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22 IOWA OFFICIAL REGISTER- 19 77-1978 

Attorney General 
Office located on main floor of Ca pitol Building 

RI CHARD C. TURNER. Council Blu ffs 

Term expires Jan . 1979. 

Solicitor General: Richard E. Haesemeyer. Des Moines. 
Specia l Assistant Att orneys General: for Tax Commission. George W. Murray 

Norwalk; for Department of Transportation, Asher E. Schroeder. Ames: for 
Chi ld Support Recovery. Lorna L. Williams. Des Moines: for Tort Claims. Joh n E. 
Beamer, Des Moines. 

Assistan t Att orneys General: Elizabeth A. Nolan. Iowa City: Julian B. Garrett, India ­
nola: Cli fford E. Peterson, Des Moines: Douglas R. Carlson, Des Moines : John I. 
Adam s. Des Moines; James C. Davis, Newton; Richard N. Winders, Des Moi nes; 
Roxanne B. Conlin, Des Moines; Larry M . Blumberg, Des Moines: Thomas D. 
McGrane. Des Moines; Douglas Smalley. Des M oines; Gerald A. Kuehn. 
Ea rlh am: Harry Criger , West Des Moines: Fred Haskins. Raymond Sullins. Ca r y 
Swan son. Garry D. Woodward, John Perkins, JosephS. Beck, John R. Dent. John 
D. Hudson. Hugh J. Perry. Joe Kelly. Jr .. Jack Linge. D orot hy Kelley. Jim Robbins. 
Joh n G . Mullen, Carol Egley. Mike Murphy. Ted Boecker. Cheryl Ramey. Kevin 
Maggio. Bruce Foudree. Michael Coriden. William H ager. Harold Young. BrucP 
Cook. William Enke. Will iam Raisch. S t even K. Sandblom,Richard H. Doyle. 
Ma rk Beckman, Lee Jackwig. and Susan Carney; all of Des Moin es: Jean Dunkle. 
Sioux City; Francis Hoyt. Jr., Council Bluffs; Robert Keith , Waterloo: Joseph A. 
Grubisich, Davenport: Gary L. Hayward. Burlington ; Robert W. G oodwi n. Ames: 
Ma rsha Szymczuk, Ames ; Robert Huibregtse. Orange Cit y: Dick Will iams. For t 
Madison: Van Zimmer. Iowa City: J. E. "Mike" Tobey. Iowa Cit y: Michael E. 
Sheehy. New Hampton; W. Richard While. Mason City. 

Legal Depa r tment. Departmen t of Transporta tion: Franklin W. Sauer, John W. Bat y. 
Robert T angema n. a nd Dennis Hogan, all of Ames. 

The attor ney grmeral is a constitutional officer wit hin the judicial department of 
government elected by popular vote every four years. A s head of the department of 
justice and chief legal offi cer of the sta te. the a ttorney general prosecu tes and defends 
all cases in the supreme court in which the s tale i~ 11 party or interested. He also 
represent s the st ate in ot her actions and proceedings bot h civil a nd criminal. when. in 
his judgment. the best interests of the stat e require him to d o so. or when he is reques ted 
to appear b y the governor. the executive counc il or the general assembly. 

The at torncy general is charged with the responsibili ly co f s upervising the 99 count y 
attorneys in a ll matters pertaining to the duties of their 11ffices a nd in th is capacity he 
freq uent ly counsels and adv ises them w i th respect to p roblems which flccurduring the 
co urse of their offi cial duties . 

All d rafts of contracts, forms a nd other legal documents which may be required for 
the u se of the sta te are prepared by the attorney general. 

When requested to do so. the attorney general gives his written opinion upon all 
questi ons of law submitted to him by the general assembly or by either house thereof or 
by an elective or appointive stale official. At the close or each biennium the attorney 
general subm its a report to the governor setting forth the condit ion of his office. 
opin ions rendered a nd other business transacted whir.h is of public interest. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIALS 

.Attorney General 

RICHARD C. TURNER 
Council Bluffs 

Republican 

23 

Born Sept .. 30. 1927, in Avoca. Iowa, son of joe W. and Elizabeth C. Turner. Graduated 
from Avoca High Scfllool 1945. Served in the Air Force 1945-47. Graduated State 
University of Iowa (B.A.), 1950 , and College of Law (J.D.). 1953. Practiced law in Avoca 
and Council Bluffs 1953-1967. with father in firm Turner & Turner. Served as Avoca 
Town Clerk 1953-60: CI!SSistant county attorney, Pottawattamie County, 1954-56: State 
Se!"ator from Pottawattamie 1960-64. [59th and 60th General Assemblies and 60th 
Extra Session). Elected Iowa Attorney General Nov. 8, 1966 and re-elected in 1968, 
1970, 1972. and 1974. 1Married Charlotte Forsen of Modale, Iowa. Member of T heta XI 
and Phi Delta Phi legal fratern ity: Bar Associations: American Bar Association, Iowa 
State Bar Association .. P clk County Bar Association. Southwest Iowa Bar Association, 
Pottawattamie County Bar Association. Iowa Academy of Trial Lawyers. American 
Judicature Society: American Legion: 40 & 8. and member of Presbyterian Church. Two 
sons. joe W. and Mark H .. and one daughter. Amy Elizabeth. 
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The Elderberries Senior 
Citizens are having noon 
dinners on Mondays, Wed­
nesdays and Friday. 

Entertainment on Monday 
is . cards or other games, 
Wednesday is 'card · playing 
and Friday is other games~ 

All Senior Citizens are 
V.'elcome to come and join for 
dinner and for an afternoon of 
fun and cards. 

Legion Auxiliary 

To Meet Oct. 9 
Fred Funston Unit No. 227, 

A~erican Legion Auxiliary 
will hold the regular meeting 
Thursday morning, Oct. 9 at 
9:00 a.m. at the Legion Hall. 
. Membership cards for 1987 
will be handed out: Initiation 
of new members will be held . 

The serving committee is 
Betty · Langer, chairman; 
Charlene Grulke, Betty Hoge­
land, Victorine Jensen, Helen 
Pattee and Virginia West: 

Social Farmerette 

Club Tours Museum 

The Social Farmerette 
Club toured the Arion 
Eastern Museum at the 
Hortense Pautsch home near 
Arion Tuesday afternoon 
with seven members partici­
pating. 

The club will meet m 
October with Mrs. Alvin 
Jensen. 

RICHARD TURNER 
U.S. Attorney Richard 

Turner,. who served 12 years 
as Iowa Attor-ney Generai, 
died Sunday of a heart attack 
at his . W ?st Des Moines 
home. 

Dr. R.C . . Wooters, Polk 
County medical examiner, 
said Turner collapsed of a 
massive heart attack at about 
3:00 a.m. and was pronounced 
dead about an 
hour later at 
Mercy Hospi­
tal Medical 
Center in Des 
Moines. 

"Dick Tur­
ner dedicated 
a great deal of 
his life to 
protecting the 
public here in 
Iowa. He was 
a strong de-~~~ tiiiner 
fender of law - - - · 
and order and a fainninded 
prosecutor." Gov. Branstad' 
said Sunday in a statement 
released by his office. 

Tt1rner, who would have 
been 59 years old Tuesday, 
began his tenure as attorney 
general by winning election 
in 1966. He remained in office 
until ·defeated m 1978 by 
Democrat Tom Miller. 

At the time, Miller said he 
won because Turner was "too 
flamboyant" to be attorney 
general in Iowa. 

"I rather enJOY being 
colorful," Turner said during 
the 1978 campaign against 
Miller. 

Turner was a conservative 
Republican whose style gain­
ed him considerable publicity 
as attorney general. One of 
his most controversial actions 
was to order law enforcement 
raids of church bingo games 
in OrniPr t.o I"Onvini"IP t.hiP 

.. 
of four children·, the first of 
whom died as an infant. 

She attended school at 
Underwood and graduated 
with the Class of 1940. She 
attended Dana College at 

·Blair, Nebraska, before at­
tending a program affiliated 
with the Iowa State Teachers 
College in Red Oak, Iowa · 
where she received her 
te~hing certificate. She 
taught school for several 
years in ~ountry schools in 
Neola and Boomer Town­
ships. 
~rnice was united in· 

marria·ge to Reuben · Iversen 
on Jan. 6, 1946 at St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church near Neola. 

They made their home in 
the Shelby area, where 
Reuben farmed with the 
support of Bernice. In 1958 
they bought their own farm 
north of Minden and have 
resided there ever since. 
Reuben and Bernice entered 
the service station business 
in 1965, with Bernice 
handling the book work.' They 
have been in business ever 
since, most recently with a 
tire and battery business 
operated on the farm. 

They are the parents of one 
son, Wesley. 

She was involved in church 
activities at the Shelby 
Lutheran Church. Sh~ was a 
member of the church choir 
for several years and was 
active in the United Lutheran 
Women. For the past se.veral 
years she has managed the 
church Memorial Fund. For 
Bernice, the spiritual side of 
life was always very 
important." At home, she also 
enjoyed music, sewing and · 
gardening. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father. 

She leaves to mourn her 
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Arion · · Tuesday afternoon 
with seven members partici-
pating. . · . 

The · club · will meet in . · 
October with Mrs. Alvin 

· Jensen. 

Shelby Garden 
. . . . . 

·Club Plans· 
To Meet Oct. 22 

The Shelby Garden Club 
held their . second annual 
cookie tea· Wednesday, Sept~\ ... :; 
24 at the Shelby Comrimnit( .. . 

• Building. · · .. ·i· ., 
·Fifty r.egistered for the 

afternoon. Entertai.nment 
was pro.vided by the Alff 
Family Ba.nd .from Carson -
Macedonia areaf' 

Mrs. Edgar ·Stidham, pres­
ident and Martha Peterson 
were at the tea and coffee 
service as guests enjoyed the 
cookie walk. 
D~r prizes of boxes of 

cookies were drawn, for lucky 
winners. 

The club held election of 
officers following the tea. 

The·club will meet Oct. 22 
at the Shelby bank room with 
Esther Bargenquast hostess 
and Martha Peterson co­
hostess. · 

WQmen's Roles 

Workshop Offered 
On Oct. 11th 

A workshop dealing with 
women's roles in today's 
society will ,. be offered 
Satu·rday, Oct; 11 ·from 10:00 
a.m; to 2:00 p.m. at the Iowa 
Western Community Col­
lege's Continuing Education 
r"- -~ - - !- r""- --- -!1 "01--l.l'-

.A. UJ. A&'-'J. 'fT &40 Q \.tV,&I..:J"'J. • .-v& 'f"' 

Republican whos~ style ·gain-. 
ed him· conside~able publici~y 
~s attorney generaL . One : ·of 
his mo~t controversial actions 
was to orde~ law enforcement 
raids of church bingo games 
in order ·to convince the 
Legislature . to modernize 
Iowa gambling. laws . 

A 1971 raid of a church 
picnic in North Buena Vista 
resulted in the arrest of ·a · 
Catholic priest for ·keeping a 
gaming ho_use. Eventually. 
the state law waschanged t~ 
allow "social"· gambling. 

Turner was an outspoken 
adv.Dcate of the _ d~ath 
p~alty, and tried to get it 
added to state law when the 
Legislature rewrote the state 
criminal code in 1976. 

"The law isn't dull,'' Turner 
once said. ''Ifs incredibly 
alive with .life. There's 
nothing dull about it or any 
phase of it." 

While attorney _general, 
Turner drove a confiscated 
Cadillac and tried to give it 
back when ordered to 
continue making payments on 
it. 

After being appointed U.S . . 
attorney for Iowa by 
President Reagan . in 1981, 
Turner avoided the spotlight. 

"I'm not a Jree agent as I 
was as attorney general," 
Turner said shortly after his 

. appoint~ent. "I'm going to 
quit all the business of 
talking to the media - it just 
got me in trouble." . 

Turner, who was still u.s. 
attorney at the time of his 
death, remained in the public 
ey~ although his assistants 

. handled many of the public · 
artn~uncements made. by the 
office in recent years. He 

. handled. the 1982. prosecution 
of stockbroker Gary Lewellyn 
for ~llegedly looting two Iowa 

' . - ~ .1.0 . _ ! 11 ! -- A. -

. . c 
li.f.e · w.as · always . very . 1 
im·portant.-At home; she also · · 
enjoyed music. sewing a~d . . l 
gardening. · · . . . . . 1 

·She was preceded· ·in · de~th · 
by her father. 

. . 1 

She ·leaves to . mourn her 1 
p~sing lier. h~sband Reuben; 1 
her son · Wesley · of Chicago, · 

·1n.; twograndchlldren: Scott .; 
Iverson of Lancaster, .Wise. ] 
and Lindsay· l versen of Park ~ 
Ridge; Ill.; her mother Lila . ( 
Benson of UnderwoOd, Ia.; 
her sister Norma Fisctter and 
her husband· Floyd of Council 
Bluffs, Ia.; .her. br.Qtli~ .Dua.ne . ; ,1 
and· ·his w~. ~;K#-~~·~· of 
Underwood, ... , Ia., ~si~es . 
nieces, nephews, o'ther rela- . . ~ 
tive$ and many neighbors·and . 
friends. . · . . 

Pallbeare.rs were .Larry 
Ehlers;. ··Melvi~ Bl~mer t Law-· 
renee Dittmer, Jerome Mes­
serschmidtf Wilbert Sick and 
Larry Long. 

CECIL H~ BLUM 1 
Cecil H. Blum, 59 of ..: 1 

Walnut. Iowa passed away at 
his home i1;1 Walnut on 
Wednesday, Sept. 24, 1986. 

Funeral services were held 
Saturday, . Sept. 27, 1986 at 
10:30 a.m. at St. Patrick's 
ChUI'Ch in Walnut with 
Fathe~ Paul Monahan offic­
iating. Burial . was in St. 
Patrick's Cemetery at Walput 
with Military Graveside 
Services .by the Walnut 
American Legion Post No. 
422 a·nd the Walnut Amvets 
Post No. 45. 

Cecil, the son .of Joseph 
and Mayme ·-Kobold . Blum, 
was born at Earling, Iowa on 
July 12, 1927. . . 

He attended .school at 
Earling and Haflan. In 1945 
he entered the Army. After 
his military ser.vice he 
returned to the Harlan area. 

He was united in marriage 
I 
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was . pr~yided by . the Alff criminal code h_1 1976. 
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&ervice as guests enjoyed the While attorney general, 
cookie walk. . Turner drove a confiscated 

Door prjzes of boxes of Cadillac and tried to give it 
cookies were drawn, for lucky back when ordered to 
. . 
wmners. 

The club held . election of 
officers following the tea. 

The·club will meet Oct. 22 
at the Shelby bank room with 
Esther Bargenquast hostess 
and Martha Peterson co­
hostess. 

Women's Roles 

Workshop-Offered 
On Oct. 11th 

A workshop dealing wit h 
women's roles in today's 
society will be offered 
Satu·rday, Oct. 11 from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Iowa 
Western Community Col­
lege's Continuing Education 
Center in Council Bluffs. · 

I 
"The Me I Want To Be" 

workshop will emphasize the 
role of women in today's 
society. Participants will 
discuss historical roles of 
women and awareness and 
image making for women. 

The moderators for the 
seminar include Barbara 
Paulding, M.S., and Phyllis 
Adams, both of Dubuque, 
Iowa. Paulding is executive 
director for Phone-A-Friend 
and Adams is an information 
referral specialist and chair-

continue making payments on 
it. 

After being appointed U.S. 
attorney for Iowa by 
President Reagan in 1981, 
Turner avoided the spot light. 

"I'm not a free agent as I 
was as attorney · gener~l," 
Turner said sh-ortly after his 
appointment. "I'm going to 
quit all the business of 
talking to the media - it just 
got me in trouble.'' . . 

Turner, who was still u.s. 
attorney at the time of his 
death, remained in the public 
eye although his assistants 
himdled many of the public · 
announcements maQe by the 
office in recent .years. He 

. handled the 1982. prosecution 
of stockbroker -Gary ~wellyn 
for allegedly looting two Iowa 
banks of $16 · million to 
finance · a fraudulent stock 
scheme. 

Turner was born in Avoca 
and received undergraduate 
and law degrees from the 
University of Iowa. 

He practiced law with his 
father and served as Avoca 
town clerk from 1953 to 1960 
and as an assistant Potta­
wattamie County attorney 
from 1954 to 1956. 

He served in the Iowa 
Senate from 1960 to 1964. 

friends.· · . 
Pallbearers. · were Larry m 

. Ehlers, Melvi~ Blumer, Law-· 
renee Dittmer, Jerome Mes­
serschmidt/ Wilbert SiCk and. . . . 
Larry Long. 

B 
c 
T 

CECIL H. BLUM b: 
Cecil ·H. Blum, 59 of .: b: 

Walnut, Iowa passed away at 
his home i~ W ~.ln~t on h· 
Wednesday, Sept. 24, 1986. J . 

Funeral services were held 
-saturday, Sept. 27, 1986 at 
10:30 a.m. at St. Patrick's 
Church in Walnut. . w-ith 
Father Paul Monahan offic­
iating. Burial was in St. 
Patrick's Cemetery at Walput 
with Military Graveside 
Services .by the Walnut . 
American Legion Post No. 
422 and the Walnut Amvets 
Post No. 45. 

Cecil, ·the son of Joseph 
and Mayme Kobold · Blum, 
was born at Earling, Iowa on 
July 12, 1927. 

He attended school 'at 
Earling and. Harlan. In 1945 
he entered the Army. After 
his military service he 
returned to the Harlan area. . 

I;Ie was united in marriage 
to Theres~ Schulte on Aug. 

- 24, 1950 at the St . Joseph's 
Catholic Church in Earling, 
Iowa. 

They spent most of their 
married life· farming south of 
Walnut until 1967 when they 
moved into Walnut. 

After moving, he was 
District Representative for 
Squealer Feeds; was an agent 
for the Combined Insurance 
Company; and was . a car 
salesman for Valley Moto.rs in 
Atlantic until going into 
hneinoao in llTol""'+ n:.rl-.n. .. ~ \..-. 
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retirement in 1951. Bertha and Robert had four children, 
Georg~ Richard- born No v. 22, 1924-, now residing at the 
Count!y Care Center at Harlan, lA, Dorothy Ann- born Jan. 
18, 1!la, married John T. Mathers and they are living in 
Boulder. CO, and are the parents of four children, Keith, 
Ann, Carol, and Ellen; Robert Hart- born Feb. 18, 1930, 
married Mary Hill and are living in Des Moines, lA, and 
have !f'l ree children, linda, Barbara, and Robert Ill; William 
Franl< born Dec. 1 , 1931. 

Rol crt was active in tile Legion, Masonic Lodge, Boy 
Seoul · .. Presbyterian Church and various other community 
orgar.. ~a tions. He died of leukemia on June 29, 1963, and 
Berth;; passed away No'tl. 23, 1971 of a healt condition. 

WILLIAM FRANK TRUE 
Wil tam Frank True. born Dec. 1, 1931 , on his 

GranC>.larents True's Golden Wedding anniversary, was 
named for his two grandfathers, William Thies and Frank 
True. Bill graduated from Avoca High School in 1949, 
spent two years at Iowa State College and then returned to 
the horne farm when his brother, Bob, was drafted into the 
Army m 1951 . Bill farmed until he was drafted into the U.S. 
Army ,, May 1954, serving most of his time stationed just 
south t>f Orleans, France. 

Bill Bill /I, Donna, Pam, Joyce, Tim, and Terry True 

Bill returned to the fann in 1956. He has been active in 
the Presbyterian Church, Community Club, American 
Legion, past master of the Masonic Lodge, Ml Nebo#297. 
He was involved in the Boy Scouts for many years, 
receiving Scouting's hi9hest award for a volunteer, the 
Silver Beaver in 1972. He was also named Avoca's Man of 
the Year in 1968. 

On Jan. 7, 1972, Bil married Joyce Barker Pieken, 
daughter of Bill and Neoma Barker, a widow with three 
children, Terry Kenneth born Oct. 22, 1954; Pamela Ann, 
born Oct. 9, 1956; and Timothy Eugene, born July 24, 
1958; and together they had two children, William Frank II, 
born Dec. 24, 1972, and Donna Marie, born Oct. 28, 197 4. 
Terry and Tim and their families live in Avoca. Pam, her 
husand, and family live in Yuba City, CA. Bill II is presently 
a sophomore at the University of Northern Iowa, and 
Donna is a senior at the AvoHa, Shelby-Tennant High 
Schocol. The True's are still actively engaged in farming, but 
after forty-some odd years of farming the home place, they 
are beginning to look forward to the time when they can 
retire 

ARTHUR TURK 
Arthur was one of nine sons born to August and Bertha 

Tradel Turk. He was born Oct. 11, 1896, and died April3, 
1974. He married Agnes Best, daughter of Ernest Best and 
Laura Davis Best, on Aug. 20,191 8. AgneswasbornAug. 
20, 1900, and died May 4, 1976. They had four children. 
Audrey was born Jan. 12, 1924, and married Wm. J. (Bill) 
Zimmerman on Oct. 14, 1967. They have no children. They 
ran Zimmerman Oil Co. in Avoca, retiring Dec. 31 , 1989. 
Audrey as a legal secretary in Leavenworth, KS, for many 
years. 

Lavonne was born Feb. 24, 1927, and married Emmert 
HansenAug. 24, 1947. Theyhavesevenchildren. Emmert 
was a veterinarian in Salem and Sioux Falls, SO. They are 
retired. 

Mary Ann was born March 31 , 1929, and married Wilmer 
Graybill, born Dec. 27, 1928, and June 18, 1950. They 
have four children. Wilmer was a Chemical Engineer with 
PPG Industries, retiring June 30, 1992. They now live in 
Lake Charles, lA. 

Melvin was born June 8, 1934, and married Evelyn 
Andersen, born Feb. 13, 1938, on Sept. 4, 1960. They 
have three children. Melvin was a pharmaceutical salesman 
and is now selling wholesale lumber for Frank Paxton 
Lumber Co. They live in Johnston, lA. Arthur farmed for 
many years, worked for Fullerton Lumber in Oakland and 
for the Highway Commission, retiring in 1965. 

Submitted by Audrey Zimmerman. 
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TURNER 
Francis A. Turner (1856-1935), came to the Oakland 

area as a one year old baby in a covered wagon when his 
parents homesteaded there in 1857. He taught school and 
was superintendent of schools in Harlan, where he read 
the law in the Cullison law firm. He passed the Bar and 
moved to Avoca in 1887, where he opened a law office. He 
married Rose Woodward (1863-1931 ), a teacher in Avoca, 
whose father, J.B. Woodward, was a pioneer in Monona 
County. Rose and Francis had four children: Joe, Frances, 
Robert and Howard. 

Howard, Robert, Frances, and Joe Turner 

Joe was a veteran of World War I. He graduated from the 
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University of Iowa and studied law at Georgetown University 
in Washington, D.C., while working on the Capitol police 
force in D.C. There, he met Elizabeth Clark from Chester, 
Pennsylvania, who was working for the Army Air Corps. 
They married in 1923 and moved to Avoca where Joe went 
into law practice with his father. He was very active in 
Republican politics and civic affairs. He was mayor of 
Avoca for 16 years and was a member of various legal , 
service and civic organizations. He was a member of the 
American Legion, Masons and Rotary. 

Joe, Betty, David, Barb, and Richard Turner, 1930's . 

• l 

Richard, Barbara, and David Turner 
looking east where the old brickyard used to be. 

Joe was instrumental in the development of Edgington 
Park and swimming pool. He died in February, 1961, at age 
64. 

Betty was a homemaker until she was appoint.. ! deputy 
clerk of court after Joe's death. She was ach\ ~ P.E.O. 
and loved to play bridge. She died March 1, - S(- ; 

Richard was a World War II veteran in th<> ·'-rmy Air 
Corps serving in Guam. He graduated from the 1 '·"iversity 
of Iowa and Iowa Law School. 

He married Charlotte Forsen, a Council Bluff•. :eacher 
and had three children: Joe, Amy and Mark. The• -~ are tw~ 
grandchildren. 

Richard's record of public service is a long one, 1 ~ginning 
as City Clerk of Avoca, Assistant Pottawattam l' County 
Attorney, State Senator, Attorney General Iron 1967 to 
1979 and was U.S. Attorney for the Southern ·,istrict of 
Iowa from 1981 until his death in 1986. 

During his tenure as Attorney General for thE- State ot 
Iowa, Richard originated the Office of Consumer P·otection, 
which has returned millions of dollars to Iowans. 'his office 
was so highly regarded nationally that it served a ' a modeD 
for many states. He also instituted a system of Area 
Prosecutors to assist County Attorneys with criminal! 
prosecution, and established an Anti-Trust Oivi~ 1on. 
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David is a World War II veteran and atte•1ded the 
University of Iowa. 

Richard Turner, Attorney General 

He married Gretchen Andersen of Harlan and ho.: a son 
Jeff, (19491984). Gretchen died of cancer at age '3. tie 
later married Midge Rosean of Harlan and they h;:;:• thTree 
children: Susan, Terry and Dan (deceased). ThE'i· hlave 
eight grandchildren. Dave retired in 1982 as S \Uice 
President of American Investment Co. They live in [ ' •IIIWin, 
Missouri, a suburb of St. Louis. 

Barbara is a graduate of the University o f Iowa a. ·d lhas 

t 
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been a ri rst grade teacher for 36 years. She remained 
single. 

Fram;P.s was a graduate of University of Iowa and 
became- a teacher. She married Colonel Ernest Lawson, 
who wa~: kil3ed during WW II. He was a pilot and was shot 
down over Germany. They had no children 

Howard g raduated from West Point Military Academy. 
He was .J pi bot and commancfing General during World War 
11 and '. 3s a member of the Korean Truce Team in the 
1950's Ye r etired from the Air Force as a Major General. 
He ser •ed under General Douglas McArthur in the 
Phillipir:es and was a close friend of General Jimmy 
Doolittle. He was married to Alice Garwood and they had 
no children. 

RobM Turner (1900-1947), married Meta Wunder(1900· 
1952), a1so an Avoca native. Robert worked for International 
Harvesit)r Company in Salt Lake City, Utah, and upon 
retirement, moved to New Braunfels, Texas. They are 
survived by sons, Jack and Robert. 

VANBECK 
By Todd W . Van Beck 
INTRODUCTION 
Whetner you refer to the homeland of the Dutch people 

by its of!icia l name, the Netherlands, or call it Holland, the 
name explains the nation's cfestiny. Holland means "hollow 
land," or "marsh land.* The word first appeared in 1054 to 
designate a west-coast area ruled by the "water-counts," 
so called because they governed territory made up of 
dunes afld marshes. 

Today, t he term, "Holland," refers properly to two 
provinc.es on the western coast of the Netherlands, but the 
name is used informally - by the Dutch people themselves 
-for the country as a whole. The people of the Netherlands 
may also be correctly referred to as Hollanders or Dutchmen. 
"NetheJ'and* means "lowlands," and because of its very 
low lanrl, the Dutch have for centuries taken the offensive 
in the battle against the sea . There is a saying that "God 
made the world, but the Dutch made Holland." It is a place 
where marty American families, particularly in the states of 
New York, Michigan, and Iowa link their origins. The Van 
Beck famiLy history is an example of this movement to 
America that so many families can share. 

Mississippi to Keokuk, Iowa. Upon arrival in Keokuk, he 
entered immediately into the livery and sales stable, as 
well as hardware and farm implements. As will soon be 
learned, his son and grandson followed in the same career 
paths. 

In 1859, Cornelius went back to Holland, but returned to 
America in 1861, once again by himself. From 1855 to 
187 4, he was a partner in the hardware company known as 
Vanderbeek, McKee and Simpson in Keokuk. In 1872, 
Cornelius made his last trip to Holland to bring over his five 
children, one grandson and a granddaughter. On the trip 
over, the granddaughter, Sarah, died and was buried at 
sea. 

Cornelius Vanderbeek died in 187 4 and upon his death, 
his widow and children moved to Nauvoo in Hancock 
County, Illinois, where the family farmed until1886. Henrietta 
was an active member of the Olive Rebekah Lodge #32 in 
Hancock. She died on herValleyTownshipfarm on February 
23, 1895, and was buried in Oakhill Cemetery in Hancock. 

HENRY ARNOLD VAN BECK 
The Second American Generation. 

Van Beck homestead 

In the fall of 1886, the Vanderbeeks, now known as the 
CORNELIUS VANDERBEEK Van Beeks, including Henrietta, Anna, Henry, and a 

The First American Generation. grandson, Ton a, moved along with 27 other Dutch families 
{The name was later changed to Van Beek, and then to from Illinois to Valley Township, located near Hancock and 

Van Beck) Avoca, Iowa. Here they purchased two tracks of farmland 
Cornelius Vanderbeek was the first ancestor of the (oneof 160acres,andthe other,an80-acre track,southeast 

family to immigrate to America. He was born in 1820 in the of Avoca). 
province o f Gelderland in the Netherlands, where he The towns of Hancock and Avoca were bustling railroad 
eventually engaged in farming. He married Henrietta Van communities in 1886. Hancock had only been founded five 
Valkenburg, who was bom near Eda in Gelder1and on years earlier in 1880, and was named after Frederick H. 
November 24, 1824. The two had five children: Katrina Hancock who laid out the town, operated the first grain 
(who was killed in the San Francisco Earthquake in 1906), business, and was a railroad executive on the Rock Island 
Anna, Daatje, Henry, and Johannes. In 1855, at the age of line. Avoca, the larger community, was on the main line of 
35, he sail'ed alone for the United States, leaving his wife the Rock Island between Des Moines and Council Bluffs. 
and children behind. Hancock was also served by the railroad with a train that 

His sailiing route took him from Amsterdam to New ran between Avoca and Carson, known as the "Puddle 
Orleans, a nd from there he took a steamboat up the Jumper." 
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