Standard FPorm For Members of the Legislature

Name of Representative ECKELS, W(illiam) E(dgar) PENNSenator

A?f"ff"ﬁﬁ/-A«f “poks fil'ﬁ- %/“*
7
1. Birthday and place_ 28 October 1882 (New) Kingston, Pennsylvania

2. Marriage (s) date place o
Marion (Mysie) Weir McCutcheon, (10 June 1883, Ia - 28 February 1961), 28 February 19
at Goldffeld, Iowa

3. Significant events for example:

A. Business farmer; meat market

B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession

4. Church membership_  Methodist

5. Sessions served 52d to 55th GA, 1947-1954, Hancock County

6. Public Offices

A. Local township school director many years; county supervisor 1934-1946;
county board of review

B. State

C.-Rational

7. Death 17 May 1965, Britt, Iowa, Hancock Co Memorial Hospital. Bur. Goldfield Cem.

8. Children (1) Louise (Greiner), Garner (c. 1909 - ); (2) Forrest, Britt (e. 191
(3) Inez (Bottaro), West Covina, Cal. (c. 1915); fﬁﬁ%ﬂmﬁ—h@ua Belle

(died young)

9. Names of parents Samuel and Ella (Corman) Eckels; 1lived in Pennsylvania

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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10.Education Edueated in N Kingsdos

1 din
Mechanicscurg, Pa. -
11. Degrees bably—BAs—K N 1
12. Other applicable informat:ionE cotdftetd—F 1909—Worked as
hired man, married 1906, farmed, operatred meat market four years. Moved to Britt area and
bought farm 1917 Sold it —im 1920 but repurchased itr1924;—anmdtivedomr it——for—rest—of life

He came from Pennsylvania Dutch family; had at least one Revolutionary War ancestor.

His wife wasof Scuttishancestrgzy hdd—two year mormat—traiming course;—and—taught

in rural school.

Masom;—0ddFetltows,FarmrBureaur—Ffrusteeof Methodist—€hurch—BirectorHancock—Co.
Mutual Insurance Assn.
Repubiirarr:

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Sources Loy For Leglslalion Enliies

AppllcablliLy

Source Hon Appllcable Applicable Informalion oblained
Britt News-Tribune, Thur 20 May 1965 X death; obit
Stork/Clingaii, "Legislators T X sessions served -
House Journal 1965 X memorial
WPA cemetery Técords T x -
HENDOCK COUN_T_¥ HERITAGE X BIQ of Penn & of . son...-.—.
1920 Iowa Census : X Penn, wife & 3 children

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, low




g 5% 53 o'l
nded the " Yest Richsamedi, Mr, and

| Church- . greeling v .charch
iving Umé ; and District Supt. Arthur
Irs, -For- -~ hop James

Mrs, D, B. McEntaffer
olficinls, Mrs. Kindred
Kindred, Mrs, and Bis-

Left: Rev. W. 5. Paige presided over the
Moorstone laying ceremony. Sandra Townsend
puls one of 27 lems of interest In the copper box
thal went under the stome, Murthm
George Oakes sealed the box while Bullding Com-
mittes Chalrman Gllbert Guenther observed.

The Rev. Warren 8.
church pastor will officiate and In-
terment will be In the family lot
in Glenwood Cemetery at Gold-
field, The Grupe Funeral Home Is
in charge of arrangements,

Willlam Edgar Penn Eckels was
born the son of Samuel and Ella
Korman-Eckels on October 28,
1882 at New Penn, He
was educated in the New Kingston
schools and completed his educa-
tion at Kost Normal at Mechanics-

, Penn,
_lle moved to Golydlfield, in 1902.

sie McCutcheon on Feb. 28, 1908,
at Goldfield.

Mr.  Eckels owned and operaled
a meat market for several years
and also farmed in the Goldfield
moved to- Han-

rpunity and
Hancock Counly Supérvisor
1934 to 1046 and a State Represent-
ative from Hancock County from
1946 untll 1954, He also served .s
a trustee of the Methodlst church
and as a direclor of the Hancock
County Mutual Insurance Assn. He
was at the present time serving as
treasurer of the Masonic Darius
Lodge No. 431 of Britt and until
recently had been a member of
the Hancock County Board of RNe-
view, Mr. Eckels was a member
of The Methodist Church, Odd
Fellows Lodge and a 50 year mem-
ber of the Masonic Lodge.
After being in failing health for
the past few months, Mr. Eckels
died at the Hancock County Mem-
orial hospital on Monday morning.
Survivors incluce two daughters,
Mrs. M. F. (Louise) Greiman of
Garner; Wirs. Alfred (Inez) Dot
taro of West Covina, Calil,; one
son, Forrest of Brilt; five grand-

¥in -

| Corwith-Wesley

Ewwith-\l’ulry Tuesday, May 25,

‘Britt Duncan, head of radio, television

Ile was united in marriage to My-|®*’

il Graduates at

irty-one senfors, Including 17
and 14 boys, will graduate at

p.m,

Baccalaureate s Sunday, May
with Father Thomas O'Toole
ing the sermon In the Corwith

om, 8 pm. ’

Commencement speaker ls Jim

and speech at Drake University in
Des Moincs.

Special  recognition  will  be
awarded to seven senlor students
who have o "I avernge or above,
There will be the bar aasoclation
award, a citizenship honor and
dictionarics to the top senlor boy
and girl by the Federated Wom-
en's Club,

Members of the C-W senlor class
are: v ?

Duane Aitchlson, Stephanie Dar-
tik, Jerry Drockman, I'hyllis Clau-
de, Kathleen Devine, Flaine Ella-
son, Nadine Engen, Richard Erick-

n,

'Lester  Foley, Alan  Frelberg,
Cnrol  llelse, Nobert lloveland,
Evelyn Krauss, lleen Kruuss, Jan-

Andy Moore, Merlin Mortimer,
Gary Oxley, Marilyn Reiling|to
Thomas [el . Bil Ricke, Joan

e Trody " Shipmén, | st the information meetings held
R Maenet, Cymihls Weber, '_'s and Tuesday nighis.
e m — tha:“:;'léur n: at !J'l:mrou.ng in
y . Woden and-five at Crystal Lake
Hosp”al Notes :wn;:i informal discussions were

ADMISSIONS
Wednesday, May 12
Elmer Foster, Garner; Benjam-
in Ross, Corwith.
Thursday, May 13
Richard Brown, Woden; Maude
Hix, Burt.
Friday, May 14
Sara Mullin, Britt; Mrs. Wm. L.
Koppen, Wesley.
Saturday, May 15
Ida McCulloch, Kanawha,
Sunday, May 16
Mrs. Roger Lyons, Klemme;
Besale Tegland, Kanawha; Penn
Eckels, Britt; Jacqueline Seebeck,
Wesley,
Monday, May 17
Mrs, Charles Magruder, Garner;

children and four preat-grandchild- |
ren, Also surviving are two sisters, |
Mrs. Mabel Line, West Chester,!
Pa. and Mrs. Anna Melester of
Lancaster, Pa.

He was preceeded in death by
his parents; his wife, who died on
Jan. 29, 1961; one infant daughter,
one Infant son, one brother, Cleve:
land Eckels and ono sister, Mrs.
Tirza Newsbaum.

Masonic services were conduct:
ed at the Grupe Funeral Iome on
Wednesday at 8 p.m. by Masonic
Darius Lodge No. 431 AF. aml A
M. of Britt,

Bowling E
Dance Frid

The sixth annuul bowling uwunds
night and dance for the Biritt Howl-
ing Assn., wil be sponsored hy
Sunset Lanes at Duncan Commun:
ity HMall Friday, May 21,

The awards will be glven al 8
p.m, with dancing to start ul 9
p.m, All sp 8 and proapective
bowlers are invited to attend wih
thelr teams.

p
auled biack dirt (il
.0

ack

S

: Iwa erritorial and
riday,

Legislators Coljgction compiled by volunteers a

Saturdav

Debra Green, Kanawha; Mrs, Ray-
mond Bartek, Britt.
Tuesday, May 18
Mrs. Joseph Kern, Gamner; Mrs.
Aellts Burma, Woden.

DISCHARGES
Mrs. Ted llinders, Richard
frown, Julle Freeseman, Benjamin
lloss, Maynard Johnson, Mrs. El-
don Schutjer, Mrs. Alan Juss and
Murk, Mrs. Kenneth Forburger

|and Anlta, Richurd Hrown, Eise

Slulk (explred), Maork Matern,
Maude lix, Mrs, Richurd Kissner
und Kenneth, Mrs, lolger Madson
und Connle, Mrs. Halph Carlson
und Valerle, Elmer Fosler, ller-
man Carlson, Tena Riggle, Louls
Roberts, Mrs. Earl Filzgeruld,
Mrs, Wm, L. Koppen and Steven,
Jaoqueline Seebeck, Penn Eckels
(explred).

Set College Courses
At Britt School

The Unlverslty Collego of Droke
Univeraity will offer two college

fepateds atttieiBtatetH Storitdh8
summer,
“Problems In Child Develop-

mmt,‘: Education 163, will meeot
Troag

ot Teely 14 wiith Me

1 (lasses Are |

‘
vk
mif ¢

COMMENCEMEN!

Monday, May 24, 1965 8:0

HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASI

“I'll Walk With God"”

“You'll Never Walk Alone"”
Mixed Chorua

Accompanist —

D

“Chorale"
“Allegro Assai”
Clarinet Choir

Presentation of Honors —

Honor Students - - - cceeeeaeo Princiy

Bar Association Award ... -

Rotary Scholarship Award oo
Presentation of Class - -~ -- P s
Tresentation of Diplomas . oooooooo

Chairman,

W-CL School Vote |
On Monday, May 24,
Has Good Support

The WodenCrystal Lake dis-
trict will vote Monday, May M, at
the school house in Woden from
noon until 7 p.ms.,zsugn:p?mvl.nx lahde
expenditure of ) or -
dlili::n, The money will mm[:ffmm
current funds,

40 Profests for
Board of Review

The county board of assessment
and review has received 40 pro-
tests in regard lo property val-
uations and will give consideration
to them after May 20, the deadline
for protests.

Dr. Sc
Spe

Dr.  Alh
Dean of U
at Drake
1964, Drior
tion, for si

niver:
Thirty-three of the complaints :'T_\'i' ot 1
are on lurm property. The board sity of I
had expected more, Assessor Fred | Chicugo 12
Missal commented. The board will| . (ireen
visit each of the properties In ques- | 10 Chicu
tion with a representative from the | 1, 0 s
Cleminshaw Appraisal firm \i‘hk'h|u' three ¢
did the revaluation this past year. | goaie of s
The boards work was reduced | cojgation
when the appraisal firm held its | o000 o
open house early this year and ... .
made some of the revisions In val-| (o001,
uitions from their original figures. | o0 o 1
According to Missal there-hus|) ..\ \nan
been. no wholesale changes by the ley  Adult
board of review, since the board | Sy "ro,
does not act on protests until al- | 4 mish
ter the May 20. reatly he |

Girl Scouts Set [
'Fly-Up’ Friday

A Joint Girl Scout "Fly-up" amd
Court of Awurds will be held Fri-
day, May 21, at 7:30 p.m, st Mem-
oriul Haull,

The third grade Rrownles will re-
celve winga and “Fly-up" to Jun-
lor Girl Scouts; the sixth grude| Fiab-i

e
pityrotelbrany: Disdibin 95&4_%3@1
gradoe Cudeltes will bo starting o «

new Senlor Glrl Scoul troap In| ¥
it

b Mr. uml
Des Mol
week In
bingon hon
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Forty-sixth and Fortyv-sixth Extra, and Forty-seventh sessions of the Gen-
eral Assembly. He also served in the special sessions of the thirties when
the State of Iowa and the whole nation were in dire stress. These sessions
and his service were of benefit to all as they supported agriculture and
the small business of Iowa.

He was elected Crawford County Supervisor and took office in January
of 1948 and except for one term served continuously at that capacity until
his death, at which time he was chairman of the board. He passed away
suddenly in Denison, Iowa, on October 20, 1964 at the age of seventy-four
years,

Mr, and Mrs. Dreessen moved to Denison, Iowa, on May 20, 1948, and
made their home there since that time. He had been a member of the
Masonic order and a member of the Presbyterian Church and served in
church offices, He also held office of Democratic Committeeman.

Mr, Dreessen is survived by his wife, Wilhelmina; three daughters, Mrs.
Glen Hollander of West Des Moines, Iowa; Mrs. Ralph Alter of Coffey-
ville, Kansas; and Mrs. Lowell Miller of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; three sons,
Alfred W. Dreessen of Wall Lake, Iowa; Marvin Dreessen of Vail, Iowa:
and Leonard Dreessen of Vail, Jowa; ten grandchildren, six great grand-

children, four sisters. He was preceded in death by his parents and three
brothers.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sixzty-
first General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable
William J. Dreessen the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful
and useful public servant, and the House by this resolution would express
its appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members
of his family.

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

Harorp J. HoOUSTON,
LAMAR FOSTER, SR.,
ArTHUR C. HANSON,

Committee.

W. E. (PENN) ECKLES

MRr. SPEAKER: Your committee. appointed to prepare a suitable reso-
lution commemorating tke life, character and public service of the late
Honorable W. E. (Penn) Eckles, begs leave to submit the following me-
morial:

W. E. (Penn) Eckles was born near New Kingston, Pennsylvania, Oc-

tober 28, 1882, and passed away at Britt, Iowa, on May 17, 1965, at the
age of 82 vears.

Mr. Eckles was educated in the schools of New Kingston and Kost
Normal, Mechanicsburg, Pennsvivania. He came to Towa in 1902 and
settled near Goldfield: farmed for several vears. owned and operated a
meat market in Goldfield for four years.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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He married Marian W. McCutcheon, Eagle Grove, lowa, in 1906, and to
them three children were born: one son, Forrest; two daughters, Mrs. M. F.
Greiman of Garner, and Mrs. Alfred Bottora, E1 Monte, California.

Mr. Eckles came to Hancock County in 1917 and settled cn a 320 acre
farm, which he owned and operated in partnership with his son. He was
County Supervisor for 12 years, and chairman of the board for nine years.

He was a member of the Methodist Church, Masonic and 1.0.0.F. lodzesx,
Mr. Eckles, a Republican, served in the Fifty-second, Fifty-second Extra.
Fifty-third, Fifty-fourth, and Fifty-fifth sessions of the General Assembly
as a state representative from Hancock County.

Survivers include his son, two daughters and two sisters.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sixty-
first. General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable
W. E. (Penn) Eckles the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful
and useful public servant, and the House by this resolution would express
its appreciation of his service and tender its sympathy to the remaining
members of his family.

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the members of the family of the deceased.

Victor C. STUELAND,

CAsgEy Loss,

Froyp P. EDGINGTON,
Committee.

WILLIS CHARLES EDSON

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso-
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late
Honorable Willis Charles Edson, begs leave to submit the following me-
morial:

Willis Charles Edson was born September 25, 1874, in Wilton, Illinois,
son of Charles and Elizabeth Edson.

Willis Edson was educated in rural schools. He attended Buena Vista
College, Iowa State College and the University of Iowa. He received his
Doctor of Laws degree in 1901,

On November 11, 1911, he married Ethelyn Bailie of Storm Lake.

Mr. Edson began practicing law in Storm Lake in 1902 after teaching
school in Calhoun and Sac counties. He was Buena Vista county attorne:
from 1908 to 1912. He was also city attorney and mayor of Storm Lake
for several years. Mr. Edson served as State Representative in the
Thirty-eighth, Thirty-ninth, Fortieth, and Fortieth Extra sessions of the
General Assembly. He was Speaker of the House in 1925. Willis Edson
was Republican candidate for Lieutenant Governor in 1936.

Surviving are his widow, Ethelyn; two sons, Robert C. of Storm Lake,
and James of Omaha; and three daughters, Mrs. Margaret Ayers, Mrs.
Max Dillon and Mrs. James Hamilton all of Storm Lake.



mote the Hancock apple.

Frederick and August Duesenberg, Henry's
younger brothers, operated a bicycle shop on
Garner's Main Street for a few years, around
1900. They went on to become highly success-
ful inventors, and built the famous Duesen-
berg racing and passenger automobiles at
Indianapolis. Garner now has an annual celeb-
ration called “Duesey Days”. The name was
chosen because of the inventors’ association
with Garner.

by Marie Duesenberg
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Frank, Karen, Mike, Chad Duregger May 1989

Michael Steven Duregger was born in Mason
City, 1A 525/51 to Geraldine Chodur and
Edward Duregger, Jr. Mike is one of 10 chil-
dren. He attended Clear Lake schools and
graduated in 1970 from Forest City High
School. After graduation Mike worked at
Paul's Mobile Home Sales in Mason City.
While there, he met Karen Marie Moore from
Des Moines and united in marriage 2/26/72 at
Union Park Christian Church in Des Moines.

Karen was born 1/16/52 in Des Moines, lowa,
to Francis William Moore and Luella Marie
Smith Moore. She has two sisters — Belinda
Willett and Mary Goodrich. She graduated
from North High in 1970 and worked as secre-
tary for Harry Rodine Co. (swimming pool co.).
She attended the American Institute of Busi-
ness where she completed the Secretarial
Course in 1971. After AIB she worked as
secretary for the lowa Association of Second-
ary School Principals.

After the wedding, they moved to Waterloo,
lowa, where Mike was parts manager for
International Harvestore. In June, 1973 they
became assistant administrators at the Han-
cock County Care Facility, Garner (located
near Duncan). In May, 1974, they were hired
as administrators of the Care Facility where
Mike continued to care for the farm and mainte-
nance of the home and Karen took care of the
office and resident care until /1/89 when they
formed a corporation called Duncan Heights,
Inc. to lease the facility. The Corporation has a
5-member board, who leased the facility, with
Karen as administrator and Mike as assistant
administrator.

Mike has served on: Board of Education for
St. Paul's Lutheran Church; the Transporta-
tion Steering Committee for the State of lowa;

190

the Board of Directors for County Care Facility
Administrators as District President for 6
years, 2nd Vice-president for 2 years, and
President for 2 years. He also served as presi-
dent of Aid Association for Lutherans (AAL)
Branch 551, church trustee, Sunday School &
Bible School teacher, LYC & Cubs leader,
Little League coach, and Lamplighter for AAL.
He is also chairman of the MH/MR/DD Advi-
sory Board for the county. In 1986 Mike com-
pleted the course at NIACC to become an
authorized coach and has coached as assistant
Junior High girls' basketball since 1986, assis-
tant Jr. High boys' basketball 1986-88, assis-
tant varsity and JV football 1987-89, and head
Jr. High boys’ track coach 1986-89 for the
Garner-Hayfield school system.

Karen has served as Lamplighter for AAL.,
LYC leader, Secretary of Music Boosters for 6
years, member of MH/MR/DD Advisory Board,
CCF District President, training Planning
Member, and Human Services Training
Network Board Member, Member of WaT-
anYe, & Community Education Advisory
Board for 3 years beginning 1989. Karen com-
pleted the courses through DMACC in Ankeny
in 1985 to become a Certified Residential Care
Facility Administrator. Family retreat (church
camp for families) has been an important time
of year in the family. Both have served as
recreational leaders, assistant leader, and lead-
ers for the camp week.

Mike & Karen were blessed with three sons:
Chadwick Michael, Joshua William, and Fran-
cis Steven.

Chad was born in Waterloo, Towa, 10/4/72,
He has become involved in the sports program
in the Garner-Hayfield school. He participated
in teeball, pitchball, and baseball, developing
into a left-handed pitcher. Basketball is anoth-
er one of his favorites and he attended George
Raveling's Hawkeye Basketball Camp at Jowa
City in 1984 & 85. He also participated in the
Garner Basketball Camp where he was 21-
champ 2 years, freethrow champ 3 years, & 1-
1 champ 2 years. He has been point-guard and
forward on the Garner team since 7th grade. In
football he played starting quarterback for 7th
& 8th grade and plans to continue through
high school. Track has also been rewarding as
he ran the 5-flight hurdles, high jump, and the
440 yard relay. In 1987 he participated in the
state track meet in the high jump and placed
3rd, qualifying him for the regional meet.
Besides sports, Chad participated in Cub
Scouts for two years & earned the God &
Family award, began 4-H in 1982, and was
confirmed in 1987, Music is another interest -
he plays drums in the school band and has
accompanied the St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Bible School for their program, accompanies
swing choir, is a member of Jazz band, pep
band, concert & marching band. School plays
that he has been in were the Emperor's New
Clothes and Murder Takes the Stage.

Joshua was born in Britt June 21, 1976, and
died a few hours after birth on June 22, 1976.

Frank was born in Britt, 821/77. He took
piano lessons and is now playing drums in the
Garner-Hayfield Jr. High Band. He was a
member of the Tiger Cubs, a Cub Scout for a
year, and joined the Garfield Sluggers 4-H
Club. In school he played the part of a mouse
king in The Nutcracker and also was king in
The Proud Princess put on by the Intro to
Theater Arts. Sports has been an important
part of Frank's life. He has been a teeball
member and pitched on the pitchball team.
Football began in 5th grade as quarterback

and linebacker on the flag football team. He
participated in the PPKR and has placed 3rd in
punt, 2nd & 3rd in pass, and 1st & 2nd in kick.
He qualified for the state competition in 86 &
‘88. Track meets began in 3rd grade when he
qualified for the state tournament in the shot
put and went on to place 6th at Omaha, Nebras-
ka in the regional meet. Being a basketball
player is fun and he has participated in the
Garner camp receiving hot shot award in ‘86
and 1-1 champ in '87 and plans to attend UNI
camp. A new basketball contest — (SPAD)
began in 1989 where he placed 2nd in ‘agility’.
Wrestling has been Frank's first interest since
3rd grade and he has done well in it. 1989 saw
him as state champ in the 115# division for 11
and 12 year olds.

by Karen Duregger

ECKELS, FORREST

AND BERNICE
F164

Forrest Eckels, the son of Marian (McCut-
cheon) and William Penn Edgar Eckels, was
born January 7, 1913 at Goldfield, Iowa, He
had four brothers and sisters: Louise, Inez,
Mervin and Luella Belle; however the two
babies named died in infancy. Forrest attended
country school in Orthel Township #5, graduat-
ed from Britt High School in 1930 and Britt
Junior College in 1932,

Forrest was united in marriage to Bernice
DeBoer of Wesley, Iowa on August 19, 1937 at
the Woden Christian Reformed Church. Ber-
nice is the daughter of Claus and Bendina
(Peters) DeBoer. She has six brothers and
sisters: Anne, Esther, Herman, Clarence, Mau-
rice and Theodore, who died at age six weeks.
Bernice received her education in Kossuth
County in Wesley Township #1 and was gradu-
ated from Wesley High School in 1934,

So many changes have taken place in our
lifetime. We were raised in homes without
electricity, running water or central heating.
We had very little money. QOur first baby,
Wayne, was born at home for a cost of $25.00.
We knew the throes of a depression, but we had
plenty to eat. We had a large garden and
canned many jars of fruit, vegetables and
meat. We had a warm home, heated by wood,
cobs and coal.

Forrest, at one time, walked behind a one-
row cultivator pulled by horses; a far cry from
the air-conditioned tractors and twelve-row
cultivators that are available today. When we
were first married, we had a beef herd, a dairy
herd, a flock of chickens, and hogs. At the
present time, our son, Wayne, has specialized
in hogs.

The Eckels are active in their church and
community. They are members of the Woden
Christian Reformed Church. Forrest has held
many offices in the church, including, superin-
tendent of Sunday School, on the consistory
board and the recent church building commit-
tee. They are active in the Gideon Society. Both
have been involved in the Hancock County
Farm Bureau and Farm Bureau Women's
Committees. Both are life members of the
County Historical Society and Forrest is pres-
ently serving as the president. Through an
early ancestor who fought in the Revolutionary
War, Forrest beceme eligible for membership
in the Sons of the American Revolution

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

L

T T A T T N R R T e Y



Golden Wedding, 1987, Forrest and Bernice Eckels. Front Row L-R: Steve, Mark, Darin, Monte (holding)
Amber, Craig. 2nd Row L-R: Elise, Barbara, Bernice, Forrest, Marilyn, Michelle. Back Row L-R: Wayne,

Judy, Bonnie, Marvin, Bill.

(SAR).

Many relatives and friends joined Forrest
and Bernice in celebrating their Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary in July, 1987, hosted by their
children.

Our three children are a joy to us. Wayne,

‘e oldest, lives on our farm with his wife, Judy

Aarlowe) Eckels. They have two children:
Monte and Michelle. Monte graduated from
Britt High School and attended one year at
NIACC in Mason City, Iowa. Monte was
married to Suzanne Appelhons in May, 1988,
Michelle also graduated from Britt High
School and has had one year at Iowa State
University, Ames, lowa.

Our daughter, Bonnie, is married to an
economist, Marvin Kosters. They live in Ar-
lington, Virginia, and are the parents of three
children: Mark, Elise and Barbara. Mark grad-
uated from Calvin College in Grand Rapids,
Michigan in 1987, His two sisters are attend-
ing Calvin College, also.

Our younger son, William “Bill” is manager
of the Cobbler Shoppe in Britt. Bill married
Marilyn Smith. They are proud of their three
sons: Steve, who graduated from Dordt Col-
lege, Sioux Center, Iowa in 1988; Craig, a
student at Dordt College; and Darin an eighth
grader at Kanawha Christian School in Kan-
awha, Jowa,

Our children are all active in church for
which we are most thankful. God has blessed
us so wonderfully, We live in the best town, in
the best state, in the best country. What more
could we ask?

by Bernice Eckels

ECKELS, PENN
F165

The Eckels family, who were Pennsylvania
Dutch, have been in the United States for a
long time. An ancestor fought in the Revolution-
ary War.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Deslglf)ines, lowa.

William Edgar Penn Eckels and Marian Weir
McCutcheon, married February 28, 1906,

William Edgar Penn Eckels, son of Samuel
and Ella (Corman) Eckels, was born October
28, 1882 in Kingstor, Pennsylvania. Penn was
one of five children, namely: Mabel, Penn,
Tirza, Cleveland and Anna. Penn took a Nor-
mal Training course in Pennsylvania, but nev-
er taught school. He came to Goldfield, lowa in
1902 and worked as a hired man on a farm. He
was married to Marian McCutcheon of Gold-
field on February 28, 1906.

Marian, the daughter of William and
Martha (Stevenson) McCutcheon, was born
June 10, 1883 at Goldfield, Iowa. She had nine
brothers and sisters: John, Jennie, Mary,
Hugh, William, Nellie, Bessie, Luella and
Martha.

The Eckels moved from Goldfield to the Britt
area in 1917. Penn purchased a farm in Orthel
Township. In 1920 the farm was sold, but he
got the farm back a couple years later. Penn,
Marian and the family moved back onto this
farm in 1924, where they continued to live
until Marian and Penn passed away.

Penn and Marian were blessed with five
children: Louise, Forrest, Inez, and two babies
who died in infancy, Mervin and Luella Belle.

Penn Eckels held the elective offices of Han-
cock County Supervisor for twelve years and
State Representative for eight years.

Marian was of predominantly Scottish ances-

try. Her father lived up to his Scottish blood.
He had two pipes. The smaller one he used at
home and the larger one he took along when he
went up town and “mooched” tobacco from his
friends. Marian's mother, Marths, only weigh-
ed two pounds when she was born. At one time
she was lost in the blankets on the bed. The
older children sat on the bed, but Martha
survived and grew to be a large lady, bringing
ten children into the world.

Marian had a 2-yr. Normal Training course
in Goldfield, which enabled her to teach school,
having to walk in bitter cold weather to a cold-
one-room school house and teaching all eight

The Eckels were members of the Britt Meth-
odist Church. Penn was the School Director in
Orthel Township for many years. He belonged
to the Odd Fellows, Masons and the Hancock
County Farm Bureau. Marian belonged to the
Eastern Star.

Marian Eckels passed away February 28,
1961. Penn died four years later on May 17,
1965. They are buried in the Goldfield Ceme-
tery.

by Bernice Eckels

EDEN, CLAUS AND
FOLINA (PETERS)

Claus Eden was born on June 27, 1863, at
Freeport, Illinois. In 1868 at the age of 5 years
he moved with his parents to Iowa, settling in
the area of Ackley, lowa. Claus Eden married
Folina Peters on August 7, 1890, in Ackley,
Iowa. Folina (Peters) Eden was born March 14,
1870, at Ackley, lowa. They moved to the Eden
farm 5 miles southwest of Woden, there they
lived until the fall of 1928, when they moved to
Woden. A grandson, Arnold Eden, now lives on
the Eden farm. In 1903, Claus and Folina
joined the Christian Reformed Church near
their home. This is where both were buried.

Claus and Folina were blest with 9 children.
They are: Herman, who was killed in a cyclone
on September 21, 1894; Harvey who died in
1899; and Ada (Mrs. Kay Jensen), who was
born October 22, 1895 and died on March 16,
1921. These three children preceded their
mother and father in death. Also there was
George (married to Jennie Bruns) born May
18, 1891 and died July 11, 1954; Anna (Mrs.
John Greefield) born October 4, 1892, and died
January 12, 1968; Harm (married Letty
Meyer) born August 26, 1904 and died March
8, 1964; and Martha (Mrs. Charles Kruse) born
April 18, 1915, and died August 25, 1973. Still
living are: Hulda (Mrs. John Boyken) born
January 4, 1902 and Carrie (Mrs. Jack Strong)
born April 21, 1910. Hulda is living in the
Titonka Care Center, Titonka, Iowa, and
Carrie lives at 512 Beach, Council Bluffs, lowa.

Claus died on June 9, 1935, at his home in
Woden, at the age of 71. Folina died in Woden
on February 21, 1937, at the age of 66.

by Janet (Buffington) Remus





