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B Vinco Steffon, pictured here during his 66th birthday _celebration this
rast April, died on Sunday of an apparent heart attack. The three-term
egislator, inventor, businessman an family man was mourned this week.
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Inventor, politician, businessman and fa.

By Craig T. Neises
News Editor
Vince Steffen had just returned

“home from church on Sunday when

he suffered the apparent heart attack
which took his life. Betty Steffen,
Vince’s wife, says that seemed ap-
pr“opriate.ss o

“That’s’what makes this so easy
to take,” she said. “I know he’s in
Heaven.”

Mark Steffen, the oldest of Vince
and Betty’s two sons, said that the
family’s strong faith has eased the
pain from the unexpected death of
their 66-year-old father and hus-
band. . '

“It happened right when he came
home from church, and that pretty
much says it all,” said Mark, who
will now be taking over operation of
his father’s businesses. “Two of his
sisters are nuns, and he has a
brother who is a missionary priest in
New Guinea, so their whole family
is very strong Catholic. That, of
course, has been a great comfort to
us, and we share in that faith as
well.”

Looking back on his life, family
and friends can be proud of Steffen’s
many accomplishments. Serving as a
democratic’ member of the lowa

House from 1963-69, he spent two"

years as Speaker of the House.

He -was also an inventor with
more than a dozen patents in his
name, and one currently awaiting
approval from the U.S. Patent Office.
He also started and operated two
businesses, both ag related, which

he piloted through the farm crisis of

the 1980s.

Mark said he hopes people re-
member him for the work he did in
trying to improve people’s lives
through his inventions.

“I thinks it’s really important for
the people in the community to rec-
ognize as best they can where he
was headed with the care of grain
and why that was so important,”
Mark said. “Basically, what it boiled

Vince Steffen, picturéd' here during his 66th bmhdax cele:
ast April, died on Sunday of an apparent heart attack.
regisla or, inventor, businessman and family man was mourne

The

aftor a death which was described as a great shock ‘by family

down to was, he was trying to im-
prove the quality of grain. Which
has the two major benefits, of course,

to feed more people, because every--

one is so dependent on grain, and
also to improve the lives of farmers.

“So those were his two goals,”
Mark continued. “To improve grain
and improve the life of the farmer.
And if people remember that about
him, that’s what he would want
people to remember.”

Those efforts were made through
operation of his businesses and his

inventions. In 1953, he -opened "

Harvestall, and in 1972 he opened
Pallet Industries. Among his patents
include the “binoscope,” which was
a system of piping to prevent suffo-
cation accidents in grain bins, and

the technique ki
“chillcuring,” which ren
ture from grain without

Two of Vince's othe:

" these with Betty, were M

youngest son, Peter, w!
gained national recogniti
testant on “Jeopardy!” M
will remember his fathe
very good Dad.

“As any son would
probably the greatest [
ever had,” Mark said.
couple of examples reall
that. -

“Number 1, he always
as an adult,” Mark con:
plaining that at the age .
started taking him along «

trips and let him sit in ¢

Source: lowa Territorial-and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff,at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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=membered

Jsmessman and famlly man mourned

' meetmgs The other example is

when Mark was given the freedom

“to choose another path' away from

the family business when he left for

college. ,
“It was )ust an unbeliev rble fa-

- ther-son 'relationship, unlike any

- I've ever séen,” Mark said. “That

‘ was very tremendous.” Lo
Steffen also, left his mark on the =

Iowa Legislature. Bob Rigler, who

~was in the Iowa Senate at that time, - "
_remembered Steffen as beinga good -

polmcnan : .
.”He was an honorable, dedicated -
 public servant,” Rtgler said. “One of

~ a vanishing breed.” Rigler also ex-

plamed that even though he’d been
in the House just two years, then- -

* Governor Harold Hughes “insisted” . -
. that Vmce ‘be House Spedker In- -

| ",,"T\hat.’s »"=what
‘makes this so easy

to take..I knowlf
,-he S 1n Heaven

1, pictured here durlng hls 66th birthday celebration this
LOn ‘Sunday of an apparent heart attack. The three-term -
itor, businessman an family man was mourned this week.

1ich was descnbed asa great shock by farmly members ‘ “ _ T
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techniq'ue. '
“chillcuring,” which removes mois-

] ~ ture from grain without using heat.
‘ople, because every- -
ndent on grain, and

“Two of Vince’s other creations,

these with Betty, were Mark and his
“youngest son, Peter, who recently

gained national recognition as a con-

‘testant on- “Jeopardy!” Mark said he - :
“will remember his father as belng a
‘very. good Dad.

“As any son would say, he was

probably the greatest Dad anyone
I think a-

ever had,” Mark said.
couple of examples really ||lustrate
that. '

"“Number 1, he always treated me’
~as. an adult,”
‘plaining that at the age of 4, Vince
started taking him along on business
'trlps and let him Slt in on busmess

Mark ‘continued, ex-

known - as

o Betty Steﬂ'en-

v1968 Steffen made an unsuccessfull

spot. . -
Mike Kennedy, who followed
Steffen:into office, said those were .

- “pretty activist” days.

- “Vince had a very 1mportant posn-

,,tlon at a very interesting time,” - -
- Kennedy said. Among Steffen’s ac-
‘complishments in the House were L
“bills on alcoholic treatment facilities, . - -

prohxbnt__tqn, of strikebreakers and .
abolishment of capital punishment
in Iowa. He also wrote the first hel-

met’ requxrement bl" for motorcy- '
;,chsts

lowa Territorial and State L#I!)rs Collectlon comp|led bylalunteci staff at the State Hlst*allomety of Iowa lerary D
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Vincent Steffen

' Vincent B. Steffen, 66, New
- Hampton, died suddenly Sunday.
- morning of an apparent heart attack.
'Funeral ‘'mass will be 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, July 13 at St. Joseph's
‘Catholic. Church with Father Cari
Schmitt ofﬁaatmg

1 at Dunkerton, the son of Joseph and
- Matilda Steffen. He was educated in

County  and graduated  from

two years with. the Army Corps of
Engineers. |

Vincent was born April 29,1928

‘the. rural schools of Black Hawk

Dunkerton High School. He served

ERA
. " o

_Vincent Steffen

¥
20X S
e

-
SO

. oy

- ————Hewas founderand presidertt of
-‘ Harvestall Industries and Pallet
“Industries, both of New Hampton, a

member of the 3rd and 4th Degree

5 Knights of Columbus, the American

'.Ct}; ~ held numerous United States and
on forexgn patents pertaining to grain
he - bin technology and matenals han-
_q dling technology.

an Survivors mclude his wxfe, Betty;

_two sons, Mark, ‘Cedar Falls and
ad _P eter, New Hampton, two sisters,

Legion and St. Joseph’s Church. He

and Sister Mary Justina Steffen
O.S.F.; seven brothers, Richard anc¢

Alfred, Dunkerton, Norbert Steffen,

New Hampton, Father Arnolg -
Steffen S.V.D., Sylvester (Pat) Steffen, . -

New Hampton, Cletus Steffen,

Dunkerton and Ralph Steffen Park |

Ridge, IL
Vlsltatron w;ll be after 3 p-m.
Tuesday at Larkin-Martin Funeral

Home with a rosary at 4 p.m., parist

»scrxptureat7.30pm and nghts o
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; HTM & BKM View Family Tree  OQwner: HaroldMeier39 Home Person ‘ find a person in this tree é

o e Save this person to your tree
Vincent B. Steffen )
Comment on this
Birth 29 APR 1928 in Dunkerton, Iowa
Death 10 JUL 1994 in New Hampton, lTowa

. Show immediate family ~ More options

Qverview  Facts and Sources  Media Gallery Comments  Member Connect

Media Gallery Family Members i
No photos, stories, audio or video have been added yet. ; Parents i
Timeling { View details ) 3 Joseph Nicholas Steffen
bl | 1890 - 1976
1928 Birth 2 source citations :
2gApr  Dunkerton, Iowa | Mathilda A. Meier
R S | 1892 - 1958
1966 Marriage to Living Rattay 1 source citation
26 Nov .| Show siblings
Age: 38
- e S | Spouse & Children
Marriage fact 1 itati
1994 e 1 source citation o
10 Jul | Living Rattay
Age: 65 |
Death itati
1994 athn 2 source citations i
1 Jul New Hampton, fowa Lo Living Steffen
Age: 66
marriageEnd !
Death of one spouse { Living Steffen
Comments
No comments have been added yet. -
Add a comment | Fomily group sheet
Source Information !
view details |
meier.ftw
5 citations provide evidence for Name, Birth, Death,

Marriage, Custom Event

Social Security Death Index
E 3 citations provide evidence for Name,
L___i Birth, Death

Web Links

There are no weblinks available for this person.
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Ind iVid ual Reco rd ' FamilySearch™ U.S. Social Security Death Index

Search Results

Select record to download - Maximum: 50

[IVincent STEFFEN

Birth Date: 29 Apr 1928
Death Date: 10 Jul 1994
Social Security Number: 485-38-8274

State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: lowa

Death Residence Localities
ZIP Code: 50659
Localities: Boyd, Chickasaw, lowa
Jerico, Chickasaw, lowa
New Hampton, Chickasaw, lowa
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This data is only accurate as of 1 Jul 2010.
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