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Syrup • . ~or an\h km.d 0.1 ''on: . .till~'"~" Tlinmcmber!'preRentwerea.etollows: . aU -Wastmg and exhausting Dye h 
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WEST UNION TOWNSHIP. 591 

National Ban k. Married Melissa A. 
Stafford; she was born in Auburn , 1 

Geauga Co., Ohio ; they have four chil
dren-Charles W., Nellie S., Louisa 
and Mabel l\1. 

Periee, W. N., ca,rpenter. 
Perry, M. H., Baptist minister. 
Phillips, Anson, Sec. 17. 
PHILLIPS, E. N., Postmaster, 

residen ce on Elm street; born Dec. 26, 
183-!, in La Porte, Ind. ; in 18:-W, went 
to Winnebago Co., near Rockford; in 
1847, went to Greene Co., Wis.; in 
1850, came . to Fayette Co., a_nd has 
made this his home eve'r since. Married 
Emma Cox Nov. l , l866 ; she was born 
in 1844, in E n!!land; they have three 
children-Everett M., Charles C. and 
John T. Is a Republican ; has been 
Alderman ~everal te!'ms. Enlisted in 
1862, in Co. H, 18th Iowa Infantry ; 
served one year and was discharged on 
account of. a wound received in line of 
duty Jan. 8, 1863, at Springfield, Mo. 

Phillips, L. C., far., Sec. 15. 
QUAKENBUSH. JOH N, laborer. 

RAPP, JOHN, 

Reed, G. H. 
REEDER, 'l'HOUAS D., far. , 

Sec. 5; born Jan. 8, 1847, in Mercer 
Co., Penn.; in 1854, came to West 
Union ; settled on his present farm in 
lR77 ; owns 170 acres of land , valued 
at $35 per acre. Married Isabelle l\1ont
goUJery Sept. 13, 1876; she was born 
in Delaware Co., Feb. 18, 1847 ; have 
one child-Robert D., born Jan. 23. 
187R. She is a member of thP Presby~ 
terian Church. He has been School 
Direutor. Enlisted in 1862, in Co. U, 
tith Iowa Cavalry, served three years ; 
was at the battle of White Stone Hill, 
and in other battle~ on theW e«tern fron
tier. 

Redfield, D. W. 
Redfield, W . 

ROBERTS, 0., firm of Roberts & 
Glass, furniture, slain st.; born June 
25, 1813. in Waldo Co., Me.; in 1853, 
came to Bridgeport, Conn.; in 1857, 
came to Chickasaw Co., Iowa, and com
menced the furniture trade, and so con
tinued till 1877 , when h e came to West 
Union . Married :\I. J. Treat; she was 
born Feb. 2, 1817, in Waldo Co., Me.; 
had ten children, four living~Mary A. , 
now Mrs . P epper ; Florence A.. now 
~rs. Glass; Ella M., now Mrs. Sutton, 
and F . W. Is a R epublican. Mrs. R. 
is a member of the M. E . Church. 

Robinson , S. E. , Physician. 
Roger~ . 0. ,V., lawyer. 
ROGERS, JACOB \VENT

WORTH HON., ofthe firm of J. 
W. Hogers & Son, attorneys and real 
estate dealers , office in Owens & Davis' 
Block, Elm street, opposite Public 
Square; born in Moultonboro, N . H., 
Aug. 15, 1820; in September, 1843, he 
removed to McHenry Co., Ill.; in 1845, 
went to Monroe, Wis.; Sept. 7, 1849, he 
came to West Unio_n. The Judge built 
the first .house within the present ·limits 
or addition to this city ; he· was the 
first Postmaster here, appointed in 
18q0 ; he was Clerk of the Dist-rict 
Court; in 1854, he was elected to the 
Legislature from this district . He was 
admitted to the bar June 1, 1855; was 
engaged in the real estate business here 
from 1853 until June, 1875; he was 
elected County Jud!l:e in 1857; served 

. two terms ; resigned that position in 
1861. In Aul?ust., 1862, he raised Co. 
F , :18th I. V. I., and waM coll,lmissioned 
Captain of the company; was at the 
siege of Vicksburg and Fort Morgan ; 
mustered out Jan. 1, 1865. Married, 
in Belviderr, to Sarah J. Simons, Feb. 
25, 1848; she was born in N.Y., April 
14, 1830; they have five children-Ada 
A~ (now Mrs. Elisha M. Eggleston, of 
California) , Oscar W., Anna A. (now 
Mrs. Cnas. F . Babcock ), Omar A. , and 
Frances l_now Mrs .• John S. Sampson, 
Jr.) 

Rich, A. E., nurseryman. 
Richmond, H . 
Rickie, H., attorney . 
Riley, Jam.es, meat market. 
Risner, H., f:) ec-. 18. 
Robbins, <.:l-. E. 

1 Rosier, G. N., far ., Sec. 9. 
1 Rosier, J . R., Sec. 5. 

Roberts, C. B . 
Roberts, l\1. J . 

ROSIER, LA \lrRENCE, farmer, 
Sec. 6; born July i7, 1850, in Clayton 
Co. , Iowa ; the same year came to Fay. 
ette Co., with his parents; has remained 

I ' I 
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and served the full three years for which it enlisted. 
His regiment was in the second brigade, third divi
sion, sixteenth army corps, and after being fearfully 
cut up at Pittsburgh Landing, it composed for · a 
time part of the" Iron Brigade," which consisted of 
the 8th, 12th and 14th Iowa and 58th Tllinois regi
ments. No better fighting regiment went from Iowa 
than the 14th, and no bra\'er, more daring officer 
than Colonel Shaw. 

For a while he commanded th e third division of 
the sixteenth army corps, and when finally relieved 
at the end of the three years, on the 29th of Octo
ber, 1864, Major-General A. J. Smith paid a high 
compliment to him for his "comage, patriotism and 
skill" during the fifteen months that he had its com
mand. When about tn leave the division which he 
had so bravely comma1Hled, the olliccrs made him a 
present of a beautiful .sword and scabklT(l, a token 
of their kindly regard, which he cherishes highly. 

The Shaws are a patriotic family. A cousin of 
the Colonel, Robert G . Shaw, com1.nanded the first 
colored regiment, and was killed at Fort Wagner. 

Colonel Shaw was originally a federali st, then a 
whig, and latterly a republican. He is now a mem
ber of tl)e lower house of the general assembly, and 
one of the leading members of that body. He is 
not a member of any religious body. 

Colonel Shaw has had three wives. In 1854 he 
married Miss Helen A. Crane, of Jones county. 
She had two children, and died in Ill6s. One child 
survives her. His . second wife was Rhetta Harmon, 
who lived only one short year. His present wife 
was Mrs. Elizabeth Higby, of Kalamazoo county, 
Michigan. 

Colonel Shaw is a tall, sparely huilt man, of nerv- . 
ous temperament, quick to act and to think, and 
always ready at repartee. He is as full of humor 
as an egg is of meat. He is a f.iOO<l hater, and would 
have pleased Ur. Johnson, hating hypocri sy, shams 
of every description, :~nd traitors preeminently. He 
is attached to his friends and to every true, fair
dealing · person, and will travel a long distance· to 
render aid to the needy. In every respect he is a 
valu ab le citizen. 

JACOI3 W. ROGERS, 

WEST l 1J'\'10N. 

JUDGE ROGnRS, <ts he is uni1·ersally c:dled in 
Fayette county, and who was a pioneer in \\'est 

Union, is a native of the Granite State, being born 
i~1 Moultonboro, on the 15th of August, r82o. His 
father, John Rogers, was a farmer, \\'hose :JIH'Cstors 
came from England, and settled at an early day in 
the eastern part of New Hampshire. The wife of 
John Rogers was Anna \Ventworth, a descendant of 
Governor Wentworth, and a relative of Hon . John 
Wentworth of Illinois. In England it is one of the 
noble families, bnt Judge Rogers places 1ro weight in 
pedigree. In this free country every man builds 
his own ladder. 

Jacob lost his father when the son was only four 
years ol~l; at seven the family moved to Ossipee, in 
the same state, and in r831 to Bethel, Vermont. 
There the subject of this notice worked ont more 
or less on farms, purchasing, after four or five years, 
his time of his stepfather, Samuel Rogers, for one 
hundred dollars. At this time, seventeen years of 
age, he had ·had but a few months' S!' hooling, and 
now alternated between laboring in the summers, 
attending academies at Randolph and Royalton 

in the autumns, and teaching during the winters. 
This course he pursued for three or four years. 

In 1843 Mr. Rogers came as far west as McHenry 
county, lllinois, where he taught steadily until 1845, 
going thence to Monroe, (;reen county, Wisconsin, 
where he taught four or· five terms. lie then went 
into the mercantile business with Jacob Lybrand; 
continue.d in trade there 11ntil the summer of 184g, 
and on the 7th of the following September he and 
his partner took a stock of goods to the spot where 
\<\'es t Union, Fayette county, Iowa, now stands. The 
town was not laid out, and there was no building 
on the site. William Wells had a log house half a 
mile away. Mr. Rogers built the first house, which 
was made of hewn logs, in the place, and moved 
into it on Christmas day, 1849· The goods were put 
into Mr. Wells' log house, and the partnership was 
soon dissolved. 

In 18so Mr. Rogers, Mr. Lybrand and Mr. Wells 
laid out the town, and that year Mr. Rogers was 
~ppointed postmaster, the n e:~ re s t postoffice before 
that date being at Elkader, Clayton county, twenty
five miles distant. · Provisions were brought from 
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Quasqueton, on the Wapsipinecon, in Bucflanan 
county, forty-five miles southward. For two or three 
years Mr. Rogers acted as compulsory landlord, 
there being no hotel. in the place. 

In rSso the lands in northern Iowa were not in 
the market; so Mr. Rogers, dropping the mercan
tile business, took up claims, opened farms and sold 
the claims, and when the lands came into market, 
continued to deal in them, thus operating until r857, 
when the financial panic put a stop to the business 
for a few years. . 

Prior to this date Mr. Rogers had read law, and 
· was admitted to the bar as early as r853, but did 

not practice much until of late years. 
In r854 he was elected to the legislature, and 

served two years. He was an anti-slavery man in 
those days, and was the first man in Fayette county 
to suggest the organization of the republican party. 

He was elected county judge in r857; reiHected 
in rSsg, and resigned in January, r86r, soon after
ward, for a few months, trying his hand, for a tem
porary purpose, at journalism, he naming his paper 
the "Republican Era." 

In August, r862, Judge Rogers raised company F, 
of the 38th regiment, became its captain, and served 

until January, r865, when the 34th and 38th regi
ments were consolidated . 

On returning to West Union, Judge Rogers en
gaged in farming a few years, dealing also in real 
estate at the same time. During this period, in 1871 
and 1872, he was also editor and proprietor of the 
West Union "G:~zette," doing good service in the 
republican cause, and showing himself a writer of 
much sharpness and power. 

In 187 3 the judge \Yent to California and spent a 
year, and since his return has been engaged in the 
practice of law, giving his whole time to his profes
sion. He is of the firm of J. W. Rogers and Son, his 
son, Oscar \Ventworth , being in practice with him. 

The judge was united in marriage with Miss Sarah 
Jane Simons, of McHenry county, Illinois, on the 
zsth of February, I848, and has five children, all 
married except OmarA., who resides at Los Angeles, 
California. Ada/\. is the wife of Elisha M. Eggle
ston, of Los Angeles; Anna A., of Charles F. Bab
cock, of Cedar Falls, Iowa, and Frances, of John S. 
Sampson, of West Union. Oscar W., already men
tioned, and who was married in May, 1874, to Miss 
l\Iary F. Putn;~m, of Lynn, Massachusetts, is a young 
lawyer of decided promise. 

JAMES D. CARTER, 

WINTERSET. 

T HE baptism~ I n:~mc of James I lyhouse Carter 
was derived from his maternal ancestors, who 

were among the early colonists from England . The 
ancestors of his father were also from England . 
James Carter was a nati;·e of Yorkshire , England, 
who, with a COh1pany of others from the High Church 
of ·England, fanded in America in 17 2.9; · passed 
through Albe·mar\e sound up the Roanoke river, and 
settled in Guilford county, North Carolina. There 
he was married to Charity Vincent, by which union 
they reared a family of eight children, one daughter 
and seven sons . Five of the latter were lost in the 
revolutionary war, three of them being killed at the 
battle of Guilford Court House, on the rsth of 
March, q81. After the battle the tories took pos
session of all they had, and he then engaged in the 
saddle and harness business. Benjamin, the young-

. est son, died of sickness, and the father did not long 
survive, his death occurring in 1783. Having sold 
his entire possessions for Continental money, Charity, 

the only daughtn. :1nd Jess<' . the only surviving son, 
inherited the entire estate in this currency. The 
money greatly deprec i:~ted in v:~lue while it their 
h;mds, anrl Jes se~~ one time ga,·c a hundred-dollar 
bill for a j;~ck-knife . Jesse Carter, father of the 
subject of this sketch, was born in Guilford county, 
North Carolina, in q64 . " ' hen he was quite young 
he marri ed 1\Iary Hains. The spirit of adventure 
which animated th eir forefathers would seem to have 
been inherited by the descendants, for with the west
ward march of civilization they were found among 
the pioneers. Soon after their marriage they moved 
to near Murphysboro, Tennessee, where she died, 
leaving two children. They were sent back to her 
friends in North Carolina, and Jesse moved to Crab 
Orchard, Lincoln county, Kentucky, in r8r I. In 
r 8r2 he married Sarah Dyhouse, and by this union 
they had ten children, five of them now living. She 
died in April, r83 r. In rS.v he married Mary 
Sword, with whom he lived but one year, when she 
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teaching and followed that profession for iwo 
terms. In the summer of 1890 she taughta &chool 
five miles from home, walking to and fro from her 
work morning and evening tbat she might he with 
her fath er. Feeling that he needs her care utHI 
nttention, she now r emai ns with him all the time. 
Mr. Tumlinson is a stanch advocate of Republican 
principles, but his infirmities prevent him from 
taking an active part in politics. He is a consi~t

ent and faithful member of the Methodist Epis
co pal Church, in which lle is now Class-Leader, and 
is an upright man, esteemed for his many excel
lencies of character. 

~
. ON. JACOB WENTWORTH ROGERS, of 

~~~ the firm of ,J. W. Rogers & Son, attorneys
at-law and real-estate dealers of West Union, 

·~ enjoy~ the clistinction of having been tbe 
first white man to settle on the original plat of tltis 
city, an d to liave be'"n prominently iclentitlecl with 
tlte public interests of the city and county ever 
since. Judge Rogers wr.s born in Moultonboro, 
then Strafford County, N. H., on ' the 15th of 
August, 1820. His parents were John and Ann!\ 
(Wentworth) Rogers. both n:ttives of New Eng
land. The father was a son of Daniel and MarH1a 
(Hurd) Rogers, who were also natives of New 
England and of Engltslt descent. Daniel Rogers 
~erved os a soldier in the Revolutionary War and 
for many yc:;n-s made his home in New Hampshire. 
where ,John Rogers wns horn. His death occurred 
in 1824, when his son Jacob 'vV. was a lad of fou r 
years. The mother, also a native of the Granite 
!-:~tate , married again, beeoming the wife of Samuel 
Rogers, and in 1831 they removed from l\Ioulton
horo, N. H., t.o Bethel, Vt. 

The subject of this sketch accompanied h is 
mother to Bethel anrl attended the public schools 
of that place. He also harl the benefit of a few 
terms of instruction in an academy, but is indebterl 
more for his education to self-instruction by the 
ligbt of tlie old-fnshionecl fire-place than to regu
lar scholastic training. In September, 1843, he 
emigrated to the great ·west, then just opening up 

to settlement. He landed in Sontllport, Wis., 
now Kenosha, but did not remain long in that 
place, continuing on his way to Belvidere, McHenry 
County, IlL , near where be engaged in teaching 
sdwol. Having taught five terms, in April, 1845, 
he went to Monroe, Wis., where he taught four or 
five terms and also engaged in the mercantile hu~i
ness in company with JaCCIU LyBrand. 

In Belvidere, IlL, February 25, 1848, Judge 
Rogers and Miss S:uah J. Simons, daughter of 
J'Jhn and Adelia M. (Burbank) Simons, were mat·
ried. 1\Irs. Rogers was born in Berlin, Cueunngo 
County, N.Y., April14, 1830. During their resi
dence in Monroe one child, a daughter, was born 
unto them-Ada Augnsta, February 25, 1849, now 
tbe wife of Elisha 1\f. Eggleston, of Denver, Colo. 
The younger children were hom in West Union, 
Iowa. In SejJtember, 1849, the Judge started for 
this State, accompanied by his wife and daug·hter 

, and his partner, Mr. LyBrand. Th1:y reached the 
site of W"est Union, in what is now Fayette County, 
then 1\ part of Clayton , on the 7th of September of 
that yenr. T!te two gentlem en hnd been to Iowa the 
previous July and .bad bought an interest in a sixty
acre tract of land · of William Wells, who had 
selected .it · as a site fo.r a town. which he jwoposed 
to cal! )Vest uriion. On their return, Messrs. Rogers 

. & Ly ~rand brought with them a stock of goocts anct 
Oj)enccl a store in Mr. Wells' cabin. This was the 
IHsi mercantile .house in West Union. Soon after 
their anival they laid out the town, wllich is situ
ated 01i the northeast quarter of section 17, Town
ship 94 north, range 8 west. In October following 
.Judge Rogers began the erection of a. residence on 
block 17, the first house builL on the original plat, 
1\lr. Wells' cabin being outside. The house was 
built of hewn logs, was a story and a half in 
height. and tl:e dimensions were 18x26 feet. Tbe 
roof was made of shakes and the I umber for the 

. floors and finishing was hauled from Elkader, 
· Iowa. At length it was complet.ed, and on Christ

mas Day of 1849 Judge Rogers and his family 
took possl'ssion. Soon after locating in West 
Union. he and !tis neighbors petitioned for the 
establishment of a post .office at that point. wliicl1 
was granted , an:l the post-office of ·west Univn 
was instituted .January 29 , l 850, being ibe first 
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one in Fayette C0unty. Mr. Rogers was appointed 
Postmaster and served one year , when he resignecl, 
being succeeded by Daniel Cook who built th e 
second house in the place. 

The first white child born in West U11ion was 
Oscar Wentworth Rogers, the Judge's second child 
and eldest son. He was born October 2, 1850, 
wedclcd Miss Mary F. Putnam May 30, 1874, and 
is the junior partner of the firm of J. W. Rogers 
& Son. The three other children of the family are: 
Anna Adelia, who was born January 2, '1852, be
came the wife of Charles F. Babcock December 
15, 1874, and is now residing with hei· parents, 
her husband being deceased; Omar Azro, who was 
born August 3, 1854, and manied Lizzie Overman 
May 17, 1880, ha~ for several years been engaged 
in farming in CaliforniR; Frances, born November 
23, 1856, on.the 30th of November, 1875, became 
the wife of ,John S. Snmpson, Jt·., and died in 
West Union February 27, 1883. ' 

. On locating in West Union, Judge Rogers en
gaged in tl:le real-estate business , locating, enter
ing, buying and selling lands, which enterprise he 
carl'ied on <_Inite extensively. He was a strong 
anti slavery man from his earliest conceptions in 
regard to politics and became identified with the 
LilJeral party while a resiclent of Monroe, Wis. 
By it he was nominated for tlte Leg·islature, but 
his party was not sufficiently strong to secure his 
election. In 1850 he was appointed the first Clerk 
of the Court for Fayette County and served two 
years. In 1854, previous to the organization of 
the Republican party, Judge Rogers was the first 
in -Fayette County to move for a public meeting 
to organize that r~arty and through his instru
mentality such a meeting was held in Wr.st Union. 
He suggested the name of True Republican party 
and the name as since used was finally adopted 
at that meeting. Earlier in the same year lte was 
elected to the Legislature by the Anti-Nebraska 
party ancl served two years. For some years be has 
been devoting considerable attention .to law. While 
setving as Clerk of the Court and in connection 
with his real-estate business, he was admitted to 
the bar on .tbe 1st of June, 18155, but at that time 
only practiced n year , as he was elected County 
Judge in August, 1857. Being re ,elected in August, 

1859, he served until January, 1861, when he 
resignerl. In the spring of that yr.ar be purchased 
the office of the B eview, a weekly paper of \Vest 
Union, and changing the name to the Repub
lican BJra, issued the first number of the paper 
April 10 of that year. Finding the business too 
confining, he disposed of the paper antl devoted 
his attention to the real-estate business. In August, 
1862, he raised a company for the late war, of 
which he was elected Captain. With his troops 
he was mustered into the service on November 
4, as Company F, Thit·ty-eighth Iowa Infantry. 
He participated in the sieges of Vicksburg, Ft. 
Morgan, Brownsville, Tex., which continued from 
November, 1863, to July 26, 1864, and was mus
tered out at his request December 31 , 1864, on 
the consolidation of his regiment witll the Thirty
fourth Iowa Infantry. 

On his return from the war the Judge resumed 
real-estate business and also purchased a farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres situated one mile 
northwest of the city, which lle cultivated two 
years, but made his home in tile 'city and con
tinued to operate in real estate. He resumed prac
tice again in .lune, 1875, sineo which time he hall 
been constantly at work, except an interval of a 
few months spE:nt in California. He went to the 
Pa.ci fie Const in October, 1872, and engaged in the 
real-estate business in San Francisco until Decem
ber, 1873, when he returned to West Union. In 
June, 1875, the existing firm was formefl by the 
admission of Osca1· W. Rogers to a partnership 
with his, fathet·. The Juclge maintained his connec
tion with the Republican party llntil 1884, since 
which time he has been identified with the Pro
hibition party. He was the canrlidate of that party 
for Attorney-General of Iowa and for Judge of 
the Supreme Court. There were three points in poli
tics on which the Judge has never varied in his 
opinions-his opposition to human slavery, his 
earnest convictions in favor of prohibition and the 
justiee of female suffrage. 

From the first settlement of 'West Union and 
Fayette County, Judge Rogers has always been 
foremost in support of every wortby enterprise 
that was calculated to benefit the people of his 
city, county and State. He was actively con-
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nected wiLh the early movements to secure rail
way communica tion for his section of the State 
with the world, and to that end labored in the 
interest of ti.Je IJuilding of a road from Dubuque, 

Io.wa, to Pembina, Minn ., which was to pass 
through West Union. He also advoeated voting 
local aid to the roatl fwm McGregor to Sioux 

City and was active in the support of tlle projected 
Burlington , Cedar H.apids & Norti.Jern Railway, 

during its ineeption and construction. He once 
lost his re-election to the Leg islat ure by seven
teen vo tes on accoun t of hostili t ies grow ing 

'JUt of his support of a liberal p olicy on the 
part of th e people toward railroacls. Among the 
many fir st things and happenings pertaining to 
the settlement of \.Yest Union, with which Judge 
Roge rs has been identified , should be mentioned 
Lh e building of the first schoolhouse and the exami
na tion of the flrst t eacher employed in the county. 
The last-mentio ned even t was rath.er informal as it 

l1appened while the Judge was hoeing in a field 
one day. The regularly constitute<i school ofticials 
came to him witu a candidate for the position of 
teacher, whom they r equested him to examine. 
L eaning on his hoe , the Judge conducted the 
examination whicu resul ted in the teacher getting 
n ce rtificate and a contract for the school. Among 
other local affai rs , the Juclge was one of those who 
were active in securing the location of the county 
sea t in West Unibn, and in aiding in the construc
tion of the county bt.iilclings. In manner Judge 
R ogers is plain and unassuming, genial and cordial. 
He possesses a keen appreciation of the humorous 
in life,' makin~ his com panionship very enjoyable . 
[n his reli g ious views he is broarl anct liberal a ntl 
leans toward the U niversa li st idea that rrll will 
Pnjoy a chance for hap piness in a future state. 
In his views on the sul.J jec t of temperance he is 
very pronon t~ecd and has done goorl work in pro
moti ng th(' success of reform in that direction. 
In all the relations of life he has ever been esteemed 
for uis unswerving integrity and manly indepen
dence in defence of his honest convictions. His 

r rrl'llest patriotism was shown in his devotion to 

th e Union cause rlurin g the late war, an<i was 
strongly exprcss(' d in a set of rcsolulions which he 

dr:tftell and wh ich were nclopted by the officers of 

the Thirty -eig-htu Iowa Infantry, at New Madrid, 

Mo., in the spring o f 1H63. Our space will not 
11dmit of th eir presentation here but they will IJe 

found on pages 426 and 427 of the old Fayette 
County History unrler the hearling of "From the 
F'tont." He bas never been a member of any secret 
organizalion, believing tha t 1 hey are unnecessary 
in a Republican government, anct that they do not 
tend to the promotion of th e public interests . 

bON. LESLEY B. MATTOON, l\:L D., State 
Senator, wns born in Hermon, St. Lawrence 
County , N. Y., on tlte 29th of April, 

Q) 1847,anrlisason of James anrl l\1ary A. 
(\Vlteeler) l\lattoon, boUt of whom were natives of 
the Empire State where they grew to years of m~
turity and were married. Upon the breaking out 
of the Rebel lion tlt e father and three sons enlisted 
in the Uni on army and while thus engaged in his 
country 's service the death of James .M:atioon 
occurred Jniy ::l, 1862. Vincent served for nearly 
three years ' as one of the boys in blue ~nd then 
returned home, whil e John was killed at the battle 
of Cbancellorsville. Tile Doctor and a sister com
plete the family. 

Our subject is th e only one who has followed a 
professional career. He was educated in the com
mon schools and \Ves leyan Seminary of Gouvern
eur, N.Y. Although quite young he entered the '-, 
servi ce August 30, 1864, becoming a member of 
Hattery C, First ~ew York Light Artill ery and was 
hon omlJly discharged ,Jun e 17, 1865. H e partici 
pntecl in the second battl e of Hatchies Run, the 
·err pt ure of FL. Stedn1an and the captnre of Peters
l.Jurg . On returning home, he again attended school 
through th e winter season and in the spring of 
18GG emi .g ratecl westward, locating in Dodge 
County, Wis ., where he worked upon the farm in 
the summer season and taught school rluring the 
winter months. It was his desire to make the prac

tice of me<lieine his life work anrl in le!sure IJOnrs 
he g:we his aiten tion to the study of that profess ion . 
To fLll'ther fit him se lf , in 1873 he enterc·d the Ben
nett Medical College of Cllicago, from which he 
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