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Senato r ___ _ 

I I i rd r //• J£, ,, 
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2. Marria9e (s) date place 

.. ?t 1 f I 'lei 
.. 

3. Significant events for example : 

c . Profession 

4 . Church membership 

5 . Sessions served [p-14 A I 

./.LA ·- . , I~· t2; ..I-' if. f. lds-6 

' 6 . Public Off ices 

A. Local ?rwtM- t I 
1:1-.. t, f ;1, *'// 

B. State __________________ _____ ____________________ ___ 

c . National ________________________________________________ __ 

7. 

8 . 

9. Names of parents {!'"(.; .. v ~7, 1 dtt.~ /£ -... ~-).)/.:.' 
Cl /'-



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

10. Education _____________ _ _______ _ _ 

11. Degrees __________________ _ 
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"'rri bv.r-:1e. 
:::=::::-_:..:=:-:=:.:.==--- ·- ..... .. 

C lAL PAPER. 

- -·-=-========= 
WAl H~ C. Wlll~O~ mAm 

point .near Webste r City to Storm OLI 
Lake, a distance of ei,;hty miles. · Mr. 
Willson was a passen~cr on the first A 
engine that crossed the bridge at .Du.' 
bu,·1uc , and on t he new line frcim .Web-

:III.ISIIEfl UY 

Webster City's Best Known m-Tribune Pub. Co 
ster City to the then weste1·a termiu!!l 
his was the hand that controlled the w 

Pioneer Citizen Passes 

Away. 

for whistle t hat awakened the pioneers to 
wlH the <l awnin~(o f a ne·N era. ln l Sf'.~J the 

· d d SUI!. originul Willson house was erecte an 
operated by W. C. and S. \\'illson. ~t 
It was a commodious and modern he I N B k to,·.-ew an · structure, costing about Sl:i,OOO • 

. nd two E>ons will open His Death the Result of an Accident. Sumler Willson as landlord g-ave the 11I:u 

this city on the first of house his pe rsonal altent1on, a so a>'-. 1 h a"'c' 
t. lt will be namedtlre- >n·g-~·ha-r-g-e-of-t.luw~.tOl·e while..JY at- bP.l: 
nk \Vm. Will<e will be About nine o 'clock last night this tended the !louring mill and superin- Wn 

·II. F. W-i lk~~ -~ice~p~esi: cooi tnunity was shocked by the n.n- tended t.he lan tled interests of the firm. tije 
llD A. Wilke, cashier. nounceruent that "Walter C. Willson u p to that time the Willsons had built ofli1 

general banking, col· is dead." It was quite generally tt large per cent of t he business struc- tLe 
tate-and--loan- business. - ...kno.wn_that.he.ha::Lbeen_ hurt _on_ the. -tures- and: reaidences -of the - town, a.l. mnJ 
occupy the northw <?s t railroada_t :>:30 in the afternoon, but it ways .tak ing the most lively in te rest in ma l 

ilke building on Seneca ·was not believed that his injuries were any enterprise that promised to en- wa~ 
; titution will he c!tpital- F>erious until an hour before he passed hnnce the general welfare, or build up wh. 
). Success ·to the new away. lie was · to all appearances the place. The co-partnership of the pe,>a 

conscious whe.n brought home, and Willson brothers existed until the win- aro 
told those around him that be did not ter of l !'S~, when the b·ond was broken sen 
think he was seriously hurt. An ex- by the untimely death of Snml'er, who pro 

:el" .... <trdine·r. 

Gardiner, of the_ Story arnination by 'the attending physician, was thrown from his horse and so bill 
and Mi.ss Sadie Hazen, Dr. A. M. Pond, revealed no outward seriously ·injt:red that he died three mal 
.; t popular and C'tl1eieut evidences of in j ury, there being no weeks later. Iri the fall of 1~7G the Web· but 
·own Bchools, were mar- cuts or visible bruises on the body , but ster City n.nd Crooked Creel< Railroad X o 
y tveniug, Aug-. l:",,nt the . the presence of blood on his nnuer n.nd Coal Company was organized, with hin 
n Stratford, Rev. P. A. garments indicated possible serious in· W. c. \Villson as presiden t and general seal 
:DR'• · The!'C t~·o worthy ternal injury; and so it pro~ed. 'l'he manag-er, which positions be he ld ull- smt 
are too <;•;itlely ll.nd fav- particulars of the accident that proved til the day of his death . try : 
n0t only ns instructors, fatal to Mr. Willson, were about as Mr. \Vi ll son, nlthm1gh a man of un- wit 

rious walks of life, to follows: It bad been tbe hab it of the bounded euerg-y and in,incible will, son 
ntroJuct.ion . They have train returning from Lehigh in the possessed n lcincl heart au,: generous na- apJ' 
~hed in the balance nnd afternoon for some time past to bring- ture, and wn!< D(;\'t:~r more happy than hn' 
11 done. The r'recman- haclc a loatl of slack wi·th which to wbcn contributing to the pleasure of orr 
a ly add it& benediction. l eYel up the railroad yards in this city. those around him. In the family " 

ned to Remember. For thi s purpose n. dump car, which horne he was &.lways :-.nuny and bcnig- Au~ 

•a the Persian, \'isitcd 
' tstitute Monclny ancl was 

participtHJt in the ophy:-.i­
ln om• point he clifl'tlrcd 
(easor, who finally dis­
estion by saying-, "yon 
Til e rsinn beto<•k him­
:!l , gut. his text book, and 
te school house , triumph~ 
ted his position. <.:IJlll­

.e fa c t in tlw t!VI:'.ninh" l!c 
clid I learn thllt for '.' To 
·ues not. I learnt~c \ t.hat 
t '' li P jq n q !11rlr-nt in 

emptied its load both' wayl:l from the nRnt , Ullli those who are bereft of hus- day 
center, was attached to the train. Mr. band nnd father in his death will ~,-cr :--nc i 
Willson was on this car directing the hn\'e presen t in UH~nlory t he a~suranc~· Ost: 
opcrationM of the worlnnen when the of that steadfast lo,·e nn1i a tYcction co\1 
aecideut hnppenc1l. 'lhc one side had that lnatlccd his dulllc:-.tic !if ~·. l'cr- pro 
been <htmped, anti whi le the men were hap~ no man'in a l l northern Towa pas· C>fli, 
on the other aitle of the car it in s ome SL·sscd n gr~att~r measure of industry Rtn 
~vny became loosened f1·om its fasten- nntl perKistcn cy in th e pur:-.nit of b:1!d· llln l 

iog antl ft'll to tho outersiclu of the ness a1l'nir~ thnn t hl' 1\nb.i ~~ct o f dir\ 
track, carrying Mr. Will son ~ith it thiH slu!tch. nntl cl'l't ninly n o m11.n h0r 
Uilll p iuio n iuJ.; ht.lll l!ecurcly to the iu Hamilton ~·otlltty hn:-. ld t thL' im· \\'n 

grounJ, whcr11 he WtL !:I he ld ~me h •n prc~-os n ( hiH l if \l·~ worl{ l ll<H't ' i tl dt'li· wn~ 
01· fifteen llliD\ltOs- or \lnt\1 6 111lkH!Ill. lol_y ll}lOil lht' Ctllllln llll ily o ( whkh ht• ~C'it 
help coul11 uo enlled, hy tho long con· \\'nH l)O prominent n ft\l'tor fo1· 111orc . In~ 
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On on1.• point he dill'dred 

professor, who finally dis· 

(1ueation by snyicg, "yon 
" The Pcrsio.n betool< him· 
totel, got. his text book, nod 

e school house, trill mph: 
icatcd his . position. Cow· 
1 the fact in the eYeuing l~e 
.nt. did I h•arn that for'.'. To 

_ 
1 

• ...... _..,. ·- un. .. • . u v1 J "'' JQ Q.t:'"'\11 Ull\.' \' 

Opero.tiOnH O{ the worltmeu whcu the of that ste11.dfast }O\"e autl e.ll'~clioo C 

accident happened . '!he one side had tbat ma.rl{(!d his tiome&tic life. Per -

been dumped, and while the men were haps no ma.n in a ll northern Iowa pos· ( 

on th~ other aide of the car it in some sessed a r.rreatcr measure of industry 6 

wo.y became loosened from ita fa sten· and persistency in the pur~uit o! b:tsi- 1 

ing and ft>ll to the outerside of the ness all'airs than the subject of l' 

track, carrying Mr. \\'lllson with it this sketch , and c ertainly no ma.n 
and pi'uioning h{ru securely to the in Hamilton county has left the im­
g-round, where he was held fl//me ten prc:.s o f his lif~'o worl< more iotlcli- \ 
or fifteen tninutes-or until sutlic1ent tly upon the community of which he 

I gues not I learned tha.t ·. . help could be called , by the long con· was so prominent a factor !or more 
~r it." lle 18 a. student 10 tinucd whis tling of the engine, to ex- than forty years, than lta.s Walter C. 
edical college, Minneapo· · t. 1 · 'I'h · l t d b · \ · · th ------· ---·- ·-• ~.,...- -tr1ca e tlUl. e accH en occnrre ·Willson:- In t ctr aid1ct10n e sur-

-f,· about hal( a milo west of the C. C. vh·ing- rclnth·es wi ll lutve til(~ ~inccrc 
'he 1t!anila Times. depot , from which point Mr. Willson 'JIUpathy nod condolence of all our 

hantls us a copy of tlH' l\la· wus a ble to ride to his bo111c iu n pcuplc, to whout his buddcn deb. th 
of the dnte of June ~o . bu~gy. colllt~·s:.u; n-geuuiuc ~orro',\', 
s~nt him by his son Fred , \\'ulte: 1· C. Willson \'\·as born in the Tht) funcral.scrvicd w ill be ht> lcl at 
in the J'hilippio£·5 , scrYin g &tn.tc o f ~cw York in 1 :'~ I , and at the the !a111 ily hornl'. ou Firs t street , on 

Heg. of t:. s. volunteers. 111-re of eighteen emigrated to Wiscon- Sunday afternoon at :1 o'clock. The 
i!U\D eight p~.£J._scven col· sin, loc·nting a.t l'u.l rryra, ut ,-.,·hkh sen-ices· will he conducted by f\e>. H. 
and the sub!>cription price Placo he nnd (he w1dow who sunin~ 1~ Suool-z:-'l'he remains may Ge \'JeWe l -

1rs a month or· twt!nty dol- hitn ~n ee Calista Louisa Riclcerson l l>y friends (r. •m l!J n. n1. t o :!: ::up. m. 

The ~ cwspa per Trust. It is well lillt'd with ad· were 111arricd July :!7, 1::- ·1~. T o th<'HI 
~ti . but the mechnnil'al feat- four "ons were born , an o! whom (fic<l 

1a·p~.r is poor and the local in infancy except Frauk E., who ha ti l 'ossibly the most comical announce-
·e is inferior. Tt1 e proprie- for several yea.rs been associated with men to! the year hns been t hus made 
idently not in the ne,vs· hi!i !ather in his exten~;h·e business by the Cre~;ton Ad,·ertiser: "In a let-
1 e~ for their heal th ,ag a free afTairs, an d upon whom the conduct o! t~r rece iYed !rom ~1r. ,T. C. \\'elliYer, 
C~ J all manner o f adYer· the bus;neSS in tb~ future will depend. the able and. versatile editor Of the 

1 Suoda.y horse race& to the It wasln tuc town o! l'ulmyra that Sioux. City Tribune, it is learne tl that 
.!.1:..C.hip the firm of \V . C. and S. Willtio.~_l_l_a_t_! he is collecting- statisticti as to the rt!· 

its b i_rj._h,_ p.nd which l asted unin ler- ~;uit~ of -t~~~ts ~n- fn-c.i~·idual e tl'ort and 
ruptcdly for thirty ~eix yenrR. Tlley enterprise of a. man!actur in!:::' nature. 

w told the editor of the were eng-aged in general merchandis · which ''"ere starting up in Iowa. ·· 
is story last weel< iu re.fer - iog, milling nn<l lumbering. In the \\'htln ~l r . \\'ctliYer became one of the. 
peudingflcnaloria. l a ppoint- 11pring of 1 :1 ~,;, the brotht'rs ~an10 -lo proprietors o f the Sioux City Tribuue 
en he, tht! goYcrnor, was a \\'t>b~ter City, br inging -with thc111 a he a ltl o became a member of'"tho pat· 

-1 deputed to tal<e a\-..·t~y aud ca::..h capital of ~·~:.!.O ~H> . They i~n~!>ted cut inside trust" which ~upplit>s priut-

)inted Kitten Story. 

ter of kittens, which unin- in lnud and c s tabli::thed c first saw- ed shee ts t n the ncwspnpers.- l~l'~istl!r. j 
~ome to the h o me. 1 t wa)o, mill in Hamilton county. The enme U ( a ll the tyrnnkal tr11sts in cxjl\t· 
tbat if the children could yca.r they p latte<\ the towt of ::\ew ence, )-,1!.\'8 alo ne the eil\'er tru:; t. the 
1u of the lcitten~ it should Ca.~t:e, which was l ocatell mostly L'ast newep!lpcr patent trust iH the won.t. 
rL pot. Thi~ wa'A"a harll job. o( what is now Seneca tslreet, antl It ib orgu.nit.t•<l !or tbe purpose o ! !or._•. 
,} the . blac\t one; one tb(\ which was · snbSC IJUen tly , through the iu~; pnl>lishers to c onti nue p3.tron i;.i n..:­
Hi so o n. ~o. to tlettlc the t'll'orle of \V. C. Wi llso n , · who was n one hO\lM', uo matter i.f tlw M·n·it·c ib 
· r.o..-crnor had to cl:-own the member o! the slate k~-rrsla.ture, nallletl nueo.tbl'al.!tory. ::\o t•l1\lrt ha !i t.l' tc"ll 

a.nd went to a neighbo r·~ \\'ehster~ tity . . In ~ ~~.-; tho Wil lson mti.de to u~rt!c on prkt'e, uut nntll·r tltc:­
t•\W ldtten for the cbildrl'r:, hrotin·rs c.·cl'lc<l a. luri{O ~;team !lour· m~thod~ t:tupl oycd <'tlch hon~l: l'll.l\ 

·h they Wt!rc all t-.utir.tied. ing 111ill at a eos t of !:-l ~· . IHitl. with u l'll. - ~·l'lCl'Ze its patnlll!i to tht• Iindt. Tilt')' 

nl' tully rt!o.d aud Interpret p!lcity of two lluiulr~ tl lmrrolH o f tlou r hu,·c a~rel·d that Oll l\ hon~c .611:\l l n o t l 
c. - - I~ocl<fon\ lttgiste r. JH\r d tl)'. At tlliH cnrly day tltis mill intcrcCt'rl' with the bu~inc~~ u( 1\llY •

1 O \ ' correct, the fri c ncl11 of waH pl\tronit. ed by ~ionx City, 1·\lrt o ther hotll:ll' . 'l'h~,•rdot· ~.·. a pnbli:.h<' l' 
<.:1\ncllclatt'ti for thl' appoint· Dotlg-<•, Algona and 'the ~renter JlU.rt o f wlto tHl,\'!i h is l"l'IHly prints of tit(' 1' 

~ .. , ... , " 
. Jll~t I~H Wtll CI' U. HC their nortll\'\"t'!>tcrn Io wa. All tho m nc hi n· Sio\IX rtty holl~l· C\UliHlt .;ct tltl'll\ c:~~· · 
Jin,t n~ lo.11t, fo r it will ac · or,r for thi11 t11ill \\'US h11.nlcd on·r lnnd where. D.t nuy pri~<'. Till' nnly r~llll'.l~ \ 

'.~~ ~~~~otl.~~~~..:...._._ r rolll tho Mil!hillllippi ri\'Cr lllld ( 11 1\'l\ ,. '111\.1\i:-.hcrll hi\\'~ IS to rl' .... lll' t \ \ l :\1 \ htltlll' l 

Will be Porml\ncnt. City. Tho \\'illnOilli \'rcre nlli1 l ac·t i,·•· 1 i 11t . IU\1\ turu\y nf them 1\1'1.' tn:\\. in~ ! 
in l'll' l:llriug- Sll\1(1.1 ront<·s. llt ••· •• li • "' ~ , , . •1 · ' '·.r •· 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

·a·re.r is poor and the loenl in infancy except Fraulc E. 1 who hal> 
e is inferior. Tlle pro prie- for se,·cral y~ars been associated \Vith 
ideo tly not in the ne\v&- hili f11.thor in his cxten,;h·e busines!l 
es!:l !or their health,aA a !r~c o.tTairs, nod upon whom the conduct of 

::Hl to all manner of ndver- the bus:ness in thQ future will depentl. 
~ iay horse race!> to the It was in the town of I 'almyra that 

:L~...o..Ut=---------~-:.:tl:..;.~..:;.._;fl~tr....:.n=t-o::...{~-W....:.. . ....:C:..:... and S. W~l~?.~. _l.t_n~.l 

1inted Kitten Story. 
v told the editor o f the 
is story last week iu refer­
p~nding f\Cnaloria.l a ppoint­
!n he, th~ go,·ernor, was a 

dct>uted to tnlce awt~y au<.l 
~er of kittens, which unin­
oroe to tb" homo. It wn!> 

hat if the children could 

u of th~ ldttenfl it shonld 
, pot. · Thi!i walt a l1nnl fob. 
: the . black one, -otlc the 
d so on. !-'1l, to settle the 
v,o,·crnor bud to <1:-own the 
\ Dd went to a neighbor's 

""' ld:.ten for the childr('r., 
1 they WHC all ,.;ntil'ltied. 

, fl 1n11y r end aud In terprct 
·. -.. Jtockforll ltt>giste r . 
.~c is correct, the friend,.; o f 
el\ ·lateb for th <' appoin t· 
' ·' • 1J l . Jll :o "' 11.1; \\'t. Cl'a.He t lt!ll' 

irt>t as labt, fo r it will ac­
cm nothing-. 

its l.lirJ.Jt.a .. !lllll which lo.stctl uninter­
ruptedly for thirty:six yean;. They 
were engaged in {.!encral merchandis­
ing, milling an<l lumbering. In the 
11pring o! 1:<~~~~ the brothers came -to 
\V('b~ter City, bringing "'ith them a 
ca~h capital of ~·~:!,Oil!l. They in n~~tcd 
in land nod cstn.hli~:~hed H! first saw­

mill in Hamilton county. The t~nme 

year they platte<l the tow1 of :\ew 
Ca.st : e, which \vas located mostly ea!>t 
o{ what is riow Seneca !jtrcet, o.nd 
wh ich was · subsequently , through the 
~ll'orts of \V . C. W illson, \vho \vas a 
member of the state lt>ghllature, namell 
Webster· City . . In 1~:;;- the Willson 
hroti1crs e,·ccted a large steam !lour­
ing- mill Ill n cost of St: .. ooo, with a .t·a· 
pacit_v of two lnt'iHlred barrels of !lour 
p(.'r day. At thi~ cnrly day t his mill 
wu.11 patro ni zed by ~ioux City, Fort 
Dodgt~, Algona and the gren.ter po.rt o f 
north\"t'slern I o,,·u.. All th" mnchin­
ory for thit1 mill wa s hau led on·rltwd 
from tho l\tissisKippi ri\'€~r und IU\'\'a 
Ci ty. 'l'ho Wills011t> wen~ nlso acti\'l' ,Vill be Pcrmnnent. 
in fiE-curing stago routes, incrcl\!il' d 

holth~~s o! the \\'dmt cr City maLI !ncilitioK and all the public lltil· 

'· nrc :-.o well pleased with it il·:-. dcmntHled .'by a ~ ro\viug pio'nl'l'l' 
r~ that they ha,·o dt'cided Sl'ttlom~ut. lo the wiotcr o ! 1~:,,;.:;­
a. permanent orgalli:t.!llion. wlH·n \Y. (; , Wilbon waH in the leg-iH ln­
'' ill be mn.iutnincd ll!i a ture, the county o f lllllll iltou wnli 

1 'o!>sibl,y th ~· lllost eomict\l o.noouncc· s 
mt:nt of t he year hns 't.>een thus wade d 
'by the Crehton A<hertiser: "In a let- c 
tljr rccei\'ed from ~tr. ,J. C. \\'dliver, u 

the able and ver~atile tditor of the H 

~ioux. City Tribune, it b learne<l that 
ho is coll ectic~ stati!>ticl! as to t ile r~· t 

6~'it~or· t.~~-sts '07~ io-Ji~:iJu8.'CeW;.-;~t"'iic(f 
enterprise o f a. ma.nfacturiog nature, 
which were starting up in lo~a. ' ' 

\\'hen ~1r. \\'e!lh·cr became one o! the_ c 
propril!tors of the Sioux City Tri 'b uue 1 

he a lso became a member o!' "tho pat· 
cnt iosido tru~;t" w hich !>upplie!> print· 
cd sheets to tllc newspapcrti.- l~egb;tt!r. 

Uf al l the tyr11nical trusb in ex!bt· 
ence , ~a,·e alone the s il\'er tru:,t. the 

·newspaper patent trust ill the ,.,·orst. 
1 t. is oq;u.niud for the purpose o! fore· 
ing publishers to continue p:~.tron it.in~ 1 

one ho\IM', no llllltter i f the M·n·i~c is 
uueatbfaetory. :\o cll'orl ha!l IJ, ... "u 

waue tO ll.'l·i''t!C 00 pricee, but nuder tho 
wetho<ls employed cnch hou:,c et~.n 

:.•tueeze its pu.tron~ to the liudt. They 1 

hu.ve ag-reed that one hou se .. slt:\11 not I 
iutereferu with the bll:-.ine!-.s o f nuy I 
other houac. Thcrcfun•, n publi:.h<'r 
wuo buyH his ready prints o.f the 1 

Sioux City hou~e cannot get them c!!>t" 1 

where n.t any price. The only remc tl y 
publi:.her!i ha,·o is to rc~ort to al l home: 
print, tmd waoy of them ure llla\dnh 
prt'pu.ra.tions to do that:: · 

Trnck nn<l Train. 
The 11\iuois Central has pro\'i,k1\ ft>r 

t>ix ucw eul)_iucs of t he lutt":-.t pu.llt•ru 
u.nd the lllU!>t p~wcdu l built\ wllklt 
will bo \\tied in tile pa~seuKer M'rvil·,·l 
o f the rond between Cound l \llul1's aud , . 

lOrts and gatherings of nil formed and Wcb~tl•r City mado thl' 
how hat; bceu bool<tHl fur !l eounty scat. In tlw fall of . ! :'lit \Y. C. 
11\ the _!alter part of tll'xt Wi llson r<·moYed to Chknf.:'o. em unrl<­
b a flrst.claRR couqmny nrHf iug- in the couv11i11ftion l.•u!>iness 1\S 1\ 

rge bra~:~-; hnn<l. A<lllt!d to ltlclllb<• r o! tho firm o f l~ :.wd, \\'ill!iori 
nngcrR nre endeavoring to ,\:. .Co. Six years · IiLler he. n .!tl·t;'Ul'<l to 
lltc for 1\ joi nt tlelm tc ho· \\' ebsll•r City 

1 
since which limo he had 

,·er nn<l. Clu rl< .on "lmpcr- bcou a ctively t•ng-ng-ed in rnilrof\d 
his will pro\Jo.bly tal<e plnCl\ building nnll opemting; in promotiug 
iu- Soptember. It will uo _tho !{CUCI'al . atlvancCJilClll of tlw 

tl.c '!lllnagers to hu.ve u. ~oo~l country and tho up · build in!!. o f \Veh· 
of some ldnd at rcl-:'ttlar in· Hter City. In !urt~1e_ring tho construc­
eei ·' ~ 'being: n pa): ing in· tiou of the ·old Dubuque and l'acific 
J r , , company it will malce· railroad, now the ·Illinois Contra l , Mr. 
ce to · Rpend the cveninR'II ·Wlllaon devoted his great energies for 

Chi_<'f\go. 1\ct·cnt\y the passeng-er de· 
partmcnt hu!. been t•xperimt•ntin!;· 

\Vith !ntit runs on th~ now litH' t e· 
t\\'t~cn Fort I >ud..re a.ud Cou ndl Hlu J\' -.. . 
lllld the fnct hue bcon t\emonst rlltt·d 
that the line will not permit of fll~t 

runuiug- with perfect 13afoty. T!u• 
present :-.chcdull\ for tho po.~st' tlgt'!' 

trains !rom Chicago to Cou ncil Hlutr s 
is fifteen hours, but 1\urlng the pa:-t 
weclc the trains o ! the ronll h a\'e ·nlf\dc · 
sen~rnl tri_PS in which ono and one­
hal! hours lun-o . been <:Ul !rom t his 
time.~ T.he probability is that a !our­
.toon hour ·service ~ill be put on soon. 

~ I!IUtnwcr months and . · 
llbt be appreciated ·•by the : a year, bn.vtn~ ta.lten a. contrn.ct to pnt 

i dow~ the tics and ln.~ tho iron from a 

T" • • • ... . ~ .. . ... . 
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ne B~nch or' Cattle. THE FUNERAL oF wALTER :-.c: t 
Carson returned Saturday 

1uthern Kansas where he 
l head of fine fel!ding 

t ue will sell to tl'e farm-
~cti on. 500 head of them 
.e face breed and the ba.l-
tverage about ball white 
\. an• said to be thv finest 
ped to this section. 'l'he 
:,o henrl nrc now here , · thl! 
bo shipped between now 

WILLSON. 

3,000 People Attend the Last Sad 

Rites ofHamilton County's Most 

Distinguished Pioneer 

Citizen. 

Lovers o! the natihoa.l gawe ar'e con­
'Siderin.g the advisability of h~ldir.g a 
baseball tournament here_, _commenc· 
ing about Septembtr 20 unci continu­
ing one week. If the pr<.>jt!Ct be car­
ried out ~ncb teams RM the ,\lgona., 
Man son, Des .Moines, O<ieboit, Albert 

~ 
~ 

Lea :..nd Webster City will tal<c part. ~(( 
! Such ::t tournament would !urni,..h lots I . 

The funeral of IJou. Walter . C .. Will- I of amu5emen t and we beliCVt! enough 
son Snuday wns the la.rg-e~t gather- it!l<'rc·st could be ar0u serl t o 111ake it 

Col. Carson will sell in ing of the kind in the hi story of the pay the cluus that tal<c part. ~~ 
purchaser nod at n!a~on- town. The ob~erln ics of .Tuclgc D. n. -----

Chase nine years ago hrol1g-ht to- · Death of Laura Lee. 
geth('r more people thau had pre· A!ter suffering for sen:ral months I 

Duncombe Busiuess Man. v-i ously met l1cre on a. similin.r oc- fr om consumption, Miss Laura May ~ 
ely, a promit1ent ·business cnsion. But at this d ate the last sa.rl Lee, daughter of Mrs. F. I~. Lee, passed (( 
owbe, died Sunday after- rites over the rema-ins of 1\lr. Willson away at the family home on Webt · 
Lundy was a. bout thirty marl<s tho largest attendance a t a na.nk street Friday afternoon. M i~;s ~ 

His father owned a. gcn- pu bhc funeral · ~Yer witnessed in our Lee wa s ne\·er of_ a very robust consti - I( 
nd he was interested in midst. Fully a. hundred wo rkmen and tution , but her conditicn did not be- t1 
.s also. Mr. Lundy bad min~rs from Lehigh and dcinity, (who come alat:mi~ until la&t January, G 
owe time with a compli- acted as a guard of honor) were in the when she was taken with hemorrhage 
isea!>tS. 1 t was thought proces~:~ion, and large numbers we}'c of the lungs. Since the!J she has at 
as growing better a nd pre!>ent from ,9ther neighboring towns times been very low and although .her 
1 belie! was ill founded . and from all portion :-. of Hamilton den.th was not unexpected it brings 
to the Webster City car- county. The services at th~ home of great gloom n.nd sorrow to the house­
days pre\·ious, und had the deceased, conducted by the Re-.;-, hold. 

riends in his usuu.l cheer- B.~" . Snook, were highly fitting and Laura May Lee was bo r n in this city 
His fatal illness was impressh·e, while the floral offerin~s September ~5, 1 ~S3, in the same house : 

si'cians we~m-tortro -wern-mosLpr.oi\.UieJR<LJ>_e_autiful and 'n._which.Jler..liie.._ended._ln_lSQ.:Lshe. __: 
and eyerythiog possible of the rarest collection. lion. John ~ent with the balance of the family 

o sa\'e him , but his life F. Duncombe's remarks at the ope n to U ~unmond, La., \'\'here Mr. Lee died . '\ 
in spite o f all t itorts. gra ve were touching aod deeply S}Ul· :\irs. Lee and the children returned to 
---- ---- pathetic, and brought tears to the t.bis <:\ty three years ngo. Laura was J 
::ial G. A. R . Car. eyes of m a ny listeners. Be told of a. member of thetCbristin.n church. She 
; , A. n. car, will leave the close personal friend ship a nd. p ossessed n pu r e n.nd gentle spiri t , and 
· at 10:-t~ p. m. : Aug. 2G, bnsinc5/) relalionR lhat had exi6 ted be- wns c\'er mindful o f the needs a nd + 
}...-J:._'\~W. n,1 ., for-the ·ween Mr~V.illson-a.n.U-him~el!-for 0 ore consH enng 
!ampment of the U. A. n.. more than forty.five years-fr9m the her own. She was n Christian ~irl in I 

The committee reports timo when they both came to thb e\·ery senst• of the '"ord,.and her death J 

1 in the first &pecial car almost trackless new country nR young will bring sonow to m~>ny heart s . 
and we will order the men in quest of homes and fortunNL The fllnern.l was held from the fam­

roviding we receive sulli- (low that during all these years they ily h01ne on Bauk street~nnda.y morn- · 
·of names within the next had wrou~ht together in th~ confi- ing n.t 10 o'clock, conducted by Hev. 
days to fill s a m e. · rn ·or- dence of brothers, and that n o ~>illgle 1\necdy. 
is car we must noti fy the net o f his ev~ntful und bu!)_y li fo had 
1pany n.t once. The nd· e\'CI' betru.ytcl the ~lightest suspicion The v.·eather and the Crops. 
1e · ~inl cars are tha t iL of dishonor or want :>f rectitude o u FOJt \\'Jo:K l~ 1-:~m~o .-\\ ' O, ~o. ta 
·ow .... _d a.nd you are su re the part of Walter C. Willson. My The paet -.v~ok wns unnsuRlly hot S:l 

~ble chair. Persons wish- love for him amounted to a ll'ection , n od wet. The daily excess in temper-
h us in this car will pleas. c and in his death 1 fed nn Rbsolute d J , d o.ture ranR'<' 1 rom ,, l<? C\ t'grcet~. 
dllt'S at the earlic:-.t coo- personal lalla. Mr. Duncombe paid n. From tho l~th to \";th lnclusivo it wns 
ny of the und<•rsil{ncd : J. high tribute to the tirclt'sS t'n ergy and eh.>wcr y in nearly all pnrtR of the 
ames 1\cphn.rt a ncl A. A. devotion o! Mr. WillRon t n the totvn _ ~~:- ' "' '-''"~ "''' \' ('.,llh·" ,. • ., •. ,. ... . '' 

nnd COtl1JtHln!~ .. : ,. , .,,.: • 

0\ 
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n the first special car 
Lnd we will order the 
·dd~ng we recei~e sulli­
J( names within the next 
J.ys to fill same. "In· or­
e? •e mus t notify the 
anJ at once. The ad-
special cans are that it 

.vded and you are sure 
le chair. Persons wish­
us in this car will pi ease 
•t:S at the earliest con· 
v of the undersigned: J. 
nes Kephart a ntl A. A. 
l:t'. 

.. Encampment. 

c committee of the ?\a­
. Encampment at Chi· 
ned a ll C \'V feature in 
dog re-unions by sta\es. 
!Xlract il:l from a head· 
1r: 

ture bas been planned 
week in rderence to 
s by states at the fixed 
tesday, which is parade 
here were twen ty·fi ve 
n: ~d volunteers· in 
:!re will be twenty-five 
t many halls and build­
' at that day and hour. 
mind that when each 

.ssem bliea are called to 
ill be only those who 

particular state. For 
I . 

1diana ass~mbly will be 
mt Armory, and mark­
ll the regiments or the 
·ades willmt.et at their 
d greet old army chums 
>e hundreds of instances 
•gether soldiers of the 
t who have not met 
ter out and could not 
·here by the most com · 
r registration formerly 
y made successful by 
:-~ ratles wi ll ~t!erstand 
his successful they muRt 
·y one go to their own 
pr Jlly at that hour, 
net above cited a bou t 
ap ply ·to all th~ other 

mcil Proceedings. 
n ci I met~~ o ndny nigh lin 

· 1: all mcmben; prtH\CJJt. 

al111ost trackless new country nR young 
men in qu es t of homes and fortunes. 
Qow that during all these years they 
had wrou~bt together in th~ confi ­
dence of brothers, and that no fiingle 
act of his ev-entful and busy li !c he.d 
e\"el' betr~:~.yt<l the sligb test suspicion 
of dishonor or want :;,! rectitude on 
the part of Walter C. Willson. My 
love for him amounted to af~ection , 

and in his death I feel an absolute 
personal loss. Mr. Duncombe paid a 
high tribute to the tireless energy and 
devotion of Mr. Willson to the town 
and community in which be livl!d th(>Se 
paAs ing yee.rs ,a.nd recounted b is success­
ful efforts in dividing Webster county 
and organizing Hamilton, and in secur· 
ing the county seat to Webster City. 
He ~:{poke of the great public spit:-ta.nd 
unbounded energy with which he pur· 
sued every enterprise be undertook, 
and expre&eed no wonder at the re­
spect and high esteem in which be is 
held by the people of W ~bster City 
and Hamiltb::l county, and at the hen­
arable place he achie~ed among the 
pioneer settlers of Iowa. Mr. Du·n · 
combe was much affected ~ring 
his brief re m arks. His tribute came 
from tbe heart and deeply impressed 
a ll within the sound of his voice. 

Among those present from a Jis-. 
tance \Vere c. T. and J. <.~. Burnham, 
and A. II. Hamilton-;-o:r-Mihva.uke, all 
e1embers of the Crooked Creek ra~~ 

road and coal company, of which Mr.' 
Wilbon w1:1.s president and gener~l 

ma.na.ger. 
-rbe relatives present. from abroau 

were: 
1\lra. n. A. Reed , only sister and Sl.:J· 

viving member of the family , aud hu 
daughter Miss Addow l'.eed, of White­
·w&ter, Wis. Archie Wills.on, nephew, 
of L"n.lmyra, Wi.a. .Mary ::iherman, 
niece, o! Independence, lowo.. 

The pall-bearers were Frank R. 
Ma11011, <ico. W. Crosley, J. M . JOJles 
Fro.nk (:. ::itcarns, Percival Knowles 
and J. D. Hunter -each o! whom has 
lived in Webster City !rom thirty· 
three to forty-ti ve years. 

At a !:lpccir.lt;cssion or the city coun­
cil the !ollowiug rcbolutions , which 
won• read by ltcv. Snool<, wore i)&Bscd 
by 14 uua.nlmous vote: 

will bring sori'O\V to m~ny hearts. 
Tbe fnnern.l was held !rom the !am· 
ily home oo Bank street :Sunday morn· 
ing at 10 o'clock, conducted by ne"'. 
Kneedy. 

The Weather and the Crops. 

FOJl WF.lm E:\JJI:\0 A l"(j. 20. , 

'l l 

our 

takt 

The past week was unusually hot saw 
and wet. The daily excess in temper-
ature ranged tram "'J to 13 degrees. 
From the 12th to \';th inclusive it wtis 
sbJwery in nearly all parts o! the 
state, and excessive amounts of rain- ~"\?, 
fall are reported from uumerous sta- ~.;1 
tiona in the ceo tral and southern sec· ~W 

~~ tions. In many localities the showers 
were accompanied by severe squalls, 
causing some damage to 'vindmilla, 
light buildings, stacks of grain, etc: 
and hea"'y corn suffered some injury 
by being tangled and lodged. But tb~ 
damage h.u been light in comparison 
with the. "\"&Rt amount of benefit reaul t-

. ing from the abundant n::()it,ture. 
Threshing has been delayed, but a 

good beginninR" has been made ·in fall 
plowing, w~tb soil in excellent condi­
tion; and this is likely to rel!lult in an 
increas.ed aeTeage of winter wheat in 
the t.outbarn section. 

The apple erop has suffered hea>ily 
!rom effects of windstor'Ds, especially 
in sE:ctions where comme.·cial orchards 
are most extensive. 

Abundant 1all pasturage is now well 
assured. The meadows will produce a 
liberal cutting of aftermath, and there 
is a good o~tlook for a C.-ne crop of 
clover seed. Potatoes are doin~ well. 
The corn crop still promises more than 
an average output for the state. A 
protracted spoll of dry weather is now 
needed toilruature the crop in its best' 
condit10n. 

A Bit of E:\rly Hi"ory. 

~~ 
~~ 
~1. 
~ 
~1 
~ 
~~ 
~~ 
~-~ 

~' 
~} 

~1-
~~ 
~~ 
~~ 
~1 
~} 
~~ 
(~.;.. 

~}. 
~ 
~~ 
~ 
~~ 
~1 
~~ 
~1 
~~ 
~1 
~~ 
~ ... 
~~ 

~ 
~ 
~~ 
~ In spe&king of the death of Don. W. ~~ 

C. Wlllt~O!l, the Fort DO<l"'c Chronicle ~, 
'iS ~'j',· recalls a bit of early history io which ~ 

Mr. Willson \vas the central figure: ~,· 
"The or~aniza.tion of the counties o f ';," 

Hamilton aotl or Webt.teT as they now ~ 
~lnnd was l'Dglnoered 'hy Mr. lh1u- ~ ... 
combo autl Mr. ~\'ill11on. I~ ''"ntl In ;sj} 
JS;.ri, and '"hat • was t hen \\'ol>elcr~ ~"" 

~-, county conl'liblctl o! the }Hl'tl<'nt. conn· ~} 
of ty, tht• low~r hnl! n f llnmholtil<"tHlnty, ~1 
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>gether soldiers of the 
1t who have not met 
ter out and could not 
·here by the most com· 
C ~egistration formerly 

,nadc successful by 

oradea will \1\l!erst&nd 
hie successful they must 
·y one go to their own 
promptly at that hour, 
nee a bove cited ahout 
1pply ·to all th(' other 

mcil Proceedings. 
1cil metMondaynightin 
t; all members present. 
1greed to furnish clcc-
wu.ter for court house 
t?e county would make 

lrovemen ts to properly 

in a.ppear<!d l.>t!fore the 
1uestcd that the railroad 
~H Moines street be re­
red to street a.od alley 

an arer'age output. for lhe elate. A 
viving member of the family , aud her protracted spdl of dry weather ie now 
daughter Miss Addow Reed, of Whi\e- needed to'tmature the crop in its best 
.w&ter, Wis. Archie Willson, nephew, conditwn. 
of l"a.lmyra, \Via. .Muy Bherman, 
niece, of Independence, Iowa. 

'!'he pall -bearers were Frank R. 
A :Bit of Es.rly History. 

.Mason, (ieo. W. Crosley, J. M. JOlles In speaking of the death of Uon. W. 
l!'rank U. ~tc&rns, Percival Knowles C. WillfiO!l, the Fort. .Dodge Chronicle 
and J. D. Ilunter-each of whom has recalls & bit o! early history in which 
lived in Webster City from th~rty· Mr. Wilhon was the centr&l figure: 
three to forty-Hve years . "The org&niza.tion of the counties of 

At a spccia.l~>ession of the city coun- namiltoo and of Web6le7 as they now 
cil the following resolutions, which stand was engineered by Mr . Duu­
werc read by ltev. ~nook, \vere pu~cd eombe and ~r. Willson. It wn.s in 
b_y a unanimous vote: 1 ~;,,; , and what was t hen • Webster 

HE::;t•~.<:cT . A~U co~J,oLI·.~c.!::. county conr-,isted of the. present, coun-

Wher~&s, in · the pr.o.ridence of ty, the lo"";er half of llumboldtcounty, 
Almighty God, our distingUh~d pio- the upper half being anne~ed to 1\os· 
ut:er cittzt=u aud ft: llow·tow ·mqu, sutb and the whole of what is now 
lion. Walter C. Willson. has be rc· Uamiltou county. The county seat 
mon~d from the t;Cenee of e rtb, had . only a ~:>hort time . previous been 
therefore, 

I~eS'Olvcd. by the City Council, of remov~d from Homer to Fort Dodge, 
Webster City, lowa, in special M:ssion only after & long and bitter tight and 
a~gembled, tba" in the ~;udden . Jeath much hard feeling. 
of ex-Mayor Willson, we recogn iz~ the · It was the pet idea of 1\fr. \Villson to 
loss o f a valued citi;-.~;:n anu a true 
f.riend of thc·UJ~ateria.l interests of the hn'"e a. eepare.te couoty organized out 
city. That for nearly balf a century of the eastern·half of Webster, and to 

erecl that the Walnut he baR devoted hib best encrgie~ and this end a bill was introduced in the 
l extended' to Cuion great. industry to the upbuilding of senate by him. The county of Ila.mil -

) \\'ebsttr City aud the surrounding 
. . country, aud lbe people owe much to ton wae created and the county seat, 

tmtttee 'vas Instructed to his indomitable energy for tb 3 c it ·8 Webster Ci ty, chosen, on the very spot 
'razier as driver of the I past gro.wth and presen~ proRperdy. \vhcre the fi rst log cabin of IVhite men 
0 a. month. fhat whtle m .. ny of us dtffered with stood, built and lived in by Walter 
)tntnittee was on motion him in plane or methods adopte~l or to and ~umlcr Willson. A g ood portion 

' . . ' be adopted, we must all recogntzc the 
k after the bull d1 ng of fact. that during all the years of the of the Humboldt grab was relin· 
r6 follows : F. D. Young, city's existence his best thoughts and· quishcd, 1\ossuth g iving up her por­
. J. D. ltir.te. onergies ha,·e been d~votecl to its tion, but the lower tier of 'town ships 
be a special meeting of growth and improvement . . Thatin his was rete.incd by Webster. This 

death the common p,eople of the com-
educsday night to make rnunhy have lo~;t a. true and generous brought on almost enule1:1s .J itigation, 
te ensuing ye&:r. friend . He was a lways rearly to a.irl in which the leJ{al glant11 o f the time 
.1.~ .\J.J.tJ\\'1-:I•. the neerly and gh·e encournge_ment to took part. The tnn ttcr was finally 
~ht.... . .. . .. .. . .. 1~ •. 00 thTehuntf<;>rb nate........ t' f l. rarried to the liupretu<> court, llum-

~ 1n comme.~.ora 100 o llH }Just 1 b ldt' , . l · r 1 dl 1 \ T d 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · li~!. ~; He r vices for the ft'eHarc nnd J{eneral .o s C~tie >etng tan e l 'Y .' ll ge 
'· ... . ... : . .. . ..... :: r;,};, J.:'OO<.l of the city and county. llte City C~1csle r C. r,,,l~ au~l .John A. huhson, 
& Sou . . . . . . . . . . . 10. ·1:1 Council will attend in a body tho fiual anti \Vebstcr's bide by .John F. Dnn-
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r r· 1 services . to be held over his remain a, ·co\nb·e · {lrtd ~ 

1
uq.:- 11 mentts wore mntle . 

.. ~ · .:~ ' and we ht~>eby invite nll pas t oflicers · ' · 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · . . ·· ·· ·•• : of the city to unite with 118 in thi~; :celing run hit!h und the ntt.entlvn o f 

o .. ......... ,.. .... ;~,,;.., 1 o•bliervo.nce us an exprc~~>si on o f our tht· t.tute wu:~ <.:untl'rcd. on t.h<.~ <'OUten· 
fun d .... . . . . ..... . ~! llfl. tJIJ i J.:"r_ie! and ~;orrow at hili t-U<Iden clo- U ·. The special net ·o f the ~<'gisla-

' • ~<, r I mtse . ' t u.~ determining that the aorthcrn 
·: · ... · That we exlen<l ont· heart-fnl t avm-
' · · ·l'! 

1 
patlty and condolenct' to the fa,;llly tier o f townships 'in Webster county 

· · · ' • · • · • · • • · · • ... . :5 ·~.IJIJ anrl r:f'latlveR of the rleceased. shou lu go to II nmboltl t was declar('d 

. ............. . . . 
~Jd .. ... .......... . . 

·l. ~fJ That a copy of these re~;olntions b('l noconetit\ltional, and the flnal at· 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ::11. ~ :. pr<~~;e ntcd to the family: ihnl th«'y bo tempt of Ilumbol(lt county to regain 

u c I) :-.prcad upon the rt>cords o f the city h dl · 11 ..1 1 
: J I and furnished the city papors for pub- t e. ~oo y ncrcage a og('u to ave 

0
• · · · • · • · • • • . -. • • • · .. •.1:!0 Jli catlon. · - - · becu o:i thheld h:om h~r, quieted. '' 

•• • : ........... 0 

JUne l'u b. Co ..... . 
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year or t\vo. Then moved to Vermillion I Octoher 8, 18:14, possessed ~r bnt one suit of 
County, Illinois, and thence in 1849 to Ap- clothes which he wore, and 83 in cash; this 
panoosc County. Iowa, coming thence in 1852 same day be made a trip on forlt of sixteen 
to Hamilton County. .At that time there 1 miles, through dense and pathless woods, 
was not a honse on the present site of Web- ~hen he put up for the night, paying for his 
ster City, nnd only six families in the county. entertainment 81.50, thus reducing Lis bank 
He locatec.l on section _33, Doone Townshi p, account one-half. The following day he com­
about a mile east of the postofficc. Ile en- pleted his journey, a distance of forty-five 
tcrcd 3~~ acres of Government lanc.l, which miles, landing at his btother's honsc. Jlis 
he impro\'ed and made his ·home until 18G8, I father fol lowed a few days later, r~maining_ 
when he went to J efferson County, 1\ansas, here a short time, when lJC retnrnec.l to his 
where his wife dieJ in February, 1885, and home in York State. On the en! of bis 
where he now li>es. .Mr. and .Mrs. Lyon had departnre, howe>er, he called his son asiJe 
a family of nine children, fi>c of whom are aud said: "'Valtcr, h0\'1' much money haYe 
living- J ohn and Jotham, of thi ~; county; you?" Walter thoughttl.aeqncstion lcatling, 
Richat·d, of "\Vnshington Territory; Mary and ga.~e an evasive ans,~er, cou pling ''ith it 
Ann, of J cfl'erson Cou nty, Kansas, and the remark, that perhaps he coulc.l gi>e the 
George, of Hamilton County. The deceased information his father desired upon maki ng 
are Martha, wife of J esse Bishop; J nne, an invoice of his pants. The inn~stigatiou 

wife of A. Moffatt; Iluldah, second wife of was made on the sly, d isclosing the fact that 
Jesse Bishop, and Sarah wife of Thomas fifty cents was his hnlance, Lut the collapsed 
Hopewell. In politics .Mr. Lyon is a. R e- condition of the young 111an',; purse \\aS kept 
pnhli cnn. Jle is a member of the Method- safely enough from the father's knowledge. 
ist Episcopal church. The father feared his son':; finances were at 

low eLb, and insisted on his accepting assis-
' ··~ · lt~£ • ~·· '" tance to aid him through the winter. Tl1is 

offer \vas too much for the boy's pride., and 

1 .. il ON. WALTER C. AND SUMLER although penniless and in a strange land, he 
~ - ' WILLSO:N.-In sl;-"tching tl1e career declined it with a Langhty ai r. Pluck nnd 

' of a useful and eventful life we find no independence were prominent traits in the 
easy task. Unlike the man who has slipped young man's "make up,' which haYc clung 
noisclc~;sly through life's warfare and is dis- to him tbrongh his successful life. At parting 
tinguished alone in some one particular role, the father proposed, as an incenti'e for the lnd 
is the individual whose influence has touched to economize, that if on his twenty-first 
every branch of trade tha.t comes in the march birthday, he hivl snvec.l from his earnings 8100, 
and progress of almost fifty years, of whom he would present him with an cq unl nmonnt. 
too m~lCh can not lJe said . As the founder of J~efure "\Y alter became of age the father 
'V custer City and the sn hject of our sketch c.licd, but all ha.d been arranged, nnd as 
we introduce to onr renders the lion. " raltcr " raltcr had saved over 82,000 he recci,·cd 
C. "\Villsou . At t!Je age of nineteen he, in the 8100 on his becoming twenty-one. 
company with his father, left his natiYc land After n few day's recreation nt his lwoth· 
in pursuit of employment, at-ri\'ing at :Mil- cr's he st:trtcd out in search of work. After 
waukee, "\Visconsin, at one o''Ciock P. l\L w:tlkiug 300 milcr:, and failing to obtain 

/ 
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a situation, he came back to his brother's 
home much discoura~ed, a victim of hard 
lock. Shortly after his return he hired 
ont to a neighbor to chop tamarac poles 
for fencing at 88 per month. li e worked 
hard through the long winter, laying aside 
every dollar, and the following spring pur­
chased forty acres of land adjoining his 
brother's farm, walking to .Miht"ankee in the 
night time to secure the deed, a distance of 
forty miles. These lands he sold two weeks 
after his purchase at 84:00, thus netting n hand­
some profit, and was at heart the richest man 
in the nortlnvcst. His tirst ~entnre in the 
way of business was establishing the first store 
and the build in~ of the first hotel at Palmyra, 
Wisconsin, known as the l'almyra House. 

1 this hotel his married life began, his bride 
.:ing but a girl of seYcntcen, who ·diu the 

honors as landlady as with an old-fashioned 
grace bom of e:"':perience. It was in this city 
the firm of W. C. and S. Willson }u\d its 
birth, the partnership cot"eriug a period of 
thirty-six years. The Willsons did business 
here for two years, and selling, next locate<.l at 
Omro, \Visconsin, then a new town, ngain 
engaging in general merchandizing and also 
built the Fox Ri>er Hotel. This hotel was 
sold two years later, and the Commercial 
House was built by them, which was sold 
directly after completion. Snmle1·'s time was 
gi"t"en to the C'.arc of the store, while Vl. C. 
engaged with Hobert W. Cra\\ford in the lum­
ber business, which yielded good margins. 
The efforts of the Willsons in their various 
enterprises while in Wisconsin was an 
unbroken train ·of successes, their accu­
mulations, amounting to 822,000, being 
brought to 'Vcbster City, to which mny be 
.attributed its thrifty growth and de,·elop­
ment. In 185~ they came to I owa, locating 
and pmch:tsing lnrgc tracte of lan<.l, part of 
which they platted nuu christencu W eLster 

City. In the summer of tltc same year 
they built a saw-mill, being the fi rst in the 
county, and also diu the first grinding here. 
Shortly after this mill was purchased by 
Stoddard & Prey. In 185() :Messrs. ·Willson 
bro~nght to Hamilton County the first steam 
saw-mill, which was nftcrwanl eold to Rosen­
crans, Fenton, Jones & Co. During the 
summer of 1857 \fiJJson Brothers erected 
a lar~e brick flouring-mill at a cost of 
815,000, with three sets of burrs, aud a 
capa~ity of 200 barrels of flour per clay. 
Upon these mills the towns of Sioux City, 
Algona and F qrt Dodge depended, nnd in 
fact the entire northwest was snppli<.-d frorn 
the \\illson :Mills, all of the macLincry fur 
t.hese mills Leing hauled o,·erland frot~ the 
:Mississippi TiiYer and Iowa City. Frouti~r 
1i fc to men of cui ti Yation and refincm<.-n t, 
without mail facilities and cotnmunicat;0 n 
with the outside world, made tLe:ir pitJn<:er 
home almost nucndnralo!c. P~iziucr the 

0 

ad,·ant.'lges of mail scr>ire the two Lruthcrs 
sought auou t to open a thoroughfare--tLrvngh 
the Western Stage Company- 1et,recn Cedar 
Falls and Sioux City, and SDC<'e<~OO in hear-
ing away tlte palm in oppositi<•n trJ compt:ina 
riYal lines represented by T. I. Alltn, St.e-rriO 
& De~·otec, faYoring Batch Grort, with Snell 
& Dutterworth in the interests of D 0mer. 
'l'o secure this line uo small effort w~ re-
qnired in the fnce of such ri,·alry, bnt ·J~tcr-
mination wns plainly 'Hitteu 011 the \\Elwn 
banner, and the ronte was estalJiielJE:d a.: tl1e 
expense of a hca>y bonos. In th· 10ir::rr of 
18 5G-'57, :Mr. W. C. Wi!!=on rep~xHE't!.ltis l'011 rt.- ,.., 
people in the Iowa~te, and t:.roGp ' ]t is 1 ·, . '' I .& 

instrumentality llamilton Count_"~"~~ f~ .. :-:ned j 
anu W ehstcr City made the cap!:.ai. _;., the l 
time of the Spirit La!>e maE-e..:;.ere o: 15~7 I 

I ·webster City was put nnder tn.a.r6.; bw, ! 
with John Peak as Ul!onel oi 1\ ~:e:- C. • 

I 
Will:;un a:; Captain of livwe Gu_ .... .;;_ A J 

'- · I l 
I 

I 
i 
j 
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company of fifty men organized at \\.,.eb- also lun-ing charge of the store, while \V. C. 
ster City, accompanied by a less nnmucr from attended the flouring-mill and superintended 
Fort Dodge, hastened to the scene of this their large areas of lands. }[ost of the prin­
horrible butchery. :Much suffering was ex- ci pal business bnildings of Webster City were 
perienced from hunger, exposnre and se,·ere ' built by the W"illsou brother~, or by their aid. 
cold among those who went t~ the rescue, Attention may be called to this one fact, that 
Captain· Johnston, of Webster City. and a :Mr. the Willsons ha,·e erectecl in all one lmndred 
Burgholder, surrendering their lin•s through and thirty-three buildings within the limi"s 
loyalty and loYe for their fellow-men. In I of Webster City; the Opera Ilon;;e was built 
this time of need l\Ies~>rs. Willson were wide at an outlay of 820,000, the brick block on 
a\vake to the . sitnation, and immediately Second street, 11ow occupied by Lee Bl'others, 
started a wagrm laden with barrel;; of pork, fi,·e mills, three hotels, etc. :llir. S. Willson 
flour, meal and pro>isions of all kinds to this gave much ofhis time to educational interests, 
field of bloodshed and suffering. In the fall being a member of the school board for many 
of 1861 W. C. Willson mo,·ed to Chicngo, years, and president 'vhen tl1e present beau­
embarking in the commi:;sion business, part- tiful school-building was built, he selling the 
ner in the firm of Hand, Willson & Co., at bonds and negotiating the loans. He was an 
the same time condneting the lumber husi- active~ far-sighted business man, and dc,·oted 
ness under the firm styled \Yillson, Ennis & to any cause he might espouse. The pnrt­
Smitlt, being successful in each. He re- nership of the \\Tillson Brothers existed no­
tired from both brancltcs and returned to til the winter of 1882, when the bond was 
"T ebster City six years later, owing, or on broken only on the death of Sumler. In the 
ncconnt of the land grant made to the old fall of 1876 the Webster City Crooked Creek 
Dnbnque & Sioux City Hailroad Company, Railroad and Coal Company was organized 
and re-grant to J olm I. Blair, knowing he had with W altct· C. Willson as president and 
the means and ability to complete this road general manager. This company purchased 
to Sioux City. To this enterpt·ise :Jlr. Will- large tracts of land in Webster County, and 
son deYoted his entire time and energies for laid ont the to\m of Lehigh, deYeloping what 
one year, assuming the responsiuilities to is known as the Crooked Creek Coal .Mines, 
place the ties and put do'm the iron ft·om and in the year 1886 the same company con­
a point near Webster City to Storm Lake. n structed the \Vebster City & Southwestern 
distance of eighty miles. On the fir;;t en- Rn.ilroad. 
gine that cro:>sed the bridge at Dubuque W. C. Willson was born in the State 
Mr. 'Villson ~as a passenger, in company of New York, in the year 1824:, in the 
with Colonel Mason, and it was he that held village of Arkwright, a son of Zebina and 
the le\·cr that controlled the ih~t engine thnt 1 Polly (Smith) Willson. In early life he was 
stnrtled the uati,·es with its sl11·ill scream, in tangltt that "honesty wns the best policy," 
every quiet hamlet from \rcb~ter City to that perseverau_ce nnu industry would bring 
terminal. In the yenr 1SG9 the old \\Tillson sure re,mrd . From these teachings he hns 
H ouse was built and opemted by \\r. C. anJ nerer departed, nnd as the rcsull, e,·ery am­
S. \rillson, a com n10clious and mot! ern struc- I bi tion has been renlized. I mulo'·able and 
tnrc, erected ar an cxpen:;c of t;l5,0t)0, ~lr . . 

1

l finn in his convictions, faithful nnd confiuing 
S. \\~illson giving it bis special attention, with friends: cheerful anu courteous in bnsi-
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)less, affectionate and devoted in his horne; if 
these are the essentials to greatness, tl1en 
Walter "Willson's name belongs to the roll of 
honor. lie married, J nly 27, 184:3, .Miss Ca~ 
lista Louisa Rickerson, daughter of lion. 
Charles 0. Hicke1·son, and also a native of 
.New York State. Her father InO\·ed to Pal-

. 
f'~~RTIIUR R MILLARD. farmer and 

1.k~ stock-raiser, 'ms born in Putnam Conn­
f.--:::=- ty, Illinois, September 27, 1S49, a son 
of Benjamin :Millard, a prominent citizen of 
Webster City. He was six years old when 
his parents moved. to Hamilton County, and 
l1ere he was reared and educ.'lted. Tie re-

myra, "\V'isconsin, in the year 184:2, and two mained at home until his marriage, and then 
years later to tile State capital, where he be- settled on the farm '"here he now li>es, 
came q uitc conspicuons in the political affairs which is a part of the land entered by his 
of the State, scn·ing anum ber of years in the father. He has always gi\·en his attention 
State Legislatu re. He died of a fe\·er in to ngricnltnre and stock-raising, and being a 
"\V ntmtown, New York, while returning from pmctical, energetic man, has been successful. 
a visit to the Pacitic coast. In conclusion, it llis farm is now one of the best in the county, . 
is but fair to add, tl1at whate,·er the snccess his 160 acres all being under fine cultiYntion. 
of our snl1ject, much credit is due the esti- Mr. :Millanl was married December 19, 1871, 
mable wife in whom Mr. "\Villson hns e\·er to Anwinettc Powers, a native of CJe,·clnud, 
found n reliable and safe counselor. In so- Ohio, daughter of Salmon and Susan (Depew) 
ciety she hns pro,·ed herself the one bright J>owers, early settlers of Hardin County, 
stnr in the social clns,;tct·, be]o,·cd by all, imi- 1 Iowa. l\[r. and Mrs .. Millard hnYe three 
tnted by mnny, courteous nnd kind at all children: Lonressa D., Myrtle nnu Lornl Fern. 
tim<>s, e\·erywhere winning friends. In total, · In politics .Mr . .Millard is a ltepublicnn. 
Mrs. Willson is one of the popnlar ladies of 
the land. To :Mr. and Mrs. Willson were ~H~'+-<--
born four children, of whom three nre de-
ceMed. F!·nnk E. is n resident of Webster ~ ~i\DltE\V J. LARSOX, n well-known, 
City, whero he is associated in business with i!A ~ enterprising citizen of Scott Township, 
his father. lie married, March 20, 1888, ~;.: was born in .Norway, March 25, 1~36, 
Miss Minnie A. Arthur. Sumler \\illson a son of J ohn aml Elizabeth Larson. In 
was born Mnrch 10, 1826. He was mnrrieu 1857 the parents came to .America w·ith their 
November 4, 1853, to Miss Abbie M. Holt, family, nnd settled first in Grundy County, 
a daughter of Lemuel and Susan Holt, natiYCS lllinois, and subsequently mo,·ed to Hamilton 
of Vermont, of English and Scotch ~tncestry. County, Iowa, and settled on section 1!>, 
li rs. "\Yillson was born in Vermont, remain- Scott Township, where the father died in 
ing there until 1857, when she cnme to l own, 18G5. The mother and younger children 
and wns married the next year. To them li,·e in Hamilton County. They had a 
\>ere born two chilJren-Cinra, wife of C.\\~. family of eight children-Euger, of Story 
Thompson, of San Diego, Calitornin, and County, Iowa; Audrew J., of Hamil ton Coun-
1'enessa :M., wife or M. C. llcnnebcny, of ty; Lars J., of Story 0onnty; Ole J., or lJli. 
Akron, Colorado. :Mr. Sumler Willson was j nois; Anna J., who died in Story County, 
a prominent merubcr of the Ma:>onic frate1·- ~ aged thirty-fou r years; Samnd J., Oliver J. 
nity. and .Melinda, \vho c.lioo at the ago of twenty-
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rc.wuty uroup Kt::coru 

FamilySearchlM International Genealogical Index v5.0 

Family Group Record 
Husband 

Walter Cordon Willson 

Birth: 28 DEC 1824 Laona, Chautauqua, New York 
Christening: 
Marriage: 27 JUL 1848 
Death: 19 AUG 1900 Webster City, Hamilton, Iowa 
Burial: 

Father: Zeb_kla Willson 
Mother: 

Wife 
Calista Louisa Ricketson 

Birth: 18 MAR 1831 Rutland, Meigs, Ohio 
Christening: 
Marriage: 27 JUL 1848 
Death: 25 NOV 1907 
Burial: 

Father: Chartes Cook Ricketson 
Mother: Sally Everton 

Children 

1. Em~ Amelia Willson 
Female 

Birth: MAY 1853 Webster City, Hamilton, Iowa 
Christening: 
Death: APR 1854 
Burial: 

.t'age 1 or 1 

North America 

P~igree 

Family 

Pedigree 

Family 

Pedigree 

2. Chartes Walter Willson Pedigree 
Male 

Birth: 1856 Webster City, Hamilton, Iowa 
Christening: 
Death: 25 MAR 1857 
Burial: 

3. Frank Elmer Willson Pedigree 
Male 

Birth: 11 JUN 1861 Webster City, Hamilton, Iowa 
Christening: 
Death: 25 MAR 1907 
Burial: 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All riQhts reserved. 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/searcb/IGVfamily _group _record.asp?familyid= 16649961... 7/31/2009 
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ancestry 
You searched for Walter C. Willson in Iowa 

1880 United States Federal Census 

Name: Walter C. Willson 

Home in 1880: Webster City, Hamilton, Iowa 

Age: 58 

~~~timatcd Birth abt1822 
Year: 

Birth place: New York 

Relation to Head Self(Head) 

of Household: 

Spouse's Name: Calista 

Neighbors: View others oo page 

Occupa tion: Speculator 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

~an no t read wnte: 
Blind : View image 

Deaf and d umb: 

OJhe~ritr: tSa c : 
Idiotic or insane: 

Household Name 

Members : Walter C. Willson 

Calista Willson 

Frank E. Willson 

Source (' italian: Y<"Ar: 1880: Ct'nsu~ l'lare: «'ebster City, llamifton. Iowa : Roll T9_342; 
F'amil) liistof)- Film: J2,t;43.J:t; Pagt-: 19';.2000: Enum('ration Distric-t: 102: Image: O.JOO. 

Source Information: 

Age 

58 

45 

19 

\nrt"stry.rom and Tht" Churrh of.h•sus Christ of Latler·day S~ints. 1880 t·'nited States Federul 
Census (rlatabaw on-lint'). Pn>\'0, UT. USA: Tht• C£'ntrations Network. Inc .. 2005. t88o U.S. 
Cf'OSIIS Jrtd('x prO\'idcd by11w Church or .JtM1S Christ or Lattt'r-da) Saints© Copyright 1999 
lntttlh.•ctttal Rt-~erve. Inc. All rights re$erved. All t l se is subject to the limited use licenSE' and othrr 
tl'rmsand C"ondition.) applicablt to this sit<'. Odgin~l data: Ut~ih•d Statt'$ of AmC'rira. Bun• au of 
thr Census. 1'enth Census of the {inited States, 1880. Washington. D.C.: National .-\f'('hi\'f'S and 
Rt"Cords Administration. a88o. T9. 1.454 rolls. 

Description: 
This databaSE> is an indt>x to so million indhiduals tnurnf'ratt"d in thf' 1880 Unitrct States F~·deral 
Ctnsus. Cl·n~u~ takt'rr; rteordt•d many dC'tail~ including ('ac:h p<'I"SOn's nanw, addrt~s. ()("C\tpation. 
relationship to tht" head of household. ra<:t". st"x. age at last birthday. marital s tatus. plaN" of birth. 
part'ru.s' pi art· of birth. Additionally. the names orthOS(-' Iisted on the population S<'hedult an" 
linkt"d to aC'Hial imilges o( tht' a88o Feduttl CC"n->ns. Learn mor~ ... 

rag~ 1 01 1 
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ancestry 
You searched for Walte.r C. Willson in Iowa 

1900 United States Federal Census 

:-.=arne: Walte.r P Willson 
[Walte.r C Willson) 

Home in 1900: Webster City, Hamilton, Iowa 

Age: 76 

Bit1h Date: Dec 1823 

Birthplace: NewYork 

Race: White 

Ethnicity: American 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 

Head of House: 

Father's New York 

flirthplace: 

Mother's NewYork 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's Name: Calista L 

!\larriage year: 1850 

Marital Status: Married 

Years Married: so 

Residence : Webster City, Hamilton, Iowa 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 
Members: Walter P Wlllson 

Calista L Willson 

FrankE Willson 

Minni A Willson 

Walter C Willson 

Source Citation: Ytar: 1900: Census Plarr: Wcb . .;terOty,llamilton, /owu, Roll 
10~3 435 Page: ../8; Enumtr<llion Distrit;t: 102. 

Source lriformation: 
-tncestnJ.com. 1900 United States 1-t:deral (tn."'u~ /databa.~4' cm-lirrtl. Prot·o, l T, l ·s \: Tht 
CenerCJtions Setwork, Inc: .. 200-1- Original data· l'nittd 'itatt.,· of bntriet",, 8urtau of tht• 
Census. 7Wef/th C.en.'tus of the l .'nited States, 1900- J\ 'a.<lihington f>.C • \'ationul -\rchiL·es artd 
Record..< ~dmini.strotion, 1900. T62:J. 11!54 rolls 

IJeseriprion: 
Thi.~ database is em index to indit1duals enum~rattd "' tht 1900 t mt~ Stat a fcdtrul Cen~ll.~. 
lht Th:<lfth Cm.<us vf the { "nittd Statts. CetL<uStoktrs rvn,.d<d many detail. mrluding ru<h 
per,.on s name, address. relahoruhip to tht htad of hoUMhold. color or roC'C' sex, m011th and 
~r of birth. age otla.st birthday. murital status. number o.fJJI!Urs marrl~d. the total number of 
chudrn~ bom of rhe mother, the number of th-duldrm l1nng, birrhplaa: bmhp/occ offothrr 
and moth~r. if the indindual U."G..IIiijor~ign bom. th~ ymr of lmmrgi"'tton and tht number of 
years in tht l't1ited5tates, tht drizrruhip stotLd offordgn &onta•tdi~;,ducW: ot.~r age tu:mry 
one O<nJpation. and more. ~ddinana/ly, the name< of th<>se luttd on thi papulation schftlult 
ory linked to ac-tual image:- ofth~ 190CJ Federal Census. Uom mort' • 

rage 1 or 1 
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• Actions 
Begin New Search 

Refine J..ast Search 

CemeterY Lookup 

Add Burial Records 

H~ with Find A Grave 

Find all Willsons In: 

• Graceland Cemetery 

• Webster City 
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• low~ 

• FinJill Grave 
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Success Storl~ 
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Support Find A Grave 

Log In 
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Find 
Nationwide 

Cemetery 
Records! 

SearCh over 400,000,000 
n!OOrdS Instantly. 

First Name: 

t..ast Name 

State 

Nationwide 

Select record type: 

Public 
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Death 
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Marria<le 

Divorce 
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Search for Your Ancestors Today 

F st ~ -e ~st ~arne 

Birth: Dec. 28, 1824 
Death: Aug. 16, 1900 

Burial:: 
Graceland_Cemetery 
Webster City 
Hamilton County 
Iowa, USA 
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