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- - David o. Sh~, 87, died m Bettend'oa; :tA~ptlhtilii~' 1.,4;; -
2011. .,,.. ' . 
·- ]lorn in Clinton, low~ on February U!; J924 to J. o. aJtd 

. EYe.lYh .IJUie Pm-c~;i:U: Sh.l:!(~,_ ll,e was r~$ed on tlttf f~y 
farm in Slt;tfft:on, low~ anq attended .SoQ~ grp@ Stihool. 
He graduated from Clinton :ffigh School irt' 194~'whei:e~h'e 
was. Fre.si.dent of the student body. · -

S : . a.p.ttli v:~t.¢rail who seryed in the U.S. 
Corp d - . _odd War II in North Afiica and 
ill Pta. He ~Qnti@.ed to serve in the r~serves 
. ye;;m; folli:rwint{ IUS honorable di$charge -from 

activ~ .ui!Y, _ ~- . _ -. - ·. · · . --,-
_ Qri l'Us return to the §tates in De-cember of 1945; he 

enrolled at Qle Uitivefl!iiY of Iowa where he FeeeiVed hiS 
. Baclj.eb>t Of Arts- and Juris Doctorate degrees. ln 1950 he 

begllfl pt~t;icipg law in Clintori. In J-95,~ Sb:Mt began hiS :political eareeF; success:fu])y 
·;t·upmM fGr the fqwa State Hot~Se of R(fpresentatives •. Subsequently, he tan fot and 
'W~ elec e_d to Uife~ t;_~ itt tne Iowa ~tate Senat~;, r~tinng in' 19615. Iri Hi63, he ca,m­
'p;Mgoj;lq state-wide iJi sv,pport of~ reapyom~nt 1)'1arl which became lmown as the 
,~$llaffPlari" flll~1 'f'lWJ~"end~nW;d.lliM grnupslike tP!i\.~!lue qfWoJI'l~Voters, jt W3!$ 
OP-_Po~>,ed by tp~ t?e~ Mgtne& .f{egjster and was defeated. _ . _ ' : ,. ' -

~J;l!iff st;:lyed (,letive in politics @d pul)!Uc service, seJ:Willg as a deleg;;\te t(i) the 1968 
JRepuh.!i~~ N3tionfltl Coirventic;m and .a member of the Iowa Highway. Commission. 
H;e serveq on the l<:>~a State B(lt Association Board of Governors and li\]IIlerous bar 
association e~romiitees, . · · · . . • · · · · · 

ijg served,OJl the bo!!,Td 9f the c:Jiilton YMCA, Clinton Rotary Club of which he was 
a :P~ul H;mis Fel:low, Jane L;uttb Hospital where -he was Presid~nt; Clinton Public 
Librazy an<\ the Arril$vong-Curtis FoUndation. He was also a member Of the former 
Clinton Elks and Lions chJbs. _ . _ . ' . 

Shaff led· stgnjtic:mt project$ · that benefitted the Clinton . community, inCluding the 
Ii~l~Jl EJickSotJ Qente:r;, t\le .river:front bike path andnuqt.erous tennis facilities. lie 
co~chl;lj.red the committee that brO,ught Cli,nton a s~te-of-the-;m outdoor swimmifig 
facjli~ ile conth-\u:ecJ until tecentJy to advocate for ~new public library rn Clinton. 
. Shaff retired from the practice of law in 199{}. ' 

Xn 0.(:tol:lerof 1953, he inamed Jjssi PetersenComeU iJn C@ton, Iowa. They have 
_foUr children, ~en (Steve J,;lytl.f!) of Des Moines, J.O. of Bettertdotf, IA, Martha 
(Tom~U<;:ea_of~Cl~e,~Md_GraceofChica~o,~. '' · . - ·.· -_ . 

He IS surviveif py: his Wife; cMdren; two grandchlldren, Madeline ;md Chas.e Licea; 
a sister.Jeanne Reiley of Funert(i)n, CA; two brothers, J. M. Shaff ofBettendolf, IA and 
James 1:{. Shaff of Cedar Saplds, IA-He was P!"eceded :in ,de~th by hi$ parents and four 
sil;)futgl>, RogerShaff, M;:trtin Purcell, Don\'lld Purcell and Lynn Turner. 

M~Jl\P.Iial services WID be heldo'n Saturday, Septe:rnber i7, 2011 at the First Presby­
,tep(ID Gh.lU'ch -~ Clinton, iowa at 11 a.m. The familY will meet guests at 10 a.m. at the 
church in C~viri Hall. Be will be intemed in the Sh;llfton Cemetery, . 

Xn Ueu of ilowers, the family requests that memorial contributions be made to the 
Clinton or the State Bar Foundation. 
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