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By Craig T. Neises 
News Editor 

· Vince Steffen had just returned 
· home from church on Sunday when .. 
he suffered the apparent heart attack 
which took his life .. Betty Steffen, 
Vince's wife, says that seemed ap-
p~opriate. \ . · · 

. "That'sJwhat makes this so easy 
to take," she said. "I know he's in 
Heaven.~.: 

Mark Steffen, the oldest of Vince 
and Betty's two sons, said that .the 
family's strong faith has eased the 
pain from the unexpected death of 
their 66-year-old father and hus­
band. 

"It happened right when he came 
home froql church, and that pretty · 
much. says it all," said Mark, who 
will now be taking over operation of 
his father's businesses. "Two of his 
sisters are nuns, and he has a 
brother who is a missionary priest in 
New Guinea, so their whole family 
is very strong Catholic. That, of 
course, has been a great comfort to 
us, ~!'d we share in that ·faith as ~~· VInce St~en, pictured here during his 66th birthday celei 
well. . . . . past.April, died on Sunday of an apparent heart attack. The 
. Lo<?kmg back on has hfe, famal,Y l~gislator, inventor, businessman and family man was mourrae 
and fnends can be proud of Steffen s after a death which was described as a great shock by family 
many accomplishments. Serving as a · · · 
democratic member of the Iowa 

· House from 1963:-69, he spent two· 
years as Speaker of the House. 

He ·was also an inventor with 
more than a dozen patents .in his 
name, and one currently awaitil;lg 
approval from the U.S. Patent Office. 
He also started and operate~ two 
businesses~ both ag related, which 
he piloted through thefarm crisis of 
the 1980s. 

Mark said he hopes people re­
member him for the work he did in 
trying to improve people's lives 
through his inventions. 

"I thinks it's really hnportant for 
the people·in the community to rec­
ognize as . best they can where he 
was headed with the care of grain 
and why that was so hnportant," 
Mark said. "Basically, what it boiled 

down to was, he was trying to im­
prove the quality of grain. Which 
has the two major benefits, of.course, 
to feed more people, because every-·· 
one is so dependent on grain, and · 
also to improve the lives of farmers. 

"So those were his two goals/' 
Mark continued. "To improve grain 
and·improve the life of the farmer. 
And if people remember that about 
him, that's what he would .want 
people to remember." 

Those efforts were made through 
operation . of his businesses and his 

· inventions .. Iri 1953, he ·opened · 
Harvestall, and in 1972 he opened 
Pallet Industries. Among his.patents 
include the "binoscope," which was 
a system of piping to prevent suffo­
cation accidents in grain bins, and 
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, businesses and his couple of examples really illustrate 
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. ( 972 he opened · "Number 1, he always treated me· 

. 'h •• iong his~patents ·as an adult," Mark continued, ex­
oscope," which was plaining that at. the age o~ 4, Vince 
ng to prevent. suffo- . started taking him along on business · 
· in grain bins, and trips and .let ·him .sit inon business 

meetings. The other example is "' 
when Mark was given the freedom 
to choose another path· away from 
the family business when he left for 
college. · . . 

. "It was just an unbelie.vjible fa~ · 
· ther-son relationship, unHke any 

I've ever ~een," Mark said. "That 
was very' tremendous."· ' ' 
· ··· . Steffen also left his mark on the · 
Iowa Legislature. Bob Rigler, who 

.. .was in the Iowa Senate at that time, 
·~ remembered. Steffen as being a goosi 

politician .. 
•. 1'He was an honorabte, ·dedicated 

· public servant," Rigler. said .. "One of 
a vanishing breed." Rigler also e?C­
plained that even though he'd been 
in the House ju~t tWo years, then-· 
Governor Harold Hughes "insisted'~.; 

. that Vince be House Spe<iker. In . ··• 

"That's ·what 
·makes this so easy .. 
to take .. .I . know 
he's in Heaven."· 

, . I . 

-- Be~ty Steffen 

1968, ·steflen made an' unsuccessful 
run at· the. Li~utenant Governor's 
spot. . . . 
. Mike Kennedy, who followed 

Steffen: into office, said those were 
II tty ti' • t" d . pre .ac v1s . ays. 

"Vincehadavery important posi-
. Uon at a . very interes'ting time," .. ' · 
. Kennedy said. Among Steffen's ac-
. complishme,nts in .the House were 
. bills on alcoholic treatment facilities, . 
prohibitiQn of strikebreakers and 
abolishn'\ent of c,apital punishment 
in Iowa. He also wrote the first hel.: 
met requirement bill for motorcy-
clists. · · 
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Vi.ncent Steffen 

Vin~ent B. ·Steffen, 66, New 
Bampton, died suddenly Sunday 
.inomingof an apparent heart attack. . 

. ·Funeral.·mass will be 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 13 at St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church with Father Carl 

·Schmitt officiating. . . 
Vincent was born April 29;. 1928 

·at Dunkerton,· the son of Joseph and 
Matilda Steffen. He was educated in 
·the rural· schools of Black Hawk· 
County · and graduated· . from 
Dunkerton High School. He served 
two years with the Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

·Harvestall ·Industries , 
Industries, both of· New Hampton, a · 
member of the 3rd and 4th Degree 
Knights of Columbus, the American 

~ch·. Legion and S~ .. Joseph's ChurCh. He 
held numerous. United States and 

to ·foreign patents pertaining· to grain · 

~~·. bin technology and materials han:-
. AH~n technology ... :.·a ~'6 

Survivors include his wife, Betty; 
an .. two sons, Mark, ·Cedar Falls and 
1d. • P~ter, New Ha~pt~n; tWo sisters; 
n, . S•ster Mary Samuel Steffen, O.S.F. 

~ic 

te 
o; 
s. 
p~-

t 
L 
ie 

tl. 

n 

and Sister .Mary Justina .Ste.ffen 
O.S.F.; seven br9thers, Richard anc 
Alfred, Dunkerton, Norbert Steffen~ 
New Hampton, Father Arnpl<:l ·. 
Steffen S.V.D., Sylvester (Pat) Steffen,· 
New Hampton, Cletus Steffen .. 
Dunkerton and Ralph Steffen, Pad . · · 
Ridge, IL. ~ .· ... . , 

. ·Visitation will be after 3 p.m . 
Tuesday at Larlqn-Martin Funeral 
Home with a rosary at 4 p.m~,.parist 

·scripture at 7:30p.m. and Knights 01 

Co~un;bus rosary at 8 p.m.---.,~----'-·-- ·--. 
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Vincent B. Steffen- Overview- Ancestry.com Page 1 of1 

Hi, tl_glp_ To-Dos Quick Links 

Home Collaborate learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Md to Quick Unks 

Vincent B. Steffen 
Birth 29 APR 1928 in Dunkerton~ Iowa 

Death ltl JUl1994 in New Hampton, Iowa 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

1928 
29 Apr 

No corntnents have been added yet 

Contact Us: !-BOO-ANCESTRY Ancestry.<XJm Blog 

Corporate Information 

2_ so_wrce cltQtiQO~ 

Affiliates Advertising 

PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com/tree/461290/person/-2080185771 ?ssrc= 

Parents 

~J!h Nit;~OO!$-~!J 
1890- 19"16 

~~l:bll!!!! ,t\. ~j};lf 
1892- 1958 

Information 

qu~icrJtw: 
5 provide evidence for Name, Birth, Death, 
Marriage, Custom Event 

Web Links 

Tllere are no web/inks available for this person. 

Ancestry .com 

8/1/2010 
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Individual Record Page 1 of1 

Individual Record FamilySearch™ U.S. Social Security Death Index 

Se~LQb_13_e~ults 

Select record to download - Maximum: 50 

rDVincent STEFFEN 
Birth Date: 29 Apr 1928 
Death Date: 10 Ju11994 
Social Security Number: 485-38-827 4 
State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: Iowa 

Death Residence Localities 
ZIP Code: 
Localities: 

This data is only accurate as of 1 Jul2010. 

50659 
Boyd, Chickasaw, Iowa 
Jerico, Chickasaw, Iowa 
New Hampton, Chickasaw, Iowa 
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