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2. Marriage (s) date place 

; 

3 S r. f. t t f 1 --. 1qn1 ~can even s or examp e: 

A. Busi~ess.&-w +/~-r /3LM~~ 

C. Professlon 4~ ;' ~ 

4. Church membership ~+1.1?'1~ a.v~ 
5. Sessions served sr: si"', ~~ lfS'3-('?J9 

6 P bl . Off' sM &tff( ~ /t?~r- /P~¥ 
. U lC 1CeS 

11- . . ··1 
A. toe a 1 I _i;;;6~C-/ m;tw j.<t*:t(u 

B. State a:Jvft.L&Vt?tute<i:. K1fb 

c. National _______________________________ ~~-
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Drunken driver se·ntenoed 
·to. 7 year$:for·fatal crash 

Grant will help schools 
~Jtuy i.nformation systems 

\ ' \ . 
Tile-R ... ,_., IoWa HtWI Strvlct-·· ···- -- · 

' DECORAH, lA. - Luther College 
. and the. Decorah'School District have 
received a $50,000 grant from the 
Iowa-Department of Education for a 

· project to give l~tuden_ts n~w _types of 
access to educational material. · 

., 

: With the grant, the Decorah school-; 
wlll develop four model clas~rooms 
ln which teachers and students will 
use computers to retrieve informa· 
tlon stored electronically on video­
discs, computer data files and 
read-only ~mpact discs. 

i ·-- ·- ·-·-- •. ___ ... ·::~ ;-"· 

( ' ' 

' · .. -/· 

ln:UifS Uot:IU CU. CUIA ...,UUUio,1 "CU& VII lUI" tilt: I"'UIA ...,..,UUio,1 UIO..,oou .. ---· • CIUCI"ft. ""'-'UI'"""" 

$57,500 bond. ment;- He would not -say whether --round tier-aoouf 
Lee, unable to speak because of her weapons were among the items. ly after she st 

injuries, Monday jotted notes provid· According to detectives, Lee !_Det a m~nt. She bad • 
ing details of the attack tb Polk Coun- · man near Seventh · and Crocker ..,t•y in an east! 
ty Sheriff's Department detectives. . streets and voluntadly went wSth blm was in danger < 
Authorities sal!l Monday's interview in his car. Lee was driven by the man she was rescuet 
with Lee was "relatively brief" and to the 4400 block of Northeast 54th Lee desert!) 
they hope to learn more when Lee's . . Avenue,· near the Avenue Frederick white man fro 

. condition improves. · M. Hubbell hiterchange with Inter- about 6 · feet I 
She was in serious condition Tues• state 80. hair. 

day, and authorities expected her to Investigators said the man ordered- . Lee told inv• 

School bus dri~ 
-~ ! 

· By PATRICK BEACH·and MARYCHALLENDER 

-~-

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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- _/·~ thugb~ 
a~~--~u'r.s of 

. World War II hero, top 
. Ray aide Vermeer dies 

;::.,~ ~'yat 
,1·.._~ Cemter. my and allowed !Vermeer] to capture 
1 IJ" .- J ~ar at · h 
edlc--, ~ vith . Continued from Page 1M · eJg t others." , 
3 p.~..--a.e:• · In 1946, Vermeer returned borne to 
1. ~...,..,.- ·gatberedatTerraceHill'inthespring farm and raise a family. He bad 

r-=_.., ... ~- •.··ene ~ ~ ,_.., ... ~ of 1981, when Vermeer retired. At attended Central College in Pella for 
~~· .-ruts; that farewell party he confessed that two years and Calvin College in Micb-

a._,tJ~ ~nde be struggled with his decision to join · igan for a time, but he had no degree. · • 
.Mgr_rse5 • ~Jil aod Ray because the two seemed poles He often told friends that he regarded 

01 ~f:J. d her · · 
1nd ...,~~ :JJ #J _.-f~IJ apart· politically. But,. the unlikely this as a shortcoming, but friends and 
· o·nSJ.• ~0"'.. pair made history; Ray was governor critics credited Vermeer with good t:z .,. _...,..~_.,.,..,.. r .. 
A·lee•- ....,..,_..,... for a reeord 14 years. and Vermeer judgment and an exceptional ability 
~·- ::-.s. · Nee · ,d ~-~~~ was with him for 13 of those years.· to get things done . 

• llt a.O~ -ao~tli. Vermeer was born and reared on a Eventually, he became a Central · 
tt'J ..,.. Marion County farm near Pella. College trustee, served on the Pella 

. 9 9· ·.,eral He attended Pel.la High Sebool, National Bank's board of directors rom f., -
at tbe where be wanted to try ou_t for athlet- and the Reformed Church's consisto-

. ~o· :_ rJ . ic teams. But the two-mile walk - ry and was .involved with Pella's his-
~IP' ..,. four miles a day - to and from · torical activities. · · 
· ~jces school left him too little time, so his While in the governor's office, Ver-
~- se[:fi"it"!t.. interest tdrned to hunting. meer was old enough to be the father 
nursdBd'j-~5c!~~ · Vermeer's father taught him how of other aides, but he won their re­
dwar . rt~ i itY· to use black powder to ~load shotgun spect and Ray referred to him as a 
st l;oi~Je10.,~ C tiSt. shells, but be .and a brother discov- ··"balanCing wheel" for an otherwise 
ay Ul .• ,1 6(:1etJ iS- 'eted another use for it:. Told to cut up young staff. One of those young aides. 
15, 1 cott~ttl d · a downed cottonwood tree, the two David Oman, said recently that 
va"·""'"" .rtf ·IJII boys discovered that tbey could. drill "after. you literally go hand to hand 
1 30_ yeS.ve~tY boleS in the logs, fill them with' black with the Nazis, nothing that happened 
t the '(JJJI JJ1dJIItY powder and split the logs with a. blast. around th~ Statehouse ever bothered 
ood coJJ1. .,ife, Later, as a demolitions officer in Dutch a whole lot. He was good for aU 
ved bY ';:~s.dgb~ the elite U.S. Army Rangers, Ver- . of us to have around.". . 
Boone; baiJl; ttf rneer, fought . in some of World In the. early 198fJs, Vermeer's 
of Netr lood 1 v . health began to fail:· doctors said he 1

10d· cbt'ldte. o: . A. War ll's b iest batt es. ermeer s . h . 
.....- · outfit bit the Normandy beaches, suf- ad chronic heart and respiratory 

•ill~. ~ 
~ . .,_, .. 
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fering 75 percent casualties. Ver- problems. Vermeer once told a friend 
meer's Silver Star citation gives -that, in his waking hours, he had 
some·idea of the intensity of that . ··smoked a cigarette every 20 

• minutes for 50 years." 
action: · · · · · . Services .will be at 11 a.m. Friday · 
.. "Raving landed the preceding day at the Second Reformed Church in 
on the strongly fortified enemy-held Pella with burial in Oakwood Ceme­
beacb, 1st Lt. Vermeervolunteeredto tery. Friends may call ar the Van­
lead a patrol ... to destroy an enemy Dyk-Duven. Funeral Home in Pella' 
observation post which had held out today or Thursday. The family will 
against previous assaults for receive friends.from 7 to 8:30p.m. 

· 36bours. Under devastating fire and Thursday. 1 

. subject to constantly exploding gre- He is survived by his wife, Jeanette 
nades, [Vermeer], accompanied by of Pella; four sons, Tom of Mount 
another, moved forward while cov- Pleasant, Richard of Davenport, Bill 

. ered by the remainder of the patrol of Ames and Jim of Cedar Rapids; a · •./ 
and succeeded in placing a heavy daughter, Ann Stienstra of Cedar 
cbarge of fused TNT in an aperture in Rapids; three brothers, Gary, John H. 
the observation post. The resulting and Harry. all of Pella, and eight 

· el[plosion destroyed tbreeof the ene- grandchildren. · 

· Centenille teache.r suspended for month 
A Centerville High School teacher 

bas been suspended for a month with-
,#_\ '!fr ~~:r: 

action against Pauley, a teacher at 
Centerville High for 13 years, had 
~" h~'?f'd o~ the r!'><>nm""'"~""-·' · 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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The CHRO:\ICLE Frid:n, \LlY 26, 1989-3..\ ~ .. - .. .. 

Vernteer ervices today 
Elmer H. "Dutch'' Vermeer, one of 

lo'>', a's top honored World \Var II hcr­
ocs and a top aid to former Gov. 
Robert Ray, died of cmphyscrn~ in 
his Pella home Tucsda,· . .\i:lv 23. He 

.' .. 
WJS 68. 

As a demolitions officer in the U.S. 
Army Rangers, Vermeer fought in 
some of W\VII's bloodiest battles. 
His ·unit suffered-a 75 percent casual­
ty loss_._. \vhcn it hit tl1c Normandy 
b·2~Khes. Vcrrnccrvoluntccrcd to lead 
a p:1trolto ckstroy an enemy obscrvJ­
tion po:,t, v.·hid1 h:1cl he lei out ~1gainst 
J'fC\lOus assults for 36 hours. Under 
fh.',l\ y rirc :tThl C\pJoding gcrnaclCS, 

Vermeer and another so !tiler placed a 
charge ofTuscd TNT in an opening in 
the observation post. The explosion 
killed three of the enemy and allowc.(.l 
eight others to be c:1pturcd. VemH_·~..~r 
was awarded the Silver StJr ror his 
act tun. 

As a Republic:m IX)Iitician, Ver­
meer served 10 years in th ... ~ Jo\va 
House of Representatives. After his 
retirement, Robert Ray asked him to 

- co-chair .the gubernatorial campa­
gain. Ray \VJS governor for 1-+ years, 
and Vermeer \vas \\.ith him for 1.1 
yc:~rs. fie retired in 1()8 I. 

In the e~_i_rly____J98 Os, V ennccr~' ,_,_-. ~~­
he;.ilth began to fail. Doctors said h~ 
fnd chronic heart and respiratory 
problems. 

Se~:.viccs for Vcnnc-cr \vill be Fri:.: 
tby, May 26, I 1 a.m., at the Second 
Reformed Church. Burial will lX' iw 
Oak\vood Cemetery. 

Vermeer is survived by his wife: 
Jcancllc: fou·r sons, Tom of i\1ount· 
Pleasant, Richard of Davenport, Bill··· 
of Ames and Jim of Ced:1r Rapids: a 
cbughter, Ann Sticnstra of Cedar 
Rapids; three brothers, Gary, John H. 
and Harry of Pella: and eight 
gr:l ndc hi hire n. 

- ' 
' ,, ~ . "-. 

/ 

Van W eel den to address 
r . ' I . ' ., 

£Ol~cc· at-
(..-"' ' . 
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History of Pella, Iowa 

1847-1987 

Sponsored by the 
Pella Historical Society 
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a one-rOfOm log cabin had been built.. The 
cabin, wlhich is described as having a large 
fireplare at the SIOuth end, sleeping qiJ81"ters 
on the Seicond floor, reached from the <>titside 
by meams of a ladder, was lighted by tallow 
candles ~made by Mrs. Vermeer. In this .crude re thre family .lived for 12 years. 

(.__ armimg in their new world meant umrem­
•. · ng toil. The sod, which needed tlio be 

broken fmr cultiWltion, was thick, tough., and 
required a s_trong plow drawn by six a.:en to 
tear it utp. Much work, including harvesting, 
was donE by hand. Wildlife, turkeys, ducks, 
deer, antli quail were important sources of 
food. Their presence, however, had its draw­
backs, fmr Brant Vermee.r is said to have lost 
his first .harvest of corn to the deer and 
turkeys. 

In 186il7 Brant Vermeer purchased a 160-
acre f8l'JDl, one of the finest in the East Pzairie 
Region, m.mile nearer tO: Pella. After Antlhonie 
was mamiied, Brtmt movea to Pella. Following 
the deatlh of her husband, Mrs. Vermeer lived 
in the 90D block of Broadway w a hoUIIIe still 
standing: •On the west side of the street. 

Whethrer or not Mr. and Mrs. Vermeer had 
·joined thre Secession of 18.34 in The Nether­
lands, wedonotlmow. Wedo~theytook 
their relijgion seriously and, upon arrival in 
Pella, identified themselves with the inde­
pendent •church of the Reverend Scholte. 
When thle Christiian Reformed Church. was 
organizecli, they transferred their allegiance 
to this bmdy. 

Brant Vermeer was born on Jan. 2, 1798, 
and die<:l! May 5, 1872. His wife, Teunetje 
Kruklancli Pothoven Vermeer was born on 
Dec. 30, l.805, and passed away on JaB. 24, 
1890. Threy are bmied in Black Oak Ceme-

/,. Tw~ of their sons, Anthonie and Gerrit, 
( e twiiRS. They shared Oct. 14, 1843, as 
'--~~ ir bidthday. Anthonie died on Dee. 17, 

1920. He and his wife, Alida De Bruia, had 
eight soms: Brant, Jacob, Tunis, Will, Otto, 
John, Getrrit, and Neal. Mrs. Vermeer passed 
away on Dec. 18. 1915. 

Gerrit .married Hendriks De Bruin.. The 
father of ,()De son;; Jaoob G., and five daugh­
ters: twims Tonnetta, Mrs. Adrian (Jim) Vu 
Houweli-.g and Minnie, Mrs. Peter Tys~~~eling; 
Bertha, Nrs. Art B. Van Donselaar; Jennie, 
Mrs. Nickolas Meppelink; and Mattie. Mrs. 
Henry J8111Sen. Gerrit Vermeer died 0111 May 
30, 1923 .. Mrs. Vermeer preceded him by 28 
years, piHSSing away on Mar. 30, 1895. . 

Hendriick, hom Dec. 5, 1845, married 
Johanna Coeling on May 9, 1873. He died 
July 30,11:927, and MTS. Vermeer on Nov. 21, 
1937. Their children were: Tonia, who Jived 
less tbaru two yean; Willem; Tonia (Nettie), 
·Mrs. COII'llelius Huyser; Brandi us (Bert); 
Roelena (Lena). Mrs. Jacob G. Vanden 
Bosch; Hlenry; and John Paul (Paul). Hen­
drick Vemm.eer passed away on July 30,1927; 
Mrs. Vemrneer, 0111 Nov. 21, 1937. 

The lllfllterial 011 Brant Vermeer was taken 
from the Vermeer History, published by Gary 
and Hara;y Vermeer in 1963 and written by 
Mrs. Johm C. Vander Hart (Ruth Tysseling); 
ProfessouJ.G. Vanden Bosch (deceased);.and 
Stanley .B. Vermeer. 

0 
by Elmer Vermeer 

VERMEER, BRANT 
F767 

Brant Vermeer, his wife and four sons came 
to Pella in 1847 from Mooi, Lunteren, The 
Netherlands. His wife was Teuntje Pothoven. 
They were on the ocean 48 days in a small 
sailing vessel. Food was scarce and bad, and 
much illness was on board. The trip from 
New York to Iowa City was made by train. 
There they bought a yoke of oxen, a team of 
horses and two wagons. Roads were rough 
and muddy. Otto Hendrick, a small boy of 
eleven, wandered off and was later found by 
other travelers and returned to the, Dutch 
wagon train. 

In 1867, Brant Vermeer purchased 300 
acres of land one mile east and one mile north 
of Pella. This has remained in the family to 
this day. Brant Vermeer had four sons: Otto; 
Anthonie; Gerrit; and Hendrick. 

Hendrick, later Henry H., yo~mgest son of 
Brant, was married to Johanna Pauline 
Coeling in 1873. From this union were born 
seven children: Tonia, Willem, Tonia 2nd, 
Brandius, Rolena, Otto, and Paul. 

Otto Hendrick, (Henry H.) manied Nettie 
Bogaard in 1912. From this union three 
children were born: Johanna Pauline, Earl 
Nicholas, and Henry Willard. The family 
lived on a farm two miles east of Pella known 
as the Muchikanoch Farm. On it .is located a 
spring which is the beginning of Muchika­
noch Creek that flows into the Des Moines 
River. In 1947 Hendrick and his wife moved 
to Pella and resided there until tlheir death. 
One -SOD, Earl Nicholas, attended Pella 
Community Schools. His sister, Johanna 
.Pauline also attended Pella Community 
Schools. J. Pauline went into Dursing and 
t.lter married Nicholas Jelles of Grand Ra­
pids, Mich. Earl N. went on to Central 
College and then was drafted into the U.S. 
Air Force in 1941. He was stationed at 
Williams Field, Ariz. for four years and three 
months. Mter returning home he married 
Etta Joan Kallemyn of Pella. Earl began 
work at the Vermeer Manufacturing Com­
pany when that company was formed. In 1956 
he joined the Marion County State Bank of 
Pella and became the manager of the unique 
.. Windmill Bank". Earl is a member of the 
First Christian Reformed Church of Pella, 
American Legion, Chamber of Commerce, 
treasurer of the Salvation Army, and member 
,of the Pella Historical Society. 

His wife Etta Joan is Elementary Librarian 
at Lincoln School and active in civic and 
:SChool activities. She is also a member of First 
Christian Reformed Church and very active 
in politics. Earl and Etta Joan have three 
girls: Barbara, flight attendant with Pan 
American Airways; Debra Billingsley, of 
Fairfield, Ia., a teacher there and married to 
James Billingsley, Vice-President of Dexter 
Manufacturing Company. They have two 
,girls: Laura Janelle; and Kristen Sue. Beverly 
Wagner, of Marengo, is a teacher and is 
married to John Wagner. a lawyer- judge. 
They have a daughter, Sarah Jo. and a son 
Daniel. All three girls graduated from Central 
College of Pella, Ia., and were active in local 
and school activities. 

Earl reminisces about his boyhood days in 
Pella when the ,family ~~~ld !!Pei!d a whole 
day with relatives fishing in the Sk:urik River. 
A feast was then had by all. As a boy, he and 
his father would hitch up the wagon with 

wheat and take it to the Blommer's Mill to 
have it ground into flour. Earl had a pony cart 
and two ponies and would gather neighbor­
hood children for rides. On Sundays the 
family would go by horse and a surrey to 
church. Services were in the Dutch language 
and lasted two hours. Many times the family 
would stay in town with relatives for dinner 
and then attend the afternoon services again. 

As a boy, Earl remembers the excitement 
of threshing time_ Then relatives would 
combine work and share the threshing ma­
chine. Earl remembers being a water boy and 
running errands from house to machine. 
Later when he was older he would run the 
bundle wagon. The weather would be hot and 
the chaff would cling to one's skin. In those 
early days all work was done with horses and 
few machines. Work on the farm improved 
greatly by the time Earl was ten years old. 
There were more machines and it required 
less time to do the field work. Winters were 
the least desired; stoves would go out during 
the night leaving it cold to dress in the 
morning. Water had to be chopped free from 
ice to obtain it, and hands would be rough and 
sore. But when summer came all that would 
be forgotten, and many enjoyable times were 
had. 

Those early days are memorable in many 
ways, but life was not easy and lacked many 
conveniences. One likes to reminisce about 
those days but not to relive them. 

by Mrs. Earl (Etta) VerMeer 

VERMEER, ELMER II· 
F768 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Vermeer 

September 20, 1946, was the wedding day 
for Elmer Harry Vermeer and Jeannette 
Vivian Lankelma. Elmer (Dutch) Vermeer is 
the son of Jacob (J.G.) and, Anna Haven 
Vermeer. Dutch, two monthspremature,was 
born on his mother's 25th birUiday. There are . 
four brothers in the family: Gary J ., co­
founder and chairman of the board of 

637 Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.



Vermeer Manufacturing; John H., co-foun­
der and present owner of the Pella Nursery 
Company; Dutch, retired; and Harry G., 
owner and chairman of the board of the 

·· · '.~"··· · arion County State Bank . .All four still live 
( ·) Pella, and al~ of them attended Plain View 
\ .. .Jchool through the eighth grade. 

Dutch graduated from Pella High School 
in 1938 and attended Central College for two 
years and Calvin College, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., for one year prior to enlisting in the 
regular army in the summer of 1941. He was 
stationed at Fort Belvoir, Va., where he 
entered officer's training school and graduat­
ed as a 2nd Lieutenant. Dutch was assigned· 
to the 2nd Engineer Battalion of the 2nd 
Division, quartered at Fort Sam Houston, 
San Antonio, Tex. From there the Division 
was moved to Camp McCoy, Wis. 

Following the winter maneuvers in the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan, the 2nd Divi­
sion was sent overseas and landed in North­
ern Ireland in the fall of 1943~ In January of 
1944, Dutch volunteered and joined the 2nd 
Ranger Battalion as their demolitions officer 
in Bude, England. He made the landing at 
Pointe du Hoc on the Normandy Coast on D­
Day, June 6, 1944, with the Rangers and was 
awarded the Silver Star for blowing up the 
observation post on the Pointe. He fought 
through Brittany, Northern France and the 
Battle of the Bulge and was in Czechoslova­
kia on V-E Day. 

Separated from the service, Dutch began 
farming first with brother John H., and then 
on his own when he and his wife moved to a 
farm about four miles west of Pella on 

/.)'ghway 163. His wife, Jeannette (Jay) 
( vian Lankelma, born Apr. 23, 1924, was the 
"· · aughter of James V. and Ethel Guthrie 

Lankelma. Dr. Lankelma was a practicing 
dentist in Pella for 57 years, and Mrs. 
Lankelma was the first home economics 
teacher in the Pella Public School system. 
The Lankelmas had three children: Jean­
nette, the eldest; Ethel lone, Mrs. E.M. Piche, 
born Sept. 8, 1926; and John William (Bill), 
born Oct. 4, 1927. lone lives in Elmhurst, Ill., 
and Bill in Marshalltown, Ia. 

The Vermeers have five children: Thomas 
E. (Tom), born Oct. 26, 1948; Richard L., 
June 4, 1950; William H. (Bill), Nov. 1, 1951; 
James E. (Jim), Apr. 2, 1955; and Ann 
Kathryn Vermeer Stienstra, Aug. 21, 1958. 
Tom and Sharman Lange Vermeer live in Mt. 
Pleasant, Ia., with their two children: Lucas 
James, born Apr. 19, 1974; and Mary Cathryn 
(Katie), Dec. 16, 1977. Tom is an accountant 
with the Crystal Forest Company of Fairfield, 
Ia., and Sharman is a teacher. 

Richard and Kathleen (Kathy) Kessler 
Vermeer live in Davenport, Ia., where Dr. 
Richard is in charge of the emergency services 
at St. Luke's Hospital. They have four 
children: Anthony James, born Nov. 30, 1966; 
Carol Anne, July 17, 1968; Monica Brooke, 
Mar. 20, 1970; and Nicholas Kessler, June 2, 
1978. Bill and Janice (Jan) Utter Vermeer 
live in Chandler, Ariz. They have one daugh­
ter, Jeanna Marie, born on June 4, 1973. Bill 

Q. employed as an engineer with Garret 
gineering of Phoenix, Ariz., and Jan is a 

spiratory therapist. 
Jim and Kimberlee (Kim) Miller Vermeer 

have one son, Brant, born on Mar. 31, f984, 
named for his great-great-great-grandfather, 
Brant Vermeer. Jim is a production engineer 
for Iowa Electric Light and Power, and Kim 
is a book manager for Teleconnect. They live 
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in Cedar Rapids, Ia. Ann, born Aug. 21, 1958, 
and her husband, Wayne D. Stienstra, also 
live in Cedar Rapids. Ann is a traffic engineer 
for Telec:onnect, and Wayne is a carpenter. 
. ·'Fhe-f~~~mily moved from the farm home on 

the highway in 1958 to their present home 
three-quarters of a mile south. In 1953 Dutch 
was elected to the Iowa Legislature on the 
Republican ticket. He served in the House of 
Representatives five terms and as Speaker 
ProTem in 1957. In 1960 he was instrumental 
in founding the Pella Nursery Company with 
his brother, John H., and EarlL. Pohhnann. 
The partnership was terminated in 1971 
when John acquired sole ownership. 

Dutch served as co-chairman for Robert n 
Ray's campaign for Governor of Iowa in 1968. 
When Ray took office, he appointed Dutch 
one of his administrative assistants, in which 
capacity he served until 1981. He was the 
Governor's liaison with a great number of 
state departments, including the Iowa Na­
tional Guard, Liquor Control Commission, 
Public Safety, State Conservation Commis­
sion, and the Historical Departments. He was 
also the liaison with the Legislature. 

Dutch has been a member of the board of · 
the Pella National Bank and a member of the 
board of trustees of Central College for many 
years .. In 1980 he was awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree from Central for the 
work he had done toward the passage of the 
Iowa Tuition Grant Program. A firm believer 
in the COIIlservation of the land, he has been 
a member of the Marion County Conserva­
tion Boat"d. He has been both an elder and 
deacon in the Second Reformed Church of 
Pella and is also a member of the American 
Legion a:ad the Veterans of Foreign Wars. An 
active Republican, he has served as both a 
precinct committeeman and Marion County 
Republie:an Chairman. A long-time member 
ofthe Pella Historical Society, he is presently 
an ex-officio member of the board, and is a 
member of the Iowa State Historical Society. 

A life-member and past president of the 
Ranger Battalions Association of World War 
II, since 1969 Dutch has attended every 5-
year D-Day celebration held on the Nor­
mandy Coast on June 6. He was present in 
1984 when President Ronald Reagan spoke 
to those cathered at the Pointe for the 40th 
Anniversary of the landings. 

Jeannette (Jay) Lankelma Vermeer was 
named fOil' a great-aunt, Jeannette Lankelma 
Geelhoed (Mrs. Herman). Jay graduated 
froniPella High School with the Class of 1942 
and from Central College in 1946 with a major 
in histOI'J'. In May 1943, Ruth Klein Green, 
now livi~ in Holland, Mich., was the Tulip 
Queen. Jay, along with Carol Cook Pohhrian, 
of Pella, Virginia Carpenter Ver Ploeg, West 
Des Moines, Ia., and Madeline Diekema 
Yohr, Gf'l!lnts Pass, Ore., were her attendants. 

During the 1944-45 school year, when she 
was a college junior, Jay taught in the Grand 
River, Ia., High School on an emergency 
certificate. An active Camp Fire Girl, she 
enjoyed Slpending a part of her summers at 
Camp Hamtesa, Boone, Ia. This interest in 
youth activities continued as her children 
were growing up, and Jay became a Boy Scout 
and Camp Fire leader on their behalf. 

From ]964 until1983, Jay was the Alumni 
Director at Central College. These were 19 
very happy years. While she was Alumni 
Director, Homecoming activities were expan­
ded, PaFents Weekend was instituted, the 
Wind Em;emble, under the direction of Dr. 

Thomas Cook,. 'b>ured 'i'tt'ucatan, and the A 
Cappella Choir.r, with. IProfessor Laurence 
Grooters, direet!ool", sang, ·.concerts in Europe. 
Tour groups to Yucatam and Europe, com­
prised of .alumniianil-friEIInds of Central, were 
organized by tme Alummi Office. 

Jay and her smter am:ll brother are fourth 
generation memihers of tlhe Second Reformed 
Church where a contm:llues an active inter­
est and is a mennber of tithe Ladies Aid. She 
has been a memlher of Cb&apter BU, P.E.O. for 
almost 45 years. :and has orserved in more than 
.one office. She is also a 25-year member of 
The Ladies &naal allfilll Literary Society 
(Reading Circhet was ; a member of The 
Ladies Legislatim Lea~e and of the Wom­
en's Republicam Club or Iowa. 

She shares hi!EI' husbalr.11d's interest in the 
Iowa-Yucatan H•artners ~!)f the Americas and 
in the Pella Histt«ical Sct.ociety. Jay served on 
the Bicentenniad Cornm;aittee that planned 
the local celebradion oftiae 200-year relation­
ship between t!he Unit\ed Staj;es and the 
Netherlands in ll!82. In t!ibis capacity, she was 
able to attendi ,. party -in Chicago, Ill., at 
which Queen Reatrix aw.td Prince Claus, of 
The Netherlamds, wel"fe honored guests. 
When Pella celeilrrated .nbe 50th Tulip Time 
anniversary, she lrad thE~~ privilege ofserving 
on the commitfi.ele and is!;; presently involved 
in preparations; for cell!ebrating the 150th 
anniversary of H"tlla's foounding (1847~1997) 
and is serving om the His!nory Book Commit­
tee. 

b::~W Elmer Vermeer 

VERMElKR~ GARY AND 
MATII.,.DA 

F769 

Gary J. Verm~ar was llborn Sept. 29, 1918, 
on the same farm~ where; :'his father, Jacob G. 
Vermeer, was btam. Thil!s farm is two miles 
east of Pella amd hi$ brt.cther John H. lives 
there now. Thiis fat.nr. is also the Pella 

Matilda and Gary;termeer: Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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Mr. Pierson wala member and elder of the First Presbyterian Church in Oskaloosa; 
he served on the SalV'llltion Al'IIIIQ)' Board,. the William Penn College Board of Trustees, 
the Quad County Grain Board>of Diredtors; and was a member. of the Rotary Club, 
the Men's Club, the P!enn Colleg-e Alunmi the Mahaska Council, the 

-Chamber of Commeree Ag Colmmittee. the YMCA Finance Committee, the Commu­
nity YMCA Council, and Intemmtional Flying Farmers. He 'Was active on the Mahaska 
County Republican Central Cmmmittee .and organized the Summer Sweet Corn and 
Chicken Roast. 

A Republican, Mlr. Piersomrepresented Keokuk, Mah:ask.a, and Monroe Counties 
during the Sixty-secend, Sixt}V.thil'd alllld Sixty-fourth General Assemblies. 

George N. PierSGm died .om,August 26, 1989. He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth 
of Carol Stream, Illineis; his t- sons: !Wyce of Oskaloosa and Arvid "Shorty" of Pella; 
his stepdaughter, Jllflly Picke~ of Wheaton, Illinois; a brother, Robert of Oskaloosa; 
seven grandchildrell!, three stmp-gralidc:hildren and thirteen great-grandchildren. 

{ __ ~. _·) ___ ·Now Therefore, Be It ReR.Olved .. by the House of ReJW~E~sentatives of the Seventy-
\_ _ .. General AssemlJly of [o:lmllf. That ia the passing of the Honorable George N. Pier­
·son, the State has lost an honomed citizen and a faithful and useful public servant, and 
the House by this Resolution -ould e:q>ress its appreciation of his service. ~ 

Be It Further Resolved, Rat .a copy pf this Resolution be spread upon the Jour­
nal of the House, anal that thee Chief Clerk be directed to forward an enrolled copy 
to the family of the deceased ... 

ELMER H. VERMEER 

HAROLD VAN MAANEN 
PHIL TYRRELL 
ROBERT KISTLER 

Committee 

Mr. Speaker: Your commBttee, appointed to prepare a suitable .resolution com­
memorating the life. charactmr .• and public service of the late_ Honorable Elmer H . 
.. Dutch" Vermeer begs leave 1t.o submit the following Memorial: 

Elmer H. Vermeer was bolmoi\IJuae7,1920 on a farm near Pella in Marion County. 
On September 20, l!M6 he mam-ied Jeanette V. Lankelma of Pella and they had four 
sons and one daughlter. 

Mr. Vermeer served as &.Ranger in the United States Army from 1941 to 1946 
and was awarded tble Silver Star. Following his discharge from.the Army he owned 
and operated a livestock farm' ,aear PeBa. He was a member of the Reformed Church, 
where he served on the consist.ory; the Central College Board of Trustees; the Pella 
National Bank Boanl of Direretors; the American Legion: the V.F.W.; the Natural 
Heritage Foundatiom; the Mariion County Conservation Board;. the Iowa Nur-serymens' 

Qsociation; and the State of' Iowa and Pella Historical Societies. He also served as 
National Preside.nt of the lRanger Batallions' Association. During the administra­

n of Governor RoiJert D. R1111,y •. Mr. Vermeer served as one ofthe Governor's admin-
istrative-assistant§_ -·· 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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A Republican, Mr:. Vermeer represented Marion County during tl»,e 
Fifty-sixth, Fifty-sevemth, Fifty-ninth, and Sixtieth General Assemblies. 

Elmer H. Vermeetr died on May 23, 1989. He is survived b!f his wife. Jea1tet1te'!Jf 
Pella; four soDS, Thormas of Mount Pleasant, Richard of Davenport, 
Moines, James of Cedlm' Rapids; and one daughter Ann Stienstra, also of Cedar Ha!Pillllb .··•·· 

Now Therefore, Bliillt Resolved by the House of Represeni!Jatives of the Sev~ 
third General Assemb~ of Iowa. That in the passing of the H0111orable Elmer H. V~r­
meer, the State has lO!Bt an honored citizen and a faithful and useful public servant 
and the House by this: Resolution would express its appre.ciation of his service.. ·' 

Be It Further Reswlved, That a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the Jc»ur­
nal of the How;e, and t!;hat the Chief Clerk be directed to forward an arolled c:epy · 
to the family of the deceased. __ 

DA VlD SCHRADER 
DENJNIS BLACK 
HAOOLD VAN MAANii:N 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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1930 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

You searched for Elmer Vermeer in Iowa 

1930 United States Federal Census 

Name: Elmer H Vermeer 

Home in 1930: Lake Prairie, Marion, Iowa 

Age: 9 

Estimated Birth abtiC)21 

Year: 

Relation to Head Son 

of House: 

Father's Name: Jacobe 

Mother's Name: Anna 

Race: White 

Occupation: 
Education: 

Military service: 
Rentjhome value: 

A!!:ealfirst 
tnamage: 

b. P.11arents' 
Irt place: 

Neighbors: 

View image 

Household Name 

Members: 

Age 

11/12 

1 

2/12 

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Lake Prairie~ 1\farion, Iowa; Roll 668; Page: sB; 
Enumeration District: 18; Image: 398.0. 

Source Information: 
Ancest:ry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002. Original data: United States of America~ Bureau of the 
Census. Fifteenth Q:msus of the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and 
Records Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls. 

Description: 
Containing records for approximateJy 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States Federal 
Census is the largest census released to date and is the most recent census available for public 
access. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930, and contains 
information about a household's family members and occupants including: birthplaces, 
occupations! immigration, citizenship, and military service. The names of those listed in the 
census are linked to actua1 images of the 1930 Census. Learn more ... 

Page I ofl 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=l&db=l930usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2... 10/19/2009 
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.




