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" C.JOSEPH COLEMAN

A HOES T K
~~Home

" Clare,-

- rence. Burns.

AL AFA B W4 RARBRARSLYF

. CLARE - C. Joseph. Cole-

" man, 79, of Clare, passed. away

_on Friday July 26, 2002, at the
. Bickford Cottages. -

Funeral services wrll be held_

- on Tuesday at 9:45 in lhe chapel
of -~ Laufer-
sweiler-Siev-:

‘Funeral
and
10:30 a.m. at’
- St. Matthew!'s ¥
Church in
~with
the Rev. Lau-

- officiating” at’
" -the. Mass of

. Christian Burial, Burial w1ll be in -

St. -James- Cemetery, Clare.

. _Friends may call after'4 p.m. on

 Monday. There will-be Knights
of Columbus Rosary at 6:30p.m.
and a vigil for the deceased at 7
p.m, all “at the funeral home.

Joe is survived by Polly, his:
wm_ of 48 years: sons, C. Joseph. _
~Democrat.: He held this position
for 34 years, a record in the State
cof Towa.-As Senator, Coleman
“held- every leadership position in
_ the Towa Senate, including Presi-
dent. Pro Tem of -the Scnate. He.
~was- appointed by Governor
“Hughes to the.lowa Development
‘Commission, served on the Ap-
propriations ‘Committee for 30 -
‘years; and was a charter member .-
-of the 520 Highway Association.

§ ‘Kevin Gerard, and. Kerry.
Flg,ht nrmmk:hlidrt.n also survive

as waII as a brother Dan-Coleman

~of New York:
.. Delores Roe

and sfive sisters,
of Des Moines,

© Denis¢. Ritschel of Peoria 11l
. Patricia Coleman of Fort Dodge,

- Marcia Castricone of Las Vegas,
Nev., Karen Tuohy of Ft. Wayne
Ind., many nicces- and- néphews,
and one aunt Cecelia Bales of

~ Manson. ‘He “was preceded in”
- death by a-daughter, a son, his fa- :

* ther. Daniel, his mother; Geneva,
-and a:sister, Dorothy Ry:m of
. Lincoln Neb.

C. Joseph Colcm.m was born
~March: 14, 1923, to:Daniel and

" Geneva Coleman of Clare: He at-

" tended St.. Matthews elementary
"~ and high school inClare, attend-
~ed Towa Stite College in Ames,

-and graduated from Bradley Uni-
versity in Illinois.. After .college

““he went to work for the Towa

. Conservation Service. On: Octo-
- ber 27, 1945, he married Kather-

* ine Ann.Burken of Des Moines.

I .They had threc' children: -C.

Joseph-Jr., attorney-at-law in Fort

. Dodge: Candace Ann, deceased; -
< and  Kevin- Gerard,

Shakespeare at Lenox. Mass.

~+ Katherine passed away of cancer’
~in Decerriber 1950.

- On January 16, 1954, he rﬁ'lr-

GLADYS R. MCCHESNFY

RDOCIAVIET T ~ITvV

Director of

- “lowa. They-had two sons: Kerry,
.who farms  at Clare,’ and Ray-;
“mond, deceased. - .

In 1947, Joe began his farrn-_
ing career on the Coleman Centu-

ry ‘Farm with ‘his father, and
resided -on the farm until' his

‘death. For thirty years he raised

seed corn for the -Garst -and

_'Thomaﬁ Comp’my He was Web-..
o ster County s:Outstanding Young
"Farmer.in 1957 and was a Slate_

finalist for the-honor..

- In his.sojourn of life, Joe: was.
_.an originator, He was the. first -
" President of the Iowa Soy Bean
- Association, serving for 1 1 years.
" He 'was also the President of the:
-+ American Soy Bean Association.

In- furtherance of. the: associa-

as far away as Taiwan, China,

‘Munich, Germany, dt‘ld Mexlco

City, Mexico..

Always-the student’ nl‘ hlqmry:-'
‘and avid.teacher, he pursued his.
desire for politics. He was elected

as a State-senator in 1956,.as a

In 1976 he' was apointmented to

the State Bicentennial Commit-:
“tee, and'in 1996 the ‘Seqquwen-.-
tennial Commission. '

He was always interested in To-
cal projects. In 1976, he “pro-
cured- one million dollars: for the
Brushy Creek Project and was an
avid sugporter of the project, see-

ing it to fruition. He also. served.
“as.a director of the Union Trust &
Savings - Bank, “United ' Central-

Bank First: Interstate Bank and

~Boatman's Bank. He was instru-
“mental. in securing.the dredging
- of ‘Twin Lakes, making .it the.
~ recreational area it is today.

He was a lifetime member of
St. Matthews Catholic Church in

Clare, and lifetime member- oflhe
+ Knights of Columbus, being a
4th Degree Knight. ' el
' Memorials may be left to the

“discretion- of .the family. or. to

lowa Terrltorlal aﬂ&gté) g Il_égglgl‘&y&hegfﬁh %ﬁ%bﬂ@é 'by %M&Fé Qrde% Q mgg:etate Hlstorlcal Somety of Io(/va.'l_% ; 7ge§ Mﬁes Iowa. &
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‘Richard. A. Lindberg, 87, of

: Fnendqhip Haven, died Saturday,

July 27, 2002, at Tompkins
Memorial Health Center. '
- Graveside- sérvices “will be
held .on Tuesday July 30 at -1
p.m. at-theSt.”Olaf - Cemetery,
‘with  the . Rev.
William. Trembly - officiating.
There will.be no .Vis_i'latiOn', “The

‘Laufersweiler-Sievers: Funeral
~ Home: is in charge of arrange—

ments. -
Richard was preceded in death

¢ by his parents George zmd Juha
“ (Omann) Lindberg.

Richard A Lmdberg was born
‘December 30,1914, on the fam-
ily farm-in Elkhorn Township,

tion’s goals, his travels took him.. He attended school in Moorland.

graduating - from thé *Moorland

High School. He ‘was .united 'in

marriage to Kathryn Klein .al
Corpus Christi-Church. The cou-
ple established their-home on'the
family farm in Elkhorn. Town-
ship. His wife-Kathryn taught for
many years at the Moorland com-

- munity school..She passed away
-.in 1989. Richardspeiit nearly his

entire Jife being raised and work-

- mg on the family f'u'm

Amnnr, antist Esphyr -
Slobodkina dead at 93

GLEN HEAD, NY (AP) —
Esphyr ‘Slobodkina,  an abstracl

-artist who wrote ‘and illustrated
_children’s bookv. dled Sunday

She was 93..

Slobodkma wrote “Caps for
Sale,””* which tells the tale of -a
cap. saléesman  who-encounters a
band " of _playful “monkeys who

-take his caps up a tree. First pub-
“lished. in 1938, the book conhn
-ues to sell steadily. :

Born ‘in Slberla. Slobddkma

_came-to the U.S. at age 20 and

got_her.start 'in_children’s books

~during the Depression, when she

illustrated several books by Mar-
garet Wise Brown, the author of
“Good nght Moon Mites ol

" FUNERAL HOME -

-~ '307 S. 12th:St..
" Fort Dodge, 1A 50501
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them apprised. '

Reaching the men, who were
believed tobe in a 4-loot high
chamber, was sometimes painful-
ly slow. Drilling a rescue shalt to
the men, age 30 1o 55, didn’t be-
gin until more than 20 hours after
the accident, because workers had
to wait for a drill rig to arrive from
West Virginia. And drilling was
halted carly Friday morning be-
cause a 1,500-pound drill bit
broke after hitting hard rock about
100 feet down,

See MINERS, Page 2A

By SANDY MICKELSON
Messenger staff writer
livery time o driver makes a
right-hand turn at a red stop light,

he has retired Democratic Sen. C,

Joseph Coleman to thank for that.

Every time a child splashes on
the shore of Twin Lakes, Cole-
man can be thanked for that, too.

Legislation for the right turn
on red and the dredging of Twin
Lakes are among the bills the for-
mer senator considered his most
important work.

Coleman, a legislator longer
than any other person in state his-
tory, died Friday at Bickford Cot-
tages. He was 79,

FFuneral services will be at
0:45 . Tuesday in the chapel
ol Laulersweiler Sievers Funeral
Home and at 10230 aomen S
Matthew  Catholic Chureh n
Clare, Burial will be in SU James
Cemetery m Clare

Friends may call at the funeral
home alter b pane Monday.
There will be o Kmghts ol
Columbus rosary at 6,30 pon
Monday tollowed by a vl Ton

See COLEMAN, Page 2A

-

yo . . . L
Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

nose o “awaken i,

The history ol dragon houtimy
cian be traced back to 295 3.7,
A man named Qu Yuan. from
the Chinese Kingdom ol Chu,
threw himsell into the NMi Lo
River in a desperile protest
against the corrupt government.
Local fishermen jumped” into
their boats and raced to save Qu
Yuan, but were unsuceessiul.

Dragon boating is one ol (the
most popular events on the Chi
nese calendar todav, second on
Iy to the Chinese New Year,

There are more than 20 focal

hoat GONICENSOBUL G
and Hag catcher.,

[eats consisted ol two drag
on boats racing agaimst cach
other Tor time, Time s called
when the lag cateher grabs o
[Tag ot the finash lime and throws
iomto the water, Teams were
chosen tooenter the semibhinal
and Tmal races based on the (o
il time ol their heats

The Brinsh Anways Huorri
canes were one ol the mterna
tonal teims Giking part e this

See BOATS, Papge 2A

MICHELL
team durir

~ Former Sen. Joe Goleman
longtime lawmakenr, dies

AFTER JOE COLEMAN was clected Senale fnﬂ]orily whip, his

Ressaengor Do phioto

secretary presented him with a real whip. Coleman, 79, served
a record 34 years as an lowa lawmaker e died Friday.

for mos
with a c
or show

" Business ...

Classifieds

TV Hﬂ(_!k
Financial..
lowa.........

The M¢

www.n

e-mail: edit

7
g H

For dellver
1-800-622-

e.MessHnner:On-lne: www.h

R



[

2A The Messenger/Fort Dodge, lowa

Sunday, July 28 2002

PAGE 2

Coleman o m e

-

the deceased at 7 p.m.

The former senator died of
cancer alter being at Bickford
Cottages for about three weeks.
Ie was diagnosed with cancer 12
years ago and had surgery *at
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.,
at that time, and recovered from

“the surgery.

. “Aboul three years ago, there
wats i recurrence, and he was not
expected to live.” said his daugh-
ter-in-law, Sam Coleman, He re-
covered then, too,

“We expected to lose him on
Tuesday,”™ she said. “The hos-
pree nurses said, “We just don’t
Anow how to predict this be-
ciatse Joe Coleman’s the only
one who's ever graduated from
hospice before. But he was able
to fight the battle and wait for
his one son to arrive.”

Family gathered at Coleman’s
hedside carly Friday afternoon,™
she saad, “We had this beautiful
cirele.”

Alter a lfew hours, with Cole-
man  holding on, most family
members went to dinner or went
haome. A son, Kevin Coleman,
wits expected to arrive at 9:40
p.m.; the senator died at 9:42

p.m., with his son, Joe Coleman
Jr.. and Sam at his side.

1 am fully convinced that it
was his way of showing us that
he waited,” Sam Coleman said.
“He was a very unique, and a
very special man. I'm sure we'll
be surprised at the number of
people who step in and say.
*Your father helped me once
when I needed help.” I think there
are hundreds ol people out there™
with stories like that.

Family members agree it was
Colemin’s love of the people that
kept him in polities for so long.

“He loved being a senator.”
Joe Colemgn Jr. said. “He really
enjoyed being with the people:
He turned down the chance to be
lieutenant governor because he
loved working with the people.”

The younger Coleman said his
father had once been asked by
Gov. Harold Hughes to run for
the position of licutenant gover-
nor, but he declined. He didn’t
wint to leave the Legislature. He
wanted to stay in contact with the
people he represented.

“Not only did he know every
blade of grass in Webster Coun-
ty. he knew everybody's name,

o
Mlners Continued from Page 1A

100,” Joe Jr. said. “Even after he
quit politics, he felt responsible
for the people he knew and
loved.”

The younger Coleman talked
casily about his father and his fa-
thers work; a catch in his throat
belying the calm once he started
to talk about early family life.

“After my mother died until he
remarried, he raised my brother
and me as a single father,” Joe Jr.

said. “He did a wonderful job. -

IUs something for which I'll al-
ways be grateful.”

It wasn't always an casy mat-
ter. though.

Sen. Coleman stood his ground
on anything that mattered to him,
even under threats.

“When they were talking about
vending machines for cigarettes
in Towa, Dad received a lot of
threats,” Joe Jr. said. ~*They want-
¢d him to vote for the machines.
He was a smoker himself, but he
thought it was inappropriate to al-
low machines where anyone
could get the cigarettes, At that
time. we had people watching my
brother and me when we went to
school. Dad never buckled.”

The issue of mandated use of

A second -rescue shaft was
started and it wasn't until Satur-
day that measurable progress was
being made on both shalts.

Pumps bad been draining the
mine of some 50 (o 60 million gal-
lons ol water for days, but it was
not known how much, if any, water
had been in the chamber where the
miners were believed to be.

The rescuers worked cautious-
ly toward the” miners because
they feared compromising a hol-
lowed-out section of coal seam
believed to be about 4 feet high,
which may have been partially

bit Friday that delayed the effort
by 18 hours.

Even though there had been no
contact with the miners since
Thursday when tapping was heard
on an air hole, workers had re-
mained optimistic they were alive.

“If there's any slogan (among
the rescue workers) it’s *nine-for-
nine,”"" Schweiker said before the
drill broke through. **We're bring-
ing up nine of our guys.™

Atmospheric devices were in
place to measure the levels of
oxygen, carbon dioxide and
methane in the chamber, said

Helicopters were standing by
to whisk miners from the scene
55 miles southeast of Pittsburgh
to hospitals, and medical person-
nel were set to immediately treat
injuries or hypothermia.

Nine decompression chambers
also were at the scene. Medical
personnel said the air pressure on

.the miners could be as much as is
experienced at 40 feet underwater, |

and the men could suffer the bends
— bubbles in the bloodstream
caused by rapid changes in pres-
sure — once they were rescued.

Air was being pumped into the

They suffered gut-wrenching  of the Mine Safety and Health  than 100 degrees in the hope that

sethacks, including a broken drill

Administration,

it would warm the men.
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t00," Joe Ir. said. “Even after he
guit politics. he felt responsible
for the people he knew and
loved.™

The younger Coleman talked
casily about his father and his fa-
ther’s work: a catch in his throat
belying the calm once he started
to talk about carly family life.

“After my mother died until he
remarried, he raised my brother
and me as a single father,” Joe Jr.
said. “He did a wonderful job.
[t's something for which I'll al-
wiys be grateful.”

It wasn’t always an casy mat-
ter. though.

Sen. Coleman stood his ground
on anything that mattered to him,
even under threats.

“When they were talking about
vending machines for cigarettes
in Towa, Dad received a lot of
threats,” Joe Jr. said. *“They want-
cd him to vote for the machines.
He was a smoker himself, but he
thought it was inappropriate to al-
low machines where anyone

could get the cigarettes. At that

time, we had people watching my
brother and me when we went to
school. Dad never buckled.”

The issue of mandated use of

e
it Friday that delayed the effort
1y |8 hours.

Even though there had been no
contact with the miners since
Thursday when tapping was heard
on an air hole, workers had re-
maiped optimistic they were alive,

“If there's-any slogan (among
thg rescue workers) it’s ‘nine-for-
nfi®"’" Schweiker said before the
dri!" hroke through. **We're bring-
in_  nine of our guys."™

Atmospheric devices were in

place to measure the levels of

oxygen, carbon dioxide and
methane in the chamber, said

—————= ey

Helicopters were standing by
to whisk miners from the scene
55 miles southeast of Pittsburgh
to hospitals, and medical person-
nel were set to immediately treat
injuries or hypothermia.

Nine decompression chambers
also were at the scene. Medical
personnel said the air pressure on

.the miners could be as much as is
experienced at 40 feet underwater, |

and the men could suffer the bends
~— bubbles in the bloodstream
caused by rapid changes in pres-
sure — once they were rescued.
Air was being pumped into the

seat belts caused a lot of griel for
the senator, too. it seems.

“There were cartoons in the
Register about his being against
seat-bels,™ Joe Jr. said. "He was
totadlly in Lavor of them personal-
Iv and for his Fmily. He just
thought it was & government in-
trusion. and he thought we had
wiy oo much government,

“He thought the same thing
about motoreyele helmets. He
thought anyone who rode @ mo-
toreyele without a helmet was
foolish, but he thought here are
some arcas the government just
ought to stay out of.”

[t was the abortion issue in the
1990 election that linally beat
him, Joe Jr. said.

“He lost by 137 votes to Jim
Kersten, but Dad was never
against  women’s rights. His
problem was there wasn™t enough
knowledge as to when life began,
The first thing. he always said, is
to do no harm. And he was al-
ways like that” y

IU's that common

sense dip-

proach to life and politics that
kept Joe Coleman such a power-
ful man in the lLegislature. He
said in the 1991 interview with
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at belts caused a lot ol grief for
¢ Senator, oo, il seems,
“There were cartoons in the
dgister about his being against
at-belts,” Joe Jr. said. “He was
tdly in favor ol them personal-
and for his family. e just
ought it was a government in-
ision, and he thought we had
1y oo much government,
“He thought the same thing
out motorevele helmets. e
ought anyone who rode @ mo-
reyele without a helmet was
olish, but he thought here are
‘me areas the government just
1ght to stay out of.”
[t was the abortion issue in the
190 election that finally beat
m, Joe Jr. suid.
“He lost by 137 votes to Jim
ersten, but Dad  was  never
ainst women's  rights.  His
ob'  was there wasn 't enough
10w .geas to when life began.
1e lirst thing, he always said, is
do no harm. And he was al-
ays like that.”
s that common sense ap-
oach to life and politics that
pt Joe Coleman such a power-
I man in the Legislature. He
id in the 1991 interview with

Sen. Joe Coleman

Former Sen. Joe Coleman, D-Clare, died Friday. He was 79.
He is survived by his wife, Polly; three sons, C. Joseph Jr.,
Kevin Gerard and Kerry; and eight grandchildren. .

B He won election to the Webster-Hamilton County Senate
seat in 1956, losing in 1990, making his 34-year stint in office

an lowa record. _
B Coleman was instrumental in the development of Brushy

Creek project and sponsored the resolution getting a $1 million
appropriation for it in 1967. ‘

B Coleman was president pro tem of the Senate in 1978-80
and served as assistant minority and majority leader, _
m Coleman was appointed to the lowa Development Commis-
sion and served on the Appropriations Committee for 30 years.
He was a charter member of the 520 Highway Association.

M Coleman started farming with his father on the family's Cen-
tury Farm at Clare, and he lived on the farm until shortly before
his death. He spent the past three weeks at Bickford Cottages.
B Coleman raised seed corn for 30 years and was Webster
County’s Outstanding Young Farmer in 1957. o
| Coleman served as president of the lowa Soybean Associa-
tion and the American Soybean Association.

The Messenger that “lowa proba-
bly has the cleanest Legislature
ol any state in the country.™ with
the fraud, vote buying and “chi-

canery™ elsewhere staying out of

the state.

“Part ol it may be our rural. en-
vironment.” he said at the time.,

“There was never i hint of sean-
dal with Dad.” Joe Jr. said. “He
wis controversial, but he was as
honest as the day was long.”
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