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This hawse is on the National Register of Histor­
ic Place$. 
Glad~s was born August 19, 1932 near Mason­

ville, Imwa. Her parents were William and Edna 
(Crow) !Martin. Gladys attended Aurora Public 
School tfurough ei~hth grade and graduated from 
Maynaml Consolidated School in 1950. She 
attended! Upper Iowa University, Fayette for 
two _yearrs and received an elementary teaching 
certlficane. Her first year of experience was at 
Fayette· Consolidated School teaching third 
~rade. IRrom 19 5 3-1 966, Gladys was home rais­
mg theiir family: George born August 26, 1954, 
Debra !born December 22, 1956, Wanda born 
August 14, 1959, and Rita born January I 0, 
1963. IDhey all graduated from East Buchanan 
SchoolS\, Winthrop. Geor~e graduated from Area 
I, Calmar with an Assoctate Degree in Agricul­
ture. Hte rents the home farm and raises beef cat­
tle. Delnragraduated from Upper Iowa Universi­
ty, Fayrette and University of Northern Iowa, 
Cedar lRalls. She teaches pre-school handicapped 
childrem and is a consultant for Arrowhead AEA, 
Fort DOJ.dge. Debra and Mike Shelton and Mitch­
ell live· 'on an · acreage near Duncombe, Iowa. 
Mike w@rks as a Farm Research Assistant. Wan­
da and !Dan Haverkamp, Amy and Sara live on a 
farm mear Independence. Wanda is attending 
Allen llllospital College of Nursing, Waterloo 
where sfue will graduate in I 991 . Dan farms and 
works ffur Geater Machine Company, Indepen­
dence. IR.ita and Eric Freese live in Dayton, Ohio . 
She is am administrative secretary and Eric, a 
prograrrnmer/analyst both at RJO Enterprises. 
They ~,graduated from the University of 
Dubuq!lle. Gladys graduated from Upper Iowa 
University, Fayette in 1970, teaches remedial 
readin&'<!t East Buchanan Schools, has been pres­
ident off Eastern Iowa Reading Council and sec­
retary <Of the Richardson-Jakway Memorial 
Foundait ion. 
Suhmit!ted by Gladys Richardson. 

Jalbn and Velma (Crow) Richardson 

Johm Joseph Richardson was born March 9, 
1921 , A urora, Iowa, son of George Washington 
and Neillie (Sherren) Richardson, deceased and 
buried a t Madison Cemetery with two daugh­
ters. Jame died at 3 years and Kate at 13 years. 
One br(Qther, J.udson Abiathar lives across road 
from Hlistoric Richardson Stagecoach Inn. John 
resides. near Jakway Park -on a farm that his: 
Great <Grandfather Abiathar Richardson bought 
from tme Government for $1 .25 per acre. 

John and Velma Richardson 

Farming has been his o ccupation aside from 
serving in World War II. During a furlough with 
days too few for blood test and a marriage in 
Iowa, his fiancee, Velma Marie Crow and John 
eloped to Hannibal, Missouri. Traveled by bus as 
gas and tires rationed, arriving at Hannibal, 
found no courthouse to purchase license, hitch­
hiked back eleven miles to Palmyra, riding one 
way in a cattle truck, pho ned from dime .store­
Methodist Minister out of town, located Baptist 
Minister, lost walking to church, finally, married 
8:00P.M. Oct. 7, 1943, Velma's 19th birthday! 

Four days later back to servi"ce for John and 
overseas to New Guinea and the Philippines. 
Velma clerked in a grocery store in Illinots and 
worked as Volunteer Red Cross Nurse Aid at 
Hospital until John was honorably discharged 3 
years later, Jan. 1946. Four children were born. 

Judy Ann, Nov. 22, 1946, married Leslie 
Becker Dec. 30, 1968, two children; Michelle 
Louise, May 6, 1971 and Michael Lee Nov. 7, 
1972. Judy teaches colle~. Leslie 20 years Navy; 
now employed Florida State College, residence­
Lawtey, Florida. 

Josephine Kay, June 26, 1949, married Stan­
ley Schipper Aug. 15, 196 9, two children; Scott 
William, Jan. 30, 1974 and Steven John, Nov. 
26: 1976. Jo is a legal secretary. Stanley sales 
manager and accounting R.E.C., residence- Par­
kersburg, Iowa. 

Jane Marie, July 6, 1952. married Charles 
·Watson Jan. 29, 1972. T wo children; Wendy 
Sue, July 29, 1972 and Kathleen Marie, Jan. 29, 
197 6. Jane school teacher. Charles self employed 
carpentry and farming_ Residence Hazleton, 
Iowa. 

Jean Arda, Oct. 14, 1957, married Frederic 
Hilker April4, 1981 . Jean and Frederic have two 
children Jordan Andrew, March 11, 1986 and 
Lukas Aaron, March 27, 1988. Frederic also has 
Jessica Dawn Jan. 19, 1973 and Daniel Todd 
Nov. 5, 1975. Jean secretary, piano teacher, 
homemaker. Frederic, photography, residence 
Spokane, Washington. 

Velma born Winthrop, Iowa Oct. 7, 1924 
daughter of Fred and Mary (Ferrin) Crow. Has 
been _girl scout leader, sunday school teacher, 
U.M:W. president and served various capacities 
United Methodist Church, member Indepen­
dence' Chapter Women's Aglow holding offices 

. there. Hobbies are gardening, canning, cooking, 
making monkey sock dolls to give to children, 
sewing quilts, photograph y and compiling books 
for ten grandchildren. Her favorite hobby is 
reading. . 

John belongs to American Legion and holds 
. various offices in United Methodist Church and 

is Treasurer of Aurora Community Christian 
CounciL 

John and Velma are interested in preserving 
old traditions for the youth so assist at Aurora 
4th of July and Septernberfest held at Jakway 
Park. Enjoy traveling to places they have read 
about. Through the years many relatives and 
friends have vacationed at their country home. 
Submitted by Velma Rich ardson 

The Risks 

Alexander Risk was born in Wigtonshire, 
Scotland on January 22, 182 7. He immigrated to 
the United States with his mother, Elizabeth and 
stepfather, Thomas Calvin, in 1852, settling in 
Newton Township in 1854. He had a half sister, 
Margaret Calvin McKee, and two half brothers, 
Samuel and John. Samuel became a noted Iowa 
geologist, and John was a three-term Iowa legis­
lator. 

Alexander married EDen Moore February 29, 
1860 in Quasqueton. To them were born a son, 
Thomas in 1861 and a daughter Maria on Janu­
ary I 0, 1864. Thomas and his mother died in 
November 1864. Maria later married Henry 
Griswold, who served five terms as state repre­
sentative and state senator. 

On October 16, 1865, Alexander married 
Alma Wood in Waverly. His marriage to Nancy 
Hamilton Cornick on September I, 1884 was fol­
lowed by the birth of one daughter, Nellie (1871-
1955), and three sons; George (1873-1934), 
Loren (1875-1957), and Howard (1880-1948). 
They joined a half-brother Ross and half-sister, 
Carrie. Carrie wouid ·later be married to Henry 
Kendall, and Nellie to Edward Wimmer. Loren 
became an attorney in Minneapolis; Howard 
was a doctor in Oelwein; and George engages in 
real estate in Buchanan and Fayette Counties. 
Alexander Risk engaged in various business pur­
suits during his lifetime; primarily, in farming in 
Fayette county and grain elevators in Winthrop 
and Waverly. He also owned considerable prop­
erty in Winthrop and rural Fayette County. He 
died on June 10, 1895. 

George Risk married Blanche Jenks, the 
daughter of Earl and Marietta Fuller Jenks in 
Aurora in 1892. Their children included Ger­
trude (1900-1901) Mildred (1898-1981) Marga­
ret ( 1911-1968) Twins Nelmah ( 1903-1969) and 
Thelma; and Don ( 1896-1985). Mildred married 
Wayland Allen of Arlin~ton who was engaged in 
school book sales in Illmois. Nelmah was mar­
ried to Leslie Schroeder in Minneapolis. He was 
an attorney who was a long-time Minnesota 
Aeronautics commissioner. Thelma was mar­
ried to Paul Shoemaker of Cedar Falls. He was an 
executive in the hardboard industry, working for 
U.S. Gypsum, Georgia Pacific and Masonite. 
She resides in Evanston, Illinois. 

Don Risk married Lydia Biedermann ofGut­
tenburg August 10, 1926. Their children are 
Donald born October 20, 1927, and Malcolm, 
born November 6, 1937. Don was engaged in 
farm management for Equitable of Iowa and 
managed the Independence Federal Savings and 
Loan. He served in various elective offices, 
including Buchanan County Treasurer, Mayor 
oflndependence, and two terms as state senator. 
Donald married Katherine Klotzbach of Inde­
pendence June 26, 1949, and is engaged in insur­
ance in Arizona. They have three children: Wil­
liaq~ , bornJune7 , 195l;John,bornMay5, 1954; 
and Janet, born Aprill8 , 1961. William and Jan­
et both reside in Arizona. John and his wife, 
Diana, reside in Independence with their three 
children: Alexander, June 20, 1981, Louis, July 

. 18, 1983 and Joseph February 23, 1990 . 
Malcolm married Ella Ball ofNevada, Iowa on 

December 31 , 1965. They have four children: 
Scott, born October 22, 1970: Shannon, born 
May 23; 1972; and twins Suzanne and Steven, 
born November I, 1975. All reside in Indepen­
dence.· 

Donald Louis and Katharine Janet 
(Klotzbach) Risk 

Donald Louis Risk was born in Independence, 
Iowa on October 20, 1927. He was the son of Don 
Alexander and Lydia Biedermann Risk. Donald 
has one brother Malcolm G. of Independence, 
Iowa. 

Donald Risk Family- Louis, Alexander, Diane, John, 
Donald Risk, Janet Risk Ellis, Dan Ellis, Katharine 
Risk Heather and Bill Risk 
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Individual Record FamilySearch™ U.S. Social Security Death Index 

Select record to download - Maximum: 50 

D Don RISK 
Birth Date: 22 Jan 1896 
Death Date: Jun 1985 
Social Security Number: 482-05-2862 
State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: Iowa 

Death Residence Localities 
ZIP Code: 
Localities: 

This data is only accurate as of 1 Sep 2010. 

50644 
Doris, Buchanan, Iowa 
Independence, Buchanan, Iowa 
Otterville, Buchanan , Iowa 
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