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nmy Trayer, left, of Guidant Corp. in-
n using avascular graft Friday at Des
leart* Center. From right, John Under-
'd, James Lulek and Dana Alexander.

SENIOR SPEAKERS

" TRENTON WILLIAMS:
-, Lincoln High Schoul

| tue of the years |

County
leader
Jesse
dies

By MARY JANE CREDEUR

~ BEGISTER STAFF WRITER .

‘Norman Jesse,- a public
servant for more than :30
years, died Sunday from
complications of lung cancer.
He was 62.

Jesse was Polk County de-

velopment manager at the

time of his death. He had also
served as county manager
and as a Democratic state
representative.

Colleagues remember him
as a witty, intense civil ser-

talents and in- prre
sight into hlS

work.
“Just by vir-. ¢

"he worked in §
the county and |
the number of [N
people he Jesse
knew, Norman -
was a wealth of knowledge,”
said Teree Caldwell-Johnson,
Jesse’s successor as county
manager. :

Jesse’s lung cancer went
undetected until a month

ment for a persistent back-
ache. The cancer had spread
to his spine, and he spent the
next few weeks in and out of
Mercy Medical Center. He
died at'Kavanagh House.
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vant dedicated to pourmg his
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~ " TRENTON WILLIAMS:
., Lincoln High Schoal *,

ALICIAKERR: "
- Cariisle High School ,

JOSH DREER: .
Hoover High Schoo!
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)rean War papers

- stoned in a downtown Independence

1 Ed- linldmg Edwards said.

tju~ * “Thisis probably one of the premier

t o oolledxons in the courttry in terms of |
- ‘*information* and materials from the

ction . Korean War, especially from the per-

mpus - sspective of - the common _soldier,”

f the . Graceland President Dave Clinefelter

(hree SDS&HM;“{SM@IMM A ILACHS, compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Socie

&M. of .drawing lots of students and

ujueLlecicuy il a vl

ago, when he 'sought treat-

‘ment for a persistent back-

ache. The cancer had spread
to his spine, and he spent the

" next few weeks in and out of .

Mercy Medical Center. He
died at Kavanagh House.
Dan Johnston, - Jesse’s -

9| | companion and former law

partner, said,. “People would
sit up and listen when Nor-
man began to talk,” he said.
When Jesse was county
manager, he took a special
interest in working through
the county to provide safe,

.affordable housing for fami-

lies, said Martha Willits,
former county supervisor.
Caldwell-Johnson remem-

| bers Jesse as a “jack of all

trades.” “He was a Renais-
sance man. This is a huge
blow to the Polk County
family,” she said.- - :

Jesse was called a “flam-

| boyant liberal” and a “brash -

upstart,” among other things,
while serving six terms in

| the Legislature. In 1980, he

was defeated by Republican

-JoAnn Trucano. He then be-

came the head of the county
attorney office’s civil bureau.
He was county manager
from 1993 to 1996.

Three days after Jesse was
charged with drunken driv-
ing in March 1996, county
supervisors announced that
he would be replaced. Jesse
was then appointed to the
newly created position of
manager of development.

His duties will be per-
formed by other county staff
members until the board of
supervisors -determinés how
to proceed, Caldwell-Johnson
said.

In addition to Johnston,
Jesse is survived by his
mother, Helen Jesse, and
brothers, Rollin -and Glen
Jesse, all of Des Moines.

. Arrangements are pend-
mg with Hamilton’s Funeral
. Home.

Reporter I'i!anr Jane Cre_dgur_can be
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“Charles Melroy;’

was born.in Madison . -
d lived in 'Des Moines . - -

. He. was-a retired ac-
“office: manager. . with

id Skiles Architectsand., .~ -
d-an -Army: Air Corps - - -~
rd War Il He-was:a'.. .. .
ghtsof Columbus-and - = = -~

can-Veterans. _
. oy his wife, Mary; a
We" “an; three daugh-
Jim.. -, ‘Maureen Miller

e, all of Des Moiries; a
Jf“Wmte_rs_e_t and eight. . -

call aftér 2 p.m. today

jome; where the family =~
from5to7p.m.and . - -
servrce wrll be held at

ontnhutmns may be.- o,
urch or Des’ Moines Di- -
¢ Charities. Dunn’s Fu- "~
handling arrangements.

Freda Fern Ben-'-...'
1amin 86, of Winterset -
died_of* complrcatlons-,..,;
of: pneumonia Monday{‘
at:home. Services will .~ "~ " M~
be at'1'p.m. Thursday
at st United Meth-

odist. Church in Win-

chshe was a: member, ‘
at’ Strlngtown Cemeiery 3 i

lived.in Winterset many . -

83, X

of - the: 600 block;of -

45th - Streetdied: of <

Alzheimer's - disease .=~ - -

Sunday at NBA Ram-: . ' .
sey;: . Home.: - Services . s i

mll chaats i tdimi e

Thursday at St Au- = -

¢ Church, of which he
Burial wrll be at Glen- &

71 qne es Maines Register GG

"Ser_wces '--set oo :
forl?'J Jesse f funeral

JJung cancer ‘Sunday at
Hospice:*Kavanagh

-Hamilton’s Funeral

Home wrth burial at Resthaven Cem- -
etery ‘A public'memorial service will
~be. held.at 6 p.m. Thursday at the Des .

Momes Botanical Center,

-Mr. Jesse had ived in Des Moloes -

all'his life: He was Polk County's de-

~velopment.manager and had served m.r-
~ other county roles.:He had served six:

terms in the Legislature.

“Surviving - are. his: mother, Helen.

Jesse of Des ‘Moinés: and two broth-

- ers, Rollin of Des Momes and Gten of "

Mrtchellwlle

——Dan Johnston of Chelsea N, ¥ was_ ;
hrs longtime companion. "

_Friends may_call from 3. to'8 p. m.

‘Kavanagh House, Strickler Fund, the
American Cancer Society -or Aging
Resources of Central lowa. = = .
RALPH BROCKMAN e
Placentra Calif. - b

etery in Des Moines. -

“Mr." Brockman . was ‘born . in Des.- .
" Moines-and had lived here. until mov= <
- ing to Plancentia 16 years ago. He was -
_a retired mechanic with the city of Des -

Moines, an ‘Army veteran of World -

.~ ,War Il and a member of the Masons..
He is survived by a stepdaughter, -

Norma Crutcher, of Plancentia, and a*

death by hrs wufe Lucille.

Al Lpmmm, 2 ™

. Norman Jesse, 62
-:-of the  1500:‘block “of -
B Allison Avenue died of -

House." Private'servic- ..
es will be Thursday at-

Ralph Brockman :

91 of .Plancentia, Ca-~
lif., died.of a heart ail-
‘ment .- Thursday, at '
Sunny - Hi|l.-Convales--
-cent Hospital in Fuller-
“ton, Calif. Graveside
_services - will be at °
2 30 p m Thursday at Grendale Cem-‘;

FORREST. LUNDBEHG
. Des Momes

MADELINE BHAY
Des Molnes_ b

:;Medlcal :Center: - Ser-

:lovices - will " be:at.
10:30 a.m. Friday at St.
Augustin's Cathollo Church; of which -
~-she was a member. Bunal w:ll be at '
‘Glendale Cemetery. : 5
‘Mrs.-Bray had. Iived in Des Moines L
‘all her life. She was a homemaker and -
. a, retired 'Braille ‘transcriber with’ the -
“lowa Commission. for' the*Blind:: She *:
‘also ‘was a- secretary -with- the Des .-
‘Moines Diocese and had served on the .-
administrative staff for the pope's visit -
to Des Moines. She was a member of -
Bishop Drurnm Gulld and her church s;'}_ i
" Rosary Society :
-She is surved by t\yo daughters ;
. Margaret Heger and -Mary - Kennedy, --
both of Des Moines; three sons, John -
- of Geneva, Ill., Thomas of New Lisbon;’.
~-Wis., and Josoph of Adel; two sisters;
today at'the funeral home:: Memorial
contributions may be made to Hospice -

'_Maxine Beldt of Longmont Colo., and
Maureen ‘Coash of Des Moines; 17

grandchildren; - and.- 24  great-.
. grandchildren. She was preceded in°
'death by hier husband, Tom. .. ...

-+ Friends may . call -after. 3pm
" Thursday ‘at Dunn's Funeral "Home,

Homie died of a respi-- 8
ratory ailment Tugsday
at:; lowa ‘Methodist
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where thé family will be present from'3"i_:_—.. 5

“to 8 p.m. Memorial contributions may -
‘be made to ‘NBA' Ramsey Home or-.
- ’Holy Fam|ly School.

berg, 78, of the 1100

-1 p.m. today at Brooks

Ltery.
Mr. Lundberg was born in Dos
Molnes and had lived'in the area most -

otors ColcSIBR- cdraodelwdadm@mgeeeded oo QLD HE t;amqued,fos;hwweraowam"

Deoartment of Social’ Serviree hafara

Funeral’_:Care,"  with:
burial at Chapel HrII Gardens Ceme-‘
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