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3. Significant events for example: 

6. Public Offices 
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·•. ;· _· : .. : · .. · : .• mernber'onhe urbandale·! . 

. ·. · ... ~~t~j;!'i~~=;:!~(!!::~· 
·,.- ......... ~anng·,and,•nvo.J:vedtn~our · 

.~·_,.,·· ·· · <1vorld.";.:>·f:~:·.<:i. ·.·.< :.;;:.~:·. 
:.'i':-: :. :·'·' Szymoniak.-was bom.irb·. 

'·::. . ... ·. ; . \ ·, ~-·~bos'collel; :Wis: .She earned: ~ 
.·_ , ,,: . ,: • \ _-. it hacbelor's.degree in ~du;. ~ .. :; 

. ,, ; ~ --;. •. ,,- ·~.'!. .. ":? ... ,.:«.,,.-~ 1_,.~,: ·. :' 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.



ld ... .. '. ' ' ' ' "· ·lVor •. · : ·. · . " · . : .: .. · 
i Szymoniak was born in 

. · ':aoscobel. .Wis. She earried 
· · · · ~ bachelor's degree in edu;. 

. : c. ·a~ioh a~d .t>.ublic, speaki~g 
·. from the Umvers1ty ofWiS· 

. . eonsln. She:workedln pub· 
., : :lie . schools. in· Wisconsin, 

Ne~ York ·~ndKansas. S~e ·1 

.worked at the Anny Hos~ · 
· pi tal. 'Aural· Rehabilita~i.on · ... 
·Center; in Oklahom·a. and 
• Wisconsin General Ho·spital. 
arid Medical School.. · ·: . ., 
J In.Iowa, Szyllloniakspent 

,.· hiore than: 30 years assist~ 
• · . <. jng people wit.h ·disabilities . 

· · · . throughthes~ate Vocational 
. ~ehabilitation Agency; Szy-· .. 

. :. · P,oniak,. eaf!l.f!«ta~master.'s · 
· · .~ · · :~egree ' from.: Iowa. State 

'. 

·· University and beeaine. the 
$econd woman elected to 
the ties Moines council.· ' 

. ··• ; ~Sh~ was an early mentor~: 
of mine and a good' friend," . 

·Said Christine ·Hensley~ ·a . 
eurrerit Des. Moines . city .. 

· ~ouhcilwoman .. : · "When 
·· I first decided to· run· for.· 
· bouncil, Elaine· was the.· 
. I . . · .. ··· . . 
firsf person I: sought. ·out 
for advice;" . 

· ·. Elected .. to the :·Senate · · 
· representi.ng.Des ·Moines; .· 

· · ·. ·. northwest· side, she spent·· 
' ntore . 'than . a . decade.'' 
· .:working · on he~lth .'and.:·,. . . . . . . . . 

. . . ·: , htiman .·· services . causes.:. N1cole Gregory, 18,daps as graduates start. th: 
' , ... ·In 1993, she sponsored· 

. Iowa's Welfare Reform Act. ----··---- -----·-----·--·--~-·----·--------~-

. s. · ~e s~rved' o .. n the board ?f GL. · END~ " T ·E ·1 Glenda I' 
. . . ·dtrectors for the Chrysalts: · · . ~ · . · 

· .. , Foundati?n•. a.group dedi~. FROM PAGE 18 4909 Un~V· 
· . .' ·cated. to providing Jeader- ~ Cemetery gates. 

· shipopportunities f()r girls tablished in 1904and has · · 
.and. pushed for :Jegislati.ori · abqut 80-,000 grave 'sites. 

· · to fund and bring the·.world · . Des Moines resident Mark 
. Food Prize to Des Moines.·. · Havinghursf visits Glendale 

.... ·.. .. . . : ·She was inducted into the ·several times each week to 
... . .. ; · · · ·Iowa Women's Hall of Fame care for plants for his de~ . . . . . 

• Wate·r truck stati 
throughout the C< 

business hours, 8 
need to use the:w 
lot off University' 

''"t 

. in· 1999. ·.·: '. . . . ceased loved ones. He said . • Vis1t.t>rs must bn 
. . · Szymonia. k. <_iS · s. urvived·.·.·j lines easily could form at ·Call the Glenda It 

:. . · : by her fiye children, ·three the temporary water sta-
.. ·.grandchildren,:.'th~ee :step-. r tions during the ~oliday . ' 

grandchildreri and: .three . I . weekend. . . . . turn for the. we 
·· .;~.rrr-:1:~rkhHrlr~n ·. 1 "f':~rc; O'M h:lrl-"("~ ,,~ .. ; . .,". c,.,n r:-·>~.- . .,."...,,., 
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. Center- .in Oklaho·m·a .. and 
: ... ·: Wisconsirf Gent!ral Hdspltal . 

. · ~uid Medical School. · . : " 
.-·.· .. J In Iowa, Szyrrior)iakspe.nt~' · 

' .·· ·. '' more 'than:ao years assist;.' 
... · · ·:. ·. ··tng people.wit,-.·disabilities. 
. . . . through the state Vocational: 
. · · . : : · Rehabilitation Agency. Szy- . 

·. '. •, , • ,\ m,oniak earned a·.mas~er's '.\ I 

: . · · .tiegree from Iowa. ~tate 
. · .. · University and became the , 

· ,-: ~econd wortuin elected to .·y. 
the Des Moines counCil.· · . · 

. . . . · · ·. : ~'She was an early mentor: 
'' . ·. of mine·and a good' friend:" 

. _· : ~aid· Christine · H~risley~. ·a 1. 
: . · curre·nt Des Momes . ctty 

· · ~ouncilwoman .. : ·, · "When · 
· J .first :decid~d · t.o ·run·. for. T-

cm.inctl, Elame :was ·the . 
.. , .· .. ' . . '. :. . •, ' ' 

first person I.· sought. out. L 
for advice./' '' ' . ' ' ' 

...• _· .: ... Elecied ... to. the·.~.·senate. 
· . representing Des·Moines; ·. 

· · · ... northwest· side, . she sperit ·· 
. more ' 'than .. a' decade 

· .. -: .···h~~~~g s~~ic~~a.1~a~=~:::} .Nicole GregorY, 1s,_ctapsas.graduat~s sta~. th{ 
, . ·In ··1993; she, sp(mso~~d . . . . . . 
• ·: · Jowa 's Welfare Reform Act.·· --.,·-·--··-.. ·--·---... ---~-

· .. s~es~rveci'ontheboard?f· ·a··. L•' v·ND~".· .. ,.· 'E' . ·'IGiendale 
. . . · dtrectors for the Chrysahs: · · · '£I · . nl.J . · . · 

. .· · Foundati()n, a-group dedi~ FROM PAGE 18 ·. • 4909 Un~V< 
· .. ·c::ated to Pf:OvidingJeader-. . • · . ~Cemetery gates; 
· . · ship. opportunities. for girls ·· . tab lis h. ed in 19. 04 and. has · w· t · t. · k. t t·. · · d h ·d r · ·1 · · 1 · · · · · . · . . • a er rue s a ll 

.. an pus e ·~r-. egt~ at~on .abQut 80~.000 gr~ve sites. . throughtiutthe ce 
. · . to fund and bnng the World . . Des Momes resident Mark· b. · h. · ... 8 · Fi d p · ·t· · 0 M · .- · . · · H . . · . . . ustness ours, , 

. . . oo .. ·· . nz~ o . e~ . 01nes. > · . avmgh~rst visitsGlendale need to use the:w. 
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in· 1999. ·.·. ceased loved ones; He said · . • Visitprs must brir 
.. Szymoniak ' "is . SUrVived. lin:es easily could fdrm at .. '.Calf the Glenda It 

. _ / by.'her fiyechH.dren 1.three: the 'temporary water sta- . 
_- .. -.grandchildren, th~ee ·step-. tions durjng . the . ·~oliday . . . . . 

. .. grandchildren· and .three .weeken(J. . .. · .. · . . . .. tum for.the.wo 
· great--gra-ndchildren: . · :"Cars get backed up just ·'fall. Fixing pne 

. ·. Friends may caB from 5 to : trying .. to_J~~ye · th~r cern- .. · line pnor.to wir 
' · .. 8 ·p.m. today at Holy Trinity · _etery/' he said. · · · . · entire system lc 

· · CatholicChurch; 2926 Bea- . ·. Glendale's ·main .. water .. · additional brea 
ver Ave .. A prayer· vigil will... line -has · . been·:· reparred. . . «..We believe t · 

. , <follow·at .8· p.rri. Memoriar ·several' tiines since it was · tem:has reache 
. '' s~rvices are set for 10 a.'rri: .. 1·. installed. in the . 1930s: ·.· ... needing. 'to be 
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·' 

wtth a 1 PM Vigil service at • : . ·· . 
. Westover ·Funeral Home. 276.;4567 · ' '+ '"' •• > 

' ', ', • :' ;I ,.' . . 
' ....... ' 

. Wt~~~tovor ChaPel . . .!own 50595. . . ·. 
63371tlckman ~loAd'· ·charlie ncv<•r ffi(,t 

· ile:sfuneralhomes.com · . . · . · . ' . ' stranger.· Jfe has.l<~l 
behind a legacy of. happ 

.. memories .. He ·will. b 
. mlssed b,l au: · Elaine E~ Szymonlak· .• . '. · 

·.10 AM Saturday at · · · ·· ·· · .. 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church · . ·.·. ·. · ·· · · . · .. 

. Family Greeting at the .church 5·8. PM. Frld•y .... 
. with an a PM VlgU.Servlce · .. · . : · · ·'· 
. Westover Funeral Home 27$~4567: · · . · · · 
ilesfuneralhomes.cotn .· · · · · · · 

') ,. 

·. ·. 
. Elaine. Szymonlak .. · . · 

. · . . DeS: Moines . . . · . · ·. 
'•,'' .. 

' , ' • ' ' ' ,\ ' I' I of •• ,.·,• , 

· .. El$1ne Szymonlak died May 20,. 2009 at Mercy· Hospice .. She was 88~ :Elaine · 
W$S a wife; mother~ granc:fmott1ar, friend, mentor, legislator and a wQman that 

· made a difference· In the lives of r:nany; · . ·• · · , · · .. . . . . · . . ·. 
· ·,.Memorial services will be·held af10AM on Saturday May 23rd at Holy Tr.in· 
ltyCatholicOhurch, .. .. . .·. : . . ·· .· · ·· ·.· .· . ·.. . :. . .·' .. 

. . Elaine was born on May· 24, 192() In Boscobel. Wisconsin arid was' a· i. rad\..-
a.te of. the University ofW. isconsln ln.1941; ,S~$.married c~slmll' (C~uck ·Szy~ 
monlak on. December 7., .~ 943. Elaine Is .survtved ·~y her ftve children, .. a thy 
S~ymonlak'Keeley(Stanley) of Social Circle; GA. Peter Szymonlak.(Oonna) of 

.. Mtrton Ft;·john Szymonlak (MaryAntl) of Bois~ ID •. Mary Polson of Urbandale: 
. ·Tom Szymoniak'(Sharon Leighty) of 13.end OR; .three grandchildren, .. three step 

. . . .. · gran!:tchlldr.en ·and three. great.grandchtldren; · . · . · · • ·· . . . · · . : . . • : . 
. ·L . ·Elaine was.a speech and hearing specialist,:counselor, .and administrator for 

· ... ·· .· . · ·.·. ·' .. · low• Departrrient-ofVoeatlonai·Aehabllltatlon.from 1957 to 1988; Sh$ actively· 
worked with the deaf communitY- and at one time. was the state's.sole· rehab counselor for the deaf..ln ·~ 
1977, Elaine earned her masters degree in family environment fro!'fl Iowa State University .. She ,served 

. on the Des Moines City Council from 1977: to'1988 representing .. the First Ward. She was the second· 
·· ~oman,to serve 0!1 the 91tyCouncl! arid the only woman serving during her' . ·.·. ·. ·. ·: · . · · 

t1me on the council. · ·· ·. . . ' · . . . . · · · . . · · . .· . . .. :. : · · · · · . , . . .. 
· . In the. Iowa State Senate from 1988 to 2000, Elalne.represented the northwest area of Gre·ater Des 
Moines, Her main. areas of .concern while serving In public office were in health, ·education :and human · 
resources; This Is reflected· in the committees she served on in the ·.senate: Appropriations Co.mmittee on 
Human Servi.ces (vice-chair), Education, Human Resources (chair), Judiciary. local Government.and the 
Ways and Means Committee .. Elaine was·a bold and prog~essive leader- spearheadin~ many n~w ini-
tiative·s.. . · . · . , . . · . . · . . . · · . · •. . , . :. . . . · . . . . . .. . . 

· One of her more significant achievem~nts as a.State Senat·orwas to sponsor Iowa'~ Welfare ·Reform 
. efforts 9f.1993 .. Tt:le.catalystforrefoi'm occurred as .. Eiaine r~ad about an Innovative idea and decided· 
· · tha,t' Iowa· needed change .. Based on he·r research· and. understanding of the needs of .all Iowan's; she· 
:o'rganl~ed a· process used to design and revamp the state's health programs .. During tough negotiations,. 
she. played an active role ir:t ·keeping all p~rtles at the t~ble and her. efforts were indlspensabl!" In finally 
passing the Iowa Human Jnvestmenf Act wtth no dissenttng votes In the Senate. · . . · · · · . · · . .. . · · · 

· .·'. Elaine was known for hen~lgnlflcant public se .. rvice. including crafting the legisl.atlon that fun.ded and . 
. . brought the World Food Pr!ze to Iowa .. She serVed pn many nonprofit board of directors or was a mem~. · 
. ·· bar of The Ch,.Ysalis Foundation, Iowa Coun~ll.. of International Understandil'lg. United Way; Girls .Scouts, 
· the Nexus Breakfast Club and the Task Force ·for .Iowa's Responsible Fathers program. She' received 
numerous honors. including 'the YWCA Woman of :Achievement'and: she ·was .inducted into the Iowa 

·women's Hall of Fame In 1999: · · · .. · . · · · · · · . ' .··. . • ·· ·. · •. · · · • · ..... · 
· . An avid outdoor enthusiast, Elaine can·oed and whitewater ratted throughoutthe. West with a group of . 

·. women. called the R!ver Spir,lts •. · She loved sleeping outside· Lind~r. the stars. walking in· the wood$, and 
learned to pilot a whitewater ~aft when she wa$ 77 ... · .• ···. -·-- · · · .. · · · . · .. · · · · · · . . .·. 

· .. Family witt receive .friends .·of Elaine ~rom· SPM ·t<f8PM on Friday May: 22n~ .at Holy· Trln'lty Catho!ic ' 
Church:: This will be followed by a vlgtl prayer service ·for Elaine at 8PM. In lieu of flowers; a memonal . 
·contribution on behalf of Elaine Szymonlak may be made to the ChrysaliJ F6uridatle)n, 300 .E Locust. SH#, 

· 150, Des Moines, IA50309.: . .. . . . ·' .. . · · : ILI!lS. . ••. . • ·. · .. ··. · . · •.. ·'·. . . . .··· .. ·. · . · ·· . . 
· · : • :.....A..:. . Wfliltovllr Chapel, · .. · ... ·. · · • Y 6337 Hickman R!lud 

AltO<>na. 
~-:: {: ~·. .... ~ '"~~ ~!\~·~ 

.. Fu~a.nom• ··Name.. . ' .. 
· Braoka · · ·• ' ·f Marshal. WindhOrst 

. ~"~~~ 1't~~~~~'s Hi~hf-hd PRr,C· ·, F~'fl~ .'M!.1!'~~ ' .. 

. C~;·.·1, • :: /·'. : Funeral Home 
Omaha, NE · · ·Walker' Merrick· 
o~{-.:~,~~~. .. r.J:;·; 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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Elaine SZYMONIAK 
Birth Date: 24 May 1920 
Death Date: 20 May 2009 
Social Security Number: 387-16-2192 
State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: Wisconsin 

Death Residence Localities 
ZIP Code: 
Localities: 
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