
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

• 

St and ard Po rm For Hembera of the Le9ls 1atu re 

Harne of Reprosentative ~ ~<;f,/l~WJ Senator ___ _ I9p ,·, , of!. U /j"C,fim'rr?'" 

2 . HarriaQe (5) date place 

3. Slqn ficant eventa for examp l e: . . 

A. Bu. 1 ne .. "'£uq. l'v.,,·JcA·,..; ~&;" ~ IlCan!"u./ 

B. Civic r •• pon'ibllltl ••. -"t,I._<~f(~~~~,~~~ __________ _ 

C. Pro f ••• 10 .. ~~-u~~ _ __________________________________ __ 

, 
t. Church meob.r'hlp, __ ~~,-~~-c~~~·<~'~~.1~ ________________________ __ 

5. Se.,ions served f. "1#,.1", ,,,kUM./. ,p... /W"7''i'P , I 

6 . Public Offlc •• 

A. Local _ _____ _ _ _____ ___________ _ 

. C. Hational ________________________________________________ __ 

7. D •• th, ________________ ~---------

8. childron~(~"'''., ' k';;:;'/,~ , r{~/1(;{J!'?" . , " 8,,(,. tbI, ,'Y 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

[0. Educatlc n flIe,b.if, 
7 

- --------------------
-----------------

-----------------------



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

· . 

Sources Log For Legislation Bntriea 

~pplicability 

Source .lion ~pplicable . Applicable Information obtained 

c/m1!:;/: ~t:£k 1~-19$;', ~ £1 -~- c"f - /!, aiL/, IJr-u 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

HARDIN COUNTY 
IOWA 
1981 

Written by the People of Hardin County 
and Compiled by the Hardin County 

Histona l Society 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

,oin& into shock! Hopping from rug to rug seemed 10 
be the easiest solution but if the fea son for getting 
out of bed was to make a trip \0 the Outhouse, 100 
much stress and nerds!: could overload the body's 
Waste sys te m. A person who had a grea t need \0 get 
1'''' "r bed had to plan the strategy of getting dressed 

i'I advance. Wearing socks \0 bed sometimes 
I •. ..d, but if YOll are a forgetful pt1'$On. you're in 
trouble. Therefore, it was essential to keep the 
dothing that was to be worn as dose to Ihe bed as 
possible. I learned to drus very quickly on those cold 
days. 

On many of those days, Grandpa had al ready 
awakened and so, a fi re was built in Ihe Slove 
downsta irs. In the houSe:, there was not I venl system 
as in our "modern" house back in 1heeil1' The vents 
\0 the upstairs " 'cre holes covered With gratings 
which wcre in the noors and usually found in the 
corner of the bedroom. They used the principle thai 
heat ri ses. Unfortunately the amount of heat availa· 
ble to rise to the upstairs was not as large as the 
amount of cold lir already there. The only trick 
other than hopping around or dressing quickly was 
tostiultc yourself d irca]y over a grating,!?iving you 
enough time to rein as you completed thIS chore. 

These gratings not only provided heat in the 
win ter but were also marvelous structures which 
allowed for eaves.dropping. I can'l recall an~ of the 
conversat ions, but I' m sure they were quite en te r
taining! 

Ah, to be young again Ind worry only about how 
to gel out of bed without discomfort . Vicki Jo 
Cogdja 

Curtis J. Conway 
In ]905 an eighteen ~ear old boy came to Iowa 

from his home in Ohio. Having heard tales abou t the 
west he brought with him a 22 cal ibre pistol and a 
pai r of brass knuckles "to fight off the indians." This 
was my.grandfather, Carson W. Conway. l ie found 
only friends m Iowa and never had use for his 
weapons. T hey now hang on the walld my den along 
with other treasured family mementos. 

rsiesellied in the Zearing area where he found 
on a farm . He met and courted Ada Holcomb, 

the daughter of an earlier Ohio emigrant. Carsie 
and Ada Conway were married on November 2), 
191 \. To this union were born two children, John 
and Wilbur. The family farmed for a timc, then 
Carsie went into the farm implement business. 

Thc Conways moved to H ubbard in 1929 and 
conlin ued the implement business. On April 10, 
19)) Conway Implement sold tbe first rubber tired 
Iractor in the a)u nty. Wilbur, my dad, grew to 
manhood and joined his father in business. He 
continued working with farm machinery and cars 
through out his life. 

"Wib" met a good looking H ubbard girl and on 
:mber I, 1940 Wilbur Coo way and June Hen

.(SOn were wed. They made their home in Hub
bard where, after Dad's World War II service, they 
ra ised their family. We kids, Pamela, Curt is, Can
dace, and Cynthia grew up town brats and loved it. 
We had a long, hard one block walk to school and 
two to church. We look back toour years a t good old 
Hubbard High wilh fond memories. 

I continued my education at Ellsworth College. 
then decided to enlist in the Navy to "sec the world." 
My first three and a half years were spent on shure 
in Southem California and only the last si ~ months 
at sea on the aircraft carrier USS Killy Ha .... k . The 
beSt thing I got out of the service was nly' wife , who 
I met through a Navy friend in California and 
married shortly . fter my di!;Charge. 

Candace Fox and I were married Oe<:cmber 2, 
1912 in California and then moved back to Iowa. [ 
now work with Dubberke Construction doing caf
penlry and bui ld ing. Candy works in the Business 
Oflice at the Eldora T raining School. We enjoy our 
life here in Hubbard. We have friends with common 
inlerests and like doing things with them. A lot of 
our spare time is spent right here in Ihe county. 
When not working 00 projects such as the always 
on-going remodeling of our first ve ry own house, we 
like to get into the greal outdoo r~. I always look 
forward 10 pheasant season for wcek-end hunts with 
friends . Both Candy and r have gotten inw cross
country skiing when snow conditions allow in the 
winter . During Ihe reSI of the year we like to hike 
throuJ.h the woods and along thc creeks watching 
the WIldlife, enjoying and rclaxing, 

f ra nk Cook 
A member of the four th I$cneration of his famil y 

to fa rm in orJncar New PrOVidence; Frank Cook and 
his wife Phyllis liye on and farm the former Sher
man Wooten farmstead four and a half miles west of 
Union. 

Frank, the middle of three sons of Maurice and 
Fern Cook, wa~ born in his parents' farm home 
south of New Providence. H is mother often talks 
aboulthat time during Ihe Deprcssion. The morning 
Frank was born, his father burned ninety of his one 
hundred hogs which had died of cholera because 
they a)u ld not afford to have them vacc;:inated. They 
burned corn cobs for fuel that winter because corn 
was bringing ten cents a bushel. 

Frank graduated from New Providence High 
School; and, after completing his second year at 
1.s.U., was drafted by the U,S. Army. He mel and 
married Phyllis, a native of Boston, MaS.$achusc\lS. 
in Germany where she was employed asan Informa
tion Spc<:ialiSl for the U.S. Air Force. After com
pleting his Army tour of duty, Frank retu rned to 
Iowa State. He and Phyllis made their home in 
Ames where their oldest son, Robert , was born. 

Frank startcd farming with a 1948 Minneapolis 
Moline tractor . The only other pie<:e of equipment 
he had wasa manure spreader traded for a 1946 car . 
m, fa ther loaned his ten bred sows and that was the 
beginning of today's 1000-hog operat ion. He also 
has a large cattle feeding setup. 

His first farm, through which ran a former Pony 
Express route, was rented from John Wood and 
located between Whitten and Union. Barbara and 
Richard were born whi le they lived there. 

In 1961 they moved to the Wilson Hadley farm 
southeast of New Providence. From there Ihey 
moved to the Wooten place in 1961. They now own 
parts of three Wooten farms and the Roy Pevehouse 
farm . These arc a ll known as the Robarick farms. 

Robert attended Iowa State and is married 10 the 
former Joyce Miller of Hubbard. Rob, Joyce, and 
their children, Janelle and Jared, live on the Cook 
estate place purehased by Frank 's great great 
grandfather one hundred yea rs ago from the origi
nal homesteader. Rob and Fra nk farm togethe r. 
Barbara graduated from Iowa S ta te and teaches in 
the Gladbrook Community Schools. Barb and her 
husband, Mark Schwarck, live on the Schwarck 
farm north of Whitten. Rick is now a senior at Iowa 
State majoring in farm operations and agricultural 
economics. He is also a licensed aircraft pilot. 

Since thei r marriage, Phyl h·as worked as a 
secretary and taugh t school. Presently, she is a 
substitute teacher in the area schools. She is a 
graduate of Boston University and ita! a Master'S 
Degree in library science from the Universi ty of 
NOfthern Iowa . 

Frank tau~ht vocational agriculture one year 
after graduatIng from college and has served 9n the 
boa rds of the Lawn Hill Coopera tive, Community 
Church of Union, South Hardin Manor, and wason 
Ihe original board of the South Hardin Recrea tion 
Area. 

George W. Coo k 
Joseph R. Bushman (my grandfather) was the 

fifth of seven children born to David and Eya 
(Spangler) Bushman, who brou$htthei r family to 
Carroll County, Iowa. by wagon 10 July 184). They 
were among the carly settlers who farmed a land 
grant from the government. Joseph came to Hardin 
County in thc fall of 1865 to start farming on his 
own. He first sellied in Clay Township and eight 
yea rs later moved to Alden Township wherc he also 
held thcofficcofschool di rector. He married Eunice 
Baker in 1858 and they had six children - Abram 
Fred. Lydia. Arvilla, Th '-!resa. Ellioll, John and 
Carrie. 

Three of the children remained in Hardin Coun
ty. with Carrie living on the home place until 1909 
when she moved into Aldcn. Abram fred was an 
undertaker and had a furniture store in Alden. 
Elliott (my father) farmed across the road f rom Ibe 
home place, and in 190) he married Maud Cochran. 
They had four childrcn. Helen. who was born in 
1904. died of diphtheria at the age of 6 . I was born 
in 1906. My brother Clive was born in 1909 and 
passed away in 1912, a residen t of Kelso, Washing
ton. My younger siS le r. Ha?e] Pearson, who now 
lives in Van Nu)'S, California, was born in 1913. 

My father died in 19 [6, leaving my mother with 
three children. We moved to a home in Wilke in 
] 911, and when my mother died suddenly in 19] 9, 
the three of us went 10 live with an aun t in Nebraska . 
A year later [ came back to Alden to li ve with Uncle 
Fred. I graduated from Alden High School and 
Ellsworth College. After working in Iowa Falls for 
one year, J went to Qrd, Nebraska, where I met and 
later marric<J George Cook. We farmed several 
years near O rd before returning to the home farm 
near Alden in 1940. We have fi ve children - Clive 
(now living in Waterloo), Catherine Smalley (who 
lives in Iowa Falls), Robert (who lives in Iowa 
Falls), Harold (now living in Hudsonville, Michi· 
gan) and Charlene Shore (who lives in Eldora), We 
have 16 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchildren. 

Someof my fondest memories a re my carly school 
days. I walked to country school with an older 
neighbor boy and remember having to practically 
run 10 keep up with him. One day we found some 
money a long the side of the road, and even though it 
was just a few coins, we really felt rich! I can also 
remember when our home burned down in the 
spring of 1910 and the inconyenienceof living in the 
milk house unti l the new home was built. 

George and I left the farm in 1965 and have 
reti red and are living in Iowa Falls. by Char/olle 
(BI.shmllll) Cook . 

lislr. 1\-1_ Cook 
Lisle Maurice Cook and Margaret Anne Speas 

Cook were married on November 23, 1958, at.the 
New Providence Friends Church. She is the daugh
te r of Mrs. Safrona S~as of New Providence, and 
the late Glen Speas. Lisle is the son of Maurice and 
Fern Cook also of New Providence. 

Margaret and Lisle Ij;raduated from New Provi
dence High School in 1955. Margaret attended 
Iowa State Teachers College in Cedar Falls for two 
rea rs and late r taught kinde rgarten and third grade 
In Union-Whitlen, Ncvada and Hubbard schools. 
Lisle gradualed fro m Iowa State Unive rsity in 1960. 
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While astuden\ there. lie took limcoffloscrvc in the 
Inlcmationai Farm Youth Exchange to England 
and Wales for about six months. 

Following gmduation, the Cooks moved loa farm 
J mi les east of 'iubbard, where they presently 
reside. They arc the parents of tour sons: Jcrrn :y 
Thomas, a 5Iuden! at Iowa Slate University; Scott 
Lisle, a high school senior at Hubbard; Daniel 
James, in eighth grade: and Paul Rodney, in fourth 
grade. All four boys have been actively involved in 
4-H. Jeff and Scott have bot h served as county 
president and on arca 4-H council. Scott is currently 
a member of the Slate 4-H Council. 

The Cooks arc active members of the I-Ioney 
Creek-New Providence Friends Church, where they 
have served in a variety of ways. 

Lisle lias been a 4-H leader and served on Ihe 
(:(J unly 4-H committee and is currently on a state 
adyisory commillee for 4-H. 

Lisle hasalso been inyolved with the Pork Produc
ers in Hardin Cou nty as well as the S tate Commit
ICC. In 197 1 he w~s selected as a Masle r Pork 
Produ~er and in ]973 was ~ hosen Iowa's Pork 
All-American. 

Farm Bureau has been an important part in the 
lives of the Cooks. Lisle has held most Hardin 
County Farm Bureau offices. He then served on the 
Slate Policy Sludy Commillee and finally spent 
four years as a member of Ihe Iowa Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors. 

In 1980. Lisle deeided to enter the world of 
politics after an interc.st in 800d government has 
developed through the years of part icipat ion in 
farm Bureau legislative imvolvem~nt and partici_ 
pation in the Republican party locally. After a lune 
primary victory. Lis le was elected in November to 
serve as State Representative from House Dist rict 
40 in the Iowa legisla ture. It is a two-year term. 

l eff and Scott have also shown a keen intereSI in 
good government. They both have attended semi
nars at the Uni t~d Nations. citi7.cnship s hort~ourscs 
in Washington. D.C., and have served as pages in 
the Iowa House of Representatives. 

TheCooks continue to fa rm near Hubbard where 
they raisc hop - farrow to finish - and have a 
eow·calf he rd , feeding out the calves to market 
weight. 

Ma urice Cook 
The Cook f amily of New Providence dates back 

to Ira Cook who lived from 18 12-1 g93. This family 
has always been interested in the New Providence 
church. which is now Honer Creek-New Providence 
church. On Sunday Apri 5, 1991 Jared Rober t 
Cook will be dedica ted in this church, where Ira 
Cook was a member in the eighteen hundreds. He 
will be the 7th generation attending here. 

Mauri~~ Coo~ Famit y, h t .0'" Sh~tyJ . Paut, Dann y. 
2nd ..... , En ty ... K~ .. n~, h. F .... nk . Fern, ~t.uril:e, Li. le. 
~la'S • • rt. 3 . d ...... , P. " y. m . ne. Seoll. R i~h. rd . 
Janelle. Joyce. PhJU~ " .. dr.,.. 4,h ... w, 0.'" !'Oe ........ 
Jd(. Ro ..... t . R • • b. ... 

The Cooks are also interc.sted in 4-H. Farm 
Bureau and Extension work of Hardin County. 
Maurice Cook and his wife Fern have scrvcd as 
farm Bureau President and Women! County 
Chairman for f arm Bureau. fern is eurrent[y serv
ing as South Hardin 4- H Photography Club leader. 

Maurice's Great grandfather. Ira Cook was fo[
lowed by John Cook 1852·1939. Walter Cook I g7g· 
1951. 

Maurice 's sons; Kenneth, Frank and Lis[e a ll live 
in Hardin County. Frank is now serving as President 
of Lawn Hill Coop. Kenneth is on the Eldora-New 
Providence School Board . Lisle is Iowa State Repre-
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sentative for the 40th district . 
The Cooks believe in education. All three of the 

sons graduated from Iowa State University. where 
most of the e[even grandchi ldren are now In school 
or have attended the re. 

The Cook challenge to themselves and to you is 
"LETS MAKE TH E BEST BETTER" in Hardin 
County. 

Wayne Cooper 
One of the highl ights of 1980 for Wayne and 

Donna was the celebration of their 25th wedding 
anniversary. They were married on September 4, 
1955 at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Mason 
City. 

Donna is from Mason City. ~nd is the sixth child 
of 10 kids born to Tilla and the late Clayton Quam. 
Wayne is from Man[y. and is the second of 13 kids 
born to Emory and the la te Velma Cooper. Wayne 
and Donna lived in Franklin Counly before mOVing 
to the Buckeye area about seven years ago. 

Sandra. the eldes t of their four kids, married Ken 
Goodse ll . son of Bill and Jerry Goodsell of Iowa 
Falls on September J 9. [976. Diane married Allen 
Meyer. son of Leonard and Annabel Meyer. a[so of 
Iowa Falls, on November 2g. 1990. The older IOn, 
Scott. was married th is sprinS to Sandy Graham. 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Otho Graham of Eldora, 
on April 4. Kelly, the youngest son, will bea junior 
in Iowa Falls HIgh School next fall . 

Donna worked asa Bell tclephoneoperator before 
marrying Wayne and then again when her kids were 
all in school, until the Iowa f alls office closed a few 
years ago. Now she works at Riverside Book and 

Bible. Wayne was a USDA Meat Inspector unti[ a 
few years ago when heart disease forced him into 
very early retirement. Now he does a bit of every
th ing from helping neighboring farmers in the fields 
to running the familr homestead taking care of all 
the business and rai5mg some animals! 

Sandra is Culligan secretary and Ken works at 
the Advertiser and has a country-rock band called 
Sa ndstone. Diane works at Rive.ide and Allen a 
recent graduate of UN I. is an electrician for Meyer 
Elec t ri~ Servi~c. Scoll works ut fllreway Stores and 
his wife Sandy works at the Eldora Bakery. Kelly is 
working at Kerr McGee South in Iowa Fall s. 

Two more additions are eoming to this family yet 
this year. Both daughters a rc expecting their first 
child. 

John Marvin Cox 
On Jan. 31. 1937 Marvin and Myrtle (Moore) 

were married in a Quaker ceremony at HoneyCreek 
Meet inghouse in Providence township. 

Marvin is a great grandson of Nathan Co~ , 1812 
Tenn with his wife, fran~es (Tuck) and four small 
~ hildren poled a nft down the Tennessee and Ohio 
Rivers and up the Mississippi to Burlington. la .• 
continuing up the Skunk River to Rubio in Keokuk 
Co. la. where he homesteaded the farm in 1844 that 
Ma rvin, 19[ 5, his father Frank, 18S2. and his 
grandfather, l ames Henry, 1840, grew up on. 

Myrt[e. 19 13. is a granddaughter of Nereus 
Simon Martin. 1848 N.C .. a well known farmer of 
Providence township. my mother Della (Martin). 
1889, and dad Bob Moore. I g77 N.C .• were farmers 
of Hardin Co. ( Past and Present of Hardin Co. 191 1 
pa ge 600). 

M . ... i .. c.~ ~·.mit y, St.ndi. I ' ( Id t '" rilll. ) JoA ... 
John . Ralph , "I~i .. , 0 . 1 ... Hom~., Merle, M. blc. Su' cd, 
Marvin. Myrtle. 

Marv in and [ arc reti red farmers in Providenc. 
township but the most important produ~t of th i ~ 
farmin g experience was eight ~hi ld ren . Fiveofthc,"" 
young people graduated from college. Very lit ll, 
money from home went into this education but a 10 
of love. moral support . encouragement. and enor 
mous qua ntities of food came from the famil: 
larder. 

John Marvin Cox Jr. started out as a hired hand 
Graduated to renting status and now owns a 500 
Acre, Nor th English. farm with the help of his wift 
Ba rbara. sons Johnny. Jerry and Jimmy. Daughte 
Julie, her husband Mike Donahue and Andrea aT 
in the newspaper busincss. 

Ralph Robert started out as a bricklayer then t 
house building. gas refinery and now owns a 50-co' 
dairy farm in eastern Minnesota . Pama la. Kimbet 
Iy, Susan and Bob help mother Gail milk. 

Merle Lee has worked with S.P.F. hogs :o ine 
graduating from Iowa State. Was National Execl 
t ive Se~ reta ry for several years. Sally. Rita an 
Michael have joined. Merle now manages a S.P.I 
hog opera tion for Land 0 Lakc.s. 

A[vin Leonard graduated from Iowa S tate, serve 
in Vietnam. manager of Farmland Swine Testin 
Stations in la. and Neb. Now he. Ka ren and Ala 
farm in southern Iowa . 

JoAnn Myrt[e - Dayid Heinlt is a truck di 
palcher in Marshall town. JoAnn was a teachers al 
in a school for the handicapped prior to marrias 
David and Mary lIave joined. 

Homer Lee's first busi ness address was I I W, 
Strcet N. Y. Now he work:; for Fi rst National Bar 
of Chicago. All of this big banking came after tl 
University of Iowa. Navy and Masters. Lynn the 
Caroline have been added to make his life complet 

Mab[e Marie took full advan tage of Phys ic 
Education at Marshalltown J.e., Wm. Penn aT 
Northeast Missouri Stale. Howard Buerckley h 
become her team matc. When Mable was 30 and : 
she ran in the Drake Marathon and fi nished ea, 
time. She leaches and he works in an elevator 
Osage. 
Dal~ Dean and Joan spent their honeymoon 

Germany as guests of U nd e Sam after he graduat 
from Marshalltown J .C. and Nort heast MissOI 
State he took on the Army and marriage th 
Master·s . Teresa has joined. Dale is EAtensi 
Youth Spec-ialist in southwest Mo. Submit/cd 
Myrtle M . Cox 

Theresa Cox 
I WIS born August 4, 189g, the 4th child 

Samuel and Ansie (Lockwood) Spurlin, in 0 

home across from Daisy Long Park near the 10' 
River. Father worked at the Benson Mi[L (A~ 
Clara was the wife of Horace Benson). 

My brothers and si5ler were Dean L. Florence ~ 
and Ross E. When we lived on the county line 
went 10 rurals~hool wc.st of the Hauser Cemete .. 
gnduated from Union school in 1917, and attend 
businc.s.s school in Marshalltown for a few mont 
My family attended the Federated Church, n 
called Community Church. 

I was married to Lee fistlcr at the Little Bro 
Church at Nashua, la . on July 12, [923. We star 
fa rming on what we call the "east p[ace" (Pat ! 
Joc's home). Lee was born May 15. IS89 at CI· 




