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uneral Home wrth burial
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e ter, died Thuréday,
£ Charles A. an‘d‘ Anna L.

in 1935 in Waterloo; she -

at John Deere Waterloo - .

igene E. of Buffalo, N.Y,,
en;-and five great-grand-

l Gene and three srstcrs
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1 to 5 p.m. today at the
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‘ s - Howard; and two sisters, Jessie Davy and Lelah Bunn.
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- grandson; and a brother, Frank D. Smith of Waterloo.

Méurylrved by: a son, Harold D. Moore of Waterloo; a.

Services: 1 p.m. Monday at O’Keéefe & Towne-Grarup &
Waychoff Funeral Home, with burial in Oran Cemetery-
Friends may call from 2-to 6 p.m. today and from 9 am.
until services Monday at the funeral home. :

Memorials: directed to the famtly

TSee story, page B5 -

EthelBlum -

'CEDAR FALLS — Francrs E. Messerly, 80, of Cedar Falls, d1ed Sat--

' urday, Oct: 8, at Sartori Memorial Hosprtal of resprratory '
- failure.

He ‘was born Aprtl 21, 1914, in Cedar Falls; son of

:'Edward and Essie Lawrence Messerly. He married Mary I
~Hamilton on July 8, 1937, in Cedar Rapids.

Mr.- Messerly. owned and operated the Finchford General -

 Store from 1937 to 1949. He served in county and state. |
- government for 36 years and was both state representative
- and senator. He also served sevetal terms as’ Black Hawk

County supervisor. -

Survived by: his wife; a daughter Carol Nesler of -
Dubuque; a son, Randy of Sarasota, Fla.; six grandchildren; -

and a brother, Robert of Janesville.

- Francis
Messerly

Preceded in death by: three brothers. Charlcs John and Roger and a sister, -

Dorothy Waldorf.

Services: 2:30 p.m. Monday at the Finchford Commumty Church with burlal"' i |

in the Finchford Cemetery. Friends may call from 1 to 8 p.m. today ahthes: .

Richardson Funeral Home, Cedar Falls, with the family present from 2todpm,

~ and an hour before services Monday at the church.

Memunals directed to the Finchford Commumty Church

CEDAR FALLS — Kenneth O. Emerson, 85, of 315 Clalr St dred -

Saturday, Oct. 8,.at Sartori Mcmorral Hosprtal of natural .

causes.

~ Hewas born June 16, 1909, in Charles City, son of Ethel—
‘bert L. and Edith M. Lee Emerson. He mamed,RWmng» ;

July 20, 1944, in Mason City.

Mr. Emerson-worked for a motor company in CthO |

Calif., .agzan auto mechanig¢ untrl hrs retirement in- 1971

whcnahc eturned to Cedar Falls. " &
Survived by his wife; two daughters Donna Khngfuss

of Cedar Falls and Diane Vajgret of San Diego; erght grand-

children; and cight great- grandchildren,
Preceded in death by: two brothers, Clifford and

‘Kenneth
Emerson

Services: | p.m. Tucsday at Richardson Funeral Home, with burial in Cedar

Valley Memorial Gardens. Friends may call from 4 to 8 p m.

to service time Tuesday.
| Memorials: directed to the family.

Monday and 9 am. K
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~ tenures, he'was olected to three
terms in the Iowa House of Repre-
sentatives and one term in the lowa -
Senate, where he chaired the pow-.

F nends reca]l Messerly s dedlcatlon

4 compzmlon for peoplc He ‘rcally
-devoted his entire life to the qerwce
- of others and really had a lovc for

1 - the’American way.”

W Former state Iawmaker ol
ira| -6 and county superwsor
j-dead at age 80

=il By TIM JAMISON
e i ..Courler Staff Writer -

CEDAR FALLS -— ugendary

*| - Black Hawk County politician ~ -
| - Francis Messerly ‘was remembered-
| by friends and former colleagues- as
- a man who dedicated most of his -
~adult life to the people he was
: clected to serve. * o L
~The former county supérvisor T
|- and lowa lawmaker died Saturday . .
-~at Sartori Memorial Hospital of.
~“respiratory failure. He was 80.

" “There was only.onc Francis

|, ‘Messerly,”'said Frank Mollenhoff,
| “acolleague for eight yearson the ™ .
" “Board of Supervisors. “When they - -
. made him, they threw away the pat-
O (v B AU

Messerly, a chubhcan served

‘on the Board of Supervisors from.
11950 to 1960 and again from 1976

to 1988 Between his board -

erful ApprOpnatlons Committee. -
- Asapolitician, Messerly carned

- areputation as-a fiscal conservative

who engaged inseveral well-publi-

- cized debates with his collcagues.

“While he would carry the

. respect of anyone in public office
. and public service, he also riled his

~ opponeiits,” said Chris Harshbarg-

er, a close family friend. “He cham-

4% ploned the underdog and wanted to

make sure that people got every-
thing they deserved for their tax
dollars.”

Harshbarger, an advertising

y ] Obltuary ~—‘p<age B6

Francis Messerly

_ executive and the former dircctor
~of the Hawkeye Valley Area Agen- -

-cy on Aging, said he learned first-

~hand that it was best to be prepared-
* . when dealing with Me%serly in thc

political arena. ;

“My first meeting with ancns
‘was about 20 years ago — he as a
supervisor and me as a bureaucrat -

- asking for money,” he said. “His
. reputation hadn’t reached me yet.

“He was asking me questions .
that T never expected anyone would -
ask. He kind of had a way of pick-
ing you up by the nape of the neck
“and catrying you off. After that
‘happened, I decided that was never -

- going to happen again.”

But Harshbarger eventually -
developcd a close personal rela-" -
tionship with Messerly.

“Privately, you saw a more per-

. sonal side of Francns and his real

| served four years with' Messerly on-
| the Board of Superwsors and con- . -

- Supervisors. |

him because
+ mind,” Fulton

“Waterloo Mayor John Rooff

sidered him a mentor. . - o
“I learned quite-a bit from. Fran- P g

:cm “Rooff said. “Probably the .~
2B most important thing T learned wqq
| how to make a presentation. . o

“Francis never asked you a ques—

| tion that he didn’t alrcady know the -
- answer to..-He was probdbly one of -

-~ the more prepared people in pubhc

. office that I everknew.” - ==

Rachel Fulton often fohnd her- -

- self opposing Messerly when the

two shared time’ on thc Board of

lot of resptct for
always spoke his

aid. “Even though

we didn’t sce eye to eye on many . .
things, I still ¢ oyed my timeon =~
~ the board with im. He had alot of - -
strong opinions, but you ledyS
knew. where hc stood ¢

- ‘I still had

*in 1988, Messcrly dcvclopcd a
,'g,rcat hobby of fdrmmg, Harqh- i g

barger said. -
" “He parncularly lookcd forward '

© 1o this year’s harvest. He was in the -
*fields (Thursday) watching the corn -

" grow, and he remarked that the

crop was going to bust thc a\Im off -

* the trucks. : ¥
- “The significance of the bumpcr

_ crop was as good as any symbol of

his life there is,” Harshbarger said.
~“Anyone that knew Francis knows
- he has yielded a bumper crop that”

would bust the axles off any truck.
I think this entire countyaought to

. akc a pqusc for h1m
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Francis LaVern Messerly Pedigree

Male Familv
Event(s):

Birth: 21 APR 1914 Cedar Falls, Black Hawk, lowa

Christening:

Death: 08 OCT 1994 Cedar Falls, Black Hawk, lowa

Burial: Finchford Cemetery, Cedar Falls, Black Hawk, lowa
Marriages:

Spouse: Mary Irene Hamlin Famil

Marriage: 18 JUL 1937 Manchester, Delaware, lowa

Messages:
Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LDS Church. No additional information is available.
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter.

Source Information:
No source information is available.

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Francis L. Messerly (1914 - 1994) - Find A Grave Memorial
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o Find A Grave

Top Contributors
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Find A Grave Store
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The world's largest
online family
history resource.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collectio
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Francis L Messerly

Memorial Photos Flowers

Learn about sponsoring this memorial...

Birth: 1914
Death: 1994
Family links:

Spouse:

Mary I Messerly (1912 - 1999)

Burial:

Finchford Cemetery
Finchford

Black Hawk County
Iowa, USA

Created by: Louis
Record added: Mar 09, 2010
Find A Grave Memorial# 49473904
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Francis L Messerly (1914 - 1994) - Find A Grave Photos
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