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Elmer Den Herder dies 1 

Ehner Den Herder, State 
Representative from Sioux 
Center who was to have 
been honored with an ap­
preciation dinner Saturday 
I(vening, died of cancer 
Friday aft ~moon. He was 
69 years old. 

Den Herder learned last 
winter that he had cancer. 
He underwent surgery at 
the University of Iowa Hos­
pital in Iowa City in Jan­
uary, 

Den Herder requi red 
surgery again in the middle 
of March to have his blad­
der removed, and returned 
to Iowa City on May 18 with 
complications. He was 
flown to the Sioux Center 
Hospital last week Tues­
day, May 30, where he died 
three days later. 

Funeral services were 
held at 1st Reformed 
Church in Sioux Center at 
11 fl.m. Monday morning. 
The Rev. Thurman Ryn­
brandt presided. 

A Republican, Den Her-

der was the first district 
representative in the State 
House for 22 years. He was 
planning to retire after the 
current tenn ran out. 

Den Herder's apprecia­
tion dinner was scheduled 
for this past Saturday, but 
was postponed until a later 
date. Governor Robert D. 
Ray will be the keynote 
speaker at that memcrial 
dinner. 

Gov. Ray said from Des 
Moines, "Elmer Den Her­
der was one who truly gave 
meaning t.o the word lead­
ership. He was an out­
standing legislator with an 
ability to reason with peo­
ple--on both sides of the 
aisle. 

"Elmer very effectively 
represented the folks in 
Sioux and Lyon counties, 
and he earned the respect, 
admiration, and yes, the 
affection, of all with whom 
ho worked at the State 
Capitol. 

"Perhaps we will reme-

mber Elmer Den Herder 
most for the kind of human 
being he was, and how he 
sought always to help oth­
ers. He was a very moral 
perSon whose intcgTity was 
beyond question. 

"He served faithfully for 
a number of years on our 
Governor's Prayer Break­
fast Committee. And, it 
was Elmer's steadfast be­
lief in the power of God's 
will which sustained him 
with such strength and 
courage during his long ill­
ness . 

"The people of North­
west Iowa were indeed for­
tunate to have had Elmer 
Den Herder as their repre­
sentative for 11 terms in the 
Iowa legislature. And, on 
behalf of all Iowans, lap­
'preciate them sharing this 
very special person with all 
of us In service to our 
state ... 

Den Herder was born 
August 14, 1908. to Gerrit 
E. and Janet (Grotenhuis) 

Board pushes for road 

project finish 
Faced with a legal en­

tanglement, the Sioux 
County Board of Super­
visors reached an infonnal 
agreemen~ with Rural Wat­
er System No. One of Hos­
pers in an effort t.o com­
plete its road blacktopping 
project as soon as possible. 
The SUpervisors met with n 
committee appointed by the 
Water System's directors 
near Hospers Friday eve­
ning. 

At SUpervisor Chainnan 
Bernard Smith's sugges­
tion. both groups o~reed 

ty roads could be improved. 
On August 10, 1977, the 
water system, which has its 
office two miles north of 
Hospers. bro1lght forth a 
lawsuit against the county. 
claimi:lg the county did not 
have the right t.o expropri­
ate the water system's in­
terests in its private prop­
erty for the purpose of road 
construction. The Water 
System based that conten­
tion on n Jan. 26, 1971, 
document it gained from 
the county . an "Application 
For Approval of Under-

versely to the county. On 
December 16, the county 
appcoled to the State Sup­
reme Court. 

Friday, Kenneth Huis­
man, President of RWS 
One, told the supervisors, 
"We were upset with your 
actons. Why was it taken to 
the Supreme Cou rt after 
our agreement t.o go to Dis­
trict Court? The word ' fi­
nal' menns something to 
us . Do we have to live with 
th is incompetence?" 

Smith argued, " \\'e 
wrote 0 poor contract. We 

Den Herder. He attended 
Sioux Center Public School, 
Northwestern Academy in 
Orange City, and Hope 
College in Holland, Mich. 
He married Christine Vree­
man on June 16, 1931. 

Elmer Den Herder was It 

past president of the Sioux 
County Farm Bureau and 
the County Youth Fair 
Board, a 4-H Club chair­
man and leader, and was 
chairman of the Sioux Cen­
ter Hospital and Nursing 
Wing's Board of Directors 
22 years . 

He was a member of the 
SwtG Comprehensive 
Health Advisery and chair­
man of the Budget and Fi­
nancial Control Committee. 

Before his legislative ca­
rcer began, Den Herder 
was a dairy and livestock 
fanner near Sioux Center. 
He was also an elder of the 
1st Reformed Church in 
Sioux Center. 

Den Herder was survived 
by his wife. four children, 
four brothers, two sisters, 
and 17 grandchildren . An 
obituary appears L"lside. 
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