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Willi1lm'" naturlllization ""sa September 14, 
\B83. 

Grandpa wumaniedonNovember24, 1887 
at Gamer by Reverend R J annaon of Imman­
uel Reformed ChUl'l:h of Belmond to Marpr­
eth" Alberta Smidt. On the .hip', reoord abe 
wu <:ailed Marelta after II. iJ'aDdmolher. Her 
parenta were Joha:mea JaC<lbua Smidt and 
Reokemina Luitjerw Venenp Smidt. nu. fam­
ily came to America on the ahip BraunAChwei, 
in 1883. She was born on February 13, 1863.t 
St. Geo!"iiwold, Oatfrieahmd, Germ&nY. 

William Gartz wu " barber in Gamer. Iowa. 
They lived in a hOU5e aaou from the Court 
HIJ\ae. My mother .howed me the hOUH when 
I wu quite a small clUld, vem"p" lJeVen CQ' 

eight. The house seemed amall and looked 
black, so weather worn. I think it wlUI where 
the south water tower now ill. 

Grandpa Will) a barber, hi" shop being locat­
ed "bout where the Iowa Electric Li8'bt and 
F'l:>wer aubstation i. now, north main .treet. He 
also played the violin (or wedding dllIlcea of the 
~. 

Later the fll1I1ily fanned jU.8t south of Dun­
can, Iowa. About 1904 the family moved north­
east of Belmond having sold the farm near 
Duncll1I and bought one near Belmond. 

On January 20, 1889 the original idea of 
another chutch in Gilmer bec8me " reality and 
the group was officially organized u the Ger­
man Reformed Church of Garner. There were 
twelve charter member.; men only being lilted 
M the women had no voice or vote in the 
congregation. W.A. GB.rtz wu one of the twelve 
charter members. He W811 Lutheran in Ger· 
many. 

Mr.. Gartz wu one of the charter membere 
of the Immanuel Reformed Chureh eut of 
Belmond, Iowa in 1884. 

Around the Belmond arell. WilliamGarh did 
much carpenter work and built a number of 
buildinp. He wu a echoo1 director (ar mll.lly 
yellnl and also the director at larre ofPle8llB.Ilt 
Twp. 

The GB.rtl children were: Wilhemina AI­
berU, also known 811 Minnie, hom October 31, 
1888, baptized on Januuy 13, 1889 at Zion 
Reformed Church at Garner, died March 29, 
1895, Gamer. Johanna (Jennie) Helene, bara 
on Februuy I, 1890 in Gamer, W811 baptized 
on August 3, 1890 at the Zion Reformed, 
married Charles 88rkema on February 25, 
1914 B.Ild died in 1972 at Belmond. She i. 
buried at the Immanuel Reformed Church 
Cemetery in Belmond, Iowa. Caroline (Lena) 
Amelia, born Marcil. 27, 1891 at Gamer; wu 
chriatened on Febroary 21, 1892 at Zion Refor· 
med, She manied John F. Halfpap on Decem· 
ber 13, 1917 in Franklin County, She died on 
April 17, 1967 at Belmond, Iowa and ia buried 
in the Immanuel Reformed Church Cemetery 
at Belmond, Iowa. Frederich William, born on 
September 10, 1892 at Gamer, baptized at the 
Zion Reformed in Gamer wu married to Hen· 
rietta Smidt on November of 1917, He died on 
Septemher21 , 1947 and is buried in Immanuel 
Re formed Church Cemetery. Alberta (Bertha) 
Lydia, born on September 29, 1895 at Garner, 
baptized at Zion Reformed and married Elbert 
Sylvester Barker on June 6, 1923 at Belmond. 
He died in Auguat of 1924 and lihe then 
married Fl-ed Dewey Halfplip on June 11, 
1929. She died on J anuuy 4, 1979. An infant 
daughter WII .tillbom on Marcil 16, 1897 at 
Gamer. Lydia Annette, born on August 11, 
1898 at Gamer, baptized at Zion Reformed and 
married Fred Dewey Halfpap on March 3, 
1921. She died on February '1:1, 1927 in Mason 

20ll 

City, Iowa. Marraretha Charlotta (called 
Gnc.e) wu bara on Augu.Jt 5, 1901 at Gamer 
IlDd married Oirlr.J. Waalke.onJuly4, 1924 in 
Belmond. She liVCll in Lena, Illinoia u of 1986. 

Grandma aaid her family arrived at Bel­
mond on May 11, 1883 by b'ain. At that time a 
few l'Oa.u. of one or two milea in lefl4r!h w_ 
available, but there were moatly trail. going 
a.::rou anywhere. Indian. roamed the area, not 
eaWJing too much trouble but often ltopping to 
ber for many thingII. The moo and papooeea 
l'Ode poIliea, but the women alway. walked. 
There were 10 many wild atnwbemea that 
they would go out mominp to pick a bir 
~pply. 

by PhyW. N. Boelman 

GASKILL ROOTS 

Sunny Slope Stock Farm, the original name 
of the "Home Place" of the preaent Gukill 
Family, hsd itl beginning in the mmmer of 
1884, David Walter Gukill of BlacUtone, 
Mu.aaclluaettl came to Iowa to 10011: over thia 
invitin& prairie , tate. Hia fsther', Partin&" 
worda to him were, "Now Walter, don't go out 
there IlDd buy a lot of that worthleaa land." Of 
ooune that ia exactlywbatbe did. Firatbuyinr 
one quarter, then all of tect.ion 17, Magor 
TOWIlIIbip, Hancock County, lows, with bis 
father, David Metcalf Goon'. name on the 
deed. Later the father willed the land to ru. 
IOn, David Walter, and daurhter,lda 1.. Ben­
~, 

On AU(WJt 13, 1895 Walter B.Ild Ida con· 
veyed to Maror Town.hip the necellary 
acreage for a achoolhou.ee on the IOUthwut 
oomer of Section 17. The next year Ida. deeded 
her intere.t in the land to her brother, David 
Walter, 

According to the Hi.tory of WOJ'eelter 
County Ma.Maebusett.., Volume I, and berino 
ninr with Edward Gaakill, a ahip cupenter 
from En,land, the Gaakill', Rttied in Maau.· 
dl\l&etu around 1600. They lived in the ren­
era! area of Salem and Blawtone, Muaaebu· 
aettl for nine generatiollll, Eliaha T. and wife, 
Suaan Taft GllkilI, (ahe waa a OOU!Iin of Wm.. 
Howard Taft) and their young family moved to 
Bureau County, nlinoia, On October 18, 1872, 
their IOn, William A. Gukill, (1852·1913) 
married Alice Holroyd, (1855-1910) daughter 
of Mark Holroyd and Cordelia Knickerbocker. 
To thia union were born two children: Elwyn 
Guy Gukill (1874·1950) and Edith 1.. Gaakill 
Gowdy (l877-1949).ln 1884, the family moved 
from Wyanet, Illinoia to Corwith, Iowa to farm 
the land belonginr to Couain Walter, 

In 1901, William. A.. Guldll and son Elwyn 
pUl'Cbued the aouth hall of Section 17. Elwyn 
wu the fint to live on the land and!hil wu in 
a "converted" gran.ary, where be and a hired 
man lived, so they could care for the livestock 
through the winter months. William. and Alice 
lived in town for a while but decided to tum the 
granary into a house 10 added a three room 
wing and porch to the south aide. Here they 
re. ided for their remaining yean. 

by Mr., George Gaekill 

GASKILL, E. THURMAN 
AND GERALDINE 

(ADKINS) 

Ei1'l'ylJ Thurman Gukill, born April 4, 1935 
at Al(tlll8, Iowa, IOI1 of Georre Elwyn and 
Mildred Chapman Gukill,livea on the flLlllily 
farm near Corwith, Iowa. He eraduated from 
the Corwith Conaolidated Schoola in 1953, 
attended Iowa State College at Amea, IlDd 
lIel"Ved two yean with the United State. Army 
in IOUthem U.S. and Germany (1954-56), prior 
to ent.erin( farminr in 1957. He now operate. 
an 112O aae gniD and livutock farm, produc­
ing B.Ild finiahing 100:> head of hop annually. 
Thwman has served in leadenhlp eapacities 
in many agriculturally related orpn.i:z.atiODl 
includin(: Preaident (Chm.) of the Iowa and 
National Corn Growen Auociationa, the Iowa 
Cam Promotion Board, and the United Statea 
Feed Graina Council, He hu aerved on the 
Agricultural AdvilOry Committee for Iowa 
State Univ~ity, u Commillllioner and Vice 
Chairman of the Iowa Development Commia­
.ion, and u Vice Chairman of the lowe ADieu!· 
twal Promotion Board.. He wu appointed III 
an agricultural repreaentative to the Federal 
Enel'iY Adviaory Committee in 1973. Earlier 
activitie. include Pre.ident of th ... Iowa Farm 
Buaineea Aaaociation, Vice Chairman of the 
Agricultural Council of Ameriea, and in 1969, 
he wu the agricultural repreaentative on a $ix­
man Rotary Group Study Exchanre Team from 
Iowa which conducted a two month ltudy of 
AWJb-alia.In 1974, repreaentillj' the U.S. fann­
er, he addreaaed food aeminan in Lima, Peru, 
and Tokyo, JlI.pan. A. a member of a Fed"""'] 
Trade Policy Team, Thurman viaited Chi.n.a in 
1981. He ia cummtly a member of the U.S. 
Peace rn.titute, IlDd servea u a direc:torof the 
FintFedera! Savinp and Loan in Storm Lake, 
Iowa. He ia a member of the United Methodillt 
Church, Rotary, the MalOnic ~ and the 
ShrinerL He has been active in Republican 
Party politic». 

On June 8, 1958, he wu united in mani., 
with Geraldine Anne AdkinJ, at Grinnell, 
Iowa. Thl!ir three children, all bara in Bel· 
mond, Iowa, include Eli:z.abeth Anne. who wu 
bornJune6,l965.Beth=tlyattendalowa 
State Univeraity majoring in Conaume:r Food 
Science. Mark Elwyn wu born December 21, 
1967. Mark ia eun-entJy attending Iowa State 
Univeraity majoring in Electrical Engineering. 
o..vidBrian wu bomJanuary 12, 1969. DlI.vid 
ia a 1987 graduate ofCorwith-Wesley·LuVeme 
High School and ia pl8lllling to attend Iowa 
State Univenity to major in Agriculture. 
Geral~e~A~G~wubornin 

Grinnell, Iowa, February '1:1, 1936, daughter of 
Kenneth Harold and Ruth Hotka AdIrina. She 
received her elementary edueation in the rural 
schoola of Wub.ington Township. Poweabiek 
County, Iowa, grsduated from Grinnell Hi i'h 
School in 1953. attended lows State College, 
Amea, Iowa, and later Iowa State Teacller·. 
College at Cedar Fal la. She married Elwyn 
Thurman Guldll in 1958 and taught elementa­
ry school in Belmond Community and the 
Corwith·Wuley Community School syatema. 
Following the birth of their children, she wu 
active in church and community orraniz.ationa 
II Sunday School teacher, U.M.W, officer, 
O.E.S .. Woman'a Federated Club. local and 
county 4-H organizatiOIlll, the Community F.,.du. 
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cation Board and school activitie3. She later 
returned to the eduC&tioo. field in 1982, and ia 
lln'eIltly teaching in the Corwith-Wealey Ele· 
~'entary Schoo!. She returned to college 
clVIeS at the Univenity of Northern Iowa, 
receiving a 8A degree in 1987. 

The family currently live3 on tha original 
Gulcill fannl!ltead, eouth oC Corwith, Iowa, 
having moved there in 1979. At that time 
eneD..llive remodeling of the fann home and 
grtIWlds was completed. Travel je a special 
intel"llgt for the ftunily and together they have 
enjoyed trips to Australia in 1979, Nova Scoti .. 
in 1981, Europe in 1984, and numerous other 
lU"eaa of the United State •. The European trip 
iDcluded a visit to the home of the Gultill·. 
19SG-81 Coreign exchange daughter,Irene HoC,­
tetter of Bern, Swit2erland. 

by Mrs. Thurman GlUlkill 

GASKILL, ELWYN G. 
P.106 

On November 4, 1902, Elwyn Guy Gultill 
and Winnifred Clara BraviD.der (1877-1924), 
daurhter of A1fred Albert BraviD.der ao.d Lucy 
Lyon, were married at Corwith, Iowa. To thie 
union were born three children: William Albert 
GaaIrill (1904-1911), Marjorie Gukill Slao.ton 
(Jan. 9, 1907), and ~ Elwyn Gukill. (May 
24, 1912). 

Elwyn wu eduC&ted in the achooJa of Bureau 
Co. Ill., Chicago, ill., Corwith, Iowa, and attend· 
ed Iowa State Collere. His interest.. were in 
(!lnIIing, machinery and electricity. As a yOWl( 

an he .pent e year in Te:us where herBll the 
.J,iioe.o in a saw mill, and when he rerumed 

home to fann heran and maintained the .team 
~ for the neirhborhood threshing nn,. He 
built and maintained the LuVem telephone 
syetem and also wu hired to maintain the 
Corwith telephone ,yatem Wltil it Wilt sold to 
Fay Scace. In 1937 when Rural Electric Coop. 
brought electrici ty to Iowa f&rm!l, he conducted 
the -,im up~ campaim in this area and wu OIl 

the founding bolll"'!i of the Hancock Co. Rural 
Electric Cooperative until hi. health f.,jled and 
hi, son, George, replaced him on the Board. 
Elwyn. wu a Maste:r Muon, a Methodiat, and 
on the building committe<! of the Methodiat 
Church. He served on the board of the Grain 
Elevator and the Farmen Sa~ Bank. 

Winnifred Bravinder Gukill waa eduC&ted 
in the school, of Humboldt County and the 
Teachers College at Cedar Fall,. She taught in 
Humboldt County and Corwith. She wu dedi­
C&ted to her home and family, taught in the 
Methodiat Sunday School and at the time of 
her death in 1924 wu president of the Corwith 
School Board. 

In 1925 Elwyn Gaakin married Louiae Bra· 
vinder (1882·1965), a ailter of Winnifred; ahe 
wu alway, known u Aunt Kit. LouiH nt· 
ceived her nurae', train.inJ at Dee Moine. 
Methodist Hospital. She nuned in the da)1l 
when nllnell lived in the home to care for the 
ill. She nll.nled in Iowa, Minneaota, and in the 
area of Areba, Colorado, where .he filed for a 
claim just aCl'OU the road from her aiater and 
family. Sometimea pro.pective fsthen came in 
the middle of the nirht to have her attend their 

; - . vea. She sometime. went on honeback u 
CJIIeII were Cew and far between. 

by Mr.. Georce Gaskill 

GASKILL, GEORGE 
>W7 

Back Row: E. TbunnaD Gukill. GenJ.diM (wif.), 
El..iubeth. Georye Gukill, Paul Crockett.. 2nd 
Rot., AIliaon. And:-ea Crockett, Mildred Gukill, 
o..o.y;.. Crucl<ett. Sut.od: M...-Ir. and David Gu_ 
kill 

Georae Elwyn Gaakill Wilt born May 24, 
1912 w Elwyn. Guy Gukill and WinniUed. 
Bravinder GuItiI.J., on the fllIllil.y farm two and 
one-half mile. IOUth of Corwith, IOWL Georae 
Wat eduC&ted in the Corwith Public School and 
attended Iowa State College. He joined hia 
father in fanning and became active in the 
Corwith community. He Wat a member of the 
founding board of the Corwith State Bank., 
spent 37 yean serving u a board member and 
officer of the Iowa Rural Electric Cooperativea . 
Georae iI a Muon, a Shriner, and a member of 
the Order of the Eutern Star. The family io a 
member of the United Metbodiat Church. 

00 June 29, 1933, George wu united in 
mamsgt to Mildred Genevieve Chapman 
(Dec. 21, 19(7) in Ma)1lville, Missouri. She ia 
the daughter of H. Thurman Chapman and 
Lydia Ballou Chapman. Mildred wu born near 
Pre.cott, Iowa on the south Chapman farm. 
Her education wu provided by the Preaoott 
5chooJa and .he wu graduated with _ B.A.. 
Degree from Drake Univenity in Dee Moine., 
IOWL She taught in the high schools of Ren­
wick and Corwith. Mildred baa served u Preei­
dent of United Methodist Women, Corwith 
Women·. Club, and the Iowa Rural Electric 
Women, and Matron of the Order of the But­
ern Star. She io member of D.A.R ao.d Phi Mu 
Sorority. She hu been a leader for Girla 4·H 
and a member oftbe North Iowa Development 
CommiMion. 

Georae and Mildred are the parent. of two 
children. Elwyn Thurman Gultill wu born 
April4 , 1935 atAlrona, Iowa. He wu educated 
in the Corwith SchooJa and attended Iowa 
State College. Georyi_ Ann GukiU .... u born. 
Januuy '1:1, 1937 at Alrona, IOWL She WU 

educated in the Corwith Schoola and received 
_ B.S. Degree from low .. State College. 

Thurman Elwyn Gukill wu married June 
8,1958 w GeraldineAnnAdkina (February '1:1, 
1936), dausbter of Kenneth Harold Adkin. and 
Ruth Barbara Hotlr.a of Grinnell, Iowa. Both 
huaband and wife attended Iowa State College 
and Geraldine continued her-work at Northern 
Iowl Univenity. They !'elide on the Guk.ill 
fann two and one-half mila. south of Corwith, 
Iowa. To thia union were born three children: 
Elizabeth Anne, born JUDe 6, 1965 at Belmond, 
Iowa; Mark Elwyn, born. Deoembe:r 21, 1967 at 

Belmond, Iowa;; and David Brian, born. Jan­
uary 12, 1969 at Belmond, Iowa. EUubeth 
(Beth) and Mark are enrolled at Iowa State 
University and David io a senior at Corwith­
Wealey·LuVern Schoo!. 

On October 29, 1960, Georria G .. kill 
married Paul Bane Crockett, bornJao.uary 10, 
1937 at o.kalOOlla, Iowa, BOD. of Henry Paul 
Crockett and Fr8.D008 Bane Crockett of Britt, 
Iowa. Paul Will graduated from Britt High 
School and haa a B.S. Degree from Iowa State 
Univenity. They have two daugh1enl, Andrea 
Lligh, born September 30,1967 at Minneapo· 
lio, Minnesota and Alliaon Lynn, born Febru· 
ary II , 1970 at Minneapolio, Minneaota. An· 
drea ia enrolled atGuataVlll Adolphu. College 
and Allison io a junior at Breck School. The 
Croclr.ette !'elide in Minneapoli', Minnesota 
and are in the real estate buaineaa. 

by MH. Georre Guklll 

GAST, HERMAN AND 
META (BREDLOW) 

F208 

Herman Glllt, SOIl of William and Maris 
(Krurer) GBlt, wu born. July 23, 1888 in 
German (Liberty) Twp., Hancock Co., lA, on 
the fllllll where hio parent. had lived since 
1881. He W ill the YOllIlfNt ohlina children, hio 
mother died when he wu four yean old. He 
attended rura1 Liberty #8 school. 

Meta AIm Bredlo .... , daughter of William and 
Maria (Griewe) Bredlow, .... u born Oct. 12, 
1890 in German (Liberty) Twp., the fourth of 
.il children. She attended Liberty li2 rural 
achool. 

Jan. 26, 1910 Henn.an Gut and Meta Bred· 
low were married at the home of her parent.. 
They beran fannina' OIl the Gut home plaoe, 
and purchased the farm in 1920 for SXlO.OO an 
fIO"'II, which wu s hi(h price for that tUne. They 
were told prioea oouid never break, but the 
ciepreaaion came and timet .... ere difficult. They 
lived on the fllllll Wltil ret.irin.r to a home in 
Klemme in 1946. TheirllOD, Loren andhio wife, 

" • 
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Senator E. Thurman Gaskill 

Education: Graduated Corwith Community H.S.; a"ended Iowa State University. 

Military Service: U.S. Anrly 1954-1956. 

Profession: Fann owner and operator 1956-present; Iowa State Senator 199B-present. 

Activities, Past and Present: 
Agricunure: 
President of National Com Growers 
Chair, U.S. Feed Grain Council 
President of Iowa Com Growers 
President Iowa Com Promotion Board 
Addressed Food Conferences in Lima, Peru and Tokyo, Japan on American Agriculture 
U.S. Feed Grains Council Trade Team to China 
Vice President, Iowa Agricultural Promotion Board 
USDA Honors Award Selection Committee 
Rotary Group Study Exchange Team to Australia 
Advisory Committee to College of Agriculture (Iowa State University) 
Vice Chair. Agricultural Council of America 
President Iowa Farm BUSiness Association 

Political: 
National Deputy Director of Bush Agricultural Campaign 
Co-Leader, USDA Transition Team 
Commissioner of Iowa Development Commission 
Appointed to Federal Agriculture Energy Advisory Committee and USDA Users Advisory 

Board by USDA Secretary of Agriculture 
Commissioner, Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Chair, Farmers for Nixon and Ford Agricultural campaigns 
Co-Chair, Iowa Farmers for Reagan/Bush and Iowa Farmers for Bush/Quayle 

Other: 
Director, First Federal Savings Bank of the Midwest 
Iowa Peace Institute (charter member of the Board of Directors) 
Member, Methodist Church and past Sunday School Superintendent 
Member. Iowa Farm Bureau, American Legion, Rotary, County Board of Education. 

Awards: Selected to Iowa State University Agriculture Hall of Fame 

f 




