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sity law professor Laurie , 
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1 though the screenwriter 
1 the sequestered jury that 
an said "nigger" 41 times 
tapes, the defense was out-

c .. Serbs 
last of 500 NATO missions 
before dawn· today, said 

, Capt. Trevor Murray, chief . 
r operations at NATO's 0 

!m headquarters in Naples. 
r estern diplomat in Sarajevo 
1le pause was intended to 0 

;erbs an opportunity to sub
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that NATO was not taking 
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Friday's Journal 

I OBITUARIES I 
Clarence $chmar)e 

Clarence F. Schmarje, 84, died 
early today, Friday, Sept. 1, 1995, 
at Community Care of America in 
Muscatine following an extended 
illness. 

His body bas been donated to 
science and taken to the Univer
sity of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics 
in Iowa City by the Riley Funeral 
Home. 

A memorial service will be held 
at a later date to be announced. 

Minerva Fuller 
ALEDO, Dl. Minerva 

"Peggy" Fuller, 69, of 1672 75th 
St., Muscatine, died Wednesday, 
Aug. 30, 1995, at her borne. · 

SERVICES 

Kelley-LaVIu, s.mue· 
Eulogy, 2 p.m. Saturday,, · 
9, VanderVeer Park,,Oavef\ 

llaylone, Kenneth- G 
_side services, 4 p.m. Su 
Klein Cemetery. 

• NOTE: The Muscatine 
nal publishes, free of cl'i 
notice of any death in ~ 
we serve .. There are lim I 
the amount of lnformatk 
eluded. HOwever. for obitt 
created In a fashk>n dictat 
the family, there is a fee. A 
formation desired can be 11 
8d In paid obituaries. 

Services will be at 11 a.m. Sat
urday at the Reiser-Trilnble 
Funeral Home. Burial will be at Mr. and Mrs. Jose Garcii 
the Leech Cem te Eliza m Matamoros, Mexico; one e ry, , . 

Visitation Is from 6 to 8-~ ter, Jennifer, sbc"'sisters, 
today at the funeral home w Adriana, Maribel, C 
~a memorial bas been establisbed. Aracely and Almalllla; ODt 

Survivors include her husband, er, Otoniel, and his grand(. 
Gerald; ber children, Mrs. Steve Mr. and Mrs. Jose Garcia ( 
<Peggy> Larson, and Eric uRick" leo. 
Fuller, both of New· Boston, m.; Kenneth Maylon 
sisters, Martha Spence of Mather-
ville, m., and Betty Still of Jack- Graveside services for I 
sonville, m.; and brothers, Dewayne Maylone of 
Morris "Gene" Mosley of Joy, Bluffs will be held at tb 
m., and Marion Mosley of Buda, Cemetery in Moscow Towr 
m. 4 p.m. Sunday. 1be IW 

VIctor Carrillo Parrott of the New Hope 
Methodist Church 'trill offic 

Funeral services for Victor Mr. May lone died Wed 
Aquarie Jose Juan Garcia Carril- Aug. 30, 1995, in Council Bl 
lo, 23, will be in Matamoros, Ta- He was born in Musca 
maullpas, Mexico. . March 22, 1936, the son o 

He was killed in an automobile and John May lone Sr. 
accident on Aug. 26, 1995, in Mo8- He moved to Council B 
catine County. . the early 1~. He marri 

Visitation will be at the Escobe- · Parrott on Oct. 9, 1954,· in 
~ v 7..erimar Fu~l. Home~ ~luff~ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1, 8$ they harvest a 
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laid the impact will be 
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tll towns. 
have producers go out, 
inesses are going to go 
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uation is not as dire in 
ts of Iowa, Branstad was · 
e areas escaped a killing 
till rops in some areas 
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Clarence Schmarje 
MUSCATINE - Clarence F. 

ma 
Temple. 

Sclunarje died 
Sept. 1, 1900, 
at Community 
Care of 
Anlerica at 
Muscatine. 

A public 
memorial 
service will be 
at .'1 p.m. Sun
day, Oct. 8, at 
tbe Masonic 

Mr. Schmarje was born July 30 
1911. He was a life resident oi 
Muscatine. He graduated from 
Muscatine High· School and tbe 
University of Iowa with a bache
lor of science, a master of science 
and a doctorate in mechanical en
~. 

He married Doris DeCamp on 
June 15, 1933. 

Clarence was · active in local 
and state Masonic orders. He was 
Past Master of Iowa Lodge No. 2, 
Past Hlgb Priest of Waahlngton 
Chapter, RAM; Past Dlustrious 
Master of Webb Council, R&SM · 
and Past Commander of DeMolay 
Cnmmandery, KT. 

He· was a member of 1 Charles 
Hunt Priory, KYCH and Past 
Grand Warder of the Grand Com
mandery Knights Templar of 
Iowa. He was a · 32nd degree . 
member of Davenport Consistory, 
Past Patron of EJecta Chapter 
Order of Easter Star, and a mem: 
ber of Kaaba Temple. 

Clarence and Doris were tire
less workers in Republican poli
tics on a loeal, state, and national . 
level. He was twice elected statP. 
representative for Muscatine and 
Louisa counties. He served many 
years on the Muscatine County 
Republican Central Committee, 
and was a frequent delegate to 
state conventions. He· was elected 
to the electoral college for Rich
ard Nixon, and was county cbair
man for Ronald Reagan's presi
dential campaign in U118. 

I. 't .-... . .....,: ~1 ...... ~_:'..., ~fM ..: ,..,.-_A,,, ._ ... ~ .J\· p ·~d 

SERVICES. 

Beattr, ~ - Graveside 
.10 a.m. Saturday, Qreenwt)()( 
Cemetery directed by the Gee 
M. Wittich-lewis Funeral Home 

Dobblna, Johnny - Frida) 
2 p.m.· Geo. M. · WJttich..lewt 
Funeral Home; visitation, 6 to • 
p.m. today. .. 

FNIM, Robert - Friday, 
1 :30 p.m. Ralph J. Wittic 
Funeral Home: viaieatton, 2 to 
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. today. 

Grlblng, RoM - Friday, 
·10:30 a.m. Ralph J. Wittk 
Funeral Home: visitation, 2 to 
p.m. today. . . .' 

Pwvllnce, Anna ''AM'' • 
Friday, ·10:30 a.m. Wheeb! 
Funeral Home, Rock Island, II 
visitation, 2 to ~ p:m. and 6 to 
p.m. today. 

Plen:e, ll8ry - Friday, 1 
a.m. Zwingll UCC, MonticeU 
Wis.; visitation, 5 to 8 p.r 
today, . VoegeiJ..Newcom 
Funeral Home, Monticello. 

Schnwte. Cllrence - M 
mortal 88Mce, 1 p.m. Oct. 
Masonic Temple, Walnut Stre 
entrance. 

Wright, Devkt .. JKide" · 
Saturday, 11 :30 a.m. l.an! 
Funeral Home, Centerville: vi 
tation, today and Friday. 

• NOTE: The Muscatine Jot 
nal publlshea, free of chali 
notice of any death In the 811 
we 881'Y8. There are limits ( 
the amount of Information 1 

eluded. However, for obltuart 
created in a fashion cfictated 1 

the family, there is a fee. Any i 
formation. desired can be incll! 
ed In pakt obituaries. 

David . Wright ~ 
CENTERVILLE. n 

.. Jackie" Wright, 54, died Tt 
day, Sept. 28, 1995, ·at tbe St. 
sepb's Mercy Hospital . .. 

Serviees will be at 11:30 • 
~turday at th~ !emwe ful) 
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and Put Commander of DeMolay 
Commaodery, KT. 

He was a member of J Charles 
Htmt Priory, KYCH and Past 
Grand Warder of the Grand Com
maodery Knights Templar ol 
Iowa. He was a · 32nd degree 
member of Davenport Consistory, 
Past Patron of EJecta Chapter, 
Order of Easter Star, and a mem
ber of Kaaba Temple. 

Clarence and Doris were tire
less workers in Republican poll- . 
tics on a local, state, and national 
level. He was twice elected statP. 
representative for Muscatine and 
Louisa counties. He served many 
years on the Muscatine County 
Republican Central Committee, 
and was a frequent delegate to 
state conventions. He· was elected 
to the electoral college for Rich
ard Nixon, and. was county cbair
man for Ronald Reagan's presi
dential campaign in Ur18. 

As a l~slator be .introduced 
tbe bill making the Geode the 
"State Rock of Iowa." Clarence 
was one of the. group, which in
cluded David Stanley, wbo pusbed 
legislation. enabling· Muscatine to 
get tbe new bridge across the 
Mississippi River. · 

As a buSinessman, Clarence · 
founded Scbmarje Tool Company 
in -1942; initially to ~ !ox;li!-f., 
tbe' ·pearl button ~ ... ,AI~ng 
WI :hiS fatliet~· Cia~, lie fOWided ~ ... ,. Button · eo~'Durlng tbe 
19508 and the 1960s be exported 
dam sbells to Japan .. 

Clarence is survived by two sis
ters, Irene Evans and Hilda 
Brown, both of Davenport, and 
one brother, Albert of Muscatine. 
Tbere are three . survlvinl cbil
dren, Diane Wood of LUbbock, 
Texas, David of Lompoc, Calif.' 
.00 Ronald of Muscatine. Six 
grandchildren also survive. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, ooe brother, Harry, 
imd his wife, Doris. 

Tbe family iugge8ts memorials 
be given to Musser Public IJ. 
brary or Wesley United Metbodist 
amrcb. 
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David . Wright ; 
CENTERVILLE 

"Jackie" Wright, 54, died 
day, Sept. 28, 1995, ·at tbe : 
sepb's Mercy Hospital. · 

Services will be at 11:3 
Saturday at tbe Lange F 
Home. Bwia1 will be at tiM 
land Cemetery in Mystic. 
. Friends may . can a 
today and Friday at tbe f 
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I DEEDS I 
Douglas C. Rolle to Trinktad. c; 

do and Clara A. SOfOia De AM 
jo6nt tenants, pert lot 9 .... beoc:k 1 ( 
of MUICatine. 140,500 . 
, Wayne G. andWMdaJ. McCLt 

J. Tim lind Lynne M. Ct\artes, • 
ants, lot 93 of Mn tw.ln Mel 
SubdtNion. No~ price 6n 

Lawrence E. Md. Betty A. He 
w..m a .. n Ruthann 9ung1 
joint tenants. lot 8 of Bridgeman•• 
.,., ., MCtJon '&n-2W '" ctty " 
tine. 145,000. 
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THE STORY OF IOWA 

farmed until his death in 1838. His wife survived 
him until 1844. 

William T. Myers acquired his education in public 
schools in Indiana. He early began to serve an ap
prenticeship in the tanner's trade, but, because of 
a dislike for the work, he soon left that employment 
and began working with different farm ers in Indi
ana. He left that state in 1852, and came to Appa
noose County, where he entered a claim of one hun
dred sixty acres in Center Township (now known 
as Walnut Town ship) . Mr. Myers w as intensely in
ter.ested in agriculture s tock raising, and was out
standingly progressive for his time. He was one of 
the first m en in the county to own pure-bred cattle, 
dealing in Shorthorn stock. H e also raised sheep. 
He was int eres ted in fruit culture, owning three fine 
orchards, and also raised bees. Gradually he built up 
his land holdings until he owned one thousand, one 
hundred and fifty acres of fine property. He was 
actively engaged in farming operations until he re
linquished this work in 1905, and moved to Center
ville. 

One of th e earliest settlers in Walnut Township, 
Mr. Myers h elped substantially to build up this region 
of Iowa. He assisted in building the first school
house in th e town ship, and was a charter member of 
the V..' alnut City Christian Church. His major 
achievement was, however, in agriculture. He found 
it necessary to devise many of hi s own methods, 
such as would be suitable to farm production under 
the pioneer conditions which surrounded his work. 
He ground his first wheat in a coffee mill, and was 
equally resourceful in all his work. Mr. Myers was 
a Republican and a trustee of the township. Widely 
known throughout the community, he accomplished 
much in t he introduction of profitable farming meth
ods in this r egion. 

William T. Myers married, fir st, Elizabeth Os
borne, who died in December, 1894, on a train while 
traveling to California for her health. She was the 
daughter of vVilliam Osborne, a preacher, mechanic, 
and farm er , who came from Illinoi s to Appanoose 
County in early times. Three children were born 
to Mr. and ).,frs. Myers: I. Mary Alice, who married 
William Gillespie, and became the mother of Carl 
M. Gillespie, who lives on the original homestead. 
At th e tim e of writing, Carl M. Gillespie, Jr., great
grandson of 'vV. T. Myers, is studying agronomy at 
Iowa State Coll ege at Ames. 2 . Mannie, who, after 
the death of her sis ter, married, as his second wife, 
D . F. Cate. 3. Rosia, who married, as his first wife, 
D . F . Cate. All the children of William T. and 
Elizabeth (Osborne) Myers are now deceased. 

W. T. :.Iyers married second , Mrs. Eliza (Mathe
way) Sherrard, of Walnut Township, who died in 
January. 1922. 

The death of William T. Myers, in August, 1922, 
w_as an occasion of deep sorrow throughout this re
gton of the Middle West where he was widely known 
f?r his achievements in farming and orchard cultiva
tiOn. He will long be affec tionately remembered. 

EARL 0. BERGE, since 1947, superintendent of 
schools at Seymour, was born May 21, 1917, at Bode. 
Mr. Berge is the son of Thomas H. and Mollie Ma
!ena (Enockson) Berge, both of whom were born 
111 Stavenger, Norway, and came to the United States 
as children with their parents. Thomas H. Berge 
bought land in Humboldt County, where he farmed 
for many years. He retired in 1940, and lived in 
Bode until his death , which occurred October 15, 

1947, at the age of seventy-three. Mrs. Mollie Malena 
(Enockson) Berge is a resident of Bode. Thomas 
H. and Mollie Malena (Enockson) Berge were the 
parents of five children. In addition to Earl 0., the 
subject of this sketch, they are: 1. Bernt C., an at
torney at Garn~r. 2 . Ernest, who was a school super
intendent for twelve years and now operates a farm 
at Bode. 3· Thelma, who married S . 0. Tonderum 
of West Bend. 4. Harold, who is a farmer, also at 
Bode. 

Earl 0. Berge attended the public schools of Bode 
and graduated from the Bode High School in 1934. 
He then became a student at Luther College in De
corah and, in 1938, was graduated from this institu
tion with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. Mr. Berge 
has since taken postgraduate work at Drake Uni
versity during a number of summer terms, in 1940 
and 1946, 1947 and 1948, and on August 21, 1948, he 
received the degree of Master of Science from Drake 
University. 

Upon graduation from Luther College in 1938, Mr. 
Berge was appointed athletic coach and principal at 
Frederika, and he later was promoted to superinten
dent, receiving his contract at the age of twenty-two, 
when he was probably the youngest superintendent in 
Iowa. He served as coach as well as superintendent 
of schools in Frederika until 1942. On June 6, 1942, 
he joined th e United States Army for service in 
World War II. He became a special agent in the 
Counter-Intelligence Corps and served until N ovem
ber I I, 1945. After receiving his discharge, Mr. Berge 
returned to Frederika to resume his duties as super
intendent and coach, and served in this dual capa
city until the summer of 1947. In the fall of 1947 he 
came to Seymour as superintendent of schools and 
has continued to fill that post up to the present time. 

Mr. Berge is a member of the National Education 
Association and Iowa State Education Association, 
and serves on the County Council in the latter or
ganization. He is well known in Iowa educational cir
cles, and has achieved some little note in other states 
as well as the designer of a cumulative record to be 
u sed in all grades of school and for adult education 
as well. This cumulative record, which is published 
by the Klipto Publishing Company, of Mason City, 
has been very enthusiastically received in many 
s tates . In late 1949, he designed a new type enroll
m ent card for grades and high school and also a new 
type voucher jacket for school accounting and ad
ministration. Mr. Berge is a member of the local post 
of the American Legion, and the Lutheran Church. 
Photography and fishing are his two hobbies. 

On June IS, 1941, Earl 0. Berge married Irene 
Heller, the daughter of August and Margaret (Wol
ter) Heller, both of whom were born in Germany and 
came to the United States as children. August Heller 
farmed in Kossuth County until his untimely death 
on August 25, 1919, at the age of thirty-three, when 
he was struck by lightning. Mrs. Margaret (Wolter) 
Heller res ides at Whittemore. Earl 0. and Irene 
(Heller) Berge have four children: I. Sandra Kae, 
born January 23, I943· 2. Jerrie Sue, born March 21, 
1945. 3. Bruce Thomas, born September IS, 1947. 4. 
Jeanne Elaine, born July 14, 1949. 

CLARENCE F. SCHMARJE-Guiding the enter
prises for some years identified with the family name, 
Clarence F. Schmarje takes his place among the 
younger industrial leaders of Iowa, as president of 
both the Ronda Button Company and the Schmarje 
Tool and Engineering Company of Muscatine. With 
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an exceptional background in the industrial field, 
and unusually thorough educational preparation, Mr. 
Schmarje is well qualified to continue in the develop
ment of the business launched by his father, and to 
which he himself has already contributed so much. He 
has done work of lasting value in his field, much of it 
of a pioneering nature. The place he has won, both 
in industry and in the life of his community, has held 
for him the respect of his colleagues and his fellow 
townsmen. 

Mr. Schmarje is a native of Muscatine, and was 
born on July 30, 1911. He is a son of Claus and 
Emma (Silberhorn) Schmarje, and of his father, pio
neer in the button-making industry in Iowa, a separate 
sketch accompanies this. After completion of his 
secondary education, Clarence F. Schmarje entered 
the State University of Iowa, from which he received 
the degree of Bachelor of Science in mechanical en
gineering in 1932. After receipt of this degree, he 
undertook postgraduate studies and research in me
chanical engineering, his three years of graduate work 
leading to the degrees of Master of Science in me
chanical engineering in 1934, and the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy in 1935. During this period of 
study, he majored in mechanical engineering, with 
research in combustion and heat transfer; and his 
minor studies were in physics and mathematics. Mr. 
Schmarje was also granted a research assistantship 
in mechanical engineering at the State University of 
Iowa, a half-time job in assisting in conducting tests 
on boilers. He was also a computor of the results 
of research in hydraulics for the United States De
partment of Agriculture, and draftsman, devoting a 
part of his time to the drafting of plans for the De
partment of Grounds and Buildings, State University 
of Iowa. Mr. Schmarje was thus a busy man during 
his college days; but he found time to become iden
tified with fraternal activities, joining Tau Beta Pi, 
honorary engineering fraternity, and Sigma Xi, hon
orary scientific fraternity. 

His experience immediately after completing his 
studies at the state university, which Mr. Schmarje 
accounts as his junior professional engineering work, 
was at Battelle Memorial Institute, Columbus, Ohio 
nationally known research organization with which h~ 
was identified during 1935-1936. There he undertook 
research in combustion problems, including chemical 
plant combustion and domestic stoker problems. He 
next associated himself with the Appalachian Electric 
Power Company at Cabin Creek, West Virginia, 1936-
1937, where he _gained experience in large power-plant 
testing. Here his responsibility was supervision of the 
testing department to insure' the maximum efficient 
operation of equipment. 

From 1937 to 1942, Clarence F. Schmarje was asso
ciated with the Carnegie-Illinois Steel Company at 
Duquesne, Pennsylvania. Here he undertook work 
with the steam power plant, miscellaneous testing 
work in combustion and heating, and studies leading 
to greater efficiency in the utilization of soaking pit 
furnaces. During this period also, Mr. Schmarje made 
his acquaintance with the teaching field. He taught 
night school courses at Carnegie Institute of Technol
ogy, in advance power plant design and internal com
bustion engine design. These courses were taught 
during the years 1939-1940 and 1940-194 I. 

Also while at Pittsburgh, Mr. Schmarje made 
studies which were to be invaluable to him later in 
guiding, and bringing about improvements in, his own 
industrial enterprises. He made a particular study of 
carbide tool s, and developed some for use in the 

button industry. In the columns of the Muscatine 
"Journal" the importance of this development is out
lined: 

C?ne of the first uses for these new tools was for boring 'under· 
cut holes tn. the ba~ks of pearl buttons for the insertion of meta l 
shanks. Ordmary htgh-~peed to~ls were not adequate for this job 
because they dulled qUJckly, dtd not cut an accurate hole and 
caused an exces~ive amount of b~eakage of buttons. To solv~ this 
problem, a spect ;1 l tungst~n carbtde tool wvs designed . 

Mr. a~d .. !vlrs. SchmarJ_e, who \\'tr~ .then li~ing in Pittsburgh , 
b~gan m.:1kmg these carbtde t~ols. C smg an mexpensive grinder 
wah a dxamond :-"·heel, they fimsh:ground purchased tools and sold 
them to M us.catme .button facto:tes. Eventually they made com
~~~~- tools wtth thetr crude equ xpment set up in their spare bed-

In 1942,. Mr. and _Mrs. Schm.arje moved to Iowa and 
made t~eir home 111 Muscatme, where Clarence F. 
S~hmar]e took up and advanced the enterprises which 
his father had launched. Tool manufacturing was con
tmued for a time m a basement shop, carbide tools 
f?r the button industry being developed. The cumula
tive effect of the experimental activities carried on by 
Mr. and Mrs. Schmarje was the development of a 
revolutiOnary form tool for turning the pattern on the 
face of pearl buttons. A higher yield of first-class 
buttons is thus produced than was possible under old
style procedures. They thus brought with them to 
Muscatine the capacity to shape an industry from 
what had b~en the~r constr_uctive ~abby. The develop
ment fitted m admirably With the mcreased production 
demands of a country at war. The new Muscatine fac
tory, which emerged under the designation oi the 
Schmarje T<;Jol and Engineering Company, was pre
pared to do Its part as sub-contractor builder of tools 
for the Firth-Sterling Steel Company. During the 
war period, production was confined to standard war 
tools. In May, 1943, a downtown shop location was 
secured where all equipment could be placed under 
one roof. New machinery was bought as it became 
available on the " tight" wartime and postwar market. 
On V-J Day, the Schmarje Tool Shop had in process 
special tools designed for the Hughes Tool Com
pany. These tools were used in high-production ma
chines turning out parts fo r fuses for a new secret 
weapon for combat use on the Pacific Theater islands. 
After the termination of the conflict, the firm retooled 
for the production of button-making tools. In addition, 
it produces strategic parts for the manufacture of 
fountain pens, farm machinery, washing machines, 
and other products. As pointed out in an article re
viewing the company's achievements in the Muscatine 
"Journal ": "Virtually the stock in trade of this pro
gressive Muscatine firm is a metal of extreme hard
ness known as tungsten carbide and described as 'the 
hardest metal made by man.' " Indicative of its extent 
of useage of valuable materials is the fact that each 
year, the Schmarje Tool and Engineering Company 
uses ten thousand dollars worth of diamond dust in 
it~ !'':::,cessing preparations. Such firms as the vV. A. 
Sheaffer Pen Company, Voss Manufacturing Com
pany, Maytag, International Harvester. and John 
Deere are regualr customers of Schmarje. The firm 
is a pioneer in the use of new indu strial equipment 
in the Midwest. One of these machines. a particularly 
complex form grinder, is the only one of its kind 
between Chicago and Denver. In leading the way in 
production in its field, the Schmarje Tool ,and En
gineering Company has taken an indispensable place 
in the industrial picture in the state of Iowa. 

Mr. Schmarje also continues, of course, in the 
management of · the Ronda Button Company, out
growth of Claus Schmarje's industrial activities, of 
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which concern th e so n is now president. Hi s un cle, 
John Schmarjc. is Yice pre sid ent; w hil e Mrs. Cla rence 
F. Schmarj e, who was of in valuable ass is tance to her 
husband in tht den: lop ment of much of their equip
ment, hold ;; the office of sec retary- t reasu rer in thi s 
firm. Claus Schmarje is plant sup erint endent. The 
name of the firm is d erived from the fi rst lett ers of 
the nam es oi the so ns of the founder s. Mr. and 1frs. 
Clarence F. Sc hmarje's two sons, R ona ld and D avid. 
The R onda Button Compan y. of co urse. utiliz es th e 
products of the Schmarje T oo l and Engineering Com
pany. U ntil the introduction of the new machin es, 
there had been little change in the m ethod of cutting 
blanks throughout four d ecades of th e industry's hi s
tory. The button-cutting trade had thus not kept 
pace with tech nol ogical adva nc e in o th er fields. Mr. 
Schmarj e's l'quipment has don e much to regain this 
lost ground . The Ro nda Button Company does not 
make the finished buttons, it is merely a cutting plant, 
but it periorms thi s indi sp ensable fir s t s tep in button 
production in a more effici ent and eco nom ical w ay 
than any ot her plant had been able to achieve before. 
The firm has a production capacity of b etween fift een 
hundred and two thousand t ons of " shell s," for the 
production of button s, annually, and ordinarily em
ploys up to eig hty-five persons, in two shifts. The 
thirty vertica l-ty p e cutting m ac hines wit h which Ro n
da Button Company is equipped multiply the produc
tion cap aci ty of eac h operator several times over that 
attained under o ld-tim e m et h ods. 

Mr. Sclnn a rj e is a member of th e .-\merica n Society 
of Mech ankal Eng in eer s and the .-\merican Society 
of Tool Engineers. He belongs also to the Iowa En
gineerin g Society , and to Tau Beta P i and Sigma Xi 
fratern it1c:<. He has con tribut ed to th e li te ra ture of hi s 
profession \\· ith th e author s hip of an ar ticle entitled 
'·Radiat ion in Boil er Furnaces." 

Mr. Sc hmarje is not only a figur e oi increasi ng 
prominence in th e industri a l life oi lo\\·a; he is a lso 
prominent in com munit y affa irs. a nd in the ac tivit ies 
of fraternal group s. H e is a member of the Kiwa ni s 
Club of :\ fu sca tin e : and oi th e lodges of the Benevo
lent and l'rotective Order o i Elk'S and the An cient 
Free and .-\ccepted 1fasons. In th e York Rit e. of 
the Ma ;:o111c Order h e is a m ember of Knigh ts Tem
plar, and he is numb ered am ong th e m embers of the 
Ancient .·\rahic Order oi :\'oblcs o f th e :\hstic S hr ine. 
In his re li g ious fa ith. :\fr. Schmarje is a :.\fethocl ist. 

Clarence F. Schmarje is married to the form er 
Dori s I. D e Camp. Her highly imp ortant w ork and 
comradeh· as,;is tance \\·ere. as has been indic ated. in 
the hig he, t degree h elpful in developing the techno
logical imp rovem ent s upon whi ch th e gro\\· th of the 
pr esent compani es ha s dep ended. :\fr . and :\I rs . 
Schmarj c ue th e paren t s oi three ch ildren: David, 
Ronald. and Di ane. 

CLAUS SCHMARJE-The :; tory oi Claus Schmar
ie. button manufacturer of ilfuscatine. exemplifi es 
certa in feat ures of th e .-\ meri ca n way of li fe. Startin g 
as a boy to lea rn the art of turning s hell s into buttons, 
in the olrl - iashione cl manner, :--rr. Schmarje. throug h 
hi s kno\vkdge, experience, im·entive geniu s, and en
terpri se. sought and fou nd b etter m et l1 ods of cutting 
hard mate ri a ls. eventually progress in g to the makin g 
of bett er too ls for thi s and ot her purposes. The 
Schmarje Tool and Engin ee ring Company, today 
owned by his son. Clarence fo'. Schmarj e, is an im
pres sive iacto r in the manufact ur e of precision tools 
~n peace ~1 1d war .. \l ong personal lin es. :\fr. Sc hm arje 
I S a fi n<: L·xa n1pl e of the forrign-born cit izen of our 

country \\· ho m ad e good in the ~ew \\' o rld through 
hard work a nd initiative. 

Claus Schmarj e was born in the vi cinity of Ham
bu rg. Germany. o n February 28. r888 . H e attended 
th e schools of his n at i\·e city, bu t migra ted to the 
l 'nited States a·t the age o i fifteen . . -\rri ving here in 
1903. he came to se ttl e in Muscatine, and was fir s t 
employed by the K aiser Box Company in that city . 
After a y ear he went wi th the .-\utomatic Button Com
pany . a lso of Muscatine. a nd lea rn ed how to cut shells 
into blanks for buttons. 

In 1916, Claus Schmarj e enter ed business in his ow n 
name, under m odest conditions. H e established in that 
year a small button cuttin g plant in his backyard barn . 
Originally, the in s tall a ti on consisted of thr ee small 
button-c uttin g lathes, which were op erat ed by Mr. 
Schmarje and two employees. H e bought a few clam 
sh ell s at a time, and cut th es e into button blanks which 
were sold to t he larger button factories fo r finishing. 
The modest profits thu s made, Mr. Schmarje plowed 
back into the business, in vesting in more machines and 
m or e clam shell s, until th ere were fourteen mac hines 
in th e backyard shop, and clam s hells were bought 
in carload lots direct fro m th e clam diggers. Even
tually a noth er and a larger shop was bought from 
another button blank manufacturer, and both operated 
und er the sam e managem ent. 

~fr. Schmarje prosp ered and continued to enlarge 
his operation s through th e years. In 1935, with 0. A . 
H ammer, h e o rg amz ed the Muscatine P earl Button 
\\' orb. [ n 1938. he sold hi s button blank business to 
a brother, J o hn Schmarje, after the plant had been 
m oYed and consolidated in a new building with seven
tv-liv e machin e;;. The !\fuscatine Pearl Button \Yorks, 
begin ning as a sm all pearl button an d n ovel ty fini sh
ing pl ant , wa s meantim e being ca rri ed on , with the 
ass is tance of ~1r. H amme r. and :\fr. ] . C. Bishop, 
whose resp ons ibilities were conn ec ted with th e finan
ci ng and sa les requirem ents of th e business. It was a t 
thi s fi ni shin g p la nt th at the need \\·as realized for 
the ne\,. ty pe oi cutting tool. a problem in ge niou sly 
soh·ed !Jv h is son, Clarence. 

In addition to direc tin g many o f the act iYities of 
th e firm. }.:[r. Sc hmarj e became secre tary, a position 
he has continued to h ol d. H e is a lso the plant super
int endent o f th e Ronda Button Company, w hi ch firm 
name is coined irom th e first letter s of the name s 
of th e sons o f the iound ers. wh o. incidenta lly are th e 
grandsons of Clau s Schmarje. Thi s firm. r epresenting 
th e continuing extension and g r owth of the father' s 
id eas by th e ;on, with the new adva ncem ents of an
other genera t ion of experience, g ives employment to 
eighty-five persons in tw o shift s . T hirty vertical-type 
cutting machin es are u sed at th e Ronda Button Com
pany, and on th ese. produ cti on per operat or is said to 
he several time s grca t ~r th an on th e older-type cutting 
m achines. Th e impro\·ecl button-cutting tools used 
here are manu fac tur ed by the Schmarje Tool a nd En
gineering Company, of :\f uscatine, an oth er corporat e 
outg r owth o f t he fam il ~'s int e re,;ts and ta lents, of 
w hi ch Clarenc e F. Schmarje is pr es ident . The work 
of the Schmarj e Tool an d Engineering Comp any is th e 
m anu factur e of preci sio n tools of the grinding and 
cutting vari ety. utilizing a tungst en carbide reputed 
to be the '' harde s t m etal made bv man." 

.-\ m em be r of the .-\n cient Free ·and .'\ccepted ;\f a
so ns, ~fr. Sc hm arje is a ffiliated with the Yo rk Rit e 
bo di es , including th e Knights Templar. and th e 
.\ncient Arabic Order of ~ob!es of the :\fys tic Shrine. 

Claus Sc h m arje m arri ed Emma S ilberh orn . of Mu s
ca tin e. and th ey are th e parents of the following chi!-
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View Map 
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Occupation: 
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Emma Schmarjc 

Clarence F Schmarje 

Hilda M Schmarje 

Albert Schmarje 

Harry Schmarje 
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42 

41 

18 

17 

14 

4 
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