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Thomas, Roger - Elkader (D)
District 24

Term: Serving fifth term in House. Profession: Economic De-
velopment/Main Street Director, farmer, and paramedic. Educa-
tion: Graduated from Valley Community High School. Received
B.S. in public administration from Upper lowa University. Mili-
tary Service: Served in the U.S. Air Force. Memberships and
Activities: Trustee for Northeast lowa Community College, Foun-
dation board member NICC, Central Ambulance Service. Served
as president of the Northeast lowa Emergency Medical Council,
Clayton County Farm Bureau board member, 4-H leader, Exien-
sion Council member, and fire fighter. Member of the advisory
board for the National Ag Safety Center and Farm Bureau. Birth
and Residence: Born in 1950 in Oelwein Resides in Elkader.
Family Members: Wife Rosemary; two sons, one daughter, and
four grandchildren.
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ears on Fayette County Extension Council, and
erved as adjutant of American Legion Sheehan-
)lson Post 375. He was an ardent sportsman,
hunting, fishing & raising dogs) and was inter-
'sted in conservation. At the time of his tragic
i~ he was widely known as a breeder of
d shire hogs and owned one of the finest
ae:—. in NE Jowa. Their sons are in the restau-
rant, g_gcery and catering business: Michael and
Lana Thoma of LeClaire, IA, have a son, Keith,
Daughter, Brandi (June 17,1975/Dec. 14,1975)
lied during open heart su&ery at age six months.
Jeffrey Thoma, Durant, IA has children, Bryan,
Aaron and Kristin. Christie and Carol Thoma,
Durant, IA, have children, Scott and Elizabeth.

Submitted by Chrystol (Miller) Thoma Hansen

CLARENCE AND DOROTHY (GEPHART)
THOMAN

Clarence Charles Thoman, born August 11,
906, Elgin, Fayette County, Iowa, son of Timo-
thy and Salome (Frieden) Thoman, married

Dorothy Marium (Gephart) Kuhens, of Elgin,
owa, June 23, 1983.

Clarence and Dorothy Thoman

Tim, as his father was called, immigrated from
theinland Pfalz, Germany, at the age of seven-
.een to elude the political turmoil of the time.
"Jpon arrival in Elgin he was employed as a well
iriller. Salome Frieden’s parents immigrated
-om Switzerland. She was born in rural Fayette
‘ounty, near Elgin. o
At the age of three Clarence moved with his
arents to a farm in Illyria Township, Section 5,
15t off Route 56, where he lived and farmed for
xty-two years, He attended Fayette Count
ural schools and graduated from Elgin l-hgl!::
School in 1924,

Besides farming, Clarence also worked for the
“ayette Cmmtsye icultural Stabilization and
“onservation Service for sixteen years.

In 1969, Clarence and his sister Alta bought a
ome in Elgin where he still lives with his wife,
Jor * y. Dorothy, daughter of Floyd and Eva
Va  rert) Gephart, was born August 23, 1909,
Qi ..ud, Iowa.

Both Clarence and Dorothy have been
avolved in community activities. Thcgr orga-
1ized the Elgin Historical Society in 1984, and
e was elected the first President.

Clareseies beem aritng time Snranbarisbithe Col

ilgin Community Club and the Illyria Commu-

‘it Mhnreeh whara ha carved in caveral canaris

ARTHUR AND GLADYS (WITTORF)
THOMAS

Arthur _I.logg Thomas and Gladys Wittorf
were married Sept. 4, 1940, in St. John’s Luther-

an Church, Arlington. They are the parents of
three children, Ronald Eugene, presently livin?_
g Glendale, Iirizo%a,RBarbm LechCampbeIl t}?

avenport, IA, and Roger Dean living on the
tggm near Elkader?IA. e

home

Arthur and Gladys Thomas - 40th Wedding Anniver-
sary, July 1980

Art and Gladys were farmers at heart, raising
and showing lois cattle for many ;
They also operated several supper clubs in the
area for? ximately 30 years, namely Airport
Inn near der, Swiss Miss at National, IA, and
the Valley Inn in Wadena. All were famous for
the bar-b-que ribs and fish and chicken buffets.

Gladys later went back to school and became
anursing home administrator in New Hampton,
IA. Arthur continued farming and worked as a
carpenter building many new homes in the
Strawberry Point area, He was a member of the
National and State Charolois Associations, serv-
ing as junior Charolais leader for many years.
Gladys was also involved, serving as the execu-
tive secretary of the association for eight years.
Iliness forced Arthur to retire and he passed away
March 8, 1989.

Gladys is active in many civic affairs, serving
as an advocate for senior citizens on several area
and state councils. She was an older Iowan legis-
lator, prescntlﬂ_serves as coordinator of the Fay-
ette Food Shelf and resides in Wadena.

Arthur was the son of Prentis and Martha
Thomas. Gladys is the adopted daughter of
Jacob and Esther Wittorf.

Submitted by Gladys Thomas

HOWARD F. AND MARIE (BRACKIN)
THOMAS

Marie Clara Brackin was born October 11,
1915, daughter of Louise Miller and John Butler
Brackin. She married Howard Franklin Thomas
Se;;ten;lber 17, 1932, in the Christian Church at

weln.

Howard Franklin Thomas, son of James and
Luseva (Voshell) Thomas, was born in Clayton
Countyon Februﬁ 2, 1909. He was the oldest of
ten for Arh.ngr?z and
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Front: Marie and Howard Thomas; Middle: Mary
Fisher and Vicki Hunt; Back: Robert Thomas, Nan:
Greenfield, Wayne, Garth and Duke Thomas - Ssz
Wedding Anniversary, 1987

care of himself. He started working in 1925 for
James Kennedy, who was “road boss” for Fay-
ette County, driving horses, when winter came
he stayed at the Kennedy’s cutting wood, taking
g}ﬁ of the horses and driving Dr., %Vood on night
Around 1928 the County purchased an exca-
vator, which Tommy operated; they discontin-
ued the use of horses. In the winter months he
helped farmers for his room and board.

In 1930 the “road gang” camped in Brackin’s
yard and he began dating Marie.

He loved movies and dancing and was well
known for boxing and grofessional poker play-
ing. He gave up both of these before they were
married.

In August of 1932 the banks closed and the
road work was over. Tommy used his last pay-
check to pay his creditors, buy a marriage
license, pay the preacher and had three dollars
left. There was no work anywhere!

In 1933 they buried their baby in the West
Union Cemetery. In 1934 Tommy hired outto a
farmer who had a house to live in. Wayne was
born and after two years he went to Wadena
farm, which was sold to Chi people. The
county engineer offered him his job back but
Tommy said he liked farming better. Three chil-
dren were born at Wadena, Mary, Robert and
Nancy, all delivered by Dr. Wood. In 1944 the
farm was sold and the Chicago people wanted
him tg‘fo on an 800 acre farm in Illinois. They
decided they would move back to Wadena in
another year - but in April 1945 their three old
daughter broke her neck; in July Vicki was born;
in Aufust Marie was in a car accident leaving her

crippled; and in April 1946 Tommy had his right
arm badly mangled, leaving a 50% permanent
disability. The Chicago man wanted him to con-

tinue as working manager. Marie was the farm
bookkeeper. He never was on welfare; paid his
doctor bills, Howard, Jr. (or Duke) was born in
1947, Garth was born in 1949. He was very
gl;‘oud of his children. They all graduated from
gh school. Howard’s farm operations and live-
stock raising were outstanding in the area.

To settle the estate, the farm was sold in 1973.
Tomélay retired within a mile of the place
farmed. He passed away in 1988.

Our children: Wayne served four years on the
submarine, Cusk, during the Korean clean-up.
He now is an electrical maintenance man. Ro
ert served two years in the infantry in Germany
and during the Cuban crisis. He is a farm
mechanic and parts manager. Howard Thomas,
Jr. (Duke) served two years with the Hawks in
Texas during the Vietnam period. He is a plumb-
er. Garth had six years in the National Guard
during the period of college riots and was a honor
guard at Senator Everett Dirksen’s funeral. He is

mhmatthbwﬁ!ﬁstomam%bf lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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