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€4 near 1rvingtuon, diea Mmonday atter
the tractor he was- operating rolled
over.

® A man who died in an accident
nedr Eddyville Monday was identi-
fied as Larry Leroy Brown, 44, of Os-
kaloosa. -

'Arla Ruth Sprague, 46 of
vwmar died Sunday after her auto
crossed into the path of a car driven
by Mary Vance, 32, south of Delmar..

- Vance, of rural Delmar, was in criti-
cal condition Tuesday at an Iowa City
hospital. ¢

® Gerald Tjaden, 62, of rural
Clarksville died Sunday when he was
pinned by the bucket of a skid loader
he was using to remove.a stump.

Drunken driver sentenced
to1 years for fatal crash

The Register's lown Nows SONICO '

LAMONT, IA. — A Lamont man
has been sentenced to seven years in
prison in connection with a Septem-
ber car accident that killed three Au-
rora residents.

Robert Edward McDowell 31 was |

~charged with 3econd-offense drunken
driving and three counts of vehicular
homicide after an accident Sept. 16

south of Aurora that killed Melvin |

- and Laura Burco and Coleen Koch.
'Vchowell was sentenced in Bu-
~ian County District Court to five
_years on the vehicular homicide char-

ges and two years on th'ejr_unken_.

'ﬂnvingcharge

Grant will help schools
“buy information systems

Tho Rodmr's lovu News Service
" DECORAH, IA. — Luther College
-and the Decorah School District have
received a $50,000 grant from the
Iowa Department of Education for a
" project to giveistudents new types of
access to educational mateérial. -

With the grant, the Decorah schools
will develop four model classrooms
in which teachers and students will
use computers to retrieve informa-
tion stored electronically on video-
discs, computer data files and

UTlyg UTiu at 1 via LVWulLy vail v

-$57,500 bond. -
Lee, unable to speak becauae of her
injuries, Monday jotted notes provid-

ty Sheriff’s Department detectives.
Authorities said Monday's interview
with Lee was ‘‘relatively brief” and

.condition improves.
She was in serious condition Tues-

‘ment. He- would not say whether-

ing details of the attack to Polk Coun--

they hope to learn more when Lee’s

day, and authorities expected her to- -

AUL LT T VIA VVULILY LG 333 @ aswprems =

weapons were among the items.
According to detectives, Lee met a

‘'man near Seventh and Crocker

streets and voluntarily went wjth him
in his car. Lee was driven by the man
to the 4400 block of Northeast 54th
Avenue, near the Avenue Frederick
M. Hubbell interchange with Inter-

state 80.

Investigators said the man ordered N

aAlLlaLth VLLu L ov

“found her abou!

ly after she st
rhent. She had «
way in an east|
was in danger ¢
she was rescue
Lee describ
white man fro
about 6 feet {
hair.
Lee told inve

'WWIl hero,

top Ray aide .

By WALT SHO’I.‘WELL
Reofster Statf Writer
Elmer H. “Dutch’” Vermeer of Pel-

Vermeer dies ;

|* miles from their homes last week.

Register Staf Writers
|~ Asubstitute bus driver for Wayne
~ Community School District -has

children between the ages of 7 and
. 14 to leave the bus about seven

" been fired after he allowed nine -

' School bus dri

- By PATRICK BEACH and MARY CHALLENDER

—la—oneoﬂowa'smosthonoredWorld
War II heroes ‘and a top aide to for-
 mer Gov. Robert

‘sema Tuesday at
his rural -Pella
-home. He was 68

'Ray, died of emphy-

“To the best of my knowledge, he

. let kids off in a way he shouldn’t
- have let them off in,”” Superinten-
dent Charlie Frizzell of Corydon
said of driver Bob Engle. “He won't

_be driving anymore.”

As-a-boy

Ll Y Ver-

meer learned touse | |-

¥ explosives to split
logs. As- a man,
Lt.Vermeer used
explosives. to blow

' ELMER “DUTCH"

. VERMEER  tion post, winning
the Silver Star. 1~

. As a Republican politician, Ver-

House of Representatives, leaving of~
fice in 1964. But in 1968, Vermeer —
by all odds one of Iowa’s most conser-
vative leaders — was asked to co-
chair the gubernatorial campaign of
a young moderate; Bob Ray. _
“I was the most surprised guy in
Jowa,” Vermeer told frlends who

. VERMEER
Please turn to Page ™

_read-only compact discs.

e l " .

up a Nazi observa- |

meer served 10 years in the Iowa | 1

o e m——

7 . o '

. be taken until the dlstrict’s June

- Engle denies that he did anything )
improper or that he’d been fired. He - -
said no action on the matter would.

school board meeting. 4
" According to some of the children 8l
and their parents, Engle of Corydon
stopped the bus because the stu-
.'dents were too noisy and let the
children off to walk. - ‘ ,
Heather Niday, 11, of Allerton . drenontheb
said the trouble began about five ' “Thekids:
‘| minutes into the bus ride home his fingers b
. from Wayne Community High ‘Wake me up
School in Corydon, where all the . quiet,’ ” said
_ district’s students board buses. 'Niday.
. Shesaid Engle pulled over at the =~ Heather s
_elementary school and refused to. .ing because
. move the bus again until the chil-. on the radi
’J- 3 : ‘ : ‘ . -~i
’ ) / o
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gathered at Terrace Hill in the spring
of 1981, when Vermeer retired. At
that farewell party he confessed that

Ray because the two seemed poles
apart’ politically. But;the unlikely
pair made history; Ray was governor
for a record 14 years, and Vermeer
was with him for 13 of those years.:
Vermeer was born and reared on a
Marion County farm near Pella.
He attended Pella High School,
where he wanted to try out for athlet-

. four miles a day — to and from
school left him too little time, so his
_interest turned t hunting.

to use black powder to reload shotgun
shells, but he and a brother discov-
ered another use for it. Told to cut up

1 a downed cottonwood tree, the two

boys discovered that they could drill
holes in the logs, fill them with black
powder and split the logs with a blast.

Later, as a demolitions officer in
the elite U.S. Army Rangers, Ver-
meer ‘ fought in some of World

outfit hit the Normandy beaches, suf-
fering 75 percent casualties. Ver-

some-idea of the mtensxty of that
action:

“Havmg landed the precedmg day
on the strongly fortified enemy-held
beach, 1st Lt. Vermeer volunteered to
lead a patrol .. . to destroy an enemy
observation post which had held out
against previous assaults for

" 36 hours. Under devastating fire and
. subject to constantly exploding gre-

nades, [Vermeer|, accompanied by
another, moved forward while cov-
_ered by the remainder of the patrol
and succeeded in placing a heavy-
charge of fused TNT in an aperture in
the observation post. The resulting
" explosion destroyed three of the ene-

he struggled with his decision to join :

ic teams. But the two-mile walk — -

Vermeer’s father taught him how -

War II's bloodiest battles. Vermeer's .

meer’s Silver Star citation gives

World War II hero, top
Ray aide Vermeer dies

my and allowed { Vermeer] to capture

_eight others.”

In 1946, Vermeer returned home to
farm and raise a family. He had
attended Central College in Pella for
two years and Calvin College in Mich-

igan for a time, but he had no degree.

He often told friends that he regarded
this as a shortcoming, but friends and

critics credited Vermeer with good -

judgment and an exceptional abxhty
to get things done.

Eventually, he became a Central -

College trustee, served on the Pella
‘National Bank's board of directors

and the Reformed Church’s consisto-

ry and was,involved with Pella’s his-
“torical activities.

While in the governar’s office, Ver-
meer was old enough to be the father
of other aides, but he won their re-
spect and Ray referred to him as a

““balancing wheel” for an otherwise
young staff. One of those young aides.
David Oman, said. recently that
“after you literally go hand to hand

with the Nazis, nothing that happened .

around the Statehouse ever bothered

Dutch a whole lot. He was good for all -
- of us to have around.” '

In the. early 1980s, Vermeer's
health began to fail: doctors said he
had chronic heart and respiratory

- problems. Vermeer once told a friend . -

that in his waking hours, he had
“smoked a .cigarette every 20

minutes for 50 years.” _
. Services will be at 11 a.m.- Frxday

at the Second Reformed Church in
Pella with burial in Oakwood Ceme-
tery. Friends may call atv the Van-
Dyk-Duven. Funeral Home in Pella’
today or Thursday. The family will
receive friends.from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday v i

He is survived bv his mfe Jeaneue
of Pella; four sons, Tom of Mount
Pleasant, Richard of Davenport, Bill

of Ames and Jim of Cedar Rapids; a° *~

daughter, Ann Stienstra of Cedar
Rapids; three brothers, Gary, John H.

and Harry, all of Pella, and. eight

grandchildren.
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Elmer H.*Dutch™ Vermeer, one of
lowa’s top honored World War IT her-
0cs and a top aid to former Gov.
Robert Ray, died of emphysema in
his Pella home Tuesday, May 23. He
was 6%,

Asademolitions officer in Uu, U.S.
Army Rangers, Vermeer fought in
some of WWII's bloodiest battles.
Hmumlsuﬂlrcda 75 percent casual-
ly loss when it hit the Normandy
beaches. Vermeervolunteered to lead
a putrol 1o destroy-an cnemy observa-
ton post, which had held out against
previous assults for 36 hours. Under
heavy fire and exploding gernades,

charge of Tused TNT inan opening in
the observation post. The explosion
killed three of the enemy and allowed
cight others to be captured. Vermeer
was awarded the Silver Star for his
action.,

As a Republican politician, Ver-
meer served 10 years in the Towa
House of Representatives. After his

- retirement, Robert Ray asked him o

co-chair -the gubernatorial campa-
gain. Ray was governor for 14 years,
and Vermeer was with him for 13
years. He retired in 1081,

~and Harry of

= L
s ’ o | b | )
The CHRONICLE Friday, May 26, 1989-3A
V A service tOday
Vchnccr:mdanolhcrsolchérpl:xccd a In the carly 19805, Vermeer's

health began to fail. Doctors said he
had  chronic heart and respiratory
problems. e
Scrvices for Vermeer will be Fri-
day, May 26, 11 a.m., at the Second
Reformed Church. Burml will bc n’
Oakwood Cmmur} '
Vermeer is survived by his wife;
Jeanette: four sons, Tom of Mount- d
Pleasant, Richard of Davenport, Bill’
of Ames and Jim of Cedar Rapids: a
daughter, Ann Stienstra of Cedar
Rapids; three brothers, Gary, John H.
Pella; and cight
grandchildren, -
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a one-roiom log cabin had been built. The
cabin, wihich is described as having a large
fireplace: at the south end, sleeping quarters
on the seccond floor, reached from the outside
by meanss of a ladder, was lighted by tallow
candles mmade by Mrs. Vermeer. In this crude

__home the family lived for 12 years.

“Farmimg in their new world meant umrem-
" 4ing toiil. The sod, which needed o be
broken for cultivation, was thick, tough, and
required a strong plow drawn by six oxen to
tear it up. Much work, including harvesting,
was done by hand. Wildlife, turkeys, dlucks,
deer, and quail were important sourees of
food. Theeir presence, however, had its draw-
backs, forr Brant Vermeer is said to hawe lost
his first harvest of corn to the deer and
turkeys.

In 18677 Brant Vermeer purchased a 160-
acre farmm, one of the finest in the East Prairie
Region, & mile nearer to Pella. After Anthonie
was marriied, Bramt moved to Pella. Following
the death of her rusband, Mrs. Vermeer lived
in the 900 block of Broadway in a house still
standing -on the west side of the street.

Whethier or not Mr. and Mrs. Vermeer had

joined thie Secession of 1834 in The Nether-

lands, we: do not know. We do know they took
their relijgion seriously and, upon arriwal in
Pella, identified themselves with the inde-
pendent «church of the Reverend Scholte.
When the Christian Reformed Church was
organizedl, they transferred their allegiance
to this bedy.

Brant Wermeer was born on Jan. 2, 1798,
and diedd May 5, 1872. His wife, Tewnetje
Krukiandl Pothowen Vermeer was born on
Dec. 30, 1805, and passed away on Jam. 24,
1890. Theey -are buried in Black Oak Ceme-

__tery. Twe of their sons, Anthonie and Gerrit,

‘re twims. They shared Oct. 14, 1843, as
__4ir birtthday. Anthonie died on Dec. 17,
1920. He: and his wife, Alida De Bruim, had
eight soms: Brant, Jacob, Tunis, Will, Otto,
John, Gerrrit, and Neal. Mrs. Vermeer passed
away on Dec. 18, 1915.

Gerrit married Hendrika De Bruin. The
father of .one son, Jacob G., and five daugh-
ters: twims Tonnetta, Mrs. Adrian (Jim) Van
Houwelimg and Minnie, Mrs. Peter Tysseling;
Bertha, Mrs. Art. B. Van Donselaar; Jennie,
Mrs. Niclkolas Meppelink; and Mattie, Mrs.
Henry Jansen. Gerrit Vermeer died om May
30, 1923. Mrs. Vermeer preceded him by 28
years, passsing away on Mar. 30, 1895.

Hendriick, borm Dec. 5, 1845, married
Johanna Coeling on May 9, 1873. He died
July 30, 1927, and Mrs. Vermeer on Now. 21,
1937. Their children were: Tonia, who lived
less than: two years; Willem; Tonia (Nettie),
‘Mrs. Cornelius Huyser; Brandius (Bert);
Roelena (Lena), Mrs. Jacob G. Vanden
Bosch; Hienry; amd John Paul (Paul). Hen-
drick Vermeer passed away on July 30, 1927;
Mrs. Verrmeer, om Nov. 21, 1937.

The material on Brant Vermeer was taken
from the Wermeer History, published by Gary
and Harry Vermeer in 1963 and written by
Mrs. Johm C. Vander Hart (Ruth Tysseling);
Professor J.G. Vanden Bosch (deceased); and
Stanley JI. Vermeer.

by Elmer Vermeer
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Brant Vermeer, his wife and four sons came
to Pella in 1847 from Mooi, Lunteren, The
Netherlands. His wife was Teuntje Pothoven.
They were on the ocean 48 days in a small
sailing vessel. Food was scarce and bad, and
much illness was on board. The trip from
New York to Iowa City was made by train.
There they bought a yoke of oxen, a team of
horses and two wagons. Roads were rough
and muddy. Otto Hendrick, a small boy of
eleven, wandered off and was later found by
other travelers and returned to the Dutch
wagon train. .

In 1867, Brant Vermeer purchased 300
acres of land one mile east and one mile north
of Pella. This has remained in the family to
this day. Brant Vermeer had four sons: Otto;
Anthonie; Gerrit; and Hendrick.

Hendrick, later Henry H., youngest son of
Brant, was married to Johanma Pauline
Coeling in 1873. From this union were born
seven children: Tonia, Willem, Tonia 2nd,
Brandius, Rolena, Otto, and Paul.

Otto Hendrick, (Henry H.) married Nettie
Bogaard in 1912. From this union three
children were born: Johanna Pauline, Earl
Nicholas, and Henry Willard. The family
lived on a farm two miles east of Pella known
as the Muchikanoch Farm. On it is located a
spring which is the beginning of Muchika-
noch Creek that flows into the Des Moines
River. In 1947 Hendrick and his wife moved
to Pella and resided there until their death.
One son, Earl Nicholas, attemded Pella
Community Schools. His sister, Johanna
Pauline also attended Pella Community
Schools. J. Pauline went into nursing and
later married Nicholas Jelles of Grand Ra-
pids, Mich. Earl N. went on to Central
College and then was drafted into the U.S.
Air Force in 1941. He was stationed at
Williams Field, Ariz. for four years and three
months. After returning home he married
Etta Joan Kallemyn of Pella. Earl began
work at the Vermeer Manufacturing Com-
pany when that company was formed. In 1956
he joined the Marion County State Bank of
Pella and became the manager of the unique
“Windmill Bank”. Earl is a member of the
First Christian Reformed Church of Pella,
American Legion, Chamber of Commerce,
treasurer of the Salvation Army, and member
of the Pella Historical Society.

His wife Etta Joan is Elementary Librarian
at Lincoln School and active im civic and
school activities. She is also a member of First
Christian Reformed Church and very active
in politics. Earl and Etta Joan have three
girls: Barbara, flight attendant with Pan
American Airways; Debra Billingsley, of
Fairfield, Ia., a teacher there and married to
James Billingsley, Vice-President of Dexter
Manufacturing Company. They have two
girls: Laura Janelle; and Kristen Sue. Beverly
Wagner, of Marengo, is a teacher and is
married to John Wagner, a lawyer — judge.
They have a daughter, Sarah Jo, and a son
Daniel. All three girls graduated from Central
College of Pella, Ia., and were active in local
and school activities.

Earl reminisces about his boyhood days in

Pella when the family would spend a whole

day with relatives fishing in the Skunk River.
A feast was then had by all. As a boy, he and
his father would hitch up the wagon with

wheat and take it to the Blommer’s Mill to
have it ground into flour. Earl had a pony cart
and two ponies and would gather neighbor-
hood children for rides. On Sundays the
family would go by horse and a surrey to
church. Services were in the Dutch language
and lasted two hours. Many times the family
would stay in town with relatives for dinner
and then attend the afternoon services again.

As a boy, Earl remembers the excitement
of threshing time. Then relatives would
combine work and share the threshing ma-
chine. Earl remembers being a water boy and
running errands from house to machine.
Later when he was older he would run the
bundle wagon. The weather would be hot and
the chaff would cling to one’s skin. In those
early days all work was done with horses and
few machines. Work on the farm improved
greatly by the time Earl was ten years old.
There were more machines and it required
less time to do the field work. Winters were
the least desired; stoves would go out during
the night leaving it cold to dress in the
morning. Water had to be chopped free from
ice to obtain it, and hands would be rough and
sore. But when summer came all that would
be forgotten, and many enjoyable times were
had.

Those early days are memorable in many
ways, but life was not easy and lacked many
conveniences. One likes to reminisce about
those days but not to relive them.

by Mrs. Earl (Etta) Ver Meer
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Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Vermeer

September 20, 1946, was the wedding day
for Elmer Harry Vermeer and Jeannette
Vivian Lankelma. Elmer (Dutch) Vermeer is
the son of Jacob (J.G.) and Anna Haven

‘Vermeer. Dutch, two months premature, was

born on his mother’s 25th birthday. There are
four brothers in the family: Gary J., co-
founder and chairman of the board of




Vermeer Manufacturing; John H., co-foun-
der and present owner of the Pella Nursery
Company; Dutch, retired; and Harry G.,
owner and chairman of the board of the
Marion County State Bank. All four still live
-\ Pella, and all of them attended Plain View
wchool through the eighth grade.

Dutch graduated from Pella High School
in 1938 and attended Central College for two
years and Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Mich., for one year prior to enlisting in the
regular army in the summer of 1941. He was
stationed at Fort Belvoir, Va., where he
entered officer’s training school and graduat-

ed as a 2nd Lieutenant. Dutch was assigned’

to the 2nd Engineer Battalion of the 2nd
Division, quartered at Fort Sam Houston,
San Antonio, Tex. From there the Division
was moved to Camp McCoy, Wis.

Following the winter maneuvers in the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan, the 2nd Divi-
sion was sent overseas and landed in North-
ern Ireland in the fall of 1943. In January of
1944, Dutch volunteered and joined the 2nd
Ranger Battalion as their demolitions officer
in Bude, England. He made the landing at
Pointe du Hoc on the Normandy Coast on D-
Day, June 6, 1944, with the Rangers and was
awarded the Silver Star for blowing up the
observation post on the Pointe. He fought
through Brittany, Northern France and the
Battle of the Bulge and was in Czechoslova-
kia on V-E Day.

Separated from the service, Dutch began °

farming first with brother John H., and then
on his own when he and his wife moved to a
farm about four miles west of Pella on
Highway 163. His wife, Jeannette (Jay)

jvian Lankelma, born Apr. 23, 1924, was the
«aughter of James V. and Ethel Guthrie
Lankelma. Dr. Lankelma was a practicing
dentist in Pella for 57 years, and Mrs.
Lankelma was the first home economics
teacher in the Pella Public School system.
The Lankelmas had three children: Jean-
nette, the eldest; Ethel Ione, Mrs. E.M. Piche,
born Sept. 8, 1926; and John William (Bill),
born Oct. 4, 1927. Ione lives in Elmhurst, I11.,
and Bill in Marshalltown, Ia.

The Vermeers have five children: Thomas
E. (Tom), born Oct. 26, 1948; Richard L.,
June 4, 1950; William H. (Bill), Nov. 1, 1951;
James E. (Jim), Apr. 2, 1955; and Ann
Kathryn Vermeer Stienstra, Aug. 21, 1958.
Tom and Sharman Lange Vermeer live in Mt.
Pleasant, Ia., with their two children: Lucas
James, born Apr. 19, 1974; and Mary Cathryn
(Katie), Dec. 16, 1977. Tom is an accountant
with the Crystal Forest Company of Fairfield,
Ia., and Sharman is a teacher.

Richard and Kathleen (Kathy) Kessler
Vermeer live in Davenport, Ia., where Dr.
Richard is in charge of the emergency services
at St. Luke’s Hospital. They have four
children: Anthony James, born Nov. 30, 1966;
Carol Anne, July 17, 1968; Monica Brooke,
Mar. 20, 1970; and Nicholas Kessler, June 2,
1978. Bill and Janice (Jan) Utter Vermeer
live in Chandler, Ariz. They have one daugh-
ter, Jeanna Marie, born on June 4, 1973. Bill
~e_employed as an engineer with Garret

igineering of Phoenix, Ariz., and Jan is a
respiratory therapist.

Jim and Kimberlee (Kim) Miller Vermeer
have one son, Brant, born on Mar. 31, 1984,
named for his great-great-great-grandfather,
Brant Vermeer. Jim is a production engineer
for Iowa Electric Light and Power, and Kim

is a [sokrcaalowe T Brrifbait @anthStatellingidiaters CalkgiibrRepsepilbitbyivaentdessdndcsiatl ajftorState
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in Cedar Rapids, Ia. Ann, born Aug. 21, 1958,
and her husband, Wayne D. Stienstra, also
live in Cedar Rapids. Ann is a traffic engineer
for Teleconnect, and Wayne is a carpenter.

.The-family moved from the farm home on

the highway in 1958 to their present home
three-quarters of a mile south. In 1953 Dutch
was elected to the Iowa Legislature on the
Republican ticket. He served in the House of
Represemtatives five terms and as Speaker
Pro Tem in 1957. In 1960 he was instrumental
in founding the Pella Nursery Company with
his brother, John H., and Earl L. Pohlmann.
The partnership was terminated in 1971
when John acquired sole ownership.

Dutch served as co-chairman for Robert D.
Ray’s campaign for Governor of Iowa in 1968.
When Ray took office, he appointed Dutch
one of his administrative assistants, in which
capacity he served until 1981. He was the
Governor’s liaison with a great number of
state departments, including the Iowa Na-
tional Guard, Liquor Control Commission,
Public Safety, State Conservation Commis-
sion, and the Historical Departments. He was
also the liaison with the Legislature.

Dutch has been a member of the board of
the Pella National Bank and a member of the
board of trustees of Central College for many
years. In 1980 he was awarded an honorary
Doctor of Laws degree from Central for the
work he thad done toward the passage of the
Towa Tuition Grant Program. A firm believer

" in the comservation of the land, he has been

a member of the Marion County Conserva-
tion Board. He has been both an elder and
deacon im the Second Reformed Church of
Pella and is also a member of the American
Legion amd the Veterans of Foreign Wars. An
active Republican, he has served as both a
precinct committeeman and Marion County
Republican Chairman. A long-time member
of the Pellla Historical Society, he is presently
an ex-officio member of the board, and is a
member of the Iowa State Historical Society.

A life-nember and past president of the
Ranger Battalions Association of World War
II, since 1969 Dutch has attended every 5-
year D-Day celebration held on the Nor-
mandy Coast on June 6. He was present in
1984 when President Ronald Reagan spoke
to those gathered at the Pointe for the 40th
Anniversary of the landings.

Jeannette (Jay) Lankelma Vermeer was
named for a great-aunt, Jeannette Lankelma
Geelhoedl (Mrs. Herman). Jay graduated
from Pelka High School with the Class of 1942
and from Central College in 1946 with a major
in history. In May 1943, Ruth Klein Green,
now livimg in Holland, Mich., was the Tulip
Queen. Jay, along with Carol Cook Pohlman,
of Pella, Virginia Carpenter Ver Ploeg, West
Des Moimes, Ia.,, and Madeline Diekema
Yohr, Grants Pass, Ore., were her attendants.

During the 1944-45 school year, when she
was a colllege junior, Jay taught in the Grand
River, Ia., High School on an emergency
certificate. An active Camp Fire Girl, she
enjoyed spending a part of her summers at
Camp Hantesa, Boone, Ia. This interest in
youth activities continued as her children
were growing up, and Jay became a Boy Scout
and Camp Fire leader on their behalf.

From 1964 until 1983, Jay was the Alumni
Director at Central College. These were 19
very happy years. While she was Alumni
Director, Homecoming activities were expan-
ded, Parents Weekend was instituted, the

Thomas Cook. teured Wucatan, and the A
Cappella Choir, with. iProfessor Laurence
Grooters, directior, sang concerts in Europe.
Tour groups to: Yucatann and Europe, com-
prised of alumniiand: friesnds of Central, were
organized by thie Alummi Office.

Jay and her ssister andi brother are fourth
generation members of thhe Second Reformeq
Church where sihe continaues an active inter-
est and is a memnber of tthe Ladies Aid. She
has been a memtber of Cheapter BU, P.E.O. for
almost 45 years.‘and has sserved in more thap
one office. She is also a 25-year member of
The Ladies Sexial aned Literary Society
(Reading Circle}, was :a member of The
Ladies Legislatiive Leaguae and of the Wom-
en’s Republicam €Club of Iowa.

She shares heer husbarnd’s interest in the
Iowa-Yucatan P’artners aof the Americas and
in the Pella Histtorical Sesciety. Jay served on
the Bicentenniall Commaittee that planned
the local celebraition of thae 200-year relation-
ship between tthe Unitrwed States and the
Netherlands in 11982. Int tfhis capacity, she was
able to attend .a party in Chicago, Ill., at
which Queen Bieatrix amxd Prince Claus, of
The Netherlamds, weree honored guests.
When Pella celebrated tithe 50th Tulip Time
anniversary, she2 had the: privilege of serving
on the committiee and iss presently involved
in preparationss for celiebrating the 150th
anniversary of IPella’s fesunding (1847-1997)
and is serving ornthe Hisstory Book Commit-
tee.

by Elmer Vermeer

VERMEER, GGARY AND
MATIL.DA
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Gary J. Vermeer was tborn Sept. 29, 1918,
on the same farmm where his father, Jacob G.
Vermeer, was beaen. Thixs farm is two miles
east of Pella amd his breother John H. lives
there now. This farm

is also the Pella

Maidaan, Gty S8 Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Mr. Pierson was & member zand elder of the First Presbyterian Church in Oskaloosa;
he served on the Salvation Army Board, the William Penn College Board of Trustees,
the Quad County Grain Board -of Directtors; and was a member of the Rotary Club,
the Men’s Club, the Penn Collezge Alummi Club, the Mahaska County Ag Council, the

"Chamber of Commeree Ag Conmmittee, the YMCA Finanee Committee, the Commu-
nity YMCA Council, and Internaational Flying Farmers. He was active on the Mahaska
County Republican Central Cemmmxttee and organized the Summer Sweet Corn and
Chicken Roast.

A Republican. Mir. Piersom: represented Keokuk, Mahaska, and Monroe Counties
during the Sixty-second, Sixtys-third amd Sixty-fourth General Assemblies.

George N. Pierson died om: August 26, 1989. He is surwived by his wife, Elizabeth
of Carol Stream, Illinois; his tweo sons: Royce of Oskaloosa and Arvid “Shorty” of Pella;
his stepdaughter, Judy Pickem, of Wheaton, Illinois; a brother, Robert of Oskaloosa;
seven grandchildren,, three steep-grandehildren and thirteen great-grandchildren.

; Now Therefore, Be It Rescolved by the House of Representatives of the Seventy-

\_/d General Assem®ly of Towsa, That im the passing of the Honorable George N. Pier-
‘son, the State has losst an honorred citizen and a faithful and useful public servant, and
the House by this Resolution 'would express its appreciation of his service.

Be It Further Resolved, T'hat a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the Jour-
nal of the House, and that the: Chief Clerk be directed to forward an enrolled copy
to the family of the deceased..

- HAROLD VAN MAANEN
PHIL TYRRELL
ROBERT KISTLER

Committee

JELMER H. VERMEER

Mr. Speaker: Your commiittee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolution com-
. memorating the life;, charactesr, and public service of the late Honorable Elmer H.
“Dutch” Vermeer begs leave o submit the following Memorial:

Elmer H. Vermeer was botrn on Jume 7, 1920 on a farm mear Pella in Marion County.
On September 20, 1946 he mazrried Jeanette V. Lankelma of Pella and they had four
sons and one daughtter.

Mr. Vermeer served as a: Ranger in the United States Army from 1941 to 1946
and was awarded the Silver Sitar. Following his discharge from the Army he owned
and operated a livesttock farm: near Pella. He was a member of the Reformed Church,
where he served on the consisstory; the Central College Board of Trustees; the Pella
National Bank Board of Diresctors; the American Legion; the V.F.W.; the Natural
Heritage Foundatiom; the Mariion County Conservation Beard; the Iowa Nurserymens’

~*ssociation; and the State of Towa and Pella Historical Societies. He also served as

National President of the Ranger Batallions’ Association. During the administra-
“tion of Governor Roibert D. Rany. Mr. Vermeer served as one of the Governor s admin-
istrative assistants. : 2 e

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Histd
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... A Republican, Mr.. Vermeer represented Marion County during the Fifty-figh

Fifty-sixth, Fifty-sevemth, Fifty-ninth, and Sixtieth General Assemblies. i
Elmer H. Vermeer died on May 23, 1989. He is survived by his wife, Jeanette]‘,fr - ADAM:
Pella; four sons, Thom:as of Mount Pleasant, Richard of Davemport, William of Besv Ame!
Moines, James of Cedar Rapids; and one daughter Ann Stienstra, also of Cedar Rapids . grl‘ll “
: ills
Now Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Seventy. Comu
third General Assembly of Iowa, That in the passing of the Homorable Elmer H. Ver. Leav
meer, the State has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and useful public servant - Repo
and the House by this: Resolution would express its appreciation of his service, : Sube

Be It Further Reswlved, That a copy of this Resolution be spread upon the Jomr
nal of the House, and tthat the Chief Clerk be directed to forward an enrolled copy ADDR
to the family of the dexceased. f fﬁl‘:e
. e
DAVID SCHRADER The
DENNIS BLACK The
HAROLD VAN MAANEN Dr.]

Committee ‘
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You searched for Elmer Vermeer in Iowa

1930 United States Federal Census

Name: Elmer H Vermeer

Home in 1930: Lake Prairie, Marion, Iowa

View Map
Age: 9
Estimated Birth  abt 1921

Year:

Relation to Head Son
of House:

Father's Name: Jacob C
Mother's Name: Anna

Race: White
Occupation:
Education:
(i
Agoatfirst
birtlapEas:
Neighbors: View others on page
Household Name Age
Members:  jacob C Vermeer 47
- Anna Vermeer 34
Gerrit J Vermeer 11
Elmer H Vermeer 9
John H Vermeer 4
11/12
Harry G Vermeer 1
2/12

Souree Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Lake Prairie, Marion, Iowa; Roll 668; Page: 5B;
Enumeration District: 18; Image: 398.0.

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002. Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the
Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and
Records Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls.

Description:

Containing records for approximately 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States Federal
Census is the largest census released to date and is the most recent census available for public
access. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930, and contains
information about a household’s family members and occupants including: birthplaces,
occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service. The names of those listed in the
census are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census. Learn more...

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection corp)piled.by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Libranﬁ Des Maines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll7indiv=1&db=1930usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2... 1 /1672000






