu~ acquaintances and made for him ho>t~ ot friend;; ,,·here.,.er he " ·ent. \Ve 

early became ac<.juainted and I ah,·ay$ fe lt a ; :ncere plea$Ul'<' in meeting him. 

T lbese trait> .. combined \\' ith his personal 1\'orth and ta lents. >ened 111 a com­
parativ..e ly short ~ength o f time to hring him a large clientat;e and fa, orably '!"tabl i~h 
him in thl pubhc t:>leern. H e early became a fa ,·orile. putit"ip;:~ ted in J'Oh tics. and 

was homo1~d by hl> pe01>le 111 heang elt'cted 111 1 8~-1 . tl•e m·xl year alter hi, C<1min~ 
there, Pro:<ccutin g r\tt<>tnty of the Cotlllly. In I 8')"> h~ "'''; ~:kcted h• the Stale 
Senate anLI servo:ed in tilt:~ :-,ixth and :-ie,entl: C enerCII,\ ;;;c·mblic,. He.: \\' <l> cl lcadin2 
and inlflu~n t ial member <li that hody. He "at one of tl.e 0 1 ~an1ter;: t•f th <' RepulJ­
Iican !Party 1n ll te .Stale- <llld ,,·;.~,: e!eded t•J it:: hr::l :->late Cc•ll\t:IJtlull el l Ic",·a C it y. 

1n 1851fJ. 

H._. , .... , pr•·gre•> ln~ fa, orabl) hr,th profe>>Jonally and po!iticali ~ \\'hen the Civil 
War Uuvk <' our He iorked h1$ 0fhn: door an d bidds ng nd1eu lo hi:; client> and 

friend,.,. t>ntered· dv: senice . ancl " ·a;: comm1>'10nf'd :\·lajo:· (Jf the Twenlleth Jo,,·a 
lnfant·ry. H i• -<uh-efJfJent car~er i~ thu, depirttd l.y 8 . I .. \X 'i,· b . Fd lo" and ln-
:;lruckn ~ 1;; ,.. }c;\, ~ ~\fH~ l n:,c·r .. llv. \\ ~ It} h(l' rnnlr tl ~~~ l ~d fl !i l( lt 1~ , ! • •\\ , t !!1 .. !t11' \ ' 

j I 

I i.' 
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through the Annals and other sources, 1n an obituary of :\·laj0r l'homaJ>nn. dppearing 
in the July, 1911. number of the .. A nna l:< of Iowa : .. 

.\lajor Thornp~ou was "·ound..- ol at l'rair iP ':r111 t·. Ark ansa~ a~Hl r· a ,•tu red at 
tlo e siege of \"ick ::IJurg. He "a~ vrE-sr>n t a t th•· raptur~ u! Fon .-v-kaJ,<af t>ass in 
Texas a nd was in comma nd ol a I>OSt thpt·~> Pslalollsh <>d He was h1HH•rably dis­
•·harged in 1 · .;~ In 1$,64 h.- wa:: chosen a :; om· 01 t h<- l>l'o:s ld'"nti;al .-! ~><·t o rs. In 
the salll f' year h e " ·as elec t I'd Oistric·t .-\ t tOrni'y tur ~ h·· distri l' t ~·ompri :; ing the 
,-ounties of !.inn . Joues. C"edar. J ohnsuu. IOI,·a . Bent<nl. aud Tama. fl_. was ap. 
poillled \'hi el .ltl:s ti<: e of Idaho To:r r itor.1· in ll!~~ uy Pre,; id t- nt Htttile .. rorol ll . Hares 
.1nd in the salll€' yenr he \\'a;. 1- lt- r:t ed w Congress f' run~ th E' Fifth l<l ll a t:Jii'. lrict 1~ 
ti ll thE' va<·au c·y r a used hy th e cleath or' Hush Clark e, auc! was re-elt> cf-e d ,,, ,. tir e next 
rPgular ter111. In 1!.8;; he was elected 10 the Ho• 1~e or' Rt:!p reseotatl ' t-s in the 
T wenty-fi rs t Ceneral Asseo1bly of Iowa . during which 5en ice ht- .,,.a ., a member 
or the c·ommiltee on rhP part of rh e Hou~P whirh prose(·utetl lhE' irHiH:il• hmem J>ro­
.:e-edin gs agains r ~ tate Audi tor John L. Browu Hf' WA.-. appoint<:d , J .rdg.; of the 
Dis trict Court for the F.: ighteen rh J tHi irial TlisrJ·lr-t in f; e- t>Lembf:r l l'!'4 and con­
ti nue•! until hi:. r(' tiro> rn r.nt frou. thf' lot'n<·h at the do;;" <O f rhe yea r t :.u;, 

Major Thompson was an able lawyer and hi ~ COJDlinuation on the bench for 
three terms. covering a period of twelve years, in a district comprising many of the 
first lawyers of the State, demonstrates the high esteem in ,,·hich he \ \ it> held as a 

jurist. He died at Kenwood Park. Linn C ounty. in I CJ I I . in the erghty-second 
year of his age Few men have se n I'd the State "ith more e lllcl<"m .. y and general 
u;e fu I ness. 

joseph LJ. Young , 1 became acquainted with in the winter of I 866. when we 
mel as fellow members of the State Senate of the E.leve,,~h General As~crnbly. He 
had been a previous member of that body, ha-.ing been e lec ted th•·reto m 1863 and 
served in the Tenth General A ssembly : but during that term he wa;, in 1864, ap­
pointed a Paymaster 111 the army, serving unt il the close of the war. T his created 

a vacancy. and in the fall of 1865 he was re-elected, :so to speak. to fi ll his own 
vacancy. His seat was contested, but 1 have fo rgotten by whom and on what 

ground the contest was based. T he Senate convened ort the 8 th of January, 1866, 
and during the contest Mr. Young \,·as not admitted to h1s seat. T he contest, in 
which I voted to sustain Mr. Y oung, was finally dec1ded in his favor, and he was 
admitted to a seat on tht' 23d of the following February . He was a lively, as well 
as an able member. He ,,·as -ery 1rascible and cou ld lnrow himsel f into a frenzy 
of speech and ac tion quicker than any man l e \'er saw. But this was only occasion­
al. He was a man of talents. a good lawyer, an anMmated and forcefu l public 
speaker. He 111a~ a polttical orator in great demand during heated political cani-
paigns. He wa,; an early . and for many years a promine nt lawyer of Linn County. 

His irascibility may have been a• tributable to his extrac ti<On. fo1 it is said he was of 
English-German-Irish ancestry. and .,..,.ould fight at tht' d rop of a hat."' He was 
born in Ene County, Pennsylvania. in 1832. H i$ fi rst t'alern al ancestor was John 
Y oung, of F..ngl and , " ·ho rece1ved from the K ing a granl of land in !\llassachusetls, 

• Tuttlo··~ ll iS t()r_,. o f Iowa. 1':'1 !< •' 71 :; 
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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. li59 

Senator Stuckslager, from a special committee, submitted the 
following report and m oved its adoption : 

Your committee appollnted to prepare suitabl e resolutions commemor­
atimg the life and pubnnc service of Wm. G. Thompson, submit the fol­
lowin~ report: 

Wm. G. Thompson was born in Center Township, Butler County, Penn­
sytwan 'a, January 17, 1S30, and died at his home In Kenwood Park, Iowa, 
April 3, 1911, was the s~n of ·Wm. T .. and Jane Thompson, a lso natives of 
the Eame loeality. The former was born in 1790, the latter in 1796. Mr. 
Thompson's paternal grandparents were n atives of Scotfand as were also 
his maternal grandparemts. 

J udge Thompson's p-r- imary education was obtained In the common 
schcols near his boyboocl borne and when n ot in the school room he as­
sisted in the worl.; en the farm. At tbe age of nineteen he attended the 
Witherspoon Institute aft. Butler, Penn., going home to worlc on the farm 
during the harvest season. He next n:ad laW' at that place and was ad­
mitted to the Bar October 15, 18G3. Hon. Daniel Agnew, afterwards Chief 
Justice of the United States. presided at the examination . 

On the 27th o f November, 1S'52, Judge Thompson came to Marion, Iowa, 
trawel!ng as .far west a.s his money woUld carry him. Marion, at that 
time, was a ne w town and larger than Cedar Rapids. Here he was first 
engaged in the practice ()f his profession in par tnership with Col. Isaac 
M. Preston under the firm name of Preston and Thompson. 

J u dge Thompson's thnst dollar in his chosen profession was earned 
ab~'llt two weeks after be Joeatfd In Marion. It was the tr 'al of a suit be­
fore a Justice of tbe Peace. Those who listened to the trial recognized his 
ability and from that time on his success was assured. He won consider­
able renown in the practice of criminal Jaw, having defended,....Jn twelve 
murder cases and losing but two. In August, 1864, Mr. Thompson was 
elected prosecuting attoroey and held that position for two years. 

He was elected to the State Senate on the repub!rcan ticket in 1856 
for a full term, which pn>ved a very Important year in framing the laws 
of the state that still exist, Mr. Thompson being a member of the Judic-
Iary Committee. · -

On leaving the Senate J'udge Thompson was engaged In the practice of 
law in Linn Connty until 1862, when he helped to raise the T"entleth 
Iowa Regiment for tbe Civil War cons'sting of five companies from L inn 
and five from Scott Counties, and he went to the front as Major, but the 
Oolonel, being a regular army ofllcer, was detailed for Brigade Commander, 
and the Lieutenant Colonel being taken prisoner the Judge was left In 
command of the r E'glment for some time. He was In the service In Mis­
sourl, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, and Alabama, and was commander of 
the Post.at Arkansas Pull for el.gbt months. He was In the siege of Vicks­
burg, and at the battle o! Prairie Grove, Arkansas, was severely wounded. 
After being wounded he resigned his commission and returned homP. in 
the tall of 1864. _. 

0 • ' During the presidential campaign of that year he stumped the state 
!or Abraham Lincoln and was elected one of the electors at large. He took 
great pride In the fact tll&t he was able to cast his ballot at that time 
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for the martyred president. Soon after this Jud~e Thompsam was e>.Je~ted 
District Attorney for seven counties of Iowa, to-wit: Linn . .Jones, G::edar, 
Johnson, Iowa, Benton and Tam a. and after. cred itably fillimg that office 
tor six yeats he was tendered the renominalion '"ithout OJPpositiom but 
r efusEd it. Without. b~s knowledge or solicitation ihe was then appoiib"ted 
Cbief Justice of Idaho by ,President Hayes, and held that respon$ible 
position for one term resig6'1ng in 1879, when he returned to Marion. 'll'hat 
fall be was ElectEd to Cong1;ess and toolt his seat in December . He -was 
a membu of the Comm:ttee on Privileges and Elections, which requfu'ed 
much work, having twenty-two contested cases. He was re:Elected :and 
served in all four years. For party reasons he was in 1883 persuaded to 
accept the nomination for represEntative to the state legislatu::re and !be­
ing elected was chosen Chairman of the Committee to reor!;llnize tlhe 
courts of the state, which business he successfully aocomplishedl_ 

In August, 1894, he was appointi<f judge of the Eighteenth Judlicial Dhs­
trict and was elected to that position in November 18'li4 and re~lect.!d 1m 
Novem bE'r, 1898 and 1902. His district comprised Jones, Cedar, a:nd Linm 
Counties. He won high commendation for his fair and impartial) admin­
istration of justice. 

His mind was always analytical, logical and inductive. with a Unorough 
and comprehensive knowledge of the fundamental prinelples of tlhe law, 
he combined a familia ri ty with statutary Jaws and a sober, cleazr judg­
ment which made him n ot only a formidable adversary b:l a legal eombat 
but gave him the distinction of being one of the ablest jurists of the state. 

In the dEath of Judge Thompson, Iowa has lost one of its noblestt citi­
zens, beloved by aJI who knew him. But !ew men in Iowa were llletter 
and more favorably known, and it is a universal expression that the $tate 
of Iowa has suffered a ~eat loss in his death. 

In honor of his memory it is therefore. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered in the Journal of the ::Sen· 
ate and that the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to mail an en­
gross£d copy of the same to the surviving members of the family of rthe 
decedent. 

WILLAllD C. STUCKSLAGEB, 

A . L. AMEs,-
H. R. CHAPMAN, - "'.! " ' 

Cofl1.1il.ittee. 

The reoolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote . . 

Senator Fi.tchpatrick, from a- special conimittee, submitted the 
following report and moved its adoption: 

- . . -
To the President o f the Sen?-te: You1· Speci!ll Committee W prepare 

resolution_s upon the character and public services of the late l:?enator 
Ericson, beg leave to report as follows: 

Charles John Alfred Ericson was born in Sodra" Vi Parish, Sweden, 
March 8, 1840. The family £migrated to America in 1852, settiirig OCf ~a: 
farm in Rock Island County, Illinois, where Cha1 les worked on the fnrm , 

I 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

~ ,. 
' ,. 

i 
I. 

I. 
1 
I 

! . 
I 

I 
! 

• 

..,. 

ANU 

POI~TRAI'T GALLEl{Y 

tJF 

E ~1 IN EN T i\ N D SELF-Nl J\ DE MEN. 

IO\VA VOLUI\lE. 

<. II I <. A<; c l 1\ N I l N 1·: \\' \' c l R K : 

,\1\ll·:Rfl',\;-..: llltHiRJ\1'1 !I CAL l'UBLISII I N<i C< l.Ml';\NY . 

.. ··· ·-·-·- -



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

I 
.I 
,I 
I' 
I' 
I 

I 
ll 
I 

?. : 
o I 

I I 

I o 

'I 
·'I 

4 I· I , 0, 0 
i ' ,,. 

I I 
o I 
I o 

i': 
'0 I. 
' 01 
I o 

I' 

I 
' ' II 

If\ I ·-... . 
I· 

: 

li; 
:I 
I 
•' 

L.' 

344 1'H.I.l UNITED STATES BJOC?RAPHJCAL DIC1"IONAR'Y. 

forty dollars, but under the steady and persistent 
growth of business his emoluments increased also, 
and during the last yea~ of his active partnership 
his share of the proceeds amounted to over fifty 
thousand dollars. 

In 187 3 his health gave way under a nervous a t­
tack, and relaxation and change being necessary for 
his restoration, he made a visit to Europe in that 
year with his· family , and remained two and a h alf 
years absent, visiting the principal cities in t hat 
part of the globe. · Since his return he has engaged 
in banking operations in connection with the Daven­
port National Bank, of which he is an officer and 
large stockholder. 

Mr. Smith is still in the prime of life, a m ost 
amiable and accomplished gentleman, courteous, 

benevolent and modest. As a finan cier, he h.as few 
su periors, while all his transactions are govermed by 
probity and wisdom. 

He has been a member of the Baptist c hurch 
since his fifteenth year, and is one of the most suc­
cessfu l workers and generous contributors in its 
ranks. · 

ln politics, he has always been republican. 
O n the 17th of August, 1863, he married Miss 

Mary, daughter of the Rev. Julius A. Reed, of Daven­
port, Iowa, a g raduate of Yale College, who came 
wes t in 1831, and who for nearly twenty-five years 
has been connected wi th t he Congregational Home 
~1ission Cause in Iowa. They have a child, a <daugh­
te r named Anna Reed Smith, born on the 115th of 
September, 1870. 

HO N. W I L LI AM G. T HO M PSON, 

,1/AR!r>N. 

0 U R recollections of William George Thompson, 
of Linn county, Iowa, extend back nearly 

twenty years, when he had opened a law office at 
Marion, the county seat. It re'luirt:d hllt a short 
acquaintanc:e to discover his hrilli:uu:y, and the o t IH.: r 
elements likely to lead to success ir1' his profl·ssion 
to eminence in the judicial d istr ict. His career 
has not disapvointed the expectation of his frit:nds. 

William G. Thompson is a native of Pennsylva­
nia, and was born in Butler county, on the q th of 
January, t8Jo. His parents, William II. and J ane 
.McCiandess Thompson, were of Highla nd-S•;otch 
descent. His father was a farme r, and young 
William spent the first eighteen years of his life :1t 
home aiding in tilling the soi l during the Slllll ll l..rs 

and attending a district school two miles away dur­
ing the winters. He had a strong desire for knowl­
edge, and made the best progress possible under 
the ci rcumstances. When about nineteen he went 
to Witherspoon College, in Butler county, and spent 
two years there, pursuing su'th studies as he thought 
would be of most service to him, he having the 
legal profession in view. In 1851 he entered the 
law office of William T imblin, of l:lutlcr, and was 
admitted to the bar on the 15t h of Octoi.Jer, t 853, 
being examined by Hon. Daniel Agnew, now.of the 
supreme bench of Pennsylvania. 

With an independent spir it, and full of ambit ion, 
Mr. Thompson struck out for himself with more 

enthusiasm in his heart than money in his pocket. 
On the 27 th of November, the month follo"'ing his 
cx:unination, he started for Iowa, and pitched his 
tent in Marion, one of the most lovely rurall towns 
in the state. H e opened an office without delay, 
an ti had a good practice almost from the st.art, and 
for twenty years has been one of the leadimg law­
yers at the Linn county bar. 

In 1855 and 1856 he etlitetl the Linn countr 
" Register," display in~ good abil ities as a writer. 

In ;\ngnst, r86z, he:: went into the :trmy :l$ m:tjor 
of tht 2ot h rcgim~nt of l nw:t Infantry; was in the 
~en·ice t"·o years, and had command of t.Dle regi­
llll'nt no inconsiderable part of the time. In the 
hall ie of l'rairic (;rove, :\ •·kansas, ·on the 7th or 
l)c~·elllhcr, 1862, Major Thompson was '!ievercly 
wounded, but soon recovered, and in six wet:ks was 
:~gain in the service. He was at the siege olf Vicks­
I.Ju rgh; in all the Missouri and Arkansas crumpaign; 
the n in Texas, where he had command a t Aransas 
Pass for eight months. Few officers in I o1wa regi­
ments had more dash, bravery and coolness than 
Major T hompson. He was held in the warmest 
esteem by the heroic 2oth. 

tv!:ljor Thompson has been the rec1p1erut of re­
peated honors at the hands of the people, and has 
been proffered more offices than he would accept. 
In d l54 he was elected prosecuting attorney'• serving 
two years. H e was member of the state senate in 
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1855 and • 856, and though the youngest member 
ever in that body, he was Y"ery active, advocating 
important measures with a good deal of logical 
force, and receiving the w:~nmest congratulations of 
fellow-members of the senate·-antl of his constituents. 
For eight ,ears, up to January, 1875, Major Thomp­
son was district attorney for tthe eighth judicial dis­
trict, and so popul:u that lle was urged by both 
political pa rties to stand foil' another renominati()l'l, 
but peremptorily declined. 

Major 111ompson is a Knight Templar in the Ma­
sonic order, also an Odd-Feiilow. 

He has the ancestral regard for the Pre~!Jyterian 
faith ,.and attends that churck 

He has always been an earnest advocate of the 
principles o f the republican party, and is one of the 

al'lllest stump speakers in central Iowa. In 1864 he 
w::as one of the electors at large, and did very effect­
ivll: work during the canvass. 

On the 12th of June, r8s6, he married Miss Har­
riet J. Parsons, of Marion, previously of Syracuse, 
N.ew York. They have one child. 

With no friends and not much money, Major 
'trlhompson opened an office in Marion twenty-three . 
years ago. He made friends rapidly, and money at 
first with moderate speed; both he has continued 
to accumulate. He has long had a host of friends, 
and a competency. He is a generous-hearted man, 
ready to help the needy, and docs not believe in 
anybody's living wholly for hitnsel f. The major is 
known all over the state, is a pet of the legal fra­
ternity, and much respected by all classes. 

HON. LORING WHEELER, 

D.E WTTT. 

T ORIN\. WHF.ELER, son of Jonas and Sarah 
L Boynton Wheeler, w:as born on the 16th of 

July, 1799, the place of his nat1v1ty being West­
moreland, Cheshire county, New Hampshire. His 
grandfather, john W heeler, fought for American in­
dep~ndence, beginning on the 17th of June, 1775, 
and spending his fortune in that grand struggle. 
H is father, Jon as Wheeler, was a farmer, and Loring 
followed that occupation at home until about t8 r6, 
after which date he spent t\\'O years at an acadt:my 
in Chesl<."rlicld, 111aking ~-:ood usc of th~ precious 
opportunity; then returning to Westmoreland he 
uecamc a clerk in a store. 

On the 2 tst of April, 1821, with three other en­
terprising young men, Mr. Wheeler started for the 
west in :1 two-horse !Ju~-:gy, going hy the way of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. There they purchased a 
flat-boat, took their team down the Ohio river as 
far as Shawneetown, Illinois, at which place t hey 

- disposed of the boat, ancl struck across the country 
to Alton, Illinois, where they had friends. 

Mr. Whct'ler soon 1\'ent to Green county, Illinois, 
whence, after clerking two years, he repaired to 
Exeter, Morgan county, and worked for Colonel 
Enoch C. Marsh, an extensive trader and flour man­
ufacturer. While thus employed he was often sent 
to New Orleans with various kinds of stock and 
provisions, he acting at different tim~s in almost 
every official capacity on the boat, including the 

positions of mate and captain. A writer in the 
Clinton county "Advertiser" states that Mr. Wheel­
er's was the first Rat-boat that ran out of the Illi­
nois, and that he saw the fi rst steamboat that ever 
ascended that river. 

Interested in the reports of lead at Galena, Illi­
nois, in 1827 he went there, and mined until 1834, 

. when he crossed the Mis.sissippi river to Dubuque. 
On the 26th of llecember of that year he was com­
missioned chief justic!! of the county court for Du­
buque county, which was then in Michigan territory, 
and embraced the northern half of what is now the 
State of Iowa. After holding one term of the court 
he resigned. He sold goods two years in Dubuque 
in company with Himm Loomis, and in the sum­
mer of 1836 came to Round Grove, near where De 
Witt now stands, made a daim on the 4th of july, 
and there, with his brother-in-law, Alva G. Harrison, 
erected a cabin, and them returned to Dubuque. 
The next winter he was a member of the legislature 
of Wisconsin territory, to-which Iowa then belonged, 
the session being held at 13elmont, on the east side 
of the river, near Dubuque, and was also a member 
of the next legislature, which met at Burlington, on 
the west side of the river. In the spring of 1841 
he settled on his farm at Round Grove, and in the 
autumn of that year was appointed clerk of the 
court for the new county of Clinton, holding that 
office during the territorial history of Iowa. In 1846 
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Birth 
BuUer County, PA 

1860 
Residence 
Mar100# Unn. Iowa 1 source c Lal.>on 

AQe: 10 

188s 
Residence 
Frankln. F..,._, lA 1 source ol8to0r1 

A-9• ss 

1900 
Residence 
Ral)olls, Ltnrt, Iowa 1 source oLOLoOr1 

.... 10 

1911 
Oe<1th 
Kenwood ....... lA 1 .-.ource c Lalo0r1 ...... 
Burial 
Ook Shade Cemecety, Mar.on, lA 

1 source c•taloo 

Occupation 
Teacher, Lawyer, Congressman, JudQe 
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