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--James I Mlddleswart

James I. Middleswart, 81, of In-
dianola. died .of a heart attack -
Thursday, Aug. S, 1993, at Mercy -
Hospital Medical Center in Des
Moines. Services were held Aug. 9

~ at First United Mecthodist Church in
- Indianola, with burial at IOOF
- Memorial Gardens Cemetery.

Mr. Middleswart was born in

‘Warren County where he lived

most of his life. He had farmed
west of Indianola for 50 years be-
fore moving to Indianola in 1990.
He was a member of Center Chapel
Church. He served in the House of
Representatives for six terms from
1967 to. 1979 for districts 92 and
93. While serving the the House he
served as chairman of the Natural

.Resources Commission for - four

years and was appointed by Gov.

Robert Ray to serve on the Iowa

* Alyssa Coleen Wilson

Alyssa Coleen“Wﬂson 11-day-

“old daughter of Paul and Kristy

Wilson of Norwalk, died of compli-

- .cations of a premature birth Satur- -

day, Aug. 7, 1993, at Mercy Hospi-
tal Medical Center in Des Moines.
Graveside services were held Aug.
9 at IOOF Memorial Gardens

In addition to her parents, also
" surviving are her. parents, Don
and Mic Wilson of Norwalk, Paul

Wallace D, Graham

Commission for thc Status of
Women.

He was a member of Indianola
Noon Lions Club, Country Couples -
of Warren County, past president of
Warren County Farm Bureau, past .
commissioner for Warren County
Soil Conservation and Indianola

-Senior Citizens.

Survivors include his wnfe

‘Geraldine; a son, LaVeme of Dike;
two daughters, Phyllis Geyer of

Wheaton, Ill., and Irene Case of In-

dianola; two brolhers. George and

Luther, both of Indianola;.a sister,

~Elizabeth Collins of Princeton, Ill.;

and two gran
Overton
arrangements.
Memorial contributions may be
made to his church.” -

ugh;ers. :
) Home handled

and Carolyn Lundberg of Milo and
Gloria Wickett of Des Moines; and
her great-grandparents, Amelia
Brockman .of Greenfield, Florenc
‘Arhold of Milo, Darlene Wickett of
‘Indianola and Frances Lundberg of
Kissimmee, Fla.
Overton Funeral Home handlcd
ements,
Memorial contrlbuuons may be
“made to the Mercy Hospual Nco-
Natal Unit.
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exercises of the day.

In the midst of the people sat Joseph
Michael, cool, calm and happy, bearing the
weight of one hundred years wonderfully
well.

The celebration commenced by song and
a prayer service, just like an old fashioned
camp meeting, led by Rev. Farley of Milo.
Immediately afterward Rev. John Goode
delivered an excellent discourse, alluding to
many scenes which came before to his
personal knowledge, as he has been ac-
quainted with “Father” Michael for fifty
years.

At noon the people gathered together in
groups and partook of a basket dinner in the
grove and renewed old acquaintances. After
dinner the audience was called together by
song and prayer and “Father” Michael was
presented with a Bible as a token of esteem
and warm friendship on the part of the
citizens of Liberty Twp.

Joseph Mosher was called upon and in a
lucid manner related his acquaintances of
over fifty years with “Father” Michael, and
the early scenes of a pioneer life. He carried
us back to the log school house and the
puncheon floor.

At three P.M. Rev. Martin, of Indianola,
preached a sermon using the text: ‘How old
art thou?’ He handled it in his usual style,
giving thought and reason in his masterly
way, to the vast assemblage and exhorted
them to live lives of sobriety and usefulness
and by so doing make the world better as
“Brother” Michael has by living in it. It was
noted that looking into the face of this “grand
old man” one realized that his ways were
ways of pleasantness and his paths were
paths of peace.

Written from a newspaper article.

by Michael Myron Denny

MICHAEL, JOSEPH

F687

Joseph Michael was of German parentage,
being the fourth son of William and Barbara
Michael, who were born and raised in Ger-
many. His parents emigrated to Buckingham
Co., VA, where Joseph was born August 19,
1805. The family moved to Ross Co., OH,
when Joseph was eight years old. On June 19,
1827 Joseph was married to Elizabeth
Doughterty by Esquire Joseph Cooley in Ross
Co. In the fall of 1853, Joseph and Elizabeth
Michael, with their family, moved to Warren
Co., IA. In the spring of 1854 they settled in
the SE Y% sec. 15 Liberty Twp. where he built
a shop on his farm and worked for several
years at the blacksmith trade in connection
with his work on the farm. On retiring from
the farm he bought a home in Liberty Center
where his wife died December 28, 1882. The
Michaels were active in the Liberty Center
M.E. Church where he was the first class
leader, his funeral was the first held after the
church was enlarged.

There were twelve children born to Mr. and
Mrs. Michael, consisting of seven sons and
five daughters: John D., William, Joseph and
David (twinis), Henry H., Rufus, and James
Curtis, daughters Cathrine, Julia Ann (Mi-
chael) Turner, Barbara (Michael) Woodyard,
Clarissa C. Michael, and Hulda Jane (Mi-
chael) Cleveland.

wa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers an

k|

Joseph was made a Mason in Albany, OH
in August 1853. He had been a Mason over
50 years and at the time of his death was a
member of Sena Lodge No. 344, A.F.&A.M.
at Liberty Center. He died November 22,
1906, at the age of 101 years 3 months 3 days
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John M. Turner,
his son-in-law and daughter, in Sec 30 of
Belmont Twp. After a short prayer service at
the Turner home on Sunday morning Nov.
25th the Masonic escort left with the body to
take it to Liberty Center. His funeral services
were held at the M.E. Church conducted by
Rev. Johnston pastor of the M.E. Church in
Milo. His remains were taken to the I.0.0.F.
Cemetery, west of Liberty Center and in-
terred with Masonic honors. His wife Eliz-
abeth and son David are buried next to him.

When Joseph was quite old he still loved
to walk and to hunt and on one occasion he
killed a squirrel with a rock. At the age of
ninety-eight Joseph walked from the home of
his daughter Mrs. Julia Ann Turner, to Milo,
a distance of nearly six miles, in half a day,
an illustration of his vigor. On his last few
hunting trips, his daughter Barbara would
have to cock the gun, aim it and then he would
squeeze the trigger.

by Michael Myron Denny

MICHAEL, LUCILLE
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Mildred Lucille Michael was born Novem-
ber 12, 1928, Wright, IA, the daughter of
William and Daisy Lathrop, who came to
Warren Co., in 1941, purchasing a farm in the
Center Chapel neighborhood.

She graduated from high school at St.
Marys, IA. in 1946. She married Norval J.
Michael, a native of Minnesota, in March,
1947. They lived near Waterville, MN. until
September of that year, and then moved back
to Warren Co. where they resided untill 1980.
At that time they then moved to Des Moines.

They have a family of five children; Larry
R. of Cheyenne, WY., B. Diane Sweeden, of
Burlington, IA., W. Eugene (“Gene”), Mar-
tensdale, IA. and Marijane L. of Dallas, TX.

by Mrs. Norval Michael

MIDDLESWART,
JAMES I.

F689

James 1. (Jim) Middleswart, the oldest of
six children (five boys and one girl) born to
David A. and Eva Morgan Middleswart of
White Oak Twp., was born there April 8,
1912. Jim’s father David and grandfather
William A. Middleswart were also life time
residents of White Oak Twp. and his young-
est brother Martin Luther resides on the old
family farm which had been designated a
“Century Farm.” Jim’s great grandfather
James Martin migrated from Brown Co., OH,
in about 1856 and is buried at Shaver
Cemetery. He lived and farmed on part of the
Hooper Area, adjacent to Ahquabi State Park
in the years prior to 1872.

Dave and Eva were married in 1911, and
after farming four dyears with his father

staff at the State Historical

James 1. Middleswart

William, moved to Guthrie County to help
grandfather Morgan, since both of his sons
were in the armed services during World War
I. After the war was over they came back to
Warren Co. and later bought part of the
parental William Middleswart farm where
they remained until retirement and sale of
the farm to son Luther.

Jim and Geraldine Denly of Truro were
married June 10, 1936. They farmed on two
different farms in Social Plains School area
until 1941. During this time two children
were born: Phyllis Ann in February 1938 and
LaVerne David on April 1939. In 1941 they
purchased a farm eight miles N.W. of India-
nola in Mt. Hope Community, known as the
Gavin farm. In August 1946 another daughter
came: Irene Marie. Jim and Geraldine spent
the early years on their new farm combatting
the problems of World War 2 and completely
building a set of new farm buildings, while
paying for their 160 acre farm.

During this time they both became avid
conservationists, and built some of the first
terraces in West Lincoln Twp. In 1951 they
purchased 80 acres across the road, from
Philip Mahr, which was part of the Thomas
Hansell estate. The farm was plaqued and
named “Just-A-Farm” but to the family it is
a great deal more than that. Through the
conservation practiced on the farm, num-
erous conservation awards were made includ-
ing “Outstanding Conservation Farm” in
Warren County, and a “Sweepstakes” award
over ten counties in 1966, also the Goodyear
award that year and later an “Outstanding
Conservation Award” by WMT, Cedar Ra-
pids and Waterloo Radio Station.

Jim was President of Warren County Farm
Bureau as well as secretary, for two terms
each. His grandfather was the first president
of Warren County Farm Bureau. Jim also
served six years as Soil District Commission-
er and six years as secretary to the commis-
sioners.

He served from 1966-1978 in the Iow:
House of Representatives and was for fou

ears Chairman of the Natural Resources
ociety of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Committee.

Since retiring from the House of Represen-
tatives he served two years on the Iowa
Environmental Quality Commission and is
presently a member of the Commission on
the Status of Women. Both are appointments
by the Governor.

James and Geraldine have been members
of Center Chapel United Methodist Church
since 1947.

Phyllis Ann married Robert Geyer and
lives in Wheaton, IL.

LaVerne married Pat Sorenson of Indiano-
la and lives in Dike, IA. They have two
daughters, Laura Jo born 1967 and Jana Lea
born 1970.

Ireneis married to Roger Case of Indianola,
and lives in Indianola where she teaches
French in Indianola High School.

by James I. Middleswart

MILLER, ABRAHAM
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Abraham Miller, Jr.

Abraham Miller, Sr. (1785-1861) and fam-
ily were early settlers in Warren Co., Ia.
Abraham Miller, Sr., wife Margaret (1789-
1857), and sons Abraham, Jr. (1831-1886)
and Lafayette (1830-1892) sold their land in
Hopewell Twp., Seneca Co., Oh., in Septem-
ber of 1855 and moved to Palmyra Twp.,
Warren Co., Ia. The 1850 Seneca Co., Oh.,
census recorded that Abraham Sr. was born
in Maryland and his wife Margaret in
Pennsylvania. Miller is such a common name
that no Maryland Miller family connection
has been found to date, and Margaret’s last
name is still unknown. Abraham Miller, Sr.
did receive a land grant of 160 acres in
Hopewell Twp., Seneca Co., Oh., in 1824 and
was in the Ohio censuses of 1830, 1840 and
1850. In Bascom, Oh., in 1831, Abraham Sr.
organized the Methodist-Episcopal Church
in his home, and soon a small church was
built. Abraham Sr. also furnished the desks
and benches for the first school in Hopewell
Twp., Seneca Co., Oh. He gave some of his

lag&f%ﬁSﬁ?&%&FHtH?iﬁ%ﬁ%’@taQé‘uéﬁfasz?g CoIIgiﬁf%)%%%ﬁe&%%&ﬂﬁt@é}g‘%ng‘&aﬁrgﬁI}\Ién’%tate Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

Martha Jane McPherson Miller.

of his sons died while playing in the woods in
the area. This was the first cemetery in
Bascom, and his son was the first to be buried
in the new Sand Ridge Cemetery. In the 1860
Iowa census of Palmyra Twp. in Warren Co.,
Abraham Sr. was listed in the household as
a farmer of 72 years, Abraham Jr. had
married Rebecca Smith, and their first son
Rezin was one year of age.

In Warren Co. in 1857, Lafayette, the older
son, married Martha E. Neal (1838-1914), the
daughter of Daniel and Letetia Neal, and
farmed near Springhill in Greenfield Twp.
The History of Warren County placed L.
Miller in Greenfield Twp. near Springhill
farming in section 4. The children of La-
fayette and Martha Miller were Isaac Newton
(1858-1930) who in 1880 married Elizabeth
Tresham; Mary Alice (1859- ?) who married
Frank Boyer; Sarah Evaline (1861-1940) who
in 1883 married Samuel James (1859-1943);
William Sherman (1864-1929) who never
married; Amanda Jane who listed as age 13
in the 1880 Iowa Census and later married
Robert Livingstone; Ida Belle who was listed
in 1880 as age 11, and Josie Albertie (1873-
?7) who married Harry Frizell. Lafayette,
Martha, and William Sherman are buried at
Webb Cemetery in Greenfield Twp., and
Sarah and Samuel James are buried at the
Middle River Cemetery in Palmyra Twp.

Mariah (1826-1903), the daughter of Abra-
ham Sr. and Margaret Miller, married in 1844
in Seneca Co., Oh., Benjamin Wade (1822-
1900), the son of Abner Wade. The 1879
History of Warren County said that Benja-
min Wade farmed in section 26 of Palmyra
Twp. They had the following children: Jo-
seph, Abraham, Robert, Benjamin, La-
fayette, James, Chaney, Margaret T., and
Rebecca E. James and Chaney were killed by
the Indians near Fort Kearny.

Abraham Jr. was born in Seneca co., Oh.,
in 1831, and he was first married in Warren
Co. in 1857 to Rebecca A. Smith (the Smith
parents are unknown). Her brother, Josiah
Smith, was married in 1864 to Martha Jane
McPherson (1838-1909) (see McPherson
family), the daughter of John T. McPherson
and Sabina Holiday (or Hadley). Rebecca

brother died. Then in 1870, the widower
Abraham Miller, Jr. and the widow Martha
Jane McPherson Smith married each other.
The 1879 History of Warren County listed
Abraham Jr. as a farmer in Palmyra Twp. in
Section 24. The issue of the first marriage of
Abraham to Rebecca Miller included John
Rezin (1860-1922) who in 1901 married
Lucetta “Sadie” Bockey (1861-1923). They
had no children. The March third and tenth
editions of the 1922 Syracuse, Ks., Journal
said that Rezin Miller was found frozen to
death after a Western Kansas blizzard. He
had gone to town, and on his return to his
farm, the storm had struck. His tracks in the
snow indicated that he had been blinded by
the blizzard and had walked in circles before
he died. Mary Emma (c 1861-1886) who in
1885 married Isaac N. McCauley and moved
to Leona, Ks. Anna Maria died at the age of
four in 1868. James Lightfoot (1868-1947)
who in 1887 married Ida Ellen Gibson. The
children of the second marriage of Abraham
Jr. to Martha Jane McPherson Smith were:
Lillian (1871-1923) who in 1891 married
Albert C. Hartman (1866-1925), Nora May
(1872-1957) who in 1892 married Nathan
Cornelius Prall (1861-1920) (see Prall fam-
ily), and Bertha Elva (1874-1939) who in 1896
married Dr. William Edgar Sperow (1870-
1943). Dr. Sperow was a leading citizen and
physician of Carlisle until his death in 1943.
Today Virginia Botkin, the daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Sperow lives in Indianola.

Abraham Miller, Jr. was killed in a train
wreck at Albany, Mo., in the winter of 1886
while he and Mrs. Miller were on a trip to
Leona, Ks., to visit their daughter Emma who
was sick with typhoid fever. Mrs. Miller
wasn’t even injured in the train accident.
Abraham Mlller, Jr. and wife Martha Jane
McPherson, first wife Rebecca A. Smith and
child Anna Maria, and Abraham Miller, Sr.
and wife Margaret are all buried at Palmyra
Cemetery in Warren Co.

The young Nora May Miller watched and
admired Nathan C. Prall as he walked past
the Miller farm in Palmyra Twp. and crossed
Butcher Creek on his way to school at the
Ackworth Academy. They were married in
1892. Nora told her grandchildren stories of
the rural pioneer days in the Midwest. She
said that when her husband and his brothers
were young and lived in Johnson Co., Ia.,
after the Civil War, the wolves would follow
them as they brought in the cows for milking.
According to the Seneca Co., Oh., records, a
wolf even attacked a Mr. Slosser in 1834, and
he killed it with a stick of wood. Also in
Seneca Co., a Mrs. Ogle (one account said her
daughter) was milking, and the wolves at-
tacked her, and once the Ogle boys were
returning from spelling school, and the
wolves followed them. Both the Miller and
Prall ancestors contributed material to the
wolf stories of Nora Miller Prall. Children of
Nora Miller and Nathan C. Prall who still
reside in Iowa are Dwight E. Prall of Newton
and Eva Meloy of Des Moines. Kathy Weeks
of Indianola is a granddaughter, and Cindy
Coe of Des Moines is a great granddaughter.
Other Miller-Prall descendants live out of
state. (See the Prall family). For over 130
years descendants of Abraham Miller have
lived in Warren Co.

by Richard D. Prall
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1920 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com

ancestry

You searched for J I. Middi t in Iowa

Name: James I Middleswart
[James J Middleswart]
Home in 1920: Seely, Guthrie, Iowa
Age: 7
Estimated Birth abt 1913
Year: 1912
Birthplace: Iowa
Relation to Head Son
of House:

Father's name:

Father's Birth
Place:

Mother's name:

David A Middleswart
Iowa

Eva R Middleswart

Page 1 of 1

Mother’s Birth Iowa
Place:
Marital Status: Single
Race: White
Sex: Male
Neighbors: View others on page
Household Name Age
Members: payid A Middleswart 34
Eva R Middleswart 31
James I Middleswart 4
Eugene L Middleswart 6
George E Middleswart 4
[4
7/12]

Source Citation: Year: 1920;Census Place: Seely, Guthrie, Iowa; Roll: T625_491;
Page: 1B; Enumeration District: 65; Image: 636.

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on-
THE line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images
= reproduced by FamilySearch.

NATIONAL i ey

ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES GOV

Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm
publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29.
National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers,
visit the following NARA web page: NARA. Note: Enumeration Districts 819-839 are
on roll 323 (Chicago City).

Description:

This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1920 United States
Federal Census, the Fourteenth Census of the United States. It includes all states and
territories, as well as Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico,
American Samoa, Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone. The census provides many
details about individuals and families including: name, gender, age, birthplace, year
of immigration, mother tongue, and parents’ birthplaces. In addition, the names of
those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1920

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships
Ancestry.com
< 1997-2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1920usfedcen%2c&rank=0&gsfn=... 8/24/2011



1930 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

ancestry

You searched for J I. Middl t in Iowa

Name: James T Middleswart

[James I Middleswart]
Home in 1930: White Oak, Warren, Iowa
View Map
Age: 17
Estimated Birth abt 1913
Year: 1912
Relation to Head Son

of House:
Father's name: D A Middleswart
Mother's name: Eva R Middleswart

Race: White
Occupation:
Education:
Military Service:  view image
-
A andirst
ge:
bi t‘% anctes:
Neighbors: View others on page
Household Name Age
Members:  p A Middleswart 44
Eva R Middleswart 41
James T Middleswart 17
Eugene L Middleswart 16
George E Middleswart 14
William T Middleswart 9
H Elizabeth Middleswart 7
M Luther Middleswart 6

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: White Oak, Warren, Iowa; Roll: 686;
Page: 1B; Enumeration District: 33; Image: 791.0.

Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002.

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of
the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records
Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls.

Description:

Containing records for approximately 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States
Federal Census is the largest census released to date and is the most recent census
available for public access. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans
in 1930, and contains information about a household'’s family members and
occupants including: birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and mulitary
service. The names of those listed in the census are linked to actual images of the
1930 Census. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships
Ancestry.com
& 1997-2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?indiv=1&db=1930usfedcen%2c&rank=0&gsfn=... 8/24/2011



Individual Record Page 1 of 1

Individual Record FamilySearch™ U.S. Social Security Death Index

Search Results

Select record to download - Maximum: 50

IJames MIDDLESWART
Birth Date: 8 Apr 1912
Death Date: 5 Aug 1993
Social Security Number: 481-16-1560

State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: lowa

Death Residence Localities
ZIP Code: 50125
Localities: Cool, Warren, lowa
Indianola, Warren, lowa
Medora, Warren, lowa
Spring Hill, Warren, lowa
Summerset, Warren, lowa

Return to search results Prepare selected records for download

This data is only accurate as of 1 Aug 2011.

The information on this printout is from the United States government records and is in the public domain. No claim to copyright is expressed or
implied.
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