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tion, Circus, Lights for Brookside Park 
along with many others. 

They have received many awards from 
the state organization for their service to 
State Center. Many have developed lead­
ership skills through Jaycees and have 
done great things in the community after 
leaving the organization. Jaycees are open 
to anyone age 21 to 40 who has an inter­
est in bettering themselves, their commu­
nity and the quality of life. 

Cleo Chapter No. 303 O.E.S. of 
State Center 

Cleo Chapter No. 303 Order of the East­
ern Star was organized in State Center on 
March 7, 1901 by special dispensation of 
the Grand Chapter of Iowa. The first of­
ficers were appointed by the Worthy 
Grand Matron of Iowa. 

The charter for Cleo Chapter was 
granted on October 23, 1901 with 17 char­
ter members. 

A number of members have been offic­
ers of the Grand Chapter of Iowa includ­
ing Sarah Bachman, Worthy Grand Ma­
tron in 1930 and Carl Bachman, Worthy 
Grand Patron of the Iowa Grand Chapter 
in 1936. 

In 1934 a Past Matrons Club was orga­
nized and disbanded in 1973. In 1968 
members of Crystal Chapter, Rhodes, Af­
filiated with Cleo Chapter and in 1990 
Amethyst Chapter of Baxter consolidated 
with Cleo Chapter. 

The meetings of the Chapter are held 
on the first Thursday of each month, with 
the exception of July and August at 7:30 
p.m. at the Masonic Temple. Cleo 
Chapter's present Worthy Matron is Pat 
Menter and Worthy Patron Carl Norell. 
Doris McClure is the Secretary serving in 
that office for the past 25 years. The Chap­
ter has 23 Life Members. 

Rural Youth . .. . 4-H Clubs 
The youth in the State Center area have 

a strong 4-H organization. Central Iowa 
Livestock, the Boys Club and State Cen­
ter Clovers and Cloverettes, the girls 
groups, merged officially in 1994. There­
organized clubs are now Central Iowa 4-
H Club with membership of both boys 
and girls and including many town as 
well as rural youth. Kay Eggers and Patti 
Hilleman are the organizational leaders 

Through the years there have been a 
number of dedicated leaders who have 

MARSHALL COUNTY TOWNSHIPS 

ably guided the youth. Among them were 
Charles Thompson, George Biensen, 
Laurena Pericho, Edith Mahlow, Doris 
McClure, Howard Hilleman, Marilyn 
Hilleman, Larry and Jackie Henchal, to 
name a few. 

Community Organizations 
Organizations for community growth 

and development include the State Cen­
ter Development Association, a non-profit 
oganization, whose purpose is to work for 
the betterment of State Center. A recent 
major project was the purchase of 
Watson's Grocery. A sub-committee of this 
association is the State Center Historical 
Society, formed in 1989. State Center De­
velopment Corporation is a for-profit 
group organized to promote the growth 
of the community. A main thrust has been 
to make low interest loans to businesses. 
State Center Commerce Club, organized 
in 1978, is a group of local business people 
whose main purpose is to promote the 
State Center businesses. The group coor­
dinates special promotions such as Holi­
day shopping hours and the annual Ap­
preciation Days. 
· The Commerce Club is in charge of pro­

viding a welcoming packet to newcom­
ers in the community. This informational 
packet is presented by Henrietta Bogan, 
city clerk and is available at City Hall. 

Harland G. Pfantz Post No. 122 
In July 1919 Central Post was orga­

nized. The name was changed in the first 
few months to honor Harland G. Pfantz 
who was killed in World War I. Forty nine 
ex-servicmen signed the charter. Fred B. 
Gilbert was the first commander and Ernie 
Rhode the first adjutant. 

The first community service the post 
accomplished was the Memorial Day Ser­
vices in 1920. The post has held this ser­
vice every year since. 

A drum and bugle corps was organized 
on February 28, 1927 and moved to great 
heights in the following years. The corps 
finished fifth at the D.M. convention in 
1927 and tied for first at Cedar Rapids in 
1928. They were the only Drum Corps in 
Iowa to pass the reviewing stand with a 
perfect score at Cedar Rapids in 1928. The 
State Center Corps made the trip to the 
national convention in San Antonio, Texas 
in 1928 and finished 22nd out of 51 corps 
at the convention. They also were the only 

corps at the convention from a town of less 
than 3,000 population. This drum and 
bugle corps made appearances all over 
central Iowa. 

During World War II the legion spon­
sored programs of civilian defense, such 
as first aid classes. 

The World War II vets started enroll­
ing in 1946. Hugh Dan Malloy was the first 
adjutant elected from World War II vets. 
Ted Pfantz became the first World War II 
vet to become commander. 

The post assists in providing treats for 
the children at Christmas, sponsoring a 
boy to Boys State, putting out the flags on 
Main Street and in the cemetery, buying 
flags for the school rooms, and conduct­
ing Memorial Day services as their com­
munity projects. 

Presently Carl Phillips is the com­
mander, Michael Heller is adjutant, and 
Richard Brewer is chaplin and service of­
ficer. 

Military Service 
During World War II, near 300 State 

Center community and surrounding area 
people were in the service of their coun­
try. Five lost their lives: Albert Gerke, Gil­
bert Henze, Morris Fricke, Eugene Brown 
and Don Wilkening. 

During the Korean Police Action, the 
community was saddened by the death 
of Ross A. Hartwig on February 7, 1952. 
He was a U.S. Marine Corp. Cpl., and was 
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart. 
PFC Wallace M. Haines was awarded the 
Purple Heart for military merit and 
wounds following severe facial injuries 

that o~curred July 23r 193~: ~l~o ~~()ng 
thos~ .S!;)~ving,•·~<r!> ~iJIJ}~~/f~·~···~}'~~~ 
James C. West, who w~s ,~w~~ded tn'e 
Presidentiid citation and Air MedaL 

It is believed that 25 to 30 State Center 
area young men served their country dur­
ing the Vietnam Conflict. Les Weber 
served duty in the Lebanon and Granada 
conflicts and Kevin Montgomery served 
in the Persia Gulf War. 

Verne ?Jantz talked about his World War II 
experiences in a November 1995 interview 

by Jayne Bullock. 
Pfantz, then 73, said he had always 

wanted to fly. But when he graduated 
from State Center High School at the age 
of 16, he worked on the family farm until 
1942 when the Flight Officers Act was 
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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 2689 

JAMES.C. WEST 

Mr. Speaker: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolution com­
memorating the life, character,-and public service of the late Honorable James Clifford 
West begs leave to submit the following Memorial: 

James West was born on July 30, 1932, in Des Moines, Iowa. On February 26,1955, 
he married Mary Carol Nelson. They had two sons and one daughter. 

James C. West graduated from State Center High School in 1950. He received 
his B.S. degree in Industrial Administration from Iowa State University in 1958 and 
his M.B.A. in Finance from Denver University in 1959. The owner of Brimhall-West 
Furniture of State Center, Mr. West was an elder in the Presbyterian Church; served 
on the Gutekunst Library's Board of Directors; was a Masonic Lodge District Lecturer; 
a member of the Grand Lodge of Iowa A.F. & A.M. and Eastern Star; was a member 

(jof the American Legion; the Farm Bureau and the Lions Club. 

''···· · Mr. West was an Air Force Sergeant for four years, serving in Korea as a gunner 
.in a B-26 during 1953; chaired the Marshall County Care Review Committee; was on 
the Board of Directors for the Iowa Taxpayers Association; was a former Secretary 
.to the State Center Economic Development Corporation; was an Agriculture Program 
Specialist for the United States Department of Agriculture · Agriculture Stabiliza­
tion and Conservation Service; served on the Republican State Central Committee 
as 4th District Chair; was the Legislative Campaign Director, G.O.P., 1980-1981; served 
on the Platform Committee for the Republican State Convention; was active in Con· 
gressional campaigns as the•.Iowa Administrator for U.S. Senator Roger Jepsen, 
1980-1984, and in 1980 he ran against Cooper Evans as the candidate for Iowa's 3rd 
District Seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

0 

A Republican, Mr. West represented Marshall, Hardin, Grundy, Story and Jasper 
Counties during the Sixty-fifth, Sixty-sixth, Sixty-seventh; Sixty-seventh Extra and 
Sixty-eighth General Assemblies. 

James C. West died on June 6, 1990. He is survived by his wife, Mary Carol; sons, 
Guy of Cedar Rapids and Dean of West Des Moines; daughter, Raina of State Center; 
a brother, Richard of Lincoln, Nebraska; a sister, Margaret Johnson of Lexington, Ken­
tucky; and two grandchildren. 

Now Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Seventy­
fourth General Assembly of Iowa, That in the passing of the Honorable James Clifford 
West, the State has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and useful public servant, 
and the House by this Resolution would express its appreciation of his service. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the Jour­
nal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward an enrolled copy 
to the family of the deceased. ' 

DENNIS BLACK 
GORDON BURKE 
JANE SVOBODA 

Committee 




