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itl 
l! a\rakenetl numy 
f. cold nnd we h!t\'6 I~OM back to 
1- our tll•!.s to tlnd •>nt how the weather 
1; tumbled to t:f'ro in the years past, and 
s we can show the record. of Lbe coldest 
, day from 18t~ to the present time. In 
r C' . of ct.mrse, the d<;:grees gi von 
e m _ .Jtended for below zero. 
• rear. .liunth {!l!d dale. De(JrC•'<!. 

HH4 ............. Ja!lll&l'Y ! ............... :W 
1HH5 ....• January :.w.. .......... Ill 
lstltl ............ Felmmry 7 ............ 21 
'.HI\7 .............. January 4............... 20 
l!'tltl ... F,,lmmry 24 ............ 24 
1Ht\i! .... ])c•cemlwr 20........... 21 
!RiO .Fel>ruary 20 ............ 15 
1H71 ..... December ~7 .......... lH 
1H72 ..... Deceml>er 24 .......... 80 
lH?:l ...... January 2S............. 2K 
1H7-! ............... lanu~ry lfi....... . .. .. 18 
1 Hlii ............. November 29... .. .. . .. 14 
1H7fl ............. Deeemher 9..... .... .. .. 20 
lHI7 ............. .Tanu;l.ry 11 ............ 24 
1H7H ............. Dt:cemller 24 ........... 1:1 
JH71l .... Ji!.Ullitry 2-:l. .. 24 
lHHO .............. l:muary 2\l ............ 20 
lHHl ........... January 14 ............. 24 
1SH2 ............ lJeC<'llllH'r 7.. .. . . .. .... :W 
!Hl<:J .. . .. .. ..... lanuary 22 . .. .. 2!1 
l:'!S4 ............. fanuary 5...... a2 

The storm of January l, 18ti4, was 
one of the most awful that haR raged 

·in this spction sinco 185G-7. It, was the 
perfection of all Umt is contained in 
the name of blizzard, and proved very 
destructive to stock. We look it in on 
a picket post, down in Arkansas, and 

1 we have a vivhl rem<>m br:mce that the 
day there w<l:l one of terrible suffering. 
There wasn't much coutltersign non­
~<·nse on that tour of duty by ;my of 
the boys. So far as the present ,January 
is concerned, from the 2d to thE lOth, 
a from n to 32 below has been 
m~ :From lllh to the 14th. there 
has ueen habitable weather. with some 
tha·.ving:. 

CrTIE:> \VAn.::~rr:n TIL\::-< ;cnE Cocx­
THY.--Those who happen to live at a 
little distancf• from the heart of tlle 
city mnst frequently have noticed a 
lack of accord between r·~"'lings of 
their own st<.nda.rd thermometers and 
tile published obsenations of the sig­
nal service observers of tlwir locality. 
The reason of tlw discord is plain, viz., 
the perturbing action of the beat 
whid1 the ciLy emitR; and, however 
tratifying it may be to the outsider to 
1nd himself :mperior to the govern­
llent observers. it is very little credit 
:otlie weather lmreau tllat·this partic­
.Jlar source of error wa.'l not long since 
·ecognized and a H>i<led. The remarks 
Jf Professor Whitney on this subject, 
ts applied to obs.::rvations nude at Lon­
lon. are pertinent and conYincing. He 
ays: "Jt is a Wt"ll known fact that 
·itips are COltfiiderahly '.varmer than 
he morn tlnnly inilahite•l '(;onntry 
>thPr->Ni!:!r, under similar climatic r0n­
'.itions. t'tati:->tics provP tllis to Le 

thl'lP could be no dol!bt that 

J::'nm; 1'1w ..ll!•rnl.d E~tt<:l, J1HMhll1/ 1!1!11. 
MlCAJ.Alf '1'. WrL.tl.~:iJ!S. 

DEATH OF 'l.'IUS OLD ANl> HONOI~ED 
CITIZl~N-A. LONG .ANI> PAINFUL 

AFFLWTlON ENDED IN THEH.li:ST OF 
DEATH:. 

With great sorrow we have to an­
nounce thu death of Hon. M. 'r. '\Yil­
liams, which occurred at his home in 
this city at 2:20 this morning. As 
has been well known Mr. Williams 
has beer: ,t sufferer from kidney trou­
ble for several years p<cst, but his in­
domital>le will, p<ttient and unceasing 
courage carried him through many 
very low stages, when his physicians 
had given up hope for recovery. About 
two weeks ago he was taken again. This 
time the diseao;e complicated the lungs, 
and from the outset grave apprehen­
sions were held that the end was near­
ing of a career that hl\S grandly hon­
ored manhood, and Iowa citize11:Jhip. 
.At the hour nameu he passed peace­
fully over to the rest mul the ::~bade of 
the other shore. 

. The history of Mahaska county anu 
of iowa lmve the impress of the work 
of this noble and worthy man who has 
laid aside the cares of life, and entered 
into the joys and the rest that await 
the just. He ·was born in Ohio, May 
2H, 18~'0, and was therefore in his 6-tth 
year. In his early boyhood he emigra­
ted with his parents to 1 ndi<ma, set­
tling near Terre Haute. Until the age 
of lfi he had tile ad vanta?es of a com­
mon schoG1 education, and afterwards 
bad the greater ad vantage of t\vo years 
at Wabash College, Crawfordsville­
then one of the strong colleges of the 
west, and from the halls of which 
many eminent me!l have been sent, 
strong in intellectual training, will 
prove in many fields of usetulness. 
Leaving college Mr. Williams engaged 
in civil engineering. At that time the 
great fever of internal im1,rovement 
by canals lwld the middle states, and 
.Mr. V/illiams worked until the same 
was suspended. At the age of 18 years 
ll'~ returned to Ohio, and studied law 
with lion. 0. ~1. ::3peneer, afterwards 
graduating from the Ohio Law ~chool, 
aud bring admitted to tlw Bar in April, 
1b4:2. ~n ~fay-in fact.1Iay 2, 184:2, :\fr. 
Williams started west, and for Iowa. 
:\lost of the journey was marie in the 
primitive "prairie sehooner," the pr:.ti­
ries then, of Iowa and Illinois. pre­
;wnti ng an unbroken, billowy :>e;t of 
gr;ts:J m;<l llrantiful flowers. He tlrst 
lm~ated at .:\U. Pleasant, and wa:t :tH:'!O­

ciate<l for one y,oar with .Judge Teas. 
He cam<) to 1Iaha ... 'ika county in Decem-

l.w 1l1f' effect of an irnml'- lJrr. uq:J, and soon after w<mt to lo;va 
jate of J>opnlation within City, when• he spent the winter in 
limite!! sn;v>~. even :f there were no att.enclar:ce on the territorial legisla­
tati~tks hearin:,; on tl!i;.; que'ltion. tnn•. In the ~pring· following lw hP­

to .:!'<:~rest Cemetery, where t.b.e 
renu;,ins were laid to rElst in the family 
lot bene.'lth the ~ preatling branches of 
a forest oak, wbose bare branches 
were as quiet 11s the voice of him 
whose slumbers 'IVill not be disturbed 
until the resur!:'ection morn. 
"As Hiram sleeps, tb·l widow's son, 

So now our brother takes hi~ rest; 
His work complete, h ls labnr do!Hl, 

His name by every one is !)lest. 

"So let him sleep l!!s 1 a.st !OU!f ~Jeep, 
Fond memorle~ clm;terln!( ronnil his h~ad; 

Be comforted, ye love,! who· weep, 
The true, thtl frank, the rnarless d•;ad." 

Tribute of R.tl<&pe<>t. 

Re,~olt•d, By the bar or Mahaska county, Iowa, 
that It ls with a sorrow more t~an we can e~c­
pre~s that we learn of the aeath or the lion. 11:1. 
LW~~L . 

He wa.s the pioneer ;md patria reb of our body; 
the one whose uame I! as stood the longe~t upon 
Its rolls. He was 011e or tile commission ap .. 
pointed to organize Mahaska county, and trom 
that day llntll the prE!Stmt :md occasion his his­
to~y aut! that or Ills >!110~en county have be<Hl 
umted. 

Both the name and site or our beautiful 
cltv Wt'rt\ selected by hl!U; :ami for forty years 
he lH\:>IItved among m a worthy and a blameless 
ltfll. 

We pay wltll sadttl':··S thH last trilmte to the 
memory of on·e whom we all so <I early loved. 

The genial ~entlem~n. tlw hospitabkl friend, 
the kitH\ and Indulgent husband ami !atht:r, the 
honorable and useful citizen, rlcllln,the love or 
friends, ripe in years iln<l t:ouors; Is to lJe laid 
In the silent ,city to wltlc_h wo are <>ll lH~stentng, 

RcNolt•cct, l'hat we will "trive to emulate hls 
pure and honorabla e mmple, and hol<.lin mem­
ory Ills many kindly words "11d acts, his genial 
welcome, his wit that pleased but wounded not, 
his proCessional integt·ity, Ills stirlin:~ manhood 
and all the many qual .t!es that ende;.red him to 
his hosts or friends. 

lie.<olr.:<l, That we t<mder our sympathy to his 
bereaved ramilv. 

Re,<olt•ed, Tliat thele re~olutions he spread 
upon the court record;! of tlJe county, arHI that 
they L>e pnhl!shell ln the county papers; ;;nd that 
a copy of the same be pres1~nted to tile ramlly 
o! the deceased. 

The La.te J l)h:n l"i. Di:Jron. 
HALL 01" TRl·l,t:~II~ AR LODGE, Xo. lH, A. F. 

& A. Jll., Oskaloos~. Iowa, January 14, A. 
D., 1884. 
At the stated conum .:)!cation of Tr!-Lmnlnar 

Lorlge, held on 1-'rldHy evening, January 1 J, 
1884, among the prOt~eedings tltereo1 was the 
following: 
To Tri-Luminnr .Ulcl('c, ~vo. 18, A. F.,{' A. 211.: 

Your committee appolnte•i on motion of the 
oldest llla.son ln the Lodg<J, otrer tllls humble 
tribute to the memory of our departed brother: 

Our brother •• John N. Dhon, departed thi9 
life December 17. 188il, at Ashton, Illinois, at 
the age of H:3 years. .tlis labors were not com­
pleted; hi~ death wa .. ~ untimely, and hi~ br(•tll­
ren mourn. We erect this symbolic monument 
to commemorate his tl>le!lty, bls ~kill, IUH\ his 
many virtues. He taught by hls daily life and 
dr•ily wor\< the grandeur ol pel'l!everance, the 
b· ~au ties of unsullied .:10nor, and that lmmlllty 
wltieh adorns true worth. Hls location anti ''O· 
cation werp not snell that he could actively par· 
tlcipate ln the labors of the craft when 
assemhlc<l at the quanies or in che tempiP. yet 
as opportunity a!fclrde·-i he diligently sought at1d 
stullt<''l the mvsterir>. of our art, gave anaL­
tPntiv•' ear to' all Jn,lrnct!on and admonition, 
faithfullv pre~erved 1dthln his bre:\>\t that lov­
r.lty to t1:ntll ;mel virtu~ whio:h bound him to tfa, 
).';Ood, the beautiful, ;ud the true: and so falth­
lully <1!<1 he l!l(•dHate :m<l snell grand thought~ 
Plaboratt.'. that hl3 in<trJ:ctive tongue gav•• 
tllea<ure anti prollt. to the brethren. We moum 
Jls lo~'· w,~ have ;:!ve>n till' hody tht• honor" ~o 
jn~tly due autl con~ig-tJt:d i.t .to tlle grave. HI~ 
nwmnrv '"'t• £~ht>rbdl, hut Los ~pirlt h:-L~ K()fH3 tt) 
the <ro(1 who JCH.Ve tt, t IH~re ro (1njnv that fPltdtv 
allotted to tho souls or true men.· We n>cOIII·­
llH~nd.tlw.t tJH~ l.ndge fttrnit1lrC he draped for a0 
di')'"· and that this :r!hntH to hi' memory lH' 
::-~pread on the n\~~onL~ of thj?: Lodge. 

1~· B:_\.tEH. tcommitt~o. L. w. Lonnro. 1 

On motion tile <f'crc tary ;<·a;~ d!rN'ted t•> Ita·· 
111!-'h the family nr th ~ d('<:.oasetl ·rt'lth n. copv oi 
lhP forf•g-oln~, an(l timt th•· ~anH~ be puhll~hc•l 
ln. thp papers of the< nunty. 

A tr110 cnpy. 1>. H. LRf't'ER. 
Si:'ert'tary. 

,fany milliors of tons or coal are came one of tlw organizing commis· · 1;if/I/5(J1\iXi JJ(Jl' EJIE 1y];-;,-:­
,,1rnu1 in anil al•out big ci::irs during sil•IH'rs of :i!ah:1$ka county. and wa;c~ 
vrry year, ;md tlw whnlo ma;o~.; of ,:'w:;en clt,rk of thP conrtfi, continuing ~John X. :\[a.rtir: left la~t l·'riday Dn a 
nck of whicl1 tllf• is hn!lt. is 1 until l'-1~;-l, when lie n•fns(·d to fnrtlH•r l•u"""" trln tn J< •• ,,,, nhl" 

G 
1rhe Figures o1 

ments f 

A Flattering Co 
dustrious 

The Best Year 
of thE 

IT WAS A BOOM, l. 

Private Improvem 
Public Improvome 
Business Improvcn: 

Total, 

NOWFO 

Our preliminary 
provements in the r 
1883, made the htst 
showed an approx 
pended for new '>: 
ment.s of about $25( 
the fnll list of worl> 
carefully collected, : 
carpentHrs and buil' 
layed. On Satnrda; 
and we present the 
ized shape below. '1 
tllat but two or tJ 
have made a large1 
ment than Oskaloc 
places of much gre< 
pretense. Tile fig1: 
gratifying surprise 
hopeful citizens-m 
good deal of the b 
and belief, now lnq 
fignres that tell tJ,e : 

llUSl>iESS 

One of lhe gratify 
showing is that 11(' 

feet of new bnsines: 
addetl to our eapacit 
with every foot of i ~ 
and, had the opening 
more fav<>ntble, ahor 
more would ll<tYH be 

TO rn.::c 
ThP Jn1mher u!' 111 

have bt;en built sho· 
to be 157, mo~t or 
smaller cl<l9S, yet t.h, 
prise~ se\'(3rai HH tln' 
as ean be fon11d in C 
of the nePds oft he ci; 
housps and plenty n 
met. in p:1rt. hy tlw 
son. The •leman<l h: 
but all :lre now take• 
he let at f:ur rent>~: 
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w •m• weauwr um·eau wavtt!Ii'l partie- ;:;r:uluating; from t.ho Ohio Law 8clwol, 
~r tt lllnr Htnm:l• <1f ('!'l.'ot· wall not Jon~ R!ncn n11d Htlmltt(ld to th<' lhl' in April, 

t:H1l avoidt>tL 'l'he Hlll!Hl'kti ll'!·i~. ln ~(ay 2, Mr. 
ll 
'f \VhitllllY on thi;; Wlllhnw! started west, mHl t'or .rowa. 
·' a..'4 applied to obs,)rvations nn(1e nt Lnn- ~h111t of \he jom·ney wns made in tho 
0 

don, are pertinent and He prlwitive "prairie schooner," the prai-n 
says: "lt is a wdl knqwn f1u.n that rles then, of Iowa and Illinois, pre.. e cities are considerably Wfll'llH1r than an unbroken, billowy sea of e 

8 t1 •lore thinly inhabited '<lotmtry arHl beautiful tlowers. He flrst 
ot •...• wise, under similar cli.r11atic c•:m· 1tt Mt. Pleasant, ;md was ttallO· e 

1 ditions. Statistics prove thiR to l•tl cdated for one year with Judge 'reas, 
true: and there could be no donbt that He eatntl to ~fn.hnska county in Decem­
such \'.'Onld btl the effect of an imme- ber. 1848, and soon after went to Iowa 
diate agg-regation of population within City, where he spent the winter in 
a limited spac·~. even lf there were no attendance on the territorial leg-isla-

' 2tatistics bearing on this question. turf'. In the ;;prinr; following be he­
~Iany millio11s of tons of coal are came one of the organizing commis­
burned in and about big cities during sioners of .Mahaska county. and was 
ew·ry year, and the whole mass of, .._:,osen clerk of the courts, continuing 
brick of which the city is built is until 1804, when be refused to further 
hnated during !;he entire winter. and act. During the latter part of his term 
more or less in the summer, many de- he also acted as county jmlge, ;Js deputy 
gn:es above the natural temperature. for Hon. ,J. A. L. Crookham. In the 
There cau be no question that condi- fall of 180!, -~lr. Williams was elected 
tions such as l1ere indicated vitiate all to the legislature, and repr.,se.nte<l the 
oh;,ervatiuns made in or near large district in the session of that winter, 
cities with a view to the deU•rmination The same year he enL'>re<l into a part­
of any po~sible secular Yariat.ion of the neship with Hon. IV. T. :-;mith, for the 
temrwratnre." practice of law, and on .March 1, 1850 

On~ l'onn.---We ;;.n~ rPque:;t.ed to say 
that the TrPaxmy of tlw Lad ir;'g Relief 

tney opened the !lrst banking house in 
the county, which continned for thirty 
mm1tll~ • .:.rr. Williams then \Yithdraw-

. ~or;i t>ty is exhausted and that demands 
in~. In HIGH the lirm of "~-~eevers & 

:ne ~uadP of tlwm whieh they cannot 
1 

William:," \.vas formed, which. contin­
!Il!'d: w1th?ut f\l)l!H' a~sJ:-;canee from. the uecl fur ten ye:1rs. During tlve of 
pnhlrc. C P to ,J amHny 1, lJut little these vears, from Ult):3 to 18H8, he ·was 
sufTPring ha:l b~en J:eported and even also a;soeia.ied in a htrge l:mll agency 
n~·· .. '\lid this, ~u;cl~mg cold Wt'ather, business with lh.:1ry P. Xincle. Later 
Je, ,m tlie cLn.tl .unonnt of aid has on he wa;; as~lnciatetl with Liston .:.re­
heen itsked, yet evell a small amount :\£illen in the law hu;;iness. Heservetl 

! of wants cannot lJe supJ>lied from an tile second term in tile legi;;lature of 
empty treasury. Knowing the usual lSf)J, and always with credit to himself 
generosity of our business men, we and to his penple. He has held many 
nee<! only say that a committ?P nf ladies pbces of trust and honor, havin.~ been a 
will call upon then1 O'Oon for whatever locating commissioner for the county 
contributions they feel ablE• to make. seat of Polk county, in 184G; a trustee 
Besides cash, the committeE need and of the l-1t. Pleasant Asylum, 18flS to 
can use right away, a large amount of 1871 ; and fre•pwntly held a place in 
clothing for men, women and children. the municipal councils. For many 
l::ndPr this ltead we vt>nture the years he has het>n one of the leading 
assertion that in every dry gnotls and stockholders in the Oskaloosa National 
clothing store in this city can lJ<> found Bank, and at his death was a lireetor 
unsaleahle, or damaged good!'<, sueh as and its Viee-rre;;ident. In 1850 he was 
hoods, stockings, 111Hlrrwear. hats and 
eaps and other articles of clothing that 
wo11l<l keE>p many poor shivering bodies 
warm and comfortable and never be 
mis;;ed I.Jy their owners. ,ve "Want to 
say right here that it is a gross insult 
to the noble women who have this 
work in charge to send in dirty, filthy 
garments that han• lwen worn too long 
alrP:Hly and expect tlH~lll to repair or 
even handln tllf.•m at :tll, yet it is a fad 
tliat owme of the garments st.nt them 
for clistril•ntion ought or.ly to be 

with tongs and in t!Jat manner 
ere:;mation. There is no 

was initiated as a member of Tri-Lu­
minar Lorlge . .X o. 18, A. F, A. :M., and 
in the Chapter, Hiram, and tl.e Com­
rnandery, Del'ayens. had the degrees 
conferred on him tlmt belong thereto. 
He ha~ alwayg taken an active interest 
in the order, a!1ll will by them be duly 
cared for in the prescribed eeremonie:1, 

During the summrr of UW'i he hnilt 
with his own hands the littlP house 
that ypt ;;tawh on the lots O\vned by 
.\frs . .\!. .\filliken, north of the square. 
To that little house, 'Shieh we remem-

~~.Mm11HJ4t:\i tH uu~ 4-muTtt'"~ or. nt t.ne tempJt-2 Yf!t 
~~~ opport.uulty ai!ordtJ·l lie lllllt~llntly sought lii'Hl 
~tlHii•.•1l l.lw IIQ'RtPr!N. or <illr :trt, v,av~ t\llll!.· 
tPntlv., ll!ll' W all 1!1Mtrw;t.IPllMHI !11\monltlon, 
iilithful!~· pr~~ctVQt\ l·tilhtu hi~ !lr<~rt~t th!\t lu)!· 
1•,1tv tP truth and vtrtu ~ whllfh bonu<l him to th•• 
golld, the bmlutlful, a.HI Ill~: trmq il.nd s<• fallh· 
!ullv tlitl he lll~ld!Latll >llHI ~ttcll gr!UH.l thoughts 
t•lal!orat<!, that hi~ ln!itru(·tlve tonl):ue g:w•• 
plc:mn·~ amlprotlt to the \netbren, W.'' 11lllUI"II 
hiM !u~s. We• ltliVl• ~lv:m Ow IN<l)·the h<mvr~ HO 
justly duo 11.11d <:nUd!!tJ«d It t<l tlh• grt\v\l. lll~ 
llltllliOrY IV<' ch!:'l'lsh. l>ut Ills ~p!rlt lm.~ gilt!e to 
tho HOt1 WlH\ llli.VO It, tlwre ro l'lljtlY !hat ft•ll~lty 
allott.t•(l to tilt• ~0!113 of t.l'lle men. Wtl n-col!l• 
mend that the l..l>dge lurnltare be tlrapt;d for <J() 
clny~, and that tills ~r!!mte to hi~ memtl!1' IJI' 
~pn'lu1 on the re•:ord.~ of til•! IA•!Ig~. 

E. llA:nm, . licommittt•e. 
JJ. W. LOJUlm. 

On motton the ;ecrnary wa~ directed to fur­
nish the family or til • decoa.~ed with a copy of 
the forpgolng, anti tliat the same be published 
In the paper.~ of the c ountv. 

A true copy. )). H. LKSt::ER. 
Secretary. 

------------------------------PERSONAL MOVEMENTS. 

.John X . .Martin left last .Friday on a 
husine;;s trip to Fenton, Ohio. 

l\Ir. ·r. R TargHrt is in Aloia, Indi­
ana. visiting relative~ and frietHls. 

G.,W. Wertz, of Davenport, was an 
over-Sunday visitor In till~ city. 

Bon. Geo. W. Lafferty was attending 
court In Ottumwa th•~ fore part of this week. 

Mrs . . J. R Nobie and the children are 
sojourning at the l\I ~~tulliu home for the pres­
ent. 

Mrs. Ohas. l\fn,uoe has been danger­
ously ill for ~en;ra I day~ but is ttow ~lowly 

recovering. 

Chas. IIutchinso11 returned last Sat­
J:r<lay from a WC<'k's attrndaneP ;tt. meetings In 
C1'clar county. 

.John Hawkins w:w over from Sig­
ourney, shaking hattds wi~h his many friends 
ht're, this wPek. 

Park Findley and family, of Bloom­
flel<l,Are vts:ting fri1•nds in th!q e!ty: the Wray'q, 
L!ndly's, and Lelgh',.on·~. 

Mrs. 1L L. LEighton and Mrs. Abbie 
.Jor<lan, of Ottum" a, are ;pPnd!Pg a fliW days 
with tlll' L<•.!ghtons ln this rity. 

Miss .Jennie hinartl is visiting with 
relatives and frieuc'.s in ::\Ienlo, Guthrie county, 
She will he absent several week~. 

Willie Seevem, youngest son of Judge 
and ~Irs. W. II. Se•~vers, is attending the Shat­
tuek school at Fair!Jault, llllnn. 

11is::; Hallie S orris, now :nanipula­
tfn;:: an !mportan·: telegraphic Instrument in 
Des lllolnl's, spen~ l?~'t Sunday with her mother 
in this city. 

H. H. and Miss Anna Sht'ffer, after 
a few days or pleasant visiting with their ,;!ster, 
llfrs. R 0. Batley, n'turned home to Donnd:wn, 
Iowa, yestertlay. 

Simon Schip)ert,of Br;rlington,spent 
several d:lys In Oskalons:t tills week. lie is 
fan>ra\Jly lmpres:;t•d with our city. and thinks 
SOPte of loeating her~ in thP spr·ing. 

Among the ::.ttendance at the fnnf'ral 
of !llr. Wil":un~. from a distance. were ~lr; :md 
MrR. ,1. A. Anktny an•l ,Judge Wri!'l>t or Des 
J.h>ines. an<l T. ,J. Fletcher nf ~I arshall ttm n. 

l'rof. Morand close<! a Yflry :>nccess­
ful term of danc.ng lessr)ns la.st Thur;tlay l.'V<'ll­

ing. The profe>sor will pwl>ahly give ar:other 
short term this winter, twg!nnlng some lime 
next month. 

in such r:ontributions, the con­
tributors of sueh artH;Jes crrtainly do 

ber as a pPrfect bower o::' beauty in 
18-J::i, he tonk his bride-his bereft 

H.. K. Parklmrst and dangh'.>er .May widow. then Jmown as l\liss Virginia 
left yeSt('rday (O • tlH' ,;nuth :tn<l W1Jl Join An-

not realize the lJlessim;s vo lch;;afed a 
c]JPPrful gi n·r. Contributions of clotll­
i ng, provi:Jion~!. E>tc .. may lw ],:'n in front 
rc,om over B!~eeh ler Bros. drug Rtore, 
tlwse gr·nth•nwn Jwving kindly donat!·d 

• ,'( ,,"pt r fhp 11t:.~~ Of t}dq t't\.IUY1 flH'" 

I:. :-le!.~ven. a si!'lter of .Judge ~eever~. drew anrl ramlly at Hot Spr!nl.(s, Ark. After a 
Two children, Aiice and .J ozelle, are all rt.'st there, :.us~ .\lay wlll ct·oss over to l'l!f>·nphl~ 
th; t have heen granted this honseh'lld. among friends. for the balance of the winter. 

In many ways has .:\Ir; \Villi;,ms Indianola Ffe?'!Llrl: "The papers say 
lille(l the measurc of hest citizen~hip. 1 that :.tr. M<l ~~ ·s. AI. Swaim llnvt1 heen bulld­
"\lways of a kin.lly, charitable dispo-1 :r11:_ thr:" n fin•· new n'sltlt•JH:e In Oskaloosa. 

SllOWlllg IS tnm.> n 
feet of Ht:W husine: 
ndur•tl to om mtp:wi 
wlth <lVHl'Y foot of l 
aud, lmd tho upuuin 
more favomble, abn 
HlOfll wouhllmvt11.• 

Ai:l 'l'O tn: 
'rhf' mm11Jer or 1 

lmve been built sh· 
to lw 15'1, most of: 
smaller ela'ls, yet tl 
prises seYeral as ti; 
as can 1Je found in 
of the needs of the< 
houses and plenty 
met. in part, by th 
son. The demand 
but all are now tak 
be let at fair rents: 

J'IC)Il,JC Dll 

Third wart! ~chool-hou: 
ll!ahask~< county court­
Cit\' work,, culverts, In 
Fair grnund:;.tH.'W l>u!Ic: 

ments ........ , .... . 
Simpson l\1. E. parsoua: 
Firtit ward ~chool··hou:-; 
Fourth ward school· hot 
New l'n;s\Jyterinu ehlll 

Total. .... 
!lliSI:·mss Dl 

E. H. (Jib\J~, tl:"ee-st 
Goxl!o .............. .. 

Iowa Mt\:<Ons' Benevolc 
~t.nrv llriek hh>ek, ~ox 

Powt}t: an1t Land Cnmp:' 
l. Kaihaell & Son, brito! 
\V. A. S('f'V!'t~:-;, hridt b; 
A. ,J. Parkhurst. l>rtek . 
.lnhn F. L<HII'V, brit-1; 1• 
\\'. E. \'(•rnoi'<. l>riek <l 
A. ,J. l'a.rkhur:<t., :tlhilti• 
M. Larkin, additinn tu 1 

l\1~. M. Wright, atltliti' 
Wm. Lougilddgl', atillii 
D. Con(Pr, lJu~llH's:--. n.w 
Jllalmquist & Clark. in<: 
Bashaw Lin~n·, new b~l 
Wm. ll!eNally; restanr:1 
Tann~ng cun1p:my. add 
Baumgart & LlttiP, '"k •. 1 
Aente coal Company. 1 
Stat\danl ('oa! Cump~u 
Dr. Johnson, iulirnmry 
W. 0. ~lurpl<v. stm·e rP 
Dr. W. R i'iu~<mt. impr 
.1. B. At!lou. improvPI<l· 
Blattner & ;:.; t•wl>raml. 
Hawkins Bro,.& ,)t)hll>'• 
Livery and Transf<•r t'< 
Kalt>aeh & Snn, impro' 
G. c. Johnson, !>room! 
H. lJ. Owen. business r• 
H. 8. Engl.nHl,ituprov• 
Peter Stumj><, unpron 
B. & W. H. t., llll)ll'O\'<' 
L. c. Blanehani. tmpt·c 
F'ore~t C<·nwtery. gtllPl 
Herald l'rint.ing Co1 

ments ........ -... . 

Total ..... 
PHI\'.\TR Dl 

Artn:-.tron~~ l\lrs., impr 
Ankeny,:-;, }' .. improve 
Aver. U. L.~ impro\·em, 
Ashby, G. IL tt'!WllH~ll' 
Atll<HI, ,). B .. illlpr\1\'tlli 
Biacksl<•ll<', T .• ) .. ten.­
Baldwin, R. t;., illlj'~""' 
Bovd. ~lu~t'ph, l"<1Sit t.~ne: 
Hui·nshk. Will .• imprnv 
Bach, E,, illl)l<'<lH'llll'nt 
Cnrtl!ll'l', ,T. H., ltll)H"O\'< 
Clt:uniJcrlln !Jr. W. E. 
C"iltns, A .• lmpr<>Vt•nw 
Churchill, .1. E .. !Ill pro· 
I>trr, A • • 1 .. tmpro\'t'll\l 
D;wis, Frank, iniprov•· 
Dnrft•e, \V, A .• imprn\'t 
Dougla~s. \\'. \\' .. t't_'~idl 
Dul;,·, \\'illiam, n·,i•lt•!i 
Dnl>llitv. O••on.:;t•, nnpr 
Ells wort h. Dr,, impro\: 
E11Wl'iek. IL A .. impro•. 
Ehlers. ?llisst"· lmpr<i\'' 
Ellswordt, C, \\' .. h'lH'" 
l:'<HPhliti~Pr, Cililrl••s. i: 
Fno:hlinger. Attam. lu: 
F:tlkenburg. n·sitlrtll'<'. 
Gl:tze. Frauk, rl~shh•r(·' 
(;J.tlthri<""', tl. J> .• tt>n\~lllP1 
Gilbert, .Jan1t-.s, irnpro\ 
(:tray, Tholn:L-11 tl'tH'I,.i'\ 
(iorsuch, E. \\ .. rPsHkt 
Ottnn, .John, impro\'('\11 
<lil<'l>"'st, M. n .. imfr"' 
!!Hil,- L: L .. ;'<lll<l'if n:p: 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

lea at't' req ue:lte<l to 
.t Ute ·rreasut·y nf tlw L:~t.'l!P';;~ 
•l1•ty i!< ~XIiHl!i'!tt:•d ant! that rh•mmHlH 

of tllNn whl,·h c::umot 
wttlwnt wmw ~~~~il'talH'I' fr(l!ll t.hn 

Up to .iaJ!liar~· 1, but little 
tf'rlrw h:11l hl':t•n lf'port(~d mHl I'Vt>n 
1•, l.rt pinching ·~ohl weatltN', 
; tlla._ t1:11wl nmmmt of aid hm< 
n asked, even a sm:tll amonnt. 
nmts cannot lw snpplled from an 
1ty treasury, Kuowi ng the usual 
erosity of our business men, we 
l only say that a committ,~e nfladies 
call upon thf'nJ soon for whatever 

tributions they ft>el ablt• to make. 
ides cash, the committee needand 
use right away, a large f\mount of 
bing for nwn, women and ehildren. 
l1'r this lwad we venture the 
1rtion that in every dry good;:; and 
llinj.; store in this city ean be found 
tleable, or dmnaged good>~, sueh as 
ls, stocking!'!, HlHlerwear, hats and 
' and other articles of clothing that 
I<! keep many poor shivering bodies 
m and com fortabie rtnd never be 
'e(l owner1'1. W c want to 
right lwn~ that it i:-~ a gross insult 
he noble women who have this 
l{ in charge to send in dirty, fllthy 
nentR that have been worn too long 
idy and expect them to repair or 
;. handle them at :tll, yet it is a faet 
. some of the garments sent them 
dtstr:ibution ought only to be 

th tongs and in that manner 
ft. zfre:mu~tion. There is no 

t1wy th<l t.it'st b:mldtq% house in 
th<1 t1onnty, whieh eontinned fOl' thirt;y 
nHnltli~, ~lr. Willintml tlH.m wlthl!t·aw· 

ln 1/lt\S tlw iirm of "i,;(\0\'(l!'!l & 
iV!11i:tm:'l'' was i'onuerl. wh!eh contin­
ued for tell Yll:tl'fl. During !lve of 
tlH~s~~ y!':m;, from lJ:ltl:{ to 18H8, h(l was 
ahlu as~oel:ttJ'cl in :l Jargtl la1ul agency 

with liE;!lfY I'. :s-inde. Later 
Ml he w:ts asrlociated with Liston Me· 
:\til len in the law businesfl. lie serve(l 
til\~ RCCOild term ill the Jpgi~l:tture of 
ISH!, and alwayg with credit to himself 
aml to his people. He hag held many 
plaeesof trustand honor,havingheena 
locating commissioner for the county 
seat of Polk county, in 18-iG; a trustee 
of the ?>It. Pleasant Asylum, 18(18 to 
187!; and frequently held a place in 
the municipal couneils. For many 
years he has lwen one of the leading 
stockholders in the 0:-Jkaloosa .National 
Hank, aJHl at his llPath was a clin•r:tor 
and its Viee-Prt>sident. In lSGO he was 
was initiated a.'i a member of Tri-Lu­
minar Lodge, Xo. 18, A. F. A.M., and 
in the Ol1apter, Hiram, and tLe Com­
marHh•ry, DePayens. had the degrees 
conferred on him that belong thereto. 
He has always taken an active interest 
in tlworder. and will by them be duly 
cared fnr in theprescrihed ceremonies, 

DuriL.gthe summer of 18·lii he built 
with his own hands the little house 
tbat yet stands on the lots owned by 
:\[rs. :'II. :\Iilliken, north of the square. 
To that little !Jouse, v;hich we remem­
ber as a perfect bower o::' beauty in 
184ii, he took hi~ bride-his bereft 
wi<low, then known as Miss Virginia 
R :-:leevers, a sister of Judge :-seevers. 
Two children, Alice and ,J ozelle, are all 
th: t lta ve been gran ted this honseh'lld. 

.Mrl4. O!mg, ~[u•HOll has been tlanger­
ou,;ty Ill fur severn I day~ bnt !~ null ~lowly 
l'Pt~!ll'l1l'l!1~. 

<J!m11. I!ntel!ltlKOil l'i'ttlt'lH1lllaHt i:Jat• 
l:t'd!!.Y fl'oln :\ W<•t•k'" att('lllhllw<> 1\f, mectltt!(~ In 
Crd11r enunty, 

. John Ilawkin; was over from Sig· 
ourney, shaking hat :<Is wi~h his many friends 
h~l't'. this wPek. 

Fark l!'indl~y and family, of Bloom­
!kld, are vlsl!lng ft'ii'!His In this dty: tilt' Wrl\y's, 
L!ndly's, and Ll'i!(lron·~. 

1-trs. M. LLdghton anJ Mrs. A.bbie 
,J onlan, of Ot! Utnll a, are sp<'lldlng l\ fl'W dayH 
with til<> Lelglttons in thls dty. 

Miss .Jennie ninartl is visiting with 
relatives and frienc:.s it\ Menlo, Guthrie cuuuty. 
Sh" will be absent ::overal weeks. 

\V'illie Seeven1, youngest son of Judge 
and ::ITrs. W. H. Set•vers, ls attending the Sllat­
tnel< sclwol at Falrbault. ::lllnn. 

?>£iss Hallie X orris. now :nanipula­
till.~ an lmportan; telegraphic Instrument. In 
Des:Mo!neg, gpcn! l;•st SlltHlay with her mother 
In th!H city. 

H. H. and Miss .Anna Shetfer, after 
a few t!ays of ple:1;,:urt visitlng with th~lr ~;lster, 
lllrs- H. 0. Halley, returned home to Donn~lson, 
Iowa, yesterday. 

Simon Schippert, of Bt>.rlington, spent 
several days In OsklLlnosa this week. He is 
fan1rall\y lmpres>:t•d with onr city, and thinks 
sopw of locating ltcre In the spring. 

Among the ;:.ttendance nt the funeral 
of l\!r. WitHams, I rom a <!!stance. wero Mt·. and 
Mrs. ,J, A. Ank(;ny ant! ,Judge Wrl>:ht or Des 
Mtliues, and T .• J. Fletcher o!,.la.rshalltn\\n. 

Prof. Morand closed a very success-
!ul term of dancmg lessons last Thursday.ev<>n­
ing. The prorc,sor will prot>alJly give aLother 
short term this winter, lwginning some time 
next month. 

R K. Parkhurst and daughter lYiay 
left yegterday fo · th~. south :mel will joln An­
drew and family at Hot Spring~. Ark. After a 
rest there, ~!Iss :11ay will cross over to ll!e:11phis 
among friends, for the Llal:tnce of the winter. 

·ity in such contributions, the con­
n tors of such articles certainly do 
realize blessings vo·.Jcbsafed a 
rful giver. Contributions of cloUt­
provisions. etc .. may be l•:ft in front 
1 over Beechler Bros. drug store, 
e gentlemen having kindly donated 
society the use of this room for 

In many ways has ?>Ir. Willil;.ms Indianola Hemlrl: "The paperssay 
tilled the measure of best citizenship. that Mr. and ~L.·s. Al. 8walm have been build· 

Always of a kindly, charitable dispo­
sition, he. Wik'l not appealed to in vain 

purpose~---___ by those needing a. frier;d or aid. He 
fAT XoRTH ROAD.-The Belle vms a great friend to the young, and 
1e Union, sleys of the Oskaloosa, many young men have received from 
r .Falls & :-st. Paul R JL We bave him sueh counsel and such hopeful 
hle information that tlw 0., C. F. words as will not soon lJq forgotten. 
. P. R R that is in process of con- He always took a.n active interest in 
;tion from this city south will be all public rr,atters, and the subscrip-
1ded to Kansas City <lnring tllis ticms are but few that are not graced 
and form a through and main line by his name and cor:;;ected with a Jib­
e 0. & N. W. EventuaHv the road eral amount. He ·.vn.'l a strong and 
be extended north ward. · 1 staunch friend of the common schools, 
elndeprmdent, of thes;;.me village and made education one of the matters 

"In an interview with Edward that receiyed almost wo,·ship. His ca­
ers, Esq., Chief Engineer of the 0., reer ended as it hHd cor tinued during 
& St. P., the following information all his lite ·-in honor, lc nd rich in the 

reference to tlle new road, w1u est~;em of all, who wj1J receive this 
ly fnrnished us by that gentleman. news with unfeigned "o' ;ow. 
grat'l.ing ·between hen and t.he The funeral will o(··~ur on 1'ue~Hlay 

lng them a fin<! new residence In Oskaloosa. 
Indlanol:~ has pleas:mt r<ltnemlll".\nces of Mr. 
and Mrs. Swaltr, and will be pleased to hear o! 
their prnsperit)·." 

.Mr. Fitzg~rald, of Oskaloosa, is i:n 
the city visiting friends. He visited the skat!ug 
rink last l"venit.g, and axs!sted by Miss l\1lnn!e 
Dut!ou, also of Oskaloosa, gave an cxhillltlon 
of !anry skatln:;. 'I'll e. Dcmncrat dislikes very 
much to yield the palm to Oskaloosa !n any 
emergency, but candor compels it to crown 1\li;.s 
l>utton and Mr. Fitzg~mlu with the lalll"<ll 
wreatlr in th!:; respect. They accomplished 
some wry dar! np; and difficult feats and were 
mnch admire(; by th€1 ~pectator~.-0/l.umwa 
Democrat. 

.Jarc:1es E. Hetherington, one of the 
friend:\ or om boyhood, dropp<•d (:own among 
hi~ many fr!f ll(h here after au ahs.ence o! slx 
years, Thes< six ream have been spent In th~ 
rcv~nuo df~pa . .t ttneut o! the gov<'"rtunent, amOng 
t!HI n:oon:lh!m•rs down •outlt, :m<l anyone 
kno.vln~~: "Jim" k11ows that during that period 
his Iff(· has no been void nr vetttllrt' and adven­
ture. From h !re lw wlll go to St.. L.>uis, then.tn 
we~tern Kans:1s to visit his fathe:· and sister 

completed, and it if~ ex .. afternoon at 2 o'clock, r ~om the family 
tJ1e r"J.lil n·iJJ ~JJ ]JP ]·11·' residencP, under masouk auspices. An 
•· · " " n • o. . •· ' (, and hi< mother's grave. .Forth<> p.'l~t year .Jim 

being t<) complete autopsy was held tf1is morning, by has made his :wme a.t . .Atlmlta, Ga... and he con­
track so that stone, Pk, for the Dr'l. D. A. Hoffman n.nd .J. C. Barrin-~ trllJntf~ tn o tr cabinet a piece o! shell, a. t!at­

[{e can bt· shipped right over the gr.~r, and the. d.isease fom·'·\!l to be., what tened mlnle-ball and piece of gr:udte wblchh•·. 
was clia•rno;:;ed --stone ir the bladder. plekcd np a: Kf'na"aw Mountain, from very 

The bridge willbe },{ of a mile . ,., ' · . near v.hcre 1!·: gt<lod on the 22d or ,July, 1864-
l~!Jgth r-~ltogether, with stone Stx separate stones wele taken away, the day ,~mt place that Gcn'l ~rc:>lwrson wa..~ 
ment..B :•.t the main channel for an ranging in size from a lmzel nut to a killed by reb•l bullet~. 

truss, WO in The walnut.-~-·-···-·- 116:A.Rl,SKA "RE~:rAn~ 

j',., 'JJ. \11\Jll;"l! li;qT~;:;o,HIJ HI 

HUll; l \0" " , .. , ".,. ' • · " " ·; · , · 
Jnwa Mi>~nn~· l!Clltwo\<.>nt ~"''' 

storY hrit'R l!ltwl<. ·~u~\\i.lJ ... 
l'owPt' m1•i L;mtl t'"'IIPIIIl)',l!nr: 
1. Ktilil:\<.•\1 ,I( t-~nn, l•rl<'l' lilm•l;. 
\VI A, HPt·1VJ.II'H, \ll'h'k hliH!k, ,j(l· 
A,, ,J. )'iii'Khlll'S\. \11'\t!J< \1\lH')\,, 
,)ohn !', 1-:v:ey, Llri<'k hltH'"· ~,, 
W, 1':. Vl'l'lltlll, brh-1< ~ilop; ~0'. 
A. ,J. 1';\rkhurst., a•ltlltlon to \1 
l\1. Larkin 1 atltlltitm lo hluek .. 
lltr!i. M. \\right, :lthlltlon to I> 
Will. Ltlttght'hlg~. mltllt!outo ' 
}), ConfPl't bn~tnu!"t~ room ... 
Jl!alm•!!li~t & l;l<ll'k, imprll\'('11 
111\Mliil\\' Llvury, lW\1' ll:\1'11 illltl 
WnL M<!Niilly, rt::lllltll'l\Ut.,., 
Tam1:ng ColnjJ:\Ity. 1\(ltlit\oll~. 
Baumgart,-.:; !,Itt \1·, :d>:.IUIIJ.' r! 
Aeme <.:nal Cninp:my. !tnpr'.lV• 
l'ltat\dard Coal Cotnp:m~ imp! 
!Jr. Johnson, lnl\t'ltmry lmpro 
W. c. 1\!urphy, stnre rnonL ... 
Dr. W.l{. Nugent, improi'L'IIWI 
,f. B. Adlon. ttitpt'o\·emt>nt~ LtJ 
Bl~tttner IS:. l'-<t•wlJrantl; !tnprov 
Hawki11s Bro,.&: .Joimson,ttnp 
Liven· and Tran,f<'r Co .. imp 
Ka.llJ:ieh & tion, improventPnt 
(~.C. ,Johustlll, broom fad.ory 
H. l>. Owen, llns!Hess ro(•IIL .. 
H. 8. Engl.ttHI. illlprovement' 
Peter :-itllm!''· itnprovenwuts 
B. & W. H. (., \ltl)ll'OVt\tli('llts 
L. C. Blaitt:hanl, !mpi'O\'Pilll'll 
Fo1:est Ct'ltl<.'tl'ry, gt:Ji('t':J.\ illlF 
l!orald l'rinting CtllllJ.l<IIIY 

IIICtllS ... , ........... .. 

Total. ................. .. 
i'HIVA'l'lc l)r!'lWY: 

Armstrong, ~Irs .. lmprc,venw 
AnJ.amy, s. P., lmprovcmel\to 
Avcy, U. L., itnprol't~meHts .. . 
Asbbv, G. ll .. tt•ttelllC!tt ..... . 
Atl!mi, ,J. B., itn provements .. 
Btackst<.•ne, T . .J .. tenement>; 
Baldwin, ~{. u., h~ljH'O\'etnent 
Bon!. ,Joseph, rest( enc·~ ... , .. 
Bttr'Hslde, Wn1., improvement 
H<tclt, E., improvcnH•nts ..... . 
Cordner, J. G., 1mprovt~ment;-; 
Chamberlin, lJr. W. E .. , lmprt 
Cullins, A .. tmpron•ment~ .... 
Churchill, .J. E., !mprovemeu! 
Dtrr, A. ,J., Improvenwuts .... 
J);wis, Frank, improvements 
Dnrfet•, W. A., improvement; 
Dougla,;~. W. W., rcsiil('l!t:e .. 
Duke, William, residt•llet• .... 
Dt>llhins. GP(H''t;t~, impro.J\'t.1 1Jl( 
Ells wort h. Dr., impr"' emcnt· 
Emtericl<. H. A .. improvPnH'n' 
Ehlf\rs, l\Iisse~. hnpruvel!tent: 
Ellsworch, C, \\-., tetrements. 
Yo(l~hlingt~r, Chnrle:-::., improv 
Fou:hlinger. Adam. improve1 
Falkenllurg. reslt!Plle<' .... _ .. . 
Glaze, Frauk, residence .... . 
Guthrie, J. D .• tenement~ ... . 
Gilbert, James, irnprovemen: 
Gray, Thuma~1 tem•u.euts ... . 
Gorsuch, E. \v ., re,;Hlence .. . 
GtuHt, .John, improvements .. 
GilcJp·ist, 1\l. D., improvetnCll 
Hull, L. L., sundry unprovem 
Hostetter, J3en .. improvenwr 
H:mkiHs, E .. imprOYI'Il1!'nts .. 
Hodgin,~- :t.L, improvement.· 
Higgins, G. H., residence ..... 
Hussey,~. W .. lmprovt'nwnt~ 
Hl:ltt. ,J.P., mrprovement~ .. . 
Hoope,;, .l. B., rt'Hideuee .... . 
Hill, A. H., hnprove11wnt~ ... , 
Howanl. (il'm'g<•, re~i(ienC('~ .. 
Untchlnso!l, Clmrle~. tmprov• 
Holme~. L:Uil'rty & Co., impr 
Jlicks, lll rs., n.•s1tteuce ...... ~. , 
~Tohnsoni\L c., rt:>~!dc•nce ... . 
,Ja.ltney, *'rank, residonct.\ ... , 
,Jarn<tgln, J. W., lmpt'OV<~mcr 
Kalb:tch & Son, tenements .. 
Kalbach. J<lhn A., tenement:~ 
l<tll!y, Jo~H~pli .. , ........... . 
LougltridgP, Wm., tenement~ 
Levi. l\t L., tenenH·nt~ ...... . 
Ln.dynsl<!, .John, reshlenee ... . 
Loughridge. Mrs .. re~lde!IC(• .. 
Ln.cey, ,fohn FH imp;·nven1en1 
Lacey, W. H., resi•.IPnce, ...... 
Lamhert, H. ''-· imprm·(·IIWlt: 
Leighton, T., lmprm ~nwnt~ .. 
~·lnUe, B. E .. two rt"Hidenecs. 
Nfn(lt', fl. I',. lmpron'lll<'ltts .. 
~orthup, (ienr~:<· \\'., ltn}H'Ort 
N elsuu. Hugh, rt•s!d.,ne•• .... 
Nad11nan~- M .. llnprovcnH~ntN­
MeNdll, H. \\',, r..•sldent•'·, .. 
l\!r~Nt,ill, 1:1. \V., tr'tlt'lllt11tls ... 
Moore, H. C., tellenwnts., .. 
McCarty, C .. res!<lencc ..... . 
Mendenhall, M., lmpro'l'<'llWl< 
M:.trk, B .. !ntpl'O\'l'lll<lnts ..... . 
Jlfltchi<ll.l.. G. R, re~hletH!e ... .. 
1\icGee . .1 honw.:.;, rt~!iit_1enee .. . 
Malcolm, ,fohn 0., rt'sidPllC<'. 
Milllkltl, Mrs. M., improvemc 
l\IcAlllstcr, Mr.~., re<ldence .. 
1\for~an, J. Larne tt:.tH~nH•nt 
McMichael. Dan .. lmpron•mt•: 
Moore J. L., lmproi"Pment~ .. 
Murphy, \V. C .. four t(menH~n! 
Mntley, Mrs., !mproV<\Ill("!l!.,_. 
~1a.ttOY .1{.~ lf-Pf1tn-• f;.nn!Hnnf 
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Recollections and Sketches 
of Notable Lawyers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

ED\\' ARD H. STILES 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Sertate, 1865-1866; Re­
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
.'.fits Decisions from th~ earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
Reports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SlR ARCHIBALD ALLISON . 

. "Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."-SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
~<::TEAD PUBLISHING CO, 

·~ 
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. CHAPTER XX/I. 

OSKALOOSA. 

Micajah T. Wilfiams, William H. Seellers, William T. Smith, Stephen B. 

ShelledaJ). 

W~'~:.'J¥~rr;J:s was one of the early lawyers and the first Clerk of the 
District Court of Mahaska County. He was born in Butler County, Ohio, in 
1820. During his boyhood the family removed to Indiana, where young Williams 
was reared and educated in the common schools. Returning to Ohio, he studied 
law in Cincinnati and afterward graduated at the law school Clf that City. He 
was admitted to the bar in I 842, and the same ye~r came to Mt. ·Pleasant, lbw.l, 
and formed a legal partnership there with George W. Teas, one of the early law· 
yers of Henry County. This partnership lasted a little more than a year, and late 
in 1843 or early in 1844 he came to Mahaska County. In the spring of the 
latter year he was appointed and became the first Clerk of Courts, and as such in 
connection with ~he Sheriff, orgapized the County. He continued in this positi(Jn 
for several years. In the fall of 1 853 he was elected to the House and served 'in 
the Fifth General Assembly, which convened at Iowa City December 4, I 854. 
Reuben Noble was Speaker of the House, and Charles C. Nourse, Clerk. In 
1854 he formed a legal partnership with William T. Smith. In I 858 he formed 
a partnership with Judge WiJJiam H. Seevers, which continued for many years. He 
afterward was associated with Liston McMillan in the practice. In I 861 he was 
again elected to the Legislature. He subsequently filled several positions of public 
trust, and was for several years a trustee of the Iowa Hospital for the Insane at Mt. 
Pleasant. 

I became acquainted with Judge Williams, i-S he was commonly called, soon 
after the commencement of his partnership with Judge Seevers. He was one of the · 
most influential men of Mahaska County during its early period, and exercised a 
dominant influence in shaping its affairs. He was resolute in character and appear­
ance. He was tall and commanding, with a high forehead, a full beard, save the 
upper lip. He was strong intellectually and physically, and to him Mahaska Coun­
ty is greatly indebted for his long and useful services. He was the soul of honor 

· and trustworthy in the highest degree. 
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MAHASKA COUNTY, IOWA · 
CONTAINING 

Page Portraits and Biographical Sketches of Pron1inent 
and Representatire Citizens of the County, 
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PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE G.OVERNORS OF IOWA, AND 

OF THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
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UHAPMAN BROTHERS, 
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~ ~r~~:~:::;::ru~!:t1f~:~jt~m~if.ii~r~0[::-:~ 
r~~· = 
·~: MAHASKA COUNTY. 

~:;:.~ :~~c~~w- ~·en·~~~ eel from the county, out, on -~is -~~- his entire attention to the practice, of medicine 
E • tum was again elected to tlte pusitiun, anti held it till the year 18ti0, when he came to Iowa and set-

~ E until his death, which occurred in ll'lGG. Hi~ wife tied where he now lives, upon 3li8 acres of land 

~~died in the year 1851. purchased uy him in 1879. The Doctor gives his 
~1 The ,..uiJject of our sketch at the early age of entire attention to farming, practicing only occa-
~'E twelve years uegan to a:ssist his father in ~urveyiug, I sionally, not desiring to do much in that way. lu 
~:t antl at the age of fifteeu was made Deputy ~ur- I /'It;;!, on aceount of unsettled uusiness in Ohio, the 
:r~ vcyor or' St:uk County. He followed surveying Doctor and his wife returned to that State and re-
~~ E and eivil eugincering until he reaehe<l the age of mained until 18ti5. 

~ 2 twenty-two years, when he decided to apply him- Politically Dr. \Vhitacre is a stanch Repuulican, 
~:E self to the study of medicine, antl began a course and is a member of the G. A. R. Heligiously he 
~ S uf reading with Dr. D. L. (~aus, of :\Iaguolia. Ohio. , ueloug~ to the Christian Chureh. He was in serv­
~j with whom he studied anti praetic:etl until the ' icc in the army for 1 :W days in 1864, and served 
~ifE spring uf 1H4i. with tl1c exception of the wiuters as First Assistant ~urgeun of the 162d Regiment, 
~··~of I845-4li, when he attended the medical college ! Ohio ~ational <:nard. having charge of the regi- m. 
1 • at Cineinnati. Ohio, and in li:i±li-±1, when he at- ment fur ninety days at that time. The Duetur',.; 11· 
~··~ tcnde<l the medical eollege at \\'illuughuy, Ohio, home farm is well improved, and he is the pos:;etiisur ; 1 f'!fi!l, 
~ E fwm which he graduated in :\larch, loll. After uf enough means to enable him to take life easy fur l•,ill,i.\ ...•. · ... '~!,'··· f.n graduation he was located for a ~hort time at ~cw 1 the remainder of his days, Slll't'OUIHletl uy friend,: IU ••. ~· 
ru· ... E. Harrisburg, but :;oon rctumed tu :\lagnolia allll and neighbors whose confictence and esteem he en- '~§!i 
~.~ wutinued his practice there fur six years. j• •ys in an unlimite!l degree. ·!!f. -ru 

'· In Septe111uer, 1o±i, Dr. Whitacre wa6 united Jl\t ru 
ru·~ in marriage with Cathariue E. Elison, a nati vc of ... ~~r;;·.·.=.-~.-,l.l r~. E Stark County, Ohio, l10l'll Jan. 2D, J,-';!8. To them _..,...,.,. •::P ~· ~ , :Ji;j 
\~~·~ ; L:Mm 
~~E have ueen born seven chil<lrcn; unc died at the age '1\f] 
~·~of three antl a'l~11 alf _.rear1~, .an<l u11:1c1at the agef o1f ~~·~, .. l').:-.''.·.· .• '.·I''l.'·'A .• ·JAH.'l'. ,.·\'lL. L'IA"l'-,·· \'",''"· 011 e '.>f ,• _. , 
{:twenty-one. te hve 1\'lllg e 11 l ren are a~ o- . ""' •' ....., n ,., • " ' ·f~ 

~·~lows: Sarah Ida, at home: .John .1., who ha~ lJeen it] the llest known ~ud most revered of all ~. ~.rj·.ill~9:. 
~ 3 · :lt~t~nding the laW ·rlepartmen

1
t of the :\J ichigau ~ :\fahask~~ Co1uutfi~' [J!Oneers. f ~t:om iutgt[ to tlut· S •

111 

~~~ ·.:. • 

f,J:E mversity, at Ann Arbor, wil gradu:1te in .June, ~ county 111 t 1e rst year o 1 s se emen , ,. . 
~q 18~7, aml ext>eets tu locate in Detroit, ~lich. · tt[J!lOinte<l as. one of the CU!umissioner:> for its I 0 ;@' 
~~·: , I ' 

'~: Richard E. has for the past ti ve year:; sucee:"sfully organization, in it,; growth and development, the 'r,r·N. 

~· •. ~ mauaged the home farm: Cla •. v l'orwin i,.; a tel~- impress of hb mind aml eharacter are indelihly JiL.h1, 
= gmph operator in the employ of the C., :\I. ,\: St. stamped. In almost every enterprise tending to ~~rc~' 

·.~ P. R R Co. at Council Bluff;;: Katie i,; attendiug tht< advancement of the town and county of his ~. 1;1·! li. 
~;E school and resides at home. ('hoiee his was the master mind to counsel and 1 1''' ' 

~'~ In the vear 1 t),j;j the Doctor went tu Califomia <lirect. : [~~ ' 
"·.~ via the X.icaraugua route, leaving his wife and twu :\licajah T. \Yilliams wa::; uul'll in Hutler County, t ..... 
~t children in Ohio, and there remained enga;!ted in Ohio, C\Iay 2D, 1820, and is the SOil of Caleu and ru~ 
'E surveying and the practice uf medieine until the Sarah (Sun<lerland) W illiarns. While yet a small ~r~.·-· ~.;._' 
:;~ fall of 1 ti51i. when he returne(l via l'anama, anti re- dtiltl his parent,; removed to Indiana, locating near .. 

"':E joined his family. ln 1057 he remuve•l to Burt ' Terre Haute. Here the subject uf this sketch en-

f;E County, Nell., re~idiug there for :-ix year,., during juyed the eclnc!ttioual advantages of the common m .. 
w:~ four of whidt he wa~ tlw uul,\' ph_ndeiau in the ,;choob, snpplemeuted by two years' attentlanee at rum-
~. ~ count~"· He surveyl·ct and platted the tuwu uf De- Walm,;h College, CrawforrlsYille, Ind. On leavfing r.-tR 

/ .. ilir~ <:atur Ill that •·nuut.v. In tlw ~priug· of 1 "li:l he re- (•olh~!.U'· lw engaged in civil enginePriug for a t>W ~~~, 

\ j,:nove<l his fa111ily l>aek tu ~lagnulia, Olti• '· :w<l ga n· tllunths, in the employ of the State, aml then IH'lll (ifr,J 
e~:::t{t-~:·:I.I:r ~~~ ;---·- ~~~~'-;·U.l,~~ 
Vt::t.:,.!--f .., :--_nx~";-U_~_),;;.·..--uuu 11 nHnu ~~~i!_!__!_I_I.;:~~-~n.u.uJ_~tnu,.l:!.~l.l;~~,f!:'-~I!UI_:.Ir~mm.u~.n..r-;~~I~J~ __ --r-:~-- _ ~---, __ - _-- _ ~J;;: .. ~ ... f,l: 
=~11ij''•~<•ix>iiu.i'"""'";;,;,:~~:iiii;,,,i,~;;;,,,,,,,,,m!~j~,,ii',i~~";~imnntdxii~~g~~~(~~~r:1Jg;t:t:;~:~ 

llf:.u... - ____ , --~-- ---- ~-:.:'::-::-~~-- .,...-:_:: 
W".PD·'.l.I.'i_;.Jlli 
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!lAHASKA COUNTY. 

to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he enf!ered the law 
office of Judge 0. M. Spencer, afterward graduating 
from the Ohio law school, and being admitted to 
the bar in April, 1842. Believing the West to be 
a better field for an enterprising man, on the 2d 
day of May following he started for Iowa on 
horseback. Arriving at :M't. Pleasant he formed a 
partnership ih the practice of law with .Judge G. 
,V, Teas, a somewhat noted character in that day, 
which partnership lasted about one year. 

In Decembe1·, 1843, Mr. 'Villiams came to 1\Ia­
haska County, but soon after went to Iowa City, 
where he spent the winter in attendance upon the 
Territorial Legislature. By that body he was 
appointed as already stated, one of the Commis­
sioners for the organization of Mahaska County. 
Returning here he made this his home until his 
death. At the first term of the District Court he 
was appointed its Clerk, and was subsequently 
elected to fill the position, serving until 1854, when 
he positively declined a re-election. But his 
official life was not to end here. At the annual 
election in August of that year he was elected a 
member of the State Legislature, and served one 
term. While Clet·k of the Courts it became a part 
of his duty in the absence of the County Judge to 
perform the duties of that officer. In this way the 
title of Judge came to he bestowed upon him. 

At the close of his term of office as Clerk of the 
Court, Judge 'Williams formed a partnership with 
Hon. William T. Smith, in the practice of law. 
March 1, 1855, these gentlemen opened the first 
banking-house in Mahaska County, and continued 
to do a general banking and laud business for two 
and a half years,. when Mr. Williams retired from 
the firm. In 1858 he formed a partnership with 
Hon. WiUiam H. Seevers, which association con­
tinued ten years. During five of these years, from 
1863 ·to 1868, he was -associated with Henry P. 
Ninde, in the real-estate business, giving to its de­
tails much of his personal attention. Later on he 
was associated with Liston McMillan in the practice 
of law. 

Judge Williams was elected to a second term in 
the Legislature in 1861, and served the State and 
his constituents with distinguished ability. For 

he was United States Commissioner, 

and for six yeat·s was a Trustee of the Iowa . 
pital for the Insane, at 1\It. Pleasant. 
was appointed one of the Commissioners to 
the county seat of Polk County, and as one of 
number failed to appear, and the other, a 
Pinneo, was taken sick while engaged in v 
the several· locations, to )Jr. Williams alone is 
credit due for the selection of the site which is 
the capital of Iowa, a;; well a:; the county seat 
Polk County. After the stake had been 
permanently fixing the site, Mr. Williams 
called upon for a speech, and in response, he ::-:ai 
"Gentlemen, I have not only located the 
seat of Polk County, but I have fixed upon 
site.of the future capital of the State." On 
ing this remark the erowd iu attendance 
grew wild, and catching up the speaker, earried hi 
upon their shoulders around 1.he little town, 
until they were hoarse. His pn}phecy was soon 
fulfilled, and Des l\loines is not only the 
seat of Polk County and the capital of the State, 
but is as well the leading city of Iowa. 

In 1850 l\Ir. Williams was initiated a member of 
Triluminar Lodge No. 1tl, A. F. & A. l\1., and sub­
sequently becamea member of Hiram Chapter No. 
6, R. A.. l\1., and also of Commandery No. 
G, Knights Templar. In the welfare of this order 
he took gTeat interest and aided greatly in placing 
it upon the firm footing it now has in this .county, 
He was for many years a vestryman in l-it. James 
Episcopal Church. 

During the summer of 1845, with his own hand, 
l\Ir. Williams erected a nmv cottage just umth of 
the Public Square. •·To that little house," S!t}'S 

the Oskaloosa Herald, •·which we remember as a 
perfect bower of beauty, in ltl45, he tookhis bride,. 
formerly known as .Miss \'irginia Rebecca Seevers, 
u sister of Judge William H. Seevers.". 1\li:,;s 
Seevers was born near 'Vincheste1~, Va., and is the 
daughter of James and Rebecca Seevers. The 
marriage ceremony was performed on the 1 \lth of 
September, 1845, by Rev. Mr. Johnson, of the 
1\Iethodist Episcopal Church. Two chiluren are the 
i!>Sue of this marriage-Alice Eugenia, and Beulah 
Joezelle; the latter is now the wife of Judge L. C. 
Blanchard of this city. 

In the organization of the Oskaloosa 
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It resolved to "hold in memory 
words and acts, his genial welcome, his wit that 
pleased but wounded not, his professional integt·ity, 
his sterling manhood, and all the many qualities 

, that endeared him to his host of friends." The 
Oskaloosa Hm·ald, in its tribute, closed with the 
following beautiful and appl'Opriate lines: 

Bank, our subject took an active intet·est, and at 
his death was a Director and its Yice Pi·esident. 
Mr. \Villinms died at his residence in Oskaloosa, 
Sunday, ,Jan. I 5, H!~4, and was laid to rest beneath 
the spreading hranches of a forest oak, in the 
family burying-place at l<•orest Cemetet·y. The 
funeral sermon was preached by Rev. W. II. H. 
Pillsbui·y, of Ottumwa. The various Masonic 
bodies of Oskaloosa, assisted . UJ' visiting members 1 
from many of the surrounding towns, took charge 
of the intet·ment, and his mortal remains wet·e laid 
away iu accordance with their beautiful rites and 
<,:eremonie:;. 

No citizen of Mahaska County was more greatly 
lllOUrne<l than l\Iicajah T. Williams. AI ways of a 
kindly and charitable disposition, he was never ap­
pealed to in vain by those who needed a friend m· 
substantial aid. He was a gt·eat fl'iend to the 
young, and many young men have received from 
him \~ise counsel and such hopeful \HH'<ls a::; will 
not soon be forgotten by them. In all public 
111atters he took an active interest, and it is said 
that subscription papers wet·c few that ~vere not 
graced with his name, and a liberal donation. He 
WI\S a strong, stanch friend of the common school, 
;!;lld. with him the education of the youth of the 
.land was considet·ed akin to t·eligious duty. 

One of the local papers of Oskaloosa, in its 
Jl<>tice of Mr. Williams' death, said: ••He was a 
\):.treful attorney, a splendid man in every way. 
Just in all his dealings, of tnc noblest instincts, kind 
and gentle as a woman, no one hacl ever au unkind 

toward this knightly, com·teons gentleman." 
'rhe Montezuma RejJ·ublican said: "He WR$ a man 
lionored and honorable, big-heat·ted and liberal-

His death makes a big gap in the line of 
of Mahaska County." Of him the Ot­

(hw·iel" said: "He has left :t t•ecot·d as a 
, business· man and public servant, second to 

of no other citizen of Mahaska County. He 
a very gettial companion, and universally 

. and respected by all who knew him." 
.· l»Lr of Mahaska County, in its resolutions of 

declared him to be a pioneer and patriarch 
Jts body. "A genial gentleman, hospitable 

kind and indulgent htisband and father, t•ich 
love of friends, ripe in the years of houm·s." 

.. A~ Hint.m sleep;;. the widow's son. 
So now om' brothet· takes his i·e,;t: 

Hb work complete, his labor done,·· 
HiH uame by every one is blest. 

So let him ;:Jeep hi;: last long ;:Jeep. 
Fond memories clustering"round his head­

Be cutufurted. ye loved. who weep 
The true, the frank. the fearle!<l! cleat!," 

~-------~~------~~--eHRISTIAN HOl'TZ, of Oskaloosa, is of 
French descent and of the old Huguenot 
stock of France. His grandfather was Philip 

Alfonso Lorenzo DeHautze, who came to Amer­
ica in 1 ii6, when eleven years of age, with his pat·­
ents, and settled at Bethlehem, Pa. Afterward they 
t·emoved to Berks County, Pa., where Christian 
was born Dec. 27, 1806. Chl"istian Houtz is the 
son I){ John Houtz, who was- born in 1762. 
manied Elizabeth Winter, a lady of English de­
scent, born in America, and who died while Chris­
tian was n child of eighteen months. They. were 
the parents of four sons and three daughters, Chris­
tian being the only surviving one. 1\Ir. John 
Houtz was again married to a Mrs. Snevly. Po­
litically John Houtz was a strong Federalist, a man 
well posted in political affairs, and held the office 
of Justice of the Peace for twenty-four years .. 
Occupying a prominent PoSition in the cunnnnl1ity 
where he lived, be was the arbiter of all difficulties 
among his neighbors. He was an. influential mem­
ber of the rtermau -Reform Church, in which be 
held the position of El(ler for many years.· He 
died at Fredel'icksburg, Pa., in the year 1~28. 

The subject of this sketch, Christian Houtz, re­
ceived his education in the common schools. When 
sixteeu years of age he was apprenticed to the 

·. trade of carpenter and joiner, serving an appreu. 
ticeship of two and one-half years, receiving 110 
compensation for his labor, and fumishing his own 
bottt•<l and mending. After finishing his appren-
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loosa, August 12, 1854, and 
worked at his trade for eighteen 
months, then engaged in business 
with J. B. Dixon, and they con­
tinued together until the death of 
Mr. Dixon, in 1876. Mr. Wilson 
and D. W. Loring are the oldest 
merchants that have been in busi­
ness without chano-e, and Mr; 
Wilson has been in the leather and 
saddlery hardware business longer 
than any one in the State. He 
mal'ried Miss Amelia S. Baer, from 
Crawfordsville, Indiana, October 
13, 1858; she is one of the earliest 
settlers, and has been here thirty­
five years; there were only three 
cabins here when s}m came; they 
have two children, George W. and 
Stella Maud; and they lost one 
son, Harry. · 

WILSON, MITCHEL, dealer in 
dry goods, clothing, hats and caps, 
Oskaloosa; born in Clinton coun­
ty, Ohio, June 30, 1833; he was 
brought up there until ninteen 
years of age; then came to Iowa, 
by wagon, being about thirty days 
on the way, andardved here about 
Nov. t; 1852, a few days before 
the election of President Pierce. 
He was engaged in the mercantile 
business tor several years.. He 
entered the Oskaloosa Brauch of 
the State Bank of Iowa, and be­
<)l:i.llle cashier of that iqstituti()n, 
and wns also· cashier of the Na­
tional State Bank, which succeeded 
it, fo1· some years; held office of 
city treasurer two years, and city 
councilman. He married Miss 
El1a Crawford, f1·om Indiana, in 
the spring of 1863; they have 
three children, Cora A., Lena A. 
and Walter Guy. 

Wilson, Isaac, farmer. 
Wilson, Samuel, .salesman. 
Williams, W. B., boot and shoema-

ker. 
Williams, J. C., county superintend­

ent. 
WILLARD, CIIAS. T., firm of 

C. T. Willard & Co., dealers in 
dry goods; born in Galesburg, 
Knox county, Illinois, February 
18, 1848; he was brought up and 
received his education there. He 
came to Oskaloosa in 1869 and en­
gaged in the dry goods business 
He married Florenc.e A. Reece, 
from Abington, Knox Co, Illillois, 
October 26, 1870; they have two 
children, Warren .Reece and Hel­
en C. 

WILEY, JNO. H., physician, Os­
kaloot~a; born in Westmoreland 
county; Pennsylvanil}, in 1821, and 
was brought up and lived there 
until 1846, and then removed to 
Indiana. He studied medicine 
and attended lectures in the city 
of New York, and · also attended 
a second course of lectures in Cin­
cinnati. He practiced his profes­
sion in Indiana, until 1865, and 
then came. to· Iowa, and located· in 
Mount Pleasant, practicing his 
profession there, and in Ottumwa, 
until coming here, in 1872. He 
married Angeline Antrobus, from 
Decatur county, Indiana, Decem­
ber 6, 1846; they have tbur child­
ren, Isabella J., Elizabeth, Alice 
A., Carrie Maud, and they have 
lost one S()l1, I!arry. 

\VILLIAMS, M. T., this gentle­
man's name has occured quite fre-

. quently in the body of this work. 
It should be so. No name is more 
intimately connected with ·the ear­
ly history of Mahaska, tban that 
of' M. T. Williams. Mr. Williams 
is an Ohioan. He was born in 
Butler county, in the old Buckeye 
State, May 29, 182{).. Dming his 
early boyhood his father rem<lved 
to Indiana, and settled near Terre 
Haute; Here young Williams 
enjoyed the benefits of a common 
school education until he waa six,. 
teen years of age, when he at~e[ld­
ed Wabash college, at Crawfords­
ville, during two yf:lP.rS. After 
leaving school he engaged in en-
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~-,"ineering in Hoosierdom, in em­
'ploy of the State of Indiana, for a 
few months, when the internal im­
provement work on which he was 
engaged was suspended. While 
yet eighteen years of age, young 
Williams returned to Ohio and 
studied iaw in Cincinnati · with 
Judge 0. M. Spencer, and after­
ward graduated at the Ohio law 
school; he was admitted to the 
bar April, 1842. Believing that 
the· best place for a young man 
was on the frontier, on the second 
day of the following- month Mr. 
Williams started for Iowa, coming 
across Illinois in a wagon. Ar· 
riving at Mt. Pteasant, he formed 
a partnership with G. W. Teas,, a 
somewhat noted character in that 
day, a partnership which lasted 
about one year. He first came to 
Mahaska county in December, 
1843, and shortly afterward went 
to Iowa City, where he spent the 
winter, and in the following spring, 
as has been elsewhere related, he 
became org-<mizing clerk of the 
county, with Wm. Edmundson as 
first sheriff. He continued to 
fill the office of clerk of court un­
til 1854, when · at the August 
election of that year, he refused to 
become a further candidate.,.. Dur­
ing the lattet· part of this service 
he was also clerk under John A. 
L. Crookham, county judge, and 
in ac~ordance with the law, in the 
absence. of the'latter, was acting 
county judge. At ,this time, and 
in this way, he acquired the title 
of Judge Williams, by which he 
is currently known. In the fall of 
1854, Mr. Williams was elected to 
the state legislature,. where he re­
pt·esented his county during the 
succeeding term. September 1st, 
of this same year be engaged in 
the practice of law· in Oskaloosa, 
with W m. T. Smith as partner. 
March 1, 1855, these gentlemen 
opened the ~rst banking house in 
Mahaska county, and continued to 

do . a general · banking and lainl 
business, tor two years and a h':l.lf,· 
when Mr. William&withdrew fr-Oifi 
the firm. In 1858 a partner • 
was formed with Judge Seev 
which partnership contftnued f\)r 
ten years. During five of these 
years, from 1863 to . 1868, tlre!le 
g-entlemen, in connection with }l. 
P. Ninde, had a laud agerrcy which 
had the personal attenti:On of Mr. 
Williams. The latter continued 
with Mr. Ninde in the . la~~ 
agency until 1873,;; pra~tie­
ing law in the . rt1eantime; 
in the last named year Mr. 
Williams associated in 'Jaw bus­
iness with -Liston McMillen, ··.·~ 
young man from Ohio, '\vith 
whom he is still in pattnership; 
Judge Williams was elected to a 
second term of the Legislature in 
1861; tor the past 15_ years he 
has been U. S. Commissioner; ~s 
elsewhere mentioned, he sen·ed 
with great credit six years as 
trustee of the Iowa Asvlnm for 
the Insane, at Mount ·Pleasant 
from 1868 to 18i4; he was also 
locating commissioner in 1846, of 
the county seat of Polk county; 

dn 1850 he became a member of 
the Masonic fraternity, and is 
now a prominent Sir Knight in 
that order in Oskaloosa; during 
quite a number of years he Wall, 
and now is, a member of the ve's­
try of St. James Episcopal 
church. Judge Williams hitS. 
lived a life which has ever been 
one of quiet usefulness; he holcl0~ 
an honored place in the CC]ttl­
munity; his record shows no e~­
tries of wrong doihg; he rani's 
high in the esteem of his 
citizens, and if'l especially 
by the younger people; " 
Williams is a general 
he has a pleasant home in 
town of his choice; during 
summer of 1845 he built 
his own hands, a house just 
of the public square, and in 
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was laid to rest beneath the spreading branches of a forest oak, in the family burying-place at Forest Cemetery. The funeral 
service was preached by Rev. W. H. H. Pillsbury, of Ottumwa. The various masonic bodies of Oskaloosa, assisted by visiting 
members from many of the surrounding towns, took charge of the interment, & his mortal remains were laid away in 
accordence with their beutiful rites & ceremonies. No citizens of Mahaska co. was more greatly mourned than Micajah T. 
Williams. Always of a kindly & charitable disposition, he was never appealed to in vain by those who needed a friend or 
substantial aid. He was a great friend to the young, & many young men have recieved from him wise counsel & such 
hopeful words as will not soon be forgotten by them. In all public matters he took an active interest, & it is said that 
subscription papers were few that were not graced with his name, & a liberal donation. He was a strong, stanch friend of 
the common school, & with him the education of the land was considered akin to religious duty. One of the local papers of 
Oskaloosa, in its notice of Mr. Williams' death, said: 0 He was a careful attorney, a splendid man in every way. Just in all his 
dealings, of the noblest instincts, kind & gentle as a woman, no one ever an unkind feeling toward this knightly, courteous 
gentleman." The Montezuma Republican said: "He was a man honored & honorable, big hearted & liberal handed. His death 
makes a big gap in the line of pioneers of Mahaska co .. " Of him the Ottumwa courier said: "He has left a record as a lawyer, 
business man & public servant, second to that of no other citizen of Mahaska co •• He was a very genial companion, & 
universally honored & repected by all who knew him." The bar of Mahaska co., in its resolutions of the respect, declared him 
to be a pioneer & Patriarch of its body." A genial gentleman, hospitable friend, kind & indulgent husband & father, rich in 
love & friends, ripe in the years of honors." 

Father: Caleb Williams b: 30 JUN 1780 in Guilford CO., NC. 
Mother: ~underland b: BET. 1784- 1790 

Marriage 1 Virginia Rebecca Seevers b: 31 MAR 1826 in Near Winchester, VA. 

• Married: 19 SEP 1845 in Mahaska CO., IA. 

Children 

1. • Alice Eugenia Williams b: 1846 
2. Beulah Joezelle Williams b: 1850 
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