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Former Scott Legtslator

Rlley Dietz Dies At 65 2

ercy A. Dictz, 65, Walrott promi-. R e et (.' y N
_ nent Scott County businessman and for- iy et

~mer legislator, -died ' Saturday at St.
Luke's Hospital where he had been ad- - . |
" mitled earlier in the day after suddenly % o

“becoming ill.
Death was attributed to a massjvc
heart attack.. . . : e -

As his mosl recent undertaking, Mr.'
Dietz helped organize the lowa Property
Taxpayers Assn. and'was serving as its g W Y

“first president. The: organization was :
formed last spring during the *“‘revoll” RILEY. A, DIDTZ

against spiraling property taxes. :
one ol lhe chief items on ll:e program of

- During his five terms in the Towa
_ bt Gov, Harold E, Hughes, a Democrat whu'
House of Representatives, from 1955 to took office in 1963,

1965, he was a conlroversial figure but
highly respected by both Republicans . Dietz also was.a leader in selllns a
; and Democrats, law passed lc;:alumg use of cigarelle
i AP Wirepnote . vending machines.” Despite the fact. one
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galizing them in: lhe state for many

. years.

- publican colleagues by his" outspoken
; support -for repeal’ of Iowa’s right te
2% work laws to legalize the union shop.
v -.* - DIETZ, a craggy, stockymanwuh

s presslonotamanha:datwork
) After he was' de{eatédinme 1964
'+ . Democratic landslide when he rantor’,
" the Towa Senate, Dietz tumed lobbyist
'~ for several of his “pet” bills. He made
_' another try for the Senate: in 1966 but
. was_defeated in the Republlcan primary
by Roger. Jepsen, Davenport, who two
. years later was elected lieubenant gover-

nor.
“In- the leglslatwe dxambu's Dletz
was well knows for his debating style -
blunt, * no-nonsense, monosyllabic. ‘Al-
though he came from mehigfst:;nst?ot:;
‘most populous counties,
res1dency at Walcott and the- siﬁplicity
- of his language won him respect’among -
_ the predominantly rural membe:s of the
legmlature

x expressed in a guest editorial he wrote
- for Davenport Newspapam in 1961

“THE CONSTI'IUTION of Towa sel.

He was a "Ione wolf”-among his Re-

His ,philosophy ‘ of gwemment was
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shop' of the League of
Municipalities.

AFTER THE five h
the committee will he
drafting sessions tfo
make changes sugge:

" municipal officials. T

- draft of the document

submitted to the 1971

all agree, is a good thlng." Dietz wrote
Mr. Dietz was born in North Dakota,

' May 17, 1907, but the family returned to ’
Scott Cmmty a year later fo occupy the .
Walcott- home that had been his grand-
father's since 1847. The grandfather,
Philip Dietz, also was an Towa legislator,

© serving two terms from 1885 to 1889. '

‘. Mr. Dietz graduated from Davenport

 broad shoulders, always. gave the_ ml—~m]-hgh -School:- He never enrolled In col- = -

lege but dld Isake _some nlght sehool

work

MR DIETZ mamedV‘lina Pahl o[.'
Blue Grass in 1924. Hé farmed until 1930,
:. then became associated with Ecommy

" Roofing and Insulating Co. He was in fhe . . ..
elecirical contracting business from 1942 population,~the ¢

t0'1955, and became owner-operator of
- Powell’ Roofing ' Co., Cedar Rapids, in-
' 1959. In recent years, he had been in the
~ insurance and income tax business,
. | .Mr. Dietz was state president of the
_Juatices of the Peace afid Constables As- .
sociation of Iowa in 1953 and. 1954. For
“years he was host at ‘an annual fish fry_

~at his 'summer camp on the Cedar River ~

near -Moscow sponsored by the eastem 5
Iowa branch of the association.

The ‘event was one of the highlights
: ol’ polltical aclivity, atiracting both Re-

- publicans and Democrats fmm all parts
* of the state, *°¢
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us a system which requires us to ‘make ~
“haste slowly.” All kinds of interests —
* sectional, political, trade groups, people
"7 " on different economic levels — are all’ L
"I % assured a hearing. -

";obviously good bill through the Towa
- as a bad thing. But it is also very diffi-

a. “cult to work a bad bill through the legis-
- lative mill. And that, I am sure we will

“It is very difficult to rush even-an '
 Legislature, That is deplored by all of us

—— T Besideshis wife, Mr. Dletz is sur-
vived by daughters, Mrs. Louis (Edith)

" Harksen, Walcott; and Mrs, Raymond -
(Helen) Muhs, Eldridge; -sons, Donald,
Walcott; Emmett, Canoga Park, Calif.,
and Riley Jr., North Las Vegas, Nev.; 19
grandchildren; a brother, Donald, Stew-
art, Fla.,, and his stcprnother, Mrs.
Christina Dxetz, Walcott.

The body is at the Runge Funeral
Home, Davenport,
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County businessmen and for- Honorary pal. -earers are: the
mer legislator who died Sat- Jack Schroeder =enator Har- ley.

urday at St. Luke's Hospital, old Thordsen, ongressman
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at the Runge Chapel. Burial Jack Miller, Chz-'es “Casey” Se
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