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-The Phil and Diane Tyrrell Family 
Phil and Diane Tyrrell moved to North English 

in August 1971 . They had been living in Des 
Moines, Washington. for six years prior to that. 
Phil was originally from Spencer. Iowa, and 
Diane's home was in St. Paul. Minnesota. 

They purchased their home at 222 N. Mill St. 
from Mary Ott in 1972. 

When the Tyrrells came to North English, Phil 
had purchased Keith Mason's insurance agency and 
called it the English Valleys Insurance Agency. 

For 20 years, Phil 
served in the House of 
Representatives for the 
State oflowa as a Republi­
can legislator. He won his 
first election in 1978 andre­
tired from office in 2002. 

He also served as 
mayor of North English 
for one term before being 
elected to the legislature. 
and he was an active 
member of the Rotary 
Club and the North En­
g lish Fire Department. 

There are seven Tyrrell chih.li 
four daughters: Tim who live ·. !· 

Patrick who is in Edwardsville . 
resides in Chantilly, Virginia: !\-I;· 
lives in Marengo. Iowa. Elizabc·· 
is in Hudson , Iowa, Sheila Knd · 
Anthem, Arizona; and Mary rvl · I 

in Deep River, Iowa. 

i l ree sons and 
\ 1arU.on, Iowa; 
)is~ John who 
· et Davis who 

"- trempke who 

·' ho resides in 
' iough who is 

Phil and Diane also have 14 gr. •.!children and 
three great grandchildren. The gr·: ,lc!hildren are 

After the children were 
o lder. Diane decided to 
work outside the home and 
joined the staff at Evans 
Photography in 1976. She 
continues to work for 
Lifetouch National School 
Studios today. 

Diane was one of the 
founders of the Thrift 

The Phil and Diane Tyrr ell family: back J oh n Tyrrell, Elizabteth •trempke, 
Mary McCullough, Sheila Knebel , Pat Tyrrell ,front Margaret Da,·; Phil and 
Diane Tyrrell, and Tim Tyrr ell . 

Shoppe, and she has been on the board for the past 
14 years. She has also been an active member of 
the GFWC - Fortnightly Club, and she has worked 
on several community projects over the years such 
as the North English Park Committee and numer­
ous Nm1h English Celebration committees. 

Diane has also been a member of the North English 
City Council for the past 12 years. 

Phil and Diane are members of St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church, and Diane has served on the Lay 
Council as well as the Religious Education program. 

876 - Family Ties 

Ashley and Andre w Tyrrell. Abbie +<.elley), 
Aaron, Adam, and Alex Axmear, MaP'1ew and 
Mark Strempke, Austin Knebel. Bri .. ~et and 
Jackie McCullough. a nd Bensen, El : ry, and 
Regan Tyrrell. The great grandchi ldlren , ~ Noah, 
Nicholas, and Peyton Ke lley. 

The Tyrrells also enjoyed hostirn:g fot•• Rotary 
Club foreign exchange high school ~ .. dents: 
Carlos Conselmuegiio and Bea Pra<' ' from 
Brazil and Marie Hansen and Jen'S Fah · ·ndorff 
from Denmark. 
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