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glob ,gazette cOm MASON CITY/CLEAR LAKE, IOWA 

Public servant, ex-legislator Clark dies 
By JAN HORGEN 
Of The Globe, Gazelle 

ROCKWELL - The passionate, pl ain­
spoken voice offormer Iowa legislator Betly 
Jean "Bejc" Clark is now silent. 

Clark, 84, died Sunday at Mu se Norris Hos­
pice Inpatient Unit. 

A public servant to the core, Cla rk was 
known for her bipartisan efforts for the youth 
of Iowa, on women's issues and education dur­
ing her seven terms in the Iowa House of Rep­
resentati ves from 1976 to 1990, 

Alt houg:h she was a Republican, Clark often 
reached across the aisle to Democrats on issues 
s he felt needed to be address~d , 

"When Beje got up to speak , 
it was quiet in the Statehouse. 
People listened. because she 
was not up often,~ said Harriet 
Stromer, wife of the late Del 
Stromer. a fellow Republican 
who served in the House of 
Rcprc!'cntatives with Clark. 

~E\'eI"}1hing was busi ness. 
Clark unti l she thought of a joke," 

Stromer said. "Beje was a fun 
person; could be quite a tease when s he wanted," 

Den Koenigs, a SL An sgar Democrat who 
served many years in the House with Clark , 
remembers that sense of humor and that 

. strong sense of purpose. 

STATUS OF WOMEN: A SPECIAL REFORI 

ins· . , 
ty' 
ts 

"Bejc ..... as terribly kind and \'ery, very con­
cerned about poor people and ..... hat could bE' 
done to help.~ K()('nigs said, ~She was a person 
of real purpose." 

And intcwi t y. thoi'e ..... ho knew Clark say. 
, M\Vhe,n Beje belie\'ed in something, you kn(-..... 

exactly where s he stood,~ Rep, Linda L"pmeycr. 
R-Garner, said, 

Clark was a role model and mentor for 
U pmeyer. the daughter of Del and Harriet 
Stromer, who gre ..... up ..... atching her fathefiiilnd 
Clark champion causes, 

"Seje thought ..... omen brought a un ique per­
spective to go\'crnment," L"pmeyer ;:aiel. recall· 
ing that Clark continued to ha\'e an in!cn';: t in 

Sec ClARK, A.2 

Death penalty 
reinstatement 
likely to fail 

. Cl Proposal inspired 
by kidnapping, mur­
der of gi rl, 10 
By DAN GEARINO 
GIn/x Dt's .Hoim·,':: R/lr,'(w 

nF';;: 'l.lnTlIrt,.'F C;;:: _ ,\ c::,.~ , 
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ty, "he ""id . 

"I t.hink that women, 
h<!cnuse they're women, bring 
n perspective to the work 
force thnl iN very import.ant 
and very needed ," Anderson 
!-laid, "I think c"pccially when 
you're talkinl-:" about Nutisfac· 
tinn a nd bei ng ahle to man­
age future worke rR." 

Knowinl-:" whal mntivate" 
ind ividua ls and rewarding 
them accordingly, whetho.r 
that means allowing ncxihili­
ty to attend a son's baseball . 
game or monetary incentives, 
is part ofthal., she said . 

Workplaces geared to being 
"ki nder, more sens iti ve" a re 
an opportun ity for women to 
usc t.heir natural skills, 

Ci ty; liulI'ml cJir.'j·/Il r, IICJ~f/1I 
Il ,,'/twr MrHJN! Cofmrial 
ChtJpd 

Oril-:"inally from Eagle 
Drove, Fnrwcl\ HtllrU!d work­
ing at. Hogan Breme r Moore 
about. 1 In ycnrH IIgfl. 

Farwell 

Un til 10 to 
I f'i yen rR ngo, 
her prnfeHHion 
involved men· 
almoNt exc\ u­
Mivcly, Nhc 
said. Today, it 
is open to 
women . 

"I we nt to 
mortuary 
sch ool in 

Pittsburgh and out Ea"t 
th C! re were more women 
en rolled than there were 
men,~ Farwell said . 

Compassion a nd unde r· 

illt.l ~ rfi!n~ . 
"I thi nk ou r~b', 

t. ril~M lind ,I'ICM a go 
making Hu re thllt ·, 
nf l!dUClitinn lire I ~'l 
IInri gt!nder-cqu ital 
nOR Mllid. 

Mnrinoli, wh() h i' 
four dnught.4mlanf 
!'laid lihc! nlwaYIi loll : 
dnuJ::htc rN they em 
th inl-: h"UY~ can do. 

Shl! sees value i 
lion", indi vidual s i 

tionR ' ~tryi ng t.o pr' 
c r!lh ip in young W I 

encouraJ.,ring t.hem 
more self·assured 
to take the ri sk th 
times men are wi! 
furthe r thei r care, 
t.heir business." 

OU.J 
Kathy Schfadw, 

Clark was 'tenacious lady' 
THEMO Clark 

From Pagc Al 

politics and the Lcbris lalu rc 
long after leaving the Sla te­
house. 

"She was a tenacious lady. 
She did· not give u p," Upmcyer 
said . Not. even when on auto· 
mobile accident. confined Clark 
to a wheelchair. 

In a ~003 Globe Gazette 
interview, C lark talked oft.he 
many issues for which she 
fOl,lght - juven ile offender nnd 
restorative j ustice programs, 
establishment. of ha lfway h,IU!!­

. es - saying lhose "a rc. what I 
am the mos t proud of." 

8eje Clark Residential Cen· 
ter in Masol). City is a t.ribute 
'to Clark's life and public serv-
ice . 

, 

That. faith in t.he goodness of 
others never·dimmed in I 

. Ylark. . .' 
r Born April 18, 1920;·in 

Kansas City, t.he Ilaughter of a 
Met.hodist minister, IIhe mar­
ried Homer Clark in 1950 and 
moved to R'ockwcll when he 
took a job,teaching in th'lj 
Mason City school MYMtem. 
, Clark's ability to. intertwine 

I . , 

her Ch rist.ian ·beliefs with 
homespun humor was never 
more evident than in her final 
address·on the floor oft.he 
Iowa House in April 1990, 
when she thanked colleagues 
fo r thei r cont.ribut.ions to her 
"spiritual growt.h." 

~I had to pray harder in this 
House than I ever had to pray 
in my ·life to get ovet bei ng 
mad at sQme of you, and on 
occasion realize it. might be 
possible that. you were right 
and I was wrong. I come out of 
here a lot better prayer than 
when I came in , because it was 
necessary," Clark said. 

Reech 480 Horgeo It 4211>534 or 
Jan.horgenOglobegeZdt.oom. 

1·8oo·824·D 
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Invi 
www. 
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Jerry Lee Dannen 
LATIMER - Jerry Lee 

Dannen, 68, of Latimer, died 
Saturday (April 9, 2005) at his 
farm in Lntimer. 

Virginia M. Farrell 

Funeral services wil1'bc at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday at the 
Zion Reformed Church in 
rural Sheffield,with the Rev. 
Arthur J. Zewert officiating. 
Burial will be at Zion 
Reformed Church Cemetery, 

, MASON CITY - Virginia 
, '\M. Farreil, 82, of 416 26th St. 

rural 
Sheffield. 

Visitation 
will be from 4 
to 8 p.m. Tues· 
day at Sietse­
ma· Vogel 
Funera1 home 
in Hampton. 

Jerry Lee 
Dannen was 
born to Peter 

and Effie (Dirksen) Dannen on 
No~. 7, 1936, at his parents' 
farm, where he lived his entire 
life. He was educated at the 
Franklin Consolidated School 
in Latimer. After graduation, 
he worked for Wilbert and 
Margot Borcherding on their 
farm. 

Jerry entered the Army in 
1960 and was stationed in . 
Germany for a short time 
until 1962. On his return 
home from the Army, Jerry 
bought the family farm ncar 
Latimer. 

He married Angeline P. 
Munnik on June 21, 1968, at 
the Little B'rown Church in 
Nashua. . . 

Jerry stopped farming In 

1973 and went to work for 
Sukup Manufacturing in 
Sheffield. He worked as n 
welder for 26 yeaI'R and 
reli-,>cl in July 1999. 

ing his life he went to 
church at Zion Rcfor~ed 
Church, rural Sheffield. 

Being outside an<;i being 
Mound his grandchildren was 
a great love to Jerry. ~orking 
on small engines, mowmg 
lawns, planting garden~, help­
;" .... hi" fnm;l v Anti 1f'!'1nmfl' to 

S.w. died Saturday evening 
(April. 9,2005) at Mercy Med. 
ical Center-North Iowa, 
Mason City. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. Wednesday at 
Fullerton Funeral Home, 123 
2nd St. S.E: in Mason City 
with the Rev. Kenneth 
Gehling officiating. Inurn- . 
ment will be at a later date 10 

Rcsthaven Cemetery, West 
Des Moines. 

The family will greet rela­
. tives and friends from noon 
until the time of the service 
on Wednesday at Fullerton 
Funeral Home. 

Those planning memorials 
or an expression of sympathy 
may direct them to the Vir­
ginia M. Farrell Memorial 
Fund 

Thoughts, c,ondoiences and 
stories may be e-mailed to the 
family at 
www.fullertonfh.com. 

Fullerton Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, 123 
2nd St. SE, Mason City, (641) 
423-8676. 

www.fullerto·nfu.com. 

Leonor Rodriguez 
ROCKWELL - Leonor 

, Rodriguez, 77, of Rockwell, 
died Sunday (April 10. 200!» 
at Mercy Medical Center-
North Iowa. . 

A funeral Mass will be held 
at 10:30 a:m. Wednesday.at 
Holy Family Catholic Church 
with the Rev .• Jon M. Seda 
officiating. 

Visitation wi ll be from 5 to 
7 p.m. Tuesday, at Hogen Bre­
mer Moore Colonial Chapel. 

THE RECORD 

Betty Jean 
'Beje' Clark 

ROCKWELL - Betty 
J ean ~Beje" Clark, 84, of Rock· 
well died Sunday jApril 10, 
2005) at Muse Norris Hospice 
Inpatient Unit, Mason City. 

A memorial service will be 
held at 1:30 p.m. Friday at 
First United Methodist 
Church, 119 S. Georgia, 
Mason City, with the Rev. Jim 
Stiles and the Rev. Jo Frahm­
Watkins officiating. 

A gathering of family and 
friends will be from 4 to 8 
p.m. Thursday at Mnjor 
Erickson Funeral Home, 111 
N. Pennsylvania Ave., Mason 
City. 

Memorials may be directed 
to the Beje Clark Memori.al 
Fund. 

Major Erickson Funeral 
Home, (641) 423·0924 . 

Steve Thompson 
KENSETT - Steve 

Thompson, 53, of rural . 
Kensett, died Sunday (April 
'10 2005) at his home. 

Funeral arrangemenL<; are 
incomplete with Conner Colo­
nial Chapel, 1008 1st Ave. 
South, Northwood. 

Conner Colonial Chapel, 
(6"11) 324-1543. 

www.colonialchapels.com. 

nJESDAY 
HOLSTAD,Marian A.. 85, 

of LakeMill s, 1:30 p.m. at 
Salem Lutheran Church, 
Lake Mills. 

LEE, Albert 8., 91, of 
Riceville, 2 p.m. a~ Sa:atoga 
Presbyterian Church In 

Saratoga, Iowa. 

Items tor tne calendar snould be 
sont at least two weeks prior to tne 
event to DAILY CALENDAR. Globe­
r,,,?,,Hp PO R,," ? 71 . u,~~ ... '-">;-.' 

Johnson SUI 
standards Ie 

IOWA CITY (AP) - The Jot 
Board of S upervisors wants to r 
doned mobile homes safer after 
10·yea r-old girl who was a.beluc1 
Cedar Rapids home was dlscov( 
dated trailer ncar Iowa City. 

The supervisors bega n talks 1 

up standards for vaca.nt mobile , 
unincorporated areas after the : 
Gage was found in a rundown n 
rural .Johnson County last mon ° 

Robert Paul Bentley, 37, a reI 
offender, is charged with first·d· 
and kidnapping in the case. 

Gage was abducted from her 
March 24 . Her body was found 
the abandoned mobile home thl 

Supervisor Mike Lehman sail 
should take act ion to keep aban 
homes and other structures fror 
unsafe. Without such a policy, tl 
do little to make o ..... ner.-; of such 
clean them up and make them ~ 

Another problem the su pervi 
resolve is absentee owners. 

"We ca n't penalize the residel 
they don't own the property," u 
"We're trying to figure out how 
them out when there arc probh 

Harry Hesseltine II, manaj:!et 
Mobile Home Community, said 
nrc boarded up with 4-inch·lonl 
but people break windows or te. 
off nnd strip the interior. 

""iii~lCJWl-'''-'''''''' 

MS fund·raising walk sch 
MASON CITY - The Ninth AI 

sclerosis research will be held S. 
City. . . 

Registration is at 8 a.m. The w 
NIACC dorms. 

The walk extends 2.15 miles v. 
go River. and back again. organi. 
provided at both ends of th.e wan 

Prizes and giveaways will be a 
National Multiple Sclerosis Socie 

Last year's walk raised more II 
Upon regislering. participants 

lected personally or through e-m. 
PI~~ges are u.se~ to support Ie 
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Sandra Sue Ohrt 
CLEAR LAKE - Sllndra 

Suc Ohrt. 65, ofClellr Lnkc 
died Wedncsday (April 13. 
2005) at. Muse-Norris HO!Jpice 

. Inpatient 
Unit., Mason 
City. 

A memorinl 
service will be 
held nt 2 p.m. 
Saturday at 
the Forum of 
the Kinney 
Lindstrom . 

Ohrt Center at 
Opportunity Village with Pas­
tor Barb Schunkc officiating. 
A private inumment will be . 
at. Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Mason City. 

Visitation will be one hour 
before the service on Saturday. 

Sandra was born March 14, 
1940, at the Ells\o\orth Munic­
ipal Hospit.al in Iowa Falls, 
the daughter of Herbort R. 
and Nellie Harriet (Place) 
Ohrt. She has been in living 
arrangements with Opportu­
nity Village since September 
of 1972. 

She enjoyed fishing, em­
broidering linen tablecloths, 
'he Hawkeyes, helping others 
. nd especially enjoyed work­

ing at her jobs. She worked at 
NIVC (North' Iowa Vocational 
Center), Happy Chef as a 
dishwasher and Opportunity 
Village doing picce-rate 
asse mbly and packaging. 

Sandra is survived by trer 
brothers, Herbert R. (Sandra ) 
Ohrt of Iowa City and John 
R. Ohrt. Mesa, Ariz.; niece 
Kimothy (Gary) Hamer of 
Marion; nephew Herb 
"Buddy" Ohrt, Iowa City and 
two great nieces Wendy and 
Sarah Hamer, Marion. 

Sandra was preceded in 
death by her pa rents. 

Memorials may be given to 
Opportunity Village in memo­
ry or$andra. 

Ward-Van Slyke Colonial 
Chapel. 101 N. 4th St., Clear 
Lake, (641) 357-2193 

www.co\oninlchapels.com 

l\ttITTF.:l...5TADT 
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Bernice L. Rygh 
LAKE MILLS - Be rnice 

1. Rv ... h 0<) (\r'"t, , · ~';I1 ·~ 

Betty Jean 
'Beje' Clark 

ROCKWELL- .Jcnn 

MI)lhod iHt Church. AlwnyJol . 
nctive in church wnrk, Ih:jl! 
Iwld locol, difltrict find enn­
feronce OffiCCR in UnitL'ft 
Mcthodillt Wnmcn. She waK 

10,2005) on the !ltafT nf FirRt United 
Ilt the MUHe- Methodiflt Church MI Chrillt-
Norri::; HOf!- ian educntion director rOT 

Reven yenTS and linancial pice Inpntient 
Unit in secretory ror fi ye yenNi. 

In 1976 she was elected til 
Mnson City. the Iowa House or Rcpresen · 

A memorial totiveR. where Hhc lIervcd 
fiervice will he rrom 1977 to 1990. Her in­
held 1111 :30 depth work on criminal nnd 

Clark 
p.m. Friday nt juvenile justice rcsultt.'<i in n 
Fir!;t United governor's appointment to the 
Methodist Advisory Counci l to the Divi-

Chur;ch, 111 South Georgia s ion of Cri minal and ,Juvenile 
Ave., with the Rev . • Jim Stiles Justice Plnnning. She chaired 
and the Rev. Jo Frahm-Watkins . Iowa's .Justice Fellowship 
officiating. Task Force and scrvl.-'d on the 

A gathering of ramify nnd 
friends will be rrom 4 to 8 p.m. 
today at Major Erickflon 
Funeral Home. III North 
Pennsylvania Ave. 

Betty Jean Walker Clark 
was born April 18, 1920, in 
Kansas City, Kansas, to 
Raymond C. and Ma ry Hunt 
Walker. She grnduntcd rrom 
Hays (Kansas) High School 
and attended Fort Hays 
Kansas State College, the 
Unive rsity or Utah and the 
College or the Pacific in . 
Stockton, Cali r. , ror her under­
graduate work, nnd Garrett 
Evangelical Seminary in 
Evanston, III. , ror graduate 
work. 

She was active in the . 
music field s inging in the 
Betty Lavonn Trin with her 
siste r for more than :10 yea rs. 
teaching piano and directing 
13 choral groups in Caliromin. 
Utah and Iowa. 

Over the years she edited 
. rour church papers, published 
a religious periodical index, 
wrote ror many national peri­
odica ls and Indiana and Iowa 
newspapers. In 1956 she and 
her s ister cnmpik-d a bnnk or 
meditations rrom the Revised 
StnndRrd Version ortbe Bihle, 
which was published by 
Thomas Nelson nnd Sons. 
The book war;; reprinted in 
1992. 

Beje directed the proj!'rnm 
ror Iowa Slate s tudents at 
Collegiate Methodist Church 
in Ames rrom 194A to 19!'i1. 
Here she met nnd marri ed 
Homer Clnrk. 

The family moved to Mnson 
City in 1959 and iwcnm e 
memhers of Wes\cy Unill'cI 

hoards fir Reveral olht!r jus tice 
groups. 

Beje headed the Rl'stora~ 
tive Justice Cnmmis~ion ror 
the state or Iowa and as a 
resu lt orher dedication nnd 
public service the Beje Clnrk 
Residential Center was _ . 
rounded to enhance public 
rmrety by providing struc­
tured, correctional supervi ­
Rion to male and rem ale 
olTenders in a community­
based setting. 

Beje \'mR a membt:r or the 
United Methodist Church, 
United Methodist Wnmen, 
PE.O Chapter LB.. Lea).,'Ue 
.orWomen Voters. Rockwell 
Federated Woman's Club and 
Federation or Republican 
Women .. 

. She IS survived by her hus­
hand, Hnmer. their daughter, 
Peg'1{V Rend in Masnn City. 
a nd tW[) sons, Mark and wire 
Maric, Paul and wir!.! Pam, nil 
or Mnsfln City; seven ).,'Tanrl­
ch ildren: Mike /Rhnnda) 
Andrews nfCednr Rapids , 
JMon Andrews or Fort 
Lennard Wood. Mn., Cole 
Re:ld or Masnn City, Nicholas 

. Clark nrThm pn, Fin., Oanicllc, 
Jan'<i ami Mnckem:ie Clark, 
all or Mason City and om! 
).,'Tl'nt J..:"randdauJ..:"hter .• Iadyn 
D('vin c. 

She was preceril'd in deRth 
by her parents, thre!! s islt!fS, 
onl' son, Stephen. and onc 
).,"Tand son, Nathan Andrews. 

Mcmorials may he rlirt.'Cl.ed 
to the Bcje Clnrk Memflrial 
Fund. 

Major P.ricksnn Fuo<!rni 
Home. (641) 423-0924. 

Wp.nr'o" 'I')oc' Hobbs Eugene Everett 

-




