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Wetzel . In Jail 
On Charge of 

. False Pretense 
Hieh:ml \\' . \\'l't/.1'1. :!!I. w:~s 

or :ll'r t· d ht•ld for dbt ril'l court 

adion 11 h1•n :trrai"n•·cl hdn r • 
.luqll'l' of lht• l't•at·t• 1!. ~1. \\'olf 

TuL·~d:ty rnornin '!. Oct. 2·1. on a 
t·har ge of ohtaininJ.! prnpl'rly \Ill· 

dl'r falsl ' prt ·tense . 

lli s honcl was fixt•cl at $1500 
and he is hciJH! hl'lrl in tlw coun ­
ty jail in I it'll of the bond . \\'t•! · 
hl'l told local autboriti<•s that his 
home w:~s La l'orlL' City. hut it 
has .-;inl'l' he••n di'it 'O I'l'l'l'cl that 
his wifl' :1rHI family lin at Cor· 
pus Christi, Texas . 

Event s leading up to Wetz ·! l's 
hear ing lH't.:an on ?\lonrlay. Sept. 
JR. when he appt•ar1•d at a sto ck 
sale bein .t.: conducted hy ln·i ng 
l.eonnrd at the Elk:~dcr Sal0s 
Barn . Leonard had kno\\'n We t· 
zel slightly as an employee of 
Vance Willard. opt'r:ltor of a 
livestock sales at La Porte Citv. 
L(•onard nnd Vance had kno 11~n 
enrh other in previous lll:~incss. 

\\'p(zt•l bought about S-1500 
worth of cnttlc at tht' Leonard 
sale nnd told Leonard thnt Vance 
would forward a elwck for the 
amount of the sal(•. T!wn \\'e'tzel 
load<'d up his animals and left. 

The ehl'l'k did not conw through 
from VaneL• and inf!uiri! 'S \\ '('fl' 
started . Lt•onard then l1•arned 
that Vance had not •1;rdcrcr! the 
pllrl'has!· and had not n•e!~ ived 
tiH· cattle. Later. it dL'\;elopccl 
that Wet ·lel had sold part of the 
cattle at Edgewood and part at 
Coggon and decamped with lhc 
lllOilL'Y· 

Leonard swore out a warrant 

-
Heart Attack 
Is Fatal for 
Local Man 

Funeral services for Fern Eu· 
gcnc Sharp . 73, Clayton County 
attorrwv wcr ~ held Wednesday 
:llt •· rn,;>;l, Oct. 2'i, nt 2 o'clock at 
t't ~· Con ~: r et.:a t'onal Unit~d Church 
of (~llri~t in Elkader. Hev. Alvin 
\'ollc . p:1 ~; tor of Peace United 
Church of Christ. officint '!d. 
Burial ·was in the East Side 
~rlll'tery . 

~Jr . Sharp dird ('arly Sunday 
n: orn!n: ~. net. 2 ~?. at Central Com· 
mur~i ty ll•>spital following a heart 
'ieizurt•. Ill· had hl'('n in the hos­
pita l one Wl'ek . 

1\Iasonil' wrvic!'s wl're co ncluct­
l'd Tuesday cvenin '~ at the Witt 
Funeral C hapel by Elka ,!er Loclgc 
No. 72 A.F. & :\ . l\1 .. of which 
Sharp \\·as a member . 

r Oaks for Wct1.l'l and the hunt began . 
About that time it was learned FF.HN E . SHARP 

1t ·or the 
our Oaks 
!ld Thurs­
. starting 

that WL'\zel was being heir! in Sharp wa~ hom :~t Edgewood 
the Buller County jail at Allison on Fcuruary 19. 1H94. ·and was a 
on a check charge. :;on o£ Joseph · and Laura . Tear 

Sheri[{ Milton Klink got in Sh<1rp. He graduated from Edge- . 
touch with the Butler County wood lliJ.!h School In 1912 and got 
sheriff so that when he w;1s tn his IL\ degree from Iowa State 

,Jd Liddy : b!' relea sed there he was lll'ld Tl'al'hcrs Collegl•· in 19W. In 1922 
·vent. an· instead for Sheriff .Klink . .Klink he t: radu:il cd from the University 
'or Thur~- and his dcput~· . floh !'otter. ll'l'llt of \\'isconsin and in El24 he g,lt 
rkey with to :\lli!--on Ja..,t Friday and hrou;.:ht hi:-- LLB d<';.:ree from the Cni\'cr-

( \\'ct1el to the count y j:1il in J-:J. s1ty of Iowa . 
fo 1 !fie-- kRdl'r:-· -- -------- --------- ---on-J\1D~I~t-:m:-- 1!1:?tl ;- !l{' ---,,n.,.-zr- ·--.-----

t ~ca!--on. L~J<'al nuthoritics h;tYI' · lt-;1rned married to .Te~sie A. Fritz at 
nskcd if that llarri .,on County offiL'iah. ;\l:trwhe~tcr . Threl' c hildren were 

1• to 1·on · at LoJ.:an . want to J.!et hold of born to thi!' union - a ~on. Fern 
11 ·~ 111 ~ht \\'ctl! ' l hecau~l' of ~ 1milar "JIL·r: t- Eugenl' :uHI two dau~hters. Laura 
,11 ~! e rn - tion~ in that count~ ·. .\lae and Charlotte Elizabeth 
the ni~ht Sh r riff Klink said WcdrH'~d:ty " Bette ... 
t one of morning that ~o far \\'rtzt •l ha~ 
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\\'1 ·1t1 ·l lw(';lll "' ol ' lill tl:rr "i•• ·r ;r 
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Slh·r1ll l\ l111k ~ ard \\'~ · dlll''d : r~ · 
111111'11111;! that ~ I I f:11' \\' t •l!t •l !1 :1.' 
'" ' I ' ll lll \ aldt • l • 1 l'<ll >· t· lilt · ~ 1: ,1111 
lllllllJ llt ' t'rl l'rJ to )~ 1'1 IIIII of J:trl 
lrl'n' . 1-:1'1' 11 rf IH · do" " prodiJ(' I ' 
the bond . ill' \\'oulcl Ill' trr!'ll1 'd 
o\' t'l' '" ]] ; l r !'i son ( '"unt .l ' '" f:l('t ' 
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Civic Clubs 
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itlt>:rs for proj ects in getting more 
partil'ipation in the chamlH'r by 
it .~ me mbers . lll• ~ugge~ted that 
thl· Chamht•r take a more acti\'1.~ 
part in go \·,·rnm ent nnd eeonomi e 
affairs . II\' doing this. hl' su:.: ­
g,· s ted. th~ indi\'idual mernlwrs 
\\'ould become more inten•sted in 
the t•ommunity and country and 
ih futurP . 

The llll'eting was opened by 
HurrPll Streit . Elkader ·mayor 
and pre..;ident of the F:lkackr 
Hotarv Club . After welcoming 
the m.emlJl'rs of thl" various clubs 
to the mrcting he introduced the 
<ll'livcred the in\'ocation . 
HPv . Paul Hothfusz . pastor of tire 
Bl'lhllny Lutheran Churl'h . who 

'I,Je Chamhl·r of l'ommeree 
nweting was OJWned by rwwly 
ciPl'lcd President Ed Ol~on who 
gun· a brief n•port on the churn· 
her activities for the past yt•ar 
nne! told of planned projccl:i !or 
the cominj.! year . 

Chamlar Dues Drive Planned 

The board of directors o! the 
Elkader Chnmlx:r of Commerce 
will meet in the llot t•l flnyless 
Friday noon, Octot~r 27. to make 
plans !or n one day due's drive 
which will be carried out some· 
time next week . 

One of the tigger projects to 
be instituted by the Chamber of 
Commerce this year will be the 
p u r c h a s c of new Christmas 
lights for t}1e business sections 
of Elkader. lncr<'nscd work will 

.. be conducted in th<' areas of 
tourism, agriculture, industry 
and retB.iling. 

Commltt<"C..'i will be formed tor 
the various Phases ol the cham. 
ber acUvlUes in the coming 
wee b. 

~~ J I ' ' ! I I I J1. t fl 

Clil ,,ll r: ll ·· t :1 n. t!l :' rr. Ill ' \\':IS 

lt!O II'J'Ii 'd to .1• ·" 11 ' .\ . Frrtz at 
~I : II H' il< " l<·r . 'l'l rrv, • •: ll ll drt•tr were 
IJ(II'I J tn !lit ·; un 1o11 . :1 .' on. 1-' l• rn 
l < u ~: l ' l l t ' 0111<\ l\111 d;tl l ~: lrtt•!'S. l..rltrU 
.\lilt' :1ncl Clr :rrlu ltc Eltzabdh 
" I le t It· ... 

Folh11\ t il ;.: ;: radu:rti•>n fnnn IS· 
'J't · Sil :•rp t'ill!'rvd I he vduealion 
I i· ·ld orne! rn l~ llii-li' ' '· a~ coad1 
:t11d manual trainin g in s tructor 
:t t l .i\'l'l'lll ore ll i~: lr Sl'hool. In 
l~ll!l:!1 ill' ll':t.J ' liJll'rit riL·n dent of 
:-, 1·lruol :rt Etlll ' r-.on . 

In 1~1~ · 1 IH· l' Stahli:-,IH·d a law 
pral'tr cc in Edgl'\\'ood and ron· 
trnrtl'cl it until 1~1 :11. In 1~:!7 he 
<'.\ pantkd hi s b\\' pracltt'l' by en· 
tnin g ;r partnn -. hip \\tlh Allor· 
Ill'\' \ ' . T . l'ri u• at Elkader . This 
pa~lnL· r s hip ,·ontJnu ed until 
!'ri ce's deat h in 1~1 31. Then in 
1!1:1 ·1 h• · took 11 . K. Hogge nsa ck 
as a p;rrtner in hi s Elkader pra c­
tiC' e . Th is partnvrship eontinued 
\lllttl Ho ;.:e n~ ; rl ·k's death in June 
l ~ti:l . 

Sharp had mol'<•d hi s family 
from Ed ge\\'ood tu Elkader in 
1927 nne! has li\'t•d hl•rc si nce . 

Sharp wa s :rcti n· in public a f · 
fairs :~nd pohtrl'." during hi s ad ult 
lifl· . IlL' was lllayor of Ed gewood . 
1 \l2 ·1 · E1~7 . and lat,•r ser\'cd a 
nurnlJer of terms as Elkader 
mavor. In addit ion he \\'as elect· 
ed ·several times to the Iowa 
llouse of HcprL'S L·ntatives and al ­
so served several terms as StalL' 
Senator. 

During World \\'ar I he enter­
ed the arn1y in I~ll7 and trainee! 
at Camp Dodgl' in the :n :; th sup­
ply train of the &~th Division. lie 
wa s o\·erseas from ,\u gust EllS 
un t i I June 1 ~ I! !J . II e \\'a s a s e r · 
g .. ant frr-.t cla .,s when discharg­
{'d in Ell!l . I k l:~tcr SL·n·(·d as 
eommarHier of thP Clayton Coun ­
ty American Legion . 

In legal activities he was a 
mcmlx:r of the Iowa Slntc Bur 
Assoclntion nnd of the Clayton 
County Bar Association. Ilc 
served intermittently as count_v 
attorney for u number of terms. 

Sharp wns a mcmhcr of the 
KP order. of th e OES and of 
Elkader Lodge No . 72 A.F. ,r..:, A . 
M.. Clinton Consistory a nd El 
Kahir Shrine . For many years 
hl' sen-eel a~ a trust t•c or moder­
ator of the Con grc1:alional 
Church in . Elkade r lie was · a 

~- - . meml11:r of Hotary :•.;1d serve{! as 
Savings Bond chairman for a 
number of vcars. 

Besides i1ls legal practic-e in 
Elkader, Sharp wan president ot 
the Elkader School Board for . a 
time. ·In addition ·he owned . or 
managoo , !r, \'f'rt~ ~ f~;irl§ ~,g CltY• 
ton and tlel.aware {'j.Ot,tnties fbt ,i 
number or 1~•ts. : . ·· · ~: · , .. :._ :~ 

( CoDUnued 0' J. ~~;; 6} ~~; t~::~ 
. ··,:- .. _. :~ . ~.-; 

.· 
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The Rev . F. W . Seifert family. Back row: Rev. F. W . Seifert, Catherine, Annie (Seeman), Sophie 
and Amelia. Front row: Fred Seeman, Ernie, Kate (Buchheim), Marie and Louise . 

Brunswick 16 March 1831. He served in 
the German Army, participating in the 
war in Baden and in the uprising in 1848. 
He worked as an overseer in the sugar 
refinery, a brakesman, and a building 
contractor until he came to the United 
States in 1858. He settled in Elkport, Ia., 
where he taught district school for a few 
... .,.rms then found employment in a 

mill. He had the misfortune, while 
..... uling a load of logs to Elkport, to have 
his legs fro~en, reuslting in their 
amputation. 

At the age of 30 he became aquainted 
with Rev. Stockfield, the minister at 
Garnavillo and Ceres . Under his 
guidance, Frederick Seifert prepared for 
the ministry. He was ordained in lllinois 
by · the lllinois Synod which later 
dissolved membership. On the 18 May 
1862, the congregation at Clayton Center 
asked him first to be their instructor and 
then pastor of their church. (See Portrait 
and ·· Biographical Record, Dubuque, 
Jones, and Clayton Counties, 1894.) 

Thus he spent his life in the service of 
those around him until1 Oct 1903, when 
he retired as an active minister of the 
gospel. His wife, Catherine 
Ruckdaeschel, the daughter of Johann 
Ernst and Cather ine Ho.sch 
Ruckdaeschel, (see J~hann Ern-est 
Ruckdaeschel article) preceded him in 
death on the 22 Sept 1899. Rev. Seifert 
d. 28 Aug. 1910; Rev. and Mrs. Seifert 
are buried in the cemetery in Clayton 
Center. 

Their children (all born at Clayton 
~er) were Ernst b. 28 Oct. 1866 d. 

... _ Jan. 1868, buried Clayton Center; 
Anna Marie b. 22 Feb. 1868 d. 22 May 
1943; Louisa b. 1 Feb. 1870 d. 14 Oct. 
1941; Marie b. 25 Feb. 1872 d. 24 Dec. 

1912, buried Clayton Center; Emilie 
(Amelia) b. 8 April 1874 d. 28 July 1845; 
Sophia b. 7 Dec. 1876 d. 27 Sept. 1947; 
Frederick W . b. 29 Jan. 1878 d. 3 Jan. 
1958; Otto J. b. 15 Sept. 1881, d. 3 April 
1966; Lenore (Laura) b. 7 Dec. 1884 d. 9 
July 1963; Catherine b. 3 Aug. 1887 d. 
12 Feb. 1955; Ernest F.W.R. b. 20 Oct . 
1889 d. 4 May 1977; Carl J. b. 26 Oct. 
1895 d. 28 Dec. 1895, buried Clayton 
Center. 

Ernst and Carl died young; Marie was 
never well and died at age 30. Anna m. 
Reynold Seeman 18 Dec. 1888; Louisa m. 
William Fuelling 19 Jan. 1889. Amelia m. 
twice, first to Karl Vullgraf on 20 Aug. 
1895, and after his death to Fred W. 
Vogt 10 Oct. 1902. 

Sophia m. Fred Zarndt 18 May 1899; 
Fred W . m. Bertha Eifert 30 May 1900. 
Otto m.- Amelia Theodore 20 Nov. 1902 
and Laura m. Georg~ Glawe 10 Dec. 
1903. Catherine became the wife of John 
Buchheim on 17 Nov. 1904 and Ernest m. 
Alvina Steen 16 May 1922. 

By Judy Bender Moyna 

Jon and Vera _ 
Coffin Shaffer 

Jon Shaffer and Vera Coffin were 
married Sept. 5, 1965. Jon is the son of 
the late Howard and Clara Whitford 
Shaffer of West Union. Jon and Vera 
lived in Cedar Rapids for 10 years, where 
Jon worked at Hornifischer and Vera 
worked at Merchants National Bank for 
two years until son Daren was born in 
1968. One year later Angie was born 
June 1, 1969, and daughter Shelley born 
Dec. 31, 1972. 
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Jon was in athletics while at Valley 
High School and Vera was a cheerleader 
when Valley went to state tournaments 
for Girls Basketball. 

Now this generation of Shaffer children 
are in athletics and music, while 
attending Valley Schools. Vera is a 4-H 
leader, Jon sings in choir in the Methodist 
Church in Elgin. 

It was quite a challenge for Jon to start 
farming, he had no farm experience . He is 
a dairy farmer in parts of Sec. 17, 19, and 
20 in Marion Twp. 

Vera was born Jan. 9, 1946, and 
attended the Shambaugh Country School 
before moving from Arlington area to 
farm east of Elgin in 1958. 

Fern E. and Jessie 
Fritz Sharp 

Fern Sharp Family. Jessie and Fern, Betty, 
Gene and Laura. 

The Fern E. Sharp family lived in 
Elkader at 800 Carter Street from 1927 
until Mrs. Sharp's death in 1981. Fern E. 
Sharp (1894-1967) was born in Clayton 
County a few miles northeast of 
Edgewood, the fourth child of Joseph and 
Laura Tear Sharp. Joseph Sharp, the son 
of Robert Weems Sharp and Sarah 
Ringer, was born in Dane Co., Wis., in 
1865, His father, the son of Jeb Colin 
Sharp (1792: 1842) and Margaret Dixon, 
was born in 1833 in Sutherland, England, 
and died in 1888 in Edgewood, Iowa. 
Job's parents were Cunningham Sharp, 
the son of Alexander and Katherine Ross 
Sharp of Edinborough, Scotland, and Ann 
Peachy. · 

Joe and Laura, Fern's parents married 
in 1833 and lived to celebrate their 72nd 
wedding anniversary in the...community of 
Edgewood where they had spent all their 
lives, farming and engaging in various 
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commercial ventures, including a 
hardware store. They were the parents of 
six children, three of whom survived to 
adulthood: Earl A. m. Bertha Smock of 
Edgewood; Elsie m. Ken Evans of 
Emerson, Ia., and Fern E. m. Jessie Fritz. 

Fern graduated from Edgewood High 
School in 1912 and received a B.A. 
degree from Iowa State Teachers College 
in 1916. After teaching and coaching at 
Livermore, Ia., he joined the army and 
served in France in WWI. He returned. to 
his career as an educator in Emerson, Ia., 
after marrying Jessie Fritz in 1920. He 
then attended law school in Madison, 
Wis., where daughter, Laura Mae, was 
born in 1921, and received his L.L.B. 
from the University of Iowa in 1924. A 
son, Fern E. Jr. (Gene) was born in Iowa 
City in 1923. Fern then entered law 
practice in Edgewood and also served as 
mayor. Upon election as county attorney, 
the family moved to Elkader where 
another daughter, Charlotte Elizabeth 
(Bette) was born in 1927. At this time he 
also entered into law practice with 
Valmah T. Price and later with H.K. 
Roggensack and remained active until his 
death in 1967. 

Fern was active in public affairs and 
government. He served several terms as 
Mayor of Elkader, County Attorney of 
Clayton County, and in the Iowa State 
Legislature as a member of both the 
House and the Senate. He also served on 
the school board and was active in the 
Congregational Church, Masonic Lodge, 
Shrine, Eastern Star, American Legion 
and Rotary Club. His hobby was the 
management of farms . 

Jessie {1893-1981) was born at Buck 
Creek, near Garnavillo, the daughter of 
Henry and Matilda Fritz (see Fritz), 
attended school in Garnavillo and taught 
school, including a stint as teacher at 
Clayton {transportation being the train 
from Guttenberg morning and night) . She 
attended teacher's institutes at Iowa 
State Teacher's College and Iowa State 
College. She also was active in the church 
and was a member of P.E.O., Eastern 
Star and the Proteus Club as well as the 
service auxiliaries. 

All three Sharp children attended and 
graduated from Elkader High School and 
Elkader Junior College. Laura Mae 
graduated from Coe College, m. Robert 
Roehlk {his grandparents were Amelia 
Schmidt and Fred Soli of Elkader) and 
they are the parents of two children: 
Richard J. and Susan C. They presently 
live in Cedar Rapids . 

Gene graduated from the University of 
Iowa and is a commercial artist living in 
Lake Forest, Ill. He m. Zadona Hall 
(daughter of Harold :md Belma Hall of 
Elkader) and they have two children : 

Luci Szech and James , and two 
grandchildren. 

Bette attended University of Iowa and 
m. Grant Eastham (now deceased) and 
she has six children: Jeff, Michele 
lmbach, Monty, Melissa, Matt and Gina. 
She now lives in Santa Rosa, Calif. 

Alvin and Donna 
Rodas Shaw 

Alvin Shaw was born. to Earl and Ida 
Fritz Shaw near Elk Creek in Clayton 
County, Oct. 9, 1926. He was one offour 
children . 

Jan. 23, 1951, he married Donna 
Rodas. She was born May 29, 1931, in 
Garber, one of the four daughters of 
Frank and Emma Wittman Rodas . Both 
her parents were born near Cedar Creek 
in Clayton County . 

Alvin and Donna are the parents 'of 
three children: Renna, Gregory, and 
Roger. Renna, b. Aug. 29, 1952, in 
Delaware Co., is a hairdresser in Cedar 
Rapids . Gregory, b. Feb. 8, 1956, at 
Memorial Hospital in Manchester, is 
farming. Roger, b. May 7, 1963, at 
Memorial Hospital, is a graduate of 
Hawkeye Tech Institute with a degree in 
diesel mechanics. 

The Shaws have lived in Lodomillo 
Twp. since 1953 and over 20 years at 
their present farm there . 

William and Mary 
Cormick Shea 

William Shea was the son of Martin 
Shea and Mary Franey Shea and was 
born 15 Aug. 1833, at Callan in County 
Kilkenny, Ireland. He left home at age 14 
and came to St . Louis where he learned 
the cooper trade. He married Mary 
Cormick in St. Louis on 6 April 1857. In 
1861 the family moved to Clayton 
County; there they purchased a 320-acre 
farm in Sec. 14 and 15 of Sperry Twp. 
William worked as a cooper at McGregor 
during the winter and managed the farm 
during the remainder of the year. He was 
known as a very good provider for his 
family and was well respected by 
everyone in the community. William died 
from pneumonia 28 March 1907. His 
funeral was held at Sacred Heart Church 
in Volga, and he was buried in Sacred 
Heart Cemetery. 

Mary Cormick Shea was the oldest of 
three children of Thomas Cormick, b. 1 
Jan . 1837 at Callan in County Kilkenny, 
Ireland. She came to St. Louis at age 17 
after a long voyage across the Atlantic. 
Her ship was wrecked on the way across, 
so she was forced to remain on the ocean 
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for three weeks, and she lost all of her 
possessions in the process. She came to 
Clayton County with her husband and 
spent the remainder of her life in the 
Volga area. Mary was a rather short, 
stout woman who was noted for her good 
nature. She never said an unkind word 
about anyone. Mary died of bronchitis on 
22 June 1907. Her funeral was held at 
Sacred Heart Church, and she was buried 
beside her husband at Sacred Heart 
Cemetery, 

William and Mary were the parents of 
11 children, and many of those children 
remained in the local area. Ed Shea 
bought a farm in Highland Twp. and 
reared a large family . Margaret Shea 
became a nun and was known as Sister 
Martha. She was active in work for the 
church at sever~! locations in Iowa, and 
she died in Dubuque. 

Thomas Shea bought a farm near 
Platte, S.D., and he brought up a large 
family there. Some of his children later 
came back to the Volga area. Mary Shea 
Little lived in the Volga area and reared a 
large family. Kate Shea Crowley lived 
near Pittsville, Wis.; she and her 
husband made frequent trips back to 
Iowa to visit the family . 

Martin Shea farmed near Volga for a 
time, and then he bought another farm 
near West Union. He and his wife had 
several children . William Shea Jr. was a 
farmer, and he farmed a portion of the 
parental Shea farm . Julia Shea Bergan and 
her husband farmed in the Volga area, 
and they reared a large family. 

Rosa Shea Glennon taught school for a 
number of years before she was married. 
She and her husband farmed in the Volga 
area and reared two children. John Shea 
remained on the parental farm and reared 
a large family . Anna Shea was the only 
one of the children who died in infancy. 

William and Mary also sheltered four 
orphan children. Pierre and Mike were 
brought up in the parental Shea home. 
Bessie and Timothy were reared by Ed 
Shea. 

By Donald Curran 
Addendum: At times when William 

was in St. Louis, he went north along the 
Mississippi, cut down saplings and 
floated them down the river to finish the 
barrels. One night he got lost in the 
woods near Clayton, being followed by 
wolves. He sought refuge on top of a 
wood pile and with a club and his 
trusting dog, fought them off until dawn. 

William and Mary met and married in 
St. Louis. March 5, 1961 , he purchased 
their farm land in Sperry Twp. from R.C . 
Place, and they raised their children in a 
log cabin. The cabin was replaced by a 
small two story house in 1900 and still 
stands with a small addition. 
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THE STORY OF lOWA 101) 

It 11·a, ir,•nt thi,; background oi ample experie n ce 
and kno11·k<lgl· that she a ;;q11nccl the office of r e­
cord er of l'"tta11·attamie Coun ty. whi ch ,;he holds 
todaY. H er knnwkclge oi banking and hu,;incs s man ­
agen-J ent rc ,·cin·d r<:cognitiun from the citizens oi 
Council Ul uth and o f th e co unty when. in 19-J 2, sh e 
was elect t·d to the offic e. Her aclntinistra tion has 
been abl e an d effici ~ nt. and , Ill' h a,; hecn t 11- icc r e­
elected. \I i,, Chri,;t t tL-'en's o ffi,· e,; are at t he county 
cou rt hou-c in Co un cil Bluffs. 

H er ahi lit ic' han been sought in other ca pac ities . 
She is sc·crctan· a nd tre a,;urn of the l011·a R ecords 
:\ssociation. :\.~ a m ember of th e Busine,;; and Pro ­
fessional \\ .nmcn' s As sLKiatio n. ,-he ha,; been an o ffic er 
in th e local di ,- tr ic t and state cl ubs. Sh e l10lds mem­
ber,; hip abu in the :\merican Legion .-\ux iliar y, and 
is pa>t pre-id ent of the Council Bluffs unit o f the or­
ganization .. -\ R epublican in her politics. 11lis,; Chris ­
tensen is treaour er o f the Se1·en th Di ,t rict R epubl i­
can \\-omen's Club, She is a m ember of the execu­
tive board s of the foll o 1ving o rganization s : th e .\meri­
can Red Ct·o". local ch ap te r ; the Sa h·atio n :\rm y; 
and th e Con1m unitv Chest lo cal boards . She is a 
m emb er ,,i th e hoat:d of dir ec tor ,; of th e Chamber o f 
Commcru·. a m ember oi the Countv !-arm Bureau 
and the \\' mnen's Chri s tian .-\ sso ci a t1on. 

A pub li c-miuded c itizen. eager to do her part in 
every \\·n rtln1·hil e civic proj ec t. :\[i ss Christense n is 
al so a n ca rne'>! worker in th e church, he r cou g rega­
tion bein g St. J o hn's Lutheran. 

H ON. FERN E UGE N E SH A RP-In the state 
capital , th e Hon. Fern Eugen e Sharp is a well known 
figur e in publ ic li ie a s th e senator from Elkader, Clay­
ton County. _\ su cc ess ful lawyer of experienc e, an edu­
cator, farmer and bu sin ess man. he is emiuently fitted 
to con sid er the problems th at must he solved by th e 
State aud it,; people, aud he has sponsored or sup­
ported many progressive me a,;ur es in both the Hou ~ e 
and th e Se nate during the deca de h e ha s been a m em­
ber of the C ene r al :\ ssembh-. 

Seuator Sharp \Va s lwr it in Edge11·ood. Clayton 
County, Jo ,1·a. on F ebruary 19. 1894, son of Joseph 
and Laur a !Tear) Sharp. His paternal grandfather, 
Robert Sharp, a native of England. mi g rated to the 
U nit ed States and set tl ed fir>t in Illin o is. and th en 
went o n to \\'i scon si n. H er e hi s elder son, Joseph 
Sharp. 11·as horn. \\'hen th e hov was a fe11· m onths 
old. th e fam ily r emoved to Edge~1·ood. \\'here rel at ives 
have d11Ti t e1·er :;ince. It \\· as here that a second son 
was born .. -\!b ert Sharp, 1vho 11·e nt to . 'eiJraska \\'here 
he engagcrl in a dru g husincs:; . J oscp h S harp was 
reared on a farm and continued in ag riculture for 
some years. Lat er h e st ar ted a har d\1·a r e and impl e­
ment hu ,i ncs;; 11·iih which he \\·a ,; identifi ed to hi s r e­
tirem ent from comm erci a l ac ti vit ies. H e i; now a 
res id ent of Edge1vood . H e marri ed L aura Tea r. daugh ­
ter of Jamc.;; Tear. h orn o n th e I s le oi :\f a n. 1vho came 
to Iowa as a 1·c un g m a n a nd l0ca t ed in CJa ,·to n Coun­
ty. J o, eph a tid Liura (T ea t· I Sharp \\"er e ih e pa rents 
of three children: 1. Earl .-\ .. a fa rm er a t Edge11·ood. 
2. F ern l ~ u gc t :e. of th is r ecord . 3. E lsie, a form er 
teach e r in :\fills Cou nt1·; she married K enn et h .-\. 
Evan s. 11·ho i:; currenth: the Li eutenant Go1·e rnor o f 
Iowa . -

Fern f·:ugt ne Sh arp atten ded local :;choob before 
matriculating a t the S tat e T eac h er,- Coll ege . \\·here he 
was gradu a ted 11· ith th e cla;;,; o f 19 16. H e then taught 
for tw0 -c hnla>'li c 1·ears in Humh 0ldt C0unt1·. but 
wh en th e 1-nited s'tates en te red \\'orld \\'a r - I. he 
enlist ed itt the- .-\rm ed forc e:;. se n· ing \1·it!1 a :\lotor 
Supply Tr ;11n , ,f the 88th Di1·isi o n . \'i ne nwnth .s of 

h i, tour of dut1· 11·cre <wcrseas in France. with the 
_\me ri ca n Exp c-ditiunary Force:;. L a ter he compil e<\ 
the h istorY of hi,; o utfit. "1l utu r and S uppl y Train ol 
the 88th Divi s ion ." :\aturallv athletic. 11·hil e h e w as 
t eac hing he a l;;o 11·as coac h -0f the at hl et ic teanJS of 
hi s ,chool. 

l'p o n being mu,;tered nut oi th e Sen·icc. :\lr. Sharp 
return ed to ~l!ills County and engaged in ,choo l wor k 
for eighteen m onth:; bef~He entering t he L'ni1·e r sity c> f 
\\ ' i:;con :; in , at 1 ladi ,;o n . . \iter th e fir s t yea r , ho11·ever. 
he transf erred to the L1nivcr :; ity of Iowa 11·he r e he 
completed hi s law s tud ies 1vith th e cia;;:; of 1924. F or 
thr ee years he prac tic ed hi s profes, io n in Eclge\1·oocl. 
during w hich perio d 11r. S ha rp ha d th e h onor of being 
elec ted it s mayor. 

Si n ce 1927, -he has bee n a resid ent a nd a ttorn ey o f 
Elkader, Clayton County. fir s t a s a partner of \ ·. T. 
Price , a ft er whose dea th in 1931 , 11 fr. S ha r p jo in ed 
iorces with H . K. Rogg ensack. Enterin g politics . irom 
1928 to 1932 h e w as Clayton County at to rn ey; from 
1939 to 1943, he was State Repr esentative. and since 
1943 he has b een State Senator. .-\ s m ention ed, his 
sponsorsh ip and support of imp ortant measures h as 
been influ ential in the passi ng of some exc ell ent legis­
lati o n . Senator S harp is n ot only thoroughly w ell 
acquainted 11·itlt the n ee d s of hi s cons tituents, but as 
well with tho~. e oi the Sta te . and is const antly d e­
pended upon to co-op erate with proj ec t s an d p lan s that 
m ake for the best int erest s of Iowa at large. Part of 
hi s know ledge and under s tanding of public affairs is 
derived from hi s la rge agricultural holdings, consi st­
in g of five fa rm s . an d the ownership of city propertie s. 
Th er e a r e few worthwhil e community activ ities with 
which he is n o t associated . and he is a m ember of th e 
Rotarv Club and the Elkad er Service Club. He is 
affiliated with the Knight s of Pythias, a nd the Ma­
son ic Order. being a member of the hig her bodies of 
!11ason ry, and a Thirty- second degree Mason. He 
att end s th e Congregational C hurch . 

In 192 1, Fern Eugene Sharp married Jessie Fritz, 
daug h te r o f H enry \V. Fritz. and th e g randdaughter 
of Daniel Fritz. a pioneer settler of Clayton County. 
.\lr s. Sharp . a g raduate of Coe Co ll ege . was a teach e r 
prior to h er marriage . .i\fr. and Mr s. S harp are th e 
par ent s of the fo llowing children: 1. L aura Ma e, a 
grad ua te of C oe College; during \\'orld \\'ar II , she 
sen•ecl at \i\'a shington, D. C., wi th th e \ Vaves; sh e 
m arried R o bert Roehlk. wh o sen·ed in th e 1...' nit ed 
S ta tes .-\ ir Corps in China: no w attend in g Drake U ni­
\·ersity, at Des U o in es . where th ey r es id e ; they have 
a so n: Ri ch a rd. 2. Fer n Eugene. Jr.. ( known as 
Eugene) , currently a comm erci a l artist at Chicago. 
H e is a gra duate of th e l_: niY er :; ity of J o,\·a. later w as 
11· ith th e 1feredith Publishing Compa ny at D es Moines 
fo r one yea r. He married Zadonna Hall. daughter o f 
H aro ld H a ll of E lka det·. a fo rm er operator o f th e 
Elkad er Theater. nO\\' operating a finance company. 
3. Charlc>tte Eli zabe th ( B etty), a g raduate of th e l_Tni­
\'er s itl' of Iowa: sh e m a rried Grant Eastham, and 
they have a so n. Goeffrey. and a daughter, :\Ii chele. 
:\fr. E astha m se rv ed in the L' ni ted S tat e ,; _-\ rmv fo r 
t11·o ye a rs in th e .-\ leut ia n T,;la nd s, durin g \\' orlcl-\\'ar 
II , and is now attending the t:niversity of Iowa. 

A LFRED A. KASKADDEN, s in ce June 15, 1948. 
sup erintend ent of the O elw ein P ubli c Schools. 11·as 
horn in B o lto n , !lf aha ska C ounty. F ebruary 28. 11)09, 
th e son of .-\lfred I. a nd Sarah (\\'oodc ock) Ka s-
kaclden. · 

.-\ lfr ed I. K as kad den \\·as a nati 1· e o i Penns i'IYania 
bu t grew up in I llinoi, . He 1n~nt into r ai lr oa(! \York 
and came to I o 11·a in t!tat 'en-ice. H e is now r e tired 
and li l'ing in Oc;ka loo,a. 1-!i,; 11·ife. S ara h ( \\'oodcoc k ) 
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FERN E. SHARP 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character, and public service of the late 
Honorable Fern E. Sharp, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

Fern E. Sharp was born February 19, 1894, in Clayton County, town of 
Edgewood, Iowa. He was the son of Joseph and Laura Tear Sharp. He 
graduated from Edgewood High School in 1912. _He attended Iowa State 
Teachers College, from which he received his B.A. degree in 1916. He then 
attended law school at the Univers.ity of Wisconsin in 1922, transferred to 
the University of Iowa and received his LL.B. degree in 1923. 

He was married to Jessie Fritz on August 31, 1920. To this union were 
born one son and two daughters. 

Mr. Sharp was coach and manual training instructor at Livermore, Iowa. 
He was superintendent of the school at Emerson from 1919 to 1921. In 1924 
he began the practice of law at Edgewood. Upon his election as County 
Attorney in 1927, he moved to Elkader and entered into partnership with 
Attorney V. T. Price. After Mr. Price's death in 1931 he took H. K. Roggen­
sack as a partner and continued in the law practice. He was mayor of 
Edgewood from 1924 until .1927, also served as mayor of Elkader for a 
number of years. Served in the army during World War I and later served 
as commander of the Clayton County American Legion. He was a member 
of the Iowa State Bar Association, K. P. Lodge, Eastern Star and Elkader 
Lodge No. 72, A. F. and A.M., Clinton Consistory and El Kahir Shrine. For 
many years he served as a trustee or moderator of the Congregational 
Church and as a Sunday School teacher and choir member. He was a member 
of Rotary and served as president of the school board. 

Mr. Sharp, as a Republican, served in the Iowa Senate in the Fifty-first, 
Fifty-second, Fifty-second Extra, Fifty-third, and Fifty-fourth sessions of 
the General Assembly, and served in the House of Representatives in the 
Forty-eighth, Forty-ninth, Fiftieth and Fiftieth Extra sessions of the Gen­
eral Assembly. He passed away October 22, 1967. 

Surviving Mr. Sharp are his widow Jessie; two daughters, Mrs. . Laura 
Roehlk of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and Mrs. Bette Eastham of New:·Jer8ey; 
one son Fern Eugene Sharp, Jr., of Lake Forest, lllinois. He is &80 SUl'­
vived by one sister and ten grandchildren. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sizty­
third General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
Fern E. Sharp, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and 
useful public servant, and the House by this resolution would express ita 
appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members of his 
family. 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

DALE L. TIEDEN 
WALTER V. LANGLAND 
ARTHUR R. KITNER 

~;·e.&~ ·,.. 
. - , ~ 

·' ..... \ 
Committee 
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ID: !110765 
Name: Fern Eugene Sharp 
Sex: M 
Birth: 19 FEB 1894 in Lodomillo Township, Dayton County, Iowa 
Death: OCT 1967 in Elkader, Clayton County, Iowa 
Census: 1930 Lawyer, county attorney, living with wife Jessie and children Laura, Eugene and Charolette in 

Elkader, Iowa 
Reference Number: 110765 

,. Ancestry Hints for Fern Eugene Sharp 

2 po~sibl~ .bl~_tQDCC!li~GO..I9 matches 

Father: Jps_epllJ'LSba_rp b: 7 JAN 1865 in Davila or Danville, Wisconsin 
Mother: Laura Luella Tear b: 5 JAN 1867 in Delaware County, Iowa 

Marriage 1 Jessie Augusta Fritz b: 23 APR 1893 in Garnavillo Township, Clayton County, Iowa 
Married: 1920 in Iowa 
Children 
• La_YLa.J1aJ)_Sb_aiR b: 27 NOV 1921 in Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin 

Living Sharp 
• Living _Sharp 
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L \' ancestry 
VI 

You searched for Fern Sharp in Iowa 

Contact Us: !-BOO-ANCESTRY 

c. 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Fern Sharp 

Birth Year: abt 1894 

Hirth Place: Iowa 

Race: White 

Marital Status: Single 

Census Date: 1915 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Delaware 

Locality: Edgewood 

Mother's Iowa 

Birthplace: 

Father's Wisconsin 

lliJthplace: 

Roll: IA1915_137 

Line: 182 

Neighbors : View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: Fern Sharp 

Source Informat ion: 
.-\nreslt).rom. Iowa State Census ('allection, 1836·1925 {datal>a:-.t> on-line!. Pr0\'0, UT. CSA: 
Anc~~!ltry.com Opt>rations Inc. 2007. 

Age 

21 

01iginal data: i\1icrofilm of lo"'<l State Censuses, 1856. t88s. t89S- 1905. 1915. 1925 as well 
, -arious .special censuses from 1836-1897 obtaint'd from tht:> Stale llistorical Societ~ of Iowa via 
Heritagt> Quest. 

Description: 
'r11i.o;; database contains Iowa sli1te censu!,e~ for tlw following years: 1856. t885. t89S- 1905. 1915. 
and 1925. II also indurlrs some h€'arl of houst•holrl crnsu~es nnd othPr special censu~es from 
18:J6-18C)7. lnfommtion avaih1ble for an indi,idual will \'::try according to the census year <1nd the 
information rt•qut'slt'd on the t'ensus form. Sonu• of lht• information contained in this datil bas<' 
though includes: narnt". agr. gt•nder. ract'. birthplace. mtuital status. and place of t•numeration. 
Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Infonnation PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry.com 

http:/ I search. ancestry .corn/ cgi -bin/ sse.dll ?indi v= 1 &db= IAstatecen%2c&rank=O&gsfn=F er... 5/31/20 1 0 
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~ancestry 
You searched for Fern E. Sharp in Iowa 

Contact Us : 1-800-ANCESTRY 

,;: 1997·2010 Ancestry.com 

1920 United States Federal Census 

Name: FernE Sharp 

Home in 1920: Honey Creek, Delaware, Iowa 

Age: 25 

Estimated bitth abt 1895 

year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Son 

of House: 

Father's Name: Joseph 

Father's Birth Iowa 

Place: 

Mother's Name: Laura L 

Mother's Birth Iowa 

Place: 

Marital Status: Single 

Race: White 

Able to read: Yes 

Able to Write: Yes 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: Joseph Sharp 

Laura L Sharp 

Fem ESharp 

Elsie B Sharp 

Wayne Perry 

Source (~ilalion: Year: 1920:Ct•nsus Plaet>: Honey Creek. Delaware. lotL'a: Roll T625 ..t8:-: 
Page: BA; Enumer<ition District : lO!); I mage: 2,::;6. 

Age 

55 

53 

25 

23 

5 

Anrt>stn-.com. 1920 l :nitcJ States Federal C'en..<.;us jclat<Jbast' on-line]. Pro\·o. 
L:T. L'S::\: Anct'SlTY.<'Om Operations Inc. 2010. Images reproduced b) 
Farnil)St•arC'h. 

Original data: Fourteenth Ct>nsu:-; of thP l"nitt>d States, 1920. (~ARA microfilm pnblication T625. 
2076 rolls). Records of thL' Bureau of the Census. Rt'roni Croup 29. ~ational Archives. 
Washington. D.C. For details on tht• rontt'nts of the film numbers. \'isit the follO\\ing :--JAR.\ wt>b 
page: NARA. Note: Enumt'r<Hion Districts 819-839 art' on roll :i23 (Chicago City). 

I>escriplion: 
This database is an indt•).. to individuals enumrratt'd in the 1920 llnited States Federal Census. 
the Fourtt>enth Census of the L nited Eilatl•s. It indudt>s all statt'~ cmd tl'nitorit':-.. a~ well a:-: 
~lilit<H)' and ~rna] Force,<;, the \'irgin Islands.. Puerto Rico. :\merican Samoa. Guam. and tht' 
Panama Conal Zone. Tlw census pro\'idt>s many dt'tai!s about indi,·iduals and fomilies including: 
name. gendt•r. age. birthplact'. yt•a r of immigration, molht'r tongtH'. and parents' birthplnct's. In 
addition. tht> nanw.-; nfthmw listt'd on tlw population ~cht•dule arl' linked to actlwl images of the 
1920 Ff'deral Crn~u::;. Learn more ... 
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