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Former leglsla tor Son]a E genes
dies from transplant compllcaﬂons:

Sonja Egenes, the Story City
woman who served in thé Iowa
Legislature for 12 years and the .

first Republican woman to be:
~nominated for

an Jowa
congressional seat, died Tuesday,

Nov. 27 at University Hospitals in
‘Towa City from complications of
diabetes and a recent kidney :

transplant. She was 54. -
Egenes was clcctcd six
consecutive times from 1970 until

" 1982 to represent the'43rd House

District which included Story City .
and the northern pomon of Story
County.

St
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yoard members and
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a1962-Republican-primary-bid-in

ﬁhja L. Eg'eﬁ,és' :

the ' Fifth ,U.S. Congressmnal

-, District. Egenes was the primary

winner but lost the general .
election to Incumbent Congress-
man Neal Smith.

Prior to her political career,

Egenes was a high school teachér
+in Randall for five years and also

taught government at Iowa State

University in 1960 and 1961. Her -

concern for education' continued
after leaving politics. Egees was
serving as a member of the Luther

" College Board of Regents at the -
. time of her death and she had also
,been a ‘member of 'a state

‘commission on education.
Her -other activities included

dcbns from the site.

membership in the Iowa Academy:
of Political Science, serving on the:

Landscape Critics Council and:"
- directing the choir at Immanyel:

Lutheran Church where she was &
member for many years.

Egenes was a native of -

Minnesota who attended St. Olaf

~College and the University of.

Towa. She earned her bachelor’
degree at ISU in 1951 and ther:
continued her “studies as &
Fullbright scholar in Norway. Het:
Fullbright work centered on
political history.

Egenes is survived by her:
husband John,: Story City, and:
one:son, Jay. Iowa City. :
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