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f , 
mother about 1880; and Karolin Anderson, 
(I 874) wbo emia.rated It 18 bybenelffrom Nor­
.... y, near Oslo. Myrtle attended ISU at Ames. 

George was Ew.n postmaster for several terms 
until 1933. He men went into bU!i.ness with his 
rather: John, and brothers to John Falb &. Soos 
auto aea1ers, and was • Chevrolet dealer for 50 
years. In 19.5.5 hcbou~toul bisbrotben, Walter 
and John Jr. Hu son-m-law, Leo Lehman,joined 
the business in 1956 and took over when George 
retired. George was mayor of Elgin for 14 yean 
in the 19401,. member of Masons and Shriners, 
Lions Club, American Legion, Methodist 
Church and active in the Community Cub. Myr­
tle was a member of Eastern Star and the Elgin 
Study Club. Their children are: 

Georgana (1928) a graduate of SUI, who went 
to India with the Methodist Church, and married 
John Foster, professor at the University orMas­
sachusetts, Amherst, MA. 

Karolin (l932) married Leo Lehman, son of 
Max and Lillian Lehman, a Swiss dexended 
family who were farmers south of Elgin. Leo 
became a partnt rand owner ofJohn Falb &. Sons 
auto dealen; Karolin is a retired kinderprten 
teacher spending 28 of her 30 yean of teaching in 
the Valley Schools. They have four children: 
Kara Weigel (1953), husband Paul; reside in 
Woodward with daughter, Marah. linda Oine 
n 955), husband Mike; farm near Elgin with chil­
Clren, "Ryan, Cody and CluUty. I...eAnn Larson 
(1956), husband Gary, and children, Nick and 
Abbie; Gary is in a farm operation and I...eAnn is 
oo-publisher of the Fayette County' Union. Kris 
Whitcher, husband Merle and ebildren Brooke 
and Kyle reside in Janesville. 

Other children of the Falbs include: 
- Greta Burks&!936), is a resident of Waterloo. 

John P. Falb 1937), a civil engineer, Bureau of 
Reclamation, y, Wyoming. 

There were 14 grandchildren. George died 
1985 and Myrtle in 1988. 
Submitted by GeorgfUIQ (Flllb) Fosttr 

JOHANNJAOOBANDCATHE~A 
(WELTI) FALB 

Johann and Catherina (Welti/ Falb came to 
Fayette County from Landiswy villa&e, Berne 
Canton, Switzerland, in 1869, and lived on a 
farm in Brainard near Elgin, with their children, 
Mary, Anna, Rosetta and Louisa; John (l873) 
and Fred (1879) were born here. In about 1890 
the family moved to EI&in. Johann died in 1901 
at 62, and Catherina in 1925 at 89. 

Rosetta and Louisadied in their thirties. Anna 
did not marry and lived in Elgin until her death 
in 1949. 

Mary married Hans Keiser, a Swiss, in 1894; 
he was a music teaeber and postmaster in Elr;ir! 
(died 1936). Their dauahter, Edith, mamed 
Claude HUlSinga, a farmer in Aplington, Iowa, 
and son.) HIlI!)',. was an MD in Aorida. Mary 
died 1903 in Elgin. 

In 1894 John Falb married Mary Walther 
(1872) of Elkader, dauRhter of Johann Walther, 
a wagorunaker, and cIuutine Kohlerman who 
emipated from Eisenbach, Germanf, in 1883. 
Thelt children: Amelia Stallbum; Unna (Mrs. 
I...ero),) Smith; Emma (Mrs. Fred C.) Schultz and 
William Walther, who lived in Qayton County. 

Fred Falb married Elizabeth Benson, Elsin, I.D 
1900 and lived in laCrosse, WI; son, loUIS. 
Submitted by Georgana (Flllb) Foster 

JOHN O. AND SARAH A. (MAHAN) FALB 

John O. FaIb purchased the West Union 
Motor Company I.D 1966. West Union Motor 
was later renamed John Falb Company. John is 
the SOD ofJohD Falb, Jr. born in Elgin, Iowa, in 
1909, and Honorine (Otley) Falb, born in Can­
ton, Minnesota in 1908. She later moved to Fay­
ette, Iowa, where she grew up. Sarah "Sally" 
(Mahan) Falb was born in Newton, Iowa. John 
and Sally moved to West Union in 1967 with 
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L to R: John O. and Sally Falb, Amy atld Gtqory 
Y OUDi, Kristan Faib and Jobo R. Falb - October 199' 

their children, John Robert Falb, born on Octo­
ber 7,1961 , and Kristan Anne Falb, born on 
April 13, 1964. Amy Elizabeth Falb was born on 
October 28, 1969, after the Falbs had moved to 
West Union. 

The Falb family rented a duplex on East Elm 
Street until November 1971 when they moved 
into their newly constructed home at 604 North 
Vine Street where John and Sally stilliive. Sally 
Falb has been the Fayette County Economic 
Development executive director Sl.Dce July of 
1990. 

John Robert Falb graduated from North Fay­
ette High School and the University ofIowa. He 
received his MBA from the University ofChica­
go and now lives in Iowa City, and is in banking. 
Kristan Anne Falb graduated from North Fay­
ette Schools and the University ofIowa. She now 
lives in Thousand Oaks, California, and is in 
therapeutic recreation at a private hospital Amy 
Elizabeth Falb graduated from the North Fay­
ette Schools and Nonhwestern Univenity ID 
Evanston, lL. She now works at Rotary Interna­
tional in Evanston. She was married to Gregory 
Young on October 7, 1995, in West Union. They 
reside in the Chicago area. 

John O. Falb is still the owner of John Falb 
Company, with dealenhips in both West Union 
and Elgin. 
Submitted by John and Sally Falb 

JOHN AND MARY (WALmER) FALB 

John and Mary (Walther) Falb were married 
October 30, 1894, ID Elkader, Iowa. Their chil­
dren were Herbert (1898-1981), George (1899-
1985), Marie (1901-1991 ), Walter (1903-1969) 
and John Jr. (1909-1980). John was a caltle buy­
er and a butcher for Falb's Meat Marketl in a 
buildinS he bought on Center Street, EI8lD, in 
1893 With his brother, Fred Falb, and in which 
the family still lives. Falb's Market continued in 
business by son, Herbert, and gnlndson, Leo, for 
more than 75 yean. 

I '. 
~ r 
Front: Waltl John Jr., John Sr. and Marie Falb; back: 
Mary (WaitDer), Herb and Geol1e 

In 19 12 he bought hisflQt automobil~l and lat­
er became a General Motors automobile dealer 
(John Falb and Sons, with Herbert, George, Wal-

ter) with branches in West Union and Gut! 
befJ. !ohn Jr. Falb operated Falb Motor Co 
Postville for several decades. In the 19905 
deaJenhip in Wut Union, run by granru 
John O. Falb, was combined with the E 
prq~ as John Falb Co. John Falb Sr. also t 
farm Implements. 

In 1945 grandson, (Robert, son of Herb! 
started a farm implement business on lo' 
Street El,&in, now located in West Elgin opt' 
ed with bisson, RC?lerFalb. John Falb sC: wa! 
town marshall] ~ life long member of the Mil! 
i~ Lodge, and nU wife, the Eastern Star. He, 
tJnued to farm around Elgin. 

John and Mary's 4 children: 
Marie,graduated from UIU, was a teacher 

married Emmet Morris who was a schoolldl 
istrator in Chicago area; daughter Jean . 
Iiams. ' 

Herbert, married Esther Feller Elkader 
wa~ Falh's Market owner, liquor store man:. 
ElgID, and auto dealer, West Union; child 
Leo and Robert. 

Walter married Bernice Phillips, Post' 
vaduated UIU, was a teacher, auto dealer 
!caser, sold insurance, and was presidenl I 
School Board 25 yean, children: Jane WhiJ 
Marilyn Larson, Kent. 

John Jr. graduated from SUI mal 
Honorine Otley (died 1994), was an ;utom, 
dealer in PostVille, on State Hiahway Com 
sion; children: John 0., Kathryn, Richard , 
C. ' 

Great-grandebildren in Fayette Co 
include Larry FaIb, Roger Falb, Elgin, and I 
great-grandchildren Wendy, Shannon 
Shane Falb, Elgin, and Tiffany (Falb) KuJ 
West Union. 

Mary Falb, expert German coot, died J 
John then married Mabel Holzer, Elgin. He 
1960. 
Submitted by G~gaM (Falb) Fostu 

WALTER AND BERNICE MAR1HJ 
(pHILLIPS) FALB 

Walter Clarence Falb wu born in E1~ 
June 7, 1903 to John and Mary (Walther) 
Hegraduated from Elgin Hitb School and l 
Iowa Univenity. On April 22, 1927 he ma 
Bernice Martha Phillips in Postville, Iowa 
was born July 23, 1903. After teaching fo 
year, Walter Joined his dad and brothers in 
Falb and Sons auto dealership. In the 194 
and Jim Bailey operated a GM dea.1ersh 
Guttenberg. Walterwas a Mason, member . 
Community Club and president of the 
School Board for 25 years. Afierselling his 
est in the ElJin garage, he sold insurance a[ 
an auto leaslDl business. He was an avid ba 
player and fan and an Iowa Hawkeyes bo 
Bernice was active in the OES, WSCS ( 
Elgin Methodist Church, Elgin Study aul 
the BATOFFE bridge club. Walter died J 
1969 and Bernice Feb. 26, 1988. Both are t 
in the Elgin Cemetery. 

Their children are: Jane K., born 11129/ 
married Jack C. Whipple, three children, 
grandchildren; Marilyn M. , born 4/ 141 
married R. D. Larson, five children, nine f 
children; and Kent P., born 6/2411940, m 
Maxine B. Vlasak, two children. Both dau 
taugbtschool for 30 years. Kent has been 81 
trainer forthe Detroit Lions football team 
years and active in the National Trainers A 
ation. 
Submitted by Jane Whipple 

GERALD AND lNABEL (GRIFFIN) F) 

Gerald I...eonard F aIck was the second so­
to Otto and Ethel (Hesner) Falck at U! 
Moved to a farm neat ArlinglOD then t( 
present home near Aurora. Otto and Ethc 
lived on this farm for over 50 years and a 
enjoying it. 
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Inabel (Griffm) Falck was born on a farm near 
Masonville, the ilfth child of Walter and Hazel 
(Moorhouse) Griffin. Lived in the Masonville, 
tamont and Stanley area where Walter Griffin 
lived until his death in 1968. 

Jerry and Inabel Falck farmed most oftbeir 
lives in Fayette County. They were married al 
the Stanley Union Church June 24th, 1951. At 
that time Jerry was working a! the Coast to Coast 
store in Oelwein and Inabel was leaching at 
Hazleton. Latcrthey started fanning near Straw­
berry Point, then to a small farm near Aurora. 
Jerry went \0 college al Upper Iowa and after 
graduation started teaching In the Oelwein Com­
munity school system where Inabel had been 
teachioJ. 

Moving to Stanley in \967, they lived tbere 
until retirement in 1991. 
Th~are the parents of four cbildren. Janet 

(Falck Freeman and husband, Dan, live in Wor­
land. yoming, with son, Jacob. Janet is a grad· 
ualeofNorthem Iowa and at present working on 
her masten. She is in social work and Dan is 
~ . ' :uant superintendent for the training school 

·ys. 
e and Janette (Serra) Falck live on the 

fal. • .uly farm with their four childreo, Tony 14, 
Joaona II , Michael 9, and Emily 8. Steve has his 
BA and Janette is teaching at Upper Iowa work· 
ing on her PHD. 

Jodi (falck) Muller and husband, Brian, have 
two children, Morgan 2 In and Zackary 6 
months. Jodi has her masten and is a speech 
pathologist for Area III working at the East 
Buchanan schools. Brian is a funeral director at 
SheUy's Funeral Home in Manchester and also 
works for Leonard Witt Funeral Home in 
Elkader. 

Their son, Richard, is in the group home in 
Oelwein and is workinj for Goodwill. Inabel is 
on the Oelwein Goodwill Advisory Board and 
Jerry is president of the Alternative Living Cor· 
poration. A good maoy houn are spent as a vol· 
unteer for the handicapped. 

Over the years they have been very active in 
their church and community and have enjoyed 
spending many hours seTVlng on boards and 
committees. 
Submitted by [nobel Falck 

JOHN AND HERMINA cPOSD FALCK 

John A. Falck was born at Lamont, Iowa, on 
December 9, 1931, the son of Otto and Ethel 
(Hesner) Falck. He married Hermina Post at 
Altus, Arkansas, on A~riI7, 1956. 

They purchased then present fann in Section 
26 of Scott Township in 1966. John is a veteran 
?fthe Korean War and served from 1952-1954 
Itt the United States Army. They ;m members of 
0, ,. COl."cred Heart Church in Oelwein. 

and Hermina are the p;mnts of two 
.en and two sons, John Jr. (1961) &ad 

~VlD John (1964), both deceased in infancy. 
Christi Marie, born August 31 , 1958, married 

T. I . Stecklein June 14, 1986. They arc the par· 

John and HennLna Falck 

enuofthrce sons; Zachary John, born December 
7, 1987; Shawn Kenneth, born December 9, 
1989; and Derek James, born March 2, 1992. 

Cannen Lynn, born February 3, 1960, mar· 
riedTim JackJune 21 , 1980. Ther are parents of 
Amanda Renee, born March 4, 1981; and 
Adam Timothy born February S, 1984. Carmen 

. married Steven KopfOctober 8, 1988. They are 
the parenu of Stephanie Lynn, born September 
2, 1990; and Sophie Mariel born May 14, 1992. 
Submitted by Hermina Falck 

OlTO AND ETHEL (HESNER) FAlCK 

In 1852,34 year old Lorenz Falck and his wife, 
Sally Glass, emigrated from their family village 
in Balbronn, Province of Aisace, Germany, with 
their young sons to America. Along with Lorenz 
Falck s young family was his younger brother, 
Jacob, and Sally's brother, Loll:nz Glass. 

Otto .nd Ethel Falck 

They located in Iowa on a farm ncar Fort 
Atkinson, Winneshiek County, lA. The children 
ofLoll:uz Sr. all: Lorenz Jr. , Charles, Fll:derich, 
Mary, Elizabeth and Jacob. 

Lorenz 1r. met and married Mollie Zelliott 
from Allegheny, PA. Their children were Wil· 
liam, Caroline, Emma, Ida and Elizabeth. 
Loll:UZ Jr.'5 wife, Mollie, died in childbirth with 
Elizabeth. Loll:UZ later married AlIna Falck and 

they had II children: Sophia, Fred, Theodore, 
Charles, Walter, Margaret, Saloma. Walter, Fll:' 
da, Leon and Lydia. 

William C. Falck., son of Loll:nz Jr., started 
farming for himself on an 80 acre farm near St. 
Sebald we5t ofStrawbeny Point. On October 13~ 
1897, he married Anna Emilie Sophie Wolf 01 
Aurora. They had II childll:n: Elsie, Emilie, 
Dorothy, Lydia, Lewis, Helene, Otto, Erma, 
Myra and Carl· ~one died in infancy). 

Otto 1.. Falck, son ofW. C. Falck, was born in 
Fayette County, November 2, 1908. He married 
his high school sweetheart, Ethel HesDer, May 5, 
1928. They began farming near Lamont. They 
moved to the farm, where they currently reside, 
in March 1940. 

Otto and Ethel raised five sons and one dauJh. 
ter. William "BiU", born July 27,1929, mamed 
Sharon Lee (Shari'f) JUDe 29, 1958. Gerald, born 
August 20, 1930, married Inabel (Griffin) on 
June 24, 1951. John, born December 9, 1931, 
married Hermina (Post) onApril 7, 1956. James, 
born February 4, 193$, married Ruth (Chris' 
topherson) May 4, 1963, divorced 1993, married 
Velma (Blenfurg) July 30, 1994. Robert,. born 
September 21 1939, married Sandra (Lunn) 
October 16, 1964. Marcia. born May 20,1945, 
married Lucian An$elo October 24, 1970, 
divorced 1978. Mamed David Haier June 5, 
1987. 
Submitted by St~n. Falck 

STEVEN AND JANEITE SERRA·FALCK 

Steven 1.. Falck &ad Janette K.. Serra met on 
July 5, 1989, at Driver's Improvement SchooJ in 
Waterloo, Iowa. Within seventeen days they 
were engaged and on October 14, 1989, they 
were wed a! the Stanley Union Church at 1:30 by 
Pastor Timothy Stewart. 

Steve became an instant father of four chil­
dren; Anthony"Tony" Charles(9), JoAnna Eliz­
abeth (6), Michael John (4), and E:mily Rene (3). 
All five moved in with Steve on the Morgan 
farm. In November 1992, they moved to the 
home place 112 mile east of Stanley. 

On August 10, 1992, Steven leully adopted 
the children at the court house in West Union. In 
court Steven proclaimed to the children, "In this 
world I have two things that mean the most to 
me, Janette, my wife, and you, my children, and 
my name-of which I'm deeply honored to be 
able to share with you." 

Steven is a graduate bf political science at 
Upper Iowa University &ad a sixth generation 
farmer. He also raises llamas. Steve is a member 
of the Oelwein School Board, a religious educa· 
tor and youth group leader for Sacred Heart 
Church, a coach for little league, a member of the 
Exchange Duh, and assistant fire chief with the 
Stanley Volunteer Firefighters. 

Janette is an assistant professor of psycho logy 
at Upper Iowa Univenity. She is working on her 
Ph.D. at Drake University. Ianette is a youth 
group leader and a volunteerat the grade schools. 

Tony is a 4.0 student and a four sport athlete. 
He plays the baritone and the piano. JoAnna is 
on the honor roll and plays the drums. She also 
sews and likes 10 perform in plays. MichaeJ is a 
collector of many things. He loves sports and 
plays the piano. Emily plays the piano and enjoys 
reading. 
Submitted by St~n Falck 

ELMER AND GEORGIA (GRANl) FAn 

Elmer and GCOl'lia (Grant) FarT came to Fay· 
ette County in tbeearly 1900sto a farm northeast 
of Waucoma from Vernon County, WI. 

Their children were Carol, Clifford and Don· 
ald E.; Ralph died in inf&acy. 

Carol was a school teacher and later married 
Fritz Krause; they farmed near Renwick, lAo 

Clifford, a buttermaker, married Jessie Broob 
of Ottumwa, lA. Their daughter, Martha (Farr) 
Pittman, resides in Pittsburgh PA. 
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