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It was in 1891 that Mr. Peterson was united in marriage to Miss
Kirsten Jensen, a daughter of Peter and Marie (Andersen) Jensen, na-
-ves of Denmark, where they lived and died. To Mr. and Mrs. Peterson
s porn eight children: Anna, now Mrs. J. E. Hansen, of Crystal
we;g Iowa; Marie, the wife of O. E. Olsen, of Comfrey, Minnesota ; Mar-
3?1 H,., a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work; Walter, who is
living in Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and Ella, Dora, Eugene and Edna, all at
hom?i\.dr. Peterson supported the candidates and measures of the repub-
lican party at the polls but never had time to be an active participant in
political affairs. ~ He held membership in St. Paul’s Danish Lutheran
church and contributed to the support of its work. His was a life of un-
relaxing effort and his death was mot only the occasion of great sorrow to
his family and friends but was also deeply regretted by the community

"at large as he was recognized as a man of sterling worth and as a public-

spirited citizen.

GEORGE H. ROBB.

George H. Robb, one of the prominent and influential citizens of
Emmet county, suecessfully engaged in farming and stock raising on
section 13, Estherville township, was born on the 15th of February, 1881,
in Morris, Illinois, of which state his parents, Wesley and Eudora (Clow)
Robb, were also natives. In their family were seven children. Our sub-
ject was a lad of thirteen years when he accompanied his parents on their
removal to Emrmet county, Iowa. The father purchased the east half of
section 13, Estherville township, on which he engaged in farming and
stock raising on an extensive scale for ten years, but is now practically
living retired in Estherville.

" George H. Robb began his education in the district schools of Illinois
and later attended the high school of Estherville, Iowa, and a business
college at Kankakee, Illinois. Under his father’s able direction he early
became familiar with agricultural pursuits and since the age of twenty
years he has been in partnership with his father in their farming and
stock raising operations. He now owns one hundred and thirty-five acres
In the south half of the east half of section 13, Estherville township, and
the west half of the southwest quarter of section 18 of Center township,
an.d the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of the same section.

18 place is well improved with good and substantial buildings and the
fields are in g high state of cultivation. His stock is of a good grade and
Cmmands the highest price on the market.

Mr. Robb was married in 1902 to Miss Nellie Crim, a daughter of
A A and Eva Crim, who are farming people of Center township. Mr.
and Mrs. Robb have two children, Maurine and Merrill. The republican
Party finds in Mr. Robb a stanch supporter of its principles and his fellow
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citizens, recognizing his worth and ability have called upon him to fil]
many positions of honor and trust. He was a member of the republican
central committee two years, was township assessor four years and hag
been township clerk for the past three years. He has also been president,
treasurer and a director of the Farmers Institute and does all in his power
to promote the interests of his community. In religious faith he is g
Methodist.

HANS C. TOFT.

Many of the most highly esteemed residents of Ringsted are retired
farmers and among this number is Hans C. Toft, who was born in
Schleswig, Germany, of Danish descent, the sixth in order of birth in
a family of seven children born to George and Ellen (Jessen) Toft.
The father was a carpenter and mason.

Hans C. Toft was the only one of the family to come to the United
States save his youngest brother, who was accidentally scalded to death
on a steamboat running from San Francisco to Portland. Mr, Toft of
this review attended school in his native country until he was sixteen
years old and later spent eighteen months in the Danish army according
to the requirements of the country. Upon returning to civil life he was
employed as a farm hand for two years, but in 1881 came to the United
States and made his way to Battle Creek, Iowa. There he took out his
first naturalization papers as it was his intention from the beginning to
thoroughly identify himself with his adopted country. He worked for
farmers in that locality for a time, but as soon as possible bought land,
becoming the owner of eighty acres in Ida county. After farming that
place for four years he went to Clinton, Iowa, where he was employed
in a sawmill until 1893, in which year he removed to Kossuth county.
He rented a farm near the Emmet county line and for three years was
engaged in its operation, but at the end of that period purchased the
west half of the southeast quarter of section 13, Denmark township,
Emmet county. There he engaged in farming and stock raising until
he retired from active life in 1915 and removed to Ringsted, where he
is now making his home. He was thoroughly familiar with the most
approved methods of cultivating the fields and caring for the live stock
and was energetic and industrious, allowing nothing to interfere with
his farm work, and thus it was that he gained a competence.

In 1887 Mr. Toft was married to Miss Abilena Wilson, a daughter
of Andrew and Katherine Wilson, natives of Schleswig, who, however,
emigrated to the United States. They lived for some time in Clinton,
Iowa, but subsequently made their home in Hancock county, Iowa, with
their son Jesse, now a resident of Armstrong, Iowa. The mother died
in Hancock county, but the father passed away in Emmet county while
living with Mr. and Mrs. Toft. He is buried in St. John’s cemetery.
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in addition, @ member of

L County As~ociation, the lTowa State
Dar Assoc noandd the Amierican Dar \ssociation.
He was a ¢ ¢ reom Towa to Democratic Natienal

In the legad protession he i,
the Crawior ¢ Bar

conventioins vt o2, also in 1932 when Franklin
Delano Rear ~ovelt was nrst nominated for presilent,
and again veedd, when Franklin Deluno Roosevelt

svas nomin oo tor s rourith term as prestdent. e i-
alco a memic ¢ oof the Knights of Columbus, the ¢irder
of RC(I .\[kl‘ e nCI)L\H](.!t ZlHl] l'l'l)fm‘li\’c ()r(lgr .1f
Zlks, aned ¢ Kiwanis Club of Denison, as well as
the Towa N.oc Historical Society. He is i communi-
cant of the man Catholic Church ol Saint Rose of
of Lima, i+ ai~on. Judge Powers™ farm, consisting
Af four bt o and ~ixty acres. 1= located in Craw ford
County, aind o~ devored to grain and livestock.

On Junc .~ ioth, at Denison, Judge Mowers married

Marie Lails ¢ davghter of 1 10 Co Lally, a Deni-
<on lawyer. o Katherine ( Hughes<) Lally. Four chil-
Aren werce Dorn to Judee and Mrs. Power<: 1.0 AMary
Katherine, wite of Richard Kimball, who <erved in
<he United States \'n'\' \\ith the rank of lieutenant

commander 1 \World War and i~ now a securities
broker in New York City. .\Il. and Mrs. Kimball have
three children:  Elizabeth, Katherine. and Caroline
Kimball. 2. [Patricia, the wife of Joseph A. Keller.
who is World War 1T was an ensign with the United
States Navy '~ Construction Battalion and is now a
business cugineer at Chicago. Mr. and Mr~. Keller
are the parvit~ of Blanid and Joseph Keller. 3. James
P. Power~, who was bhorn on April 0, 1924, and is a
graduate ol Denison High School and of the Univer-
sity of Arizona, at Tucson, and who is a membher of
the class o w31 at Harvard University School of
Law. In World War IT James P. Powers spent a year
in Alaska for the government. 4. Walter L. Powers,
who was horn on September 4, 1920, was fatally in-
jured in an automobile accident on June 17, 1947, A
graduate of Denison High School, Walter Powers
served with the United States Infantry as a technical
sergeant in \World War Il and after the surrender of
the Pacific cnemy ~erved with Headquarters Company
in Japan. He was a <student at the University of Chi-
cago at the tinic of his death.

J-:EO V. McTAGUE—\muong hotels of high <tand-

ing in Towa nd the north central <tates is the Denison

Hotel in Derrson. This is owned and operated by Leo
Vo McTague. o hotel man of long experience who

Was once tiv owner amd cperator of hotels not only in
various othier part< of Jowa but also in Southern Min-
Nesota.  \<il¢ from his reputation as grecter and
host, Mr. Mo Iigue 1= known [or his activities in civice
work and C vholic cireles.

_Born in Aloreris, Hlinois, on July 7. 8og. Mr. Me-
Tague is the ~on of John wnd Ellen 1 Crowley) Me-
Tague. Hi- ather, who was born in 1870, was a farm-

er and stock
1905. Fron

Hhnets, until
and stock

ralser in
1903 to 1913 he

Grundy County,
Wi~ @ farmer

faiser in Moody County, South Dakota. When he
;‘?tlred m jo13 fohn MceTague made his home with
1S son, maosinge with him as he ros<e in the hotel world

and dying i1 Deni-on in 1944,

Leo M avue was educated in the elementary and
\Igh schools o hi~ native [linoi< county. He went
Lml? the hoto! husiness at an early age. ~_tarting as a
ellboy. Hi. jirogress was rapid in the business. and in
time he vy . Salding positions of great responsibility
With hotol. o Scuthern Minnesota and  Northern
OWa. Tn 1oo he purchased his tirst hotel ar Sjgour-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa. '
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ney, lowa, Shortly alterward he also ok over the
Winnesheik at Decorah. These he operated until
1022, when he <old oue. The Winnesheik i~ now a
member of the Doss Hotel chain,

When he ~old the >1:H‘.Il"|n'}‘ il Decorah hotels,
Mr. MceTague purchascd the Denison Hotel in Deni-

~on and has ~ince heen e~tabli=hed in that conununity,
\When he Arst bougeht this hotel inorg220 M, Mo Tague
tound that its fifty rooms were suilicient for the trade
ol the davs, but as he expanded the -ervice and in-
creased  the hotel's popularity, the need for more
rooms hecame acute. In 1920, he built an addition to
the building and alsa remodeled and modernized the

entire  siructure.  Now  there are eighy rooms. as
well as a dining room and a colfee <hop that seats
sixtyv-tive and a Pl'l\’;lt(‘ dining room that scats Aty

Al of these he also operates. Under his direct super-
vigion, o, arce the Grevhound hus stop at the hotel
and the main office of the Weatern Union. al~o hon~ced
there.

A prominent figure in the hotel world, Mr. McTague
i~ a member of the \merican Hotel Owners Associ-
ation, the Northwest Hotel Owners Association and
the lowa State Hotel Owners Association. He also
is active m the Knights of Columbus and is a Demo-
crat. Hz is fond of all outdoor sports.

On July 1, 19013, at Flandreau. South Dakota. Mr.
McTague married I“rances Schroedl, and they have
hecome the parents of a son, Richard Leco McTague.
who was born in Minnesota in 1917 and is now oper-

ator of the lowa Theater at Denizon. and is also
prominent in the region.
GEORGE H. ROBB—Retired agriculturist and

business man, George H. Robb has to his credit like-
wise a noteworthy career in the service of the public.
He has never found progressive citizenship incompati-
ble with commercial activities and has been a legis-
lator. member of the Estherville City Council and
other boards. and mayor of his city. a well justified
recognition of his civic spirit and proven capabilities,

A native of Morris, Illinois, born on February 1.
1381, George Robh is the <on of Wesley and Eu-
dora (Clow) Robb, his father heing a livestock buyver

who died in 1024, Mayor Robh was educated in the
crammar and high <chools of FExtherville, and the
Extherville Buszines<s College. Over a period of forty
vears he has had extensive farming interests. In 1934
he ~tarted an independent stockyard in Estherville,
and built a large modern sales barn in the community.
In 1947, however. he practically retired from most
husine~s activities, turning over the livestock enter-
priz¢ to hiz son, Jay Al Robb, and <on-in-law, Evan
Higgins, who manage the tarms, the Estherville Auc-
rion Company, and the other interests retained by Mr.

Rohh.
Alwayvs civie-minded and a voter who never found
constructive citizenship incompatible with bhusiness,

Greorge H. Robb has been for four regular and onc spe-
cial session. a member of the City Council of Esther-
ville, one of its most vigorous proponents of progres-
sive meas<ures and modernized ordinances. In 1949
he was honored with clection as Mayvor of Estherville,
a post for which he was amply htted by abilities, ex-
perience and devotion to duty. He resigned as mayvor
on his appointment by Governor Beardsley, on May 1,
1930, a= a member of the State Tax Commission to
fill out the \I]lt‘\pll"L’(] term of Warren Wells, chairman
of ihe commission. who had restgned. Sinee then, Mr
and Mr~. Robh have been living in Des Moines, Mr.
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Robb was a member of the Estherville Board of Edu-
cation for thirteen years, a number of these being
president of the organization. During his leadership
the present fine Roosevelt High School was built. In
religious affiliation Mr.. Robb is a member of the
Estherville Methodist Episcopal Church, and has
served since 1941 as a member of its board of trustees.
Mr. Robb was appointed by Governor Beardsley to
serve on the “Little Hoover” Reorganization Commit-
tee. He is a member and past president of the Esther-
ville Chamber of Commerce and of the Rotary Club.

On December 4, 1902, at Estherville, George H.
Robb married Nellie M. Crim, daughter of Albert A.
and Eva M. (Brown) Crim. Mr. and Mrs. Robb are
the parents of two children: 1. Olive Maurine, who
married Evan Higgins, farm manager and company
manager of the Estherville Auction Company. Their
children are: i. Georgia Mae. ii. Joen. iii. Robb Evan,
who died of infantile paralysis at the age of fifteen.
iv. Jack Robb. 2. Jay M., who attended the Iowa
State University; for several years he owned and
operated a fleet of twenty transport trucks, running
from New York to San Francisco; in 1947 he retired
from this business to become manager of his father’s
many interests. He married Elsbeth Terry, and they
have two children: i. George M. ii. Jean Ann.

FRANCIS EVERETT VAN ALSTINE, lawyer,
of Pocahontas, was born at Gilmore City, Iowa,
August 29, 1901, son of Mary Bertha (Beers) and
Howard S. Van Alstine. He attended the public
schools at Gilmore City, Iowa, and was graduated at
St. John’s Military Academy, Delafield, Wisconsin,
with the class of 1919. He attended the State Univer-
sity of lowa from 1920 to 1924 and then transferred to
the George Washington University at Washington,
D. C,, attending night classes while employed at the
House Office Building Post Office. Graduating with
the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1928, he was ad-
mitted to the Iowa Bar the same year, and opened
a law office at Gilmore City, Iowa. Having suffered
an accidental injury to his eyes resulting in the de-
tachment of both retinas, his vision failed in 1932,
and he spent the following two years under surgical
treatment, resulting in the restoration of vision in one
eye. In 1934, he opened a law office in Pocahontas,
lowa, where he has continued in the active practice
of law. In 1041, he was elected County Attorney of
Pocahontas County, and was continued in that office
for four terms, after which he declined to run for the
fifth term that he might devote his entire time to his
growing practice.

Throughout his business career, Francis Everett
Van Alstine has been active in community and state-
wide improvements, and has been prominent in Re-
publican political circles, serving as Republican Coun-
ty Chairman from 1938 to 1944. He is a charter mem-
ber and past president of the Pocahontas Rotary Club,
secretary of the Pocahontas Planning and Develop-
ment Committee, and as legislative chairman of the
County Attorney’s Association and a member of the
legislative committee of the American Bar Associ-
ation, he has been prominent in the development and
improvement of the Iowa penal system and the gener-
al administration of justice. Fraternally he is affili-
ated with the Masonic Lodge, including the Consis-
tory; the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks;
the Scabbard and Blade; Phi Alpha Delta; and numer-
ous clubs. He is a member of the board of directors
of the Iowa Taxpayer’s Association, and a member

of the Jowa State and American bar associations, and
the American Judicature Society.

In 1945, he married Eleanor Thomas, daughter of
Seth and Ella (Brown) Thomas of Fort Dodge, lowa.

CHARLES E. CURTIS—Mayor of Spencer, lowa
Charles E. Curtis has a background of varied com-
mercial pursuits. He has been sucessful in the dis-
tribution of automobiles and of petroleum products,
has sound experience in manufacturing, and in times
of war has served his country in both military and
civilian capacities. He was re-elected to the office of
mayor in 1950, without opposition.

Born in Chicago, Illinois, June 10, 1894, Mayor
Curtis is a son of Edward S. and Gertrude (Johnston)
Curtis. His father was an attorney in the Illinois
metropolis. However, Charles E. Curtis lived in Iowa
from his early years, attending the elementary and
high schools of Mount Pleasant and graduating from
the Mount Pleasant High School in 1914. He there-
after spent a year and a half in the employ of a hospi-
tal at Warm Springs, Montana.. Also during this
period, he played semi-professional baseball as a
shortstop.

The United States had by this time entered World
War I, and Mr. Curtis enlisted and was assigned to
the Army Ordnance Division. He remained in military
service until 1919, and first established residence in
Spencer in 1920, traveling out of that city for an oil
company until 1926. In the latter year he entered the
wholesdle automotive parts business with his father-
in-law, O. C. Reiste; and on disposing of their busi-
ness in 1928, Mr. Curtis sold Dodge and Plymouth
automobiles at wholesale for the Rush Smith Auto
Company. Remaining with this firm until 1931, he
then moved to Emmetsburg, to manage a Chevrolet
garage there, and eventually purchased it. This busi-
ness too he later disposed of, and returned to traveling,
representing two different oil companies.

In 1941 Mr. Curtis went with the A. Guthrie Com-
pany of St. Paul, Minnesota, cn a project at Burling-
ton, Iowa. He was later associated with this company
at Grand Island, Nebraska, where he was placed in
charge of the master mechanics’ office. After com-
pletion of this plant, he worked for the firm in Kear-
ney, Nebraska, and on completion of its contract there
returned to Grand Island, where he was assigned to
the position of general foreman in the pouring of
bombs and 105 mm. shells for artillery pieces.

Making his home in Spencer throughout most of
the period since World War IT, Mr. Curtis was associ-
ated with Mr. Frank Kabrick, an implement dealer,
for about a year. He was elected mayor of the city
in 1948, which position he still holds, having been
returned to office without opposition in 1950.

Mr. Curtis is a member of the Spencer Chamber
of Commerce. He is fraternally identified with both
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Be-
nevolent and Protective'Order of Elks. A member of
the Blue Lodge of the Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, he has attained the higher degrees in the
Masonic order, and is a member of Clay Commandery
of the Knights Templar, and Abu Bekr Temple, An-
cient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.
He is a communicant of the Baptist Church. He has
retained his interest in baseball, which is his major
outdoor recreation.

At Mount Pleasant on February 14, 1916, Charles E-
Curtis married Alma M. Reiste, daughter of O. C.
and Etta (Rockey) Reiste. They are the parents of

one daughter, Virginia, who was born on September 0;
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1.0.0.F., Knights of Pythias, Sons of Veterans, B.P.0.E., and Masonjc
Lodges, having been a member of the Consistory and the Mystic Shrine,

Mr. Rayburn was elected Representative of Poweshiek County ang
served in the Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh sessions of the Genera]
Assembly.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fif-
ty-fifth General Assembly of Iowa, That in the passing of the late Hoiu-
orable Edward D. Rayburn, the State has lost an honored citizen and a
faithful, useful public servant, and the House, by this resolution would
express its appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the
members of his family.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the widow and son of the deceased.

GEORGE L. Paur,

MaHLON N. BROWN,
CARROLL L. BROWN,
‘ Committee.

GEORGE H. ROBB

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu-
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon-
orable George H. Robb, begs leave to submit the following memorial:

George H. Robb was born February 15, 1881, in Morris, Illinois. He
came with his parents to Estherville, Iowa in 1893. He received his edu-
cation in the Morris, Illinois and the Estherville, Iowa public schools.
He also attended the Kankakee Commercial College at Kankakee, Illinois.

In 1902 Mr. Robb was married to Nellie R. Crim of Estherville. They
" had two children, J. Merrill and Maurine.

Mr. Robb farmed twenty-five years near Estherville, and for twenty
years operated a livestock buying station and sales barn.

George Robb was known for his community service. He served thir-
teen years on the Estherville board of education, two years on the city
council, and was mayor of Estherville. He was a charter member of
the Emmet County Farm Bureau, and served as president of the Esther-
ville Chamber of Commerce. He was active in the Methodist Church.

Mr. Robb was a prominent member of the Republican party. He
served in the Tiftieth, Fiftieth Extra, Fifty-first, Fifty-second and Fif-
ty-second Extra, and the Fifty-third sessions of the Iowa Legislature.
He resigned as mayor of Estherville to accept appointment by Governor
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William S. Beardsley to the State Tax Commission in April, 1950. He
was vice-chairman of the State Tax Commission at the time of his death.

Mr. Robb is survived by his wife and two children J. Merrill and Mrs.
Evan Higgins, and five grandchildren all of Estherville.

George Robb died on October 27, 1951 at the age of 70.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fif-
ty-fifth General Assembly of Iowa, That in the passing of the Honorable
George H. Robb the State has lost an honored citizen and a faithful, use-
ful public servant and the House by this resolution, would express its
appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members of
his family. .

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

Max M. SOETH,

DwicHT W. MEYER,

CLIFFORD M. STRAWMAN,
Committee.

HEIKE A. RUST

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu-
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon-
orable Heike A. Rust, begs leave to submit the following memorial:

Heike A. Rust was born in Franklin County, Iowa, on December 12,
1883. He graduated from Sheffield high school; attended Des Moines
University for two years and later attended Iowa State College, at Ames.
He was actively engaged in farming after leaving Ames.

He was president of the Sheffield Community Creamery; director of
the Franklin County Mutual Insurance Association; was township clerk
for eight years; was secretary of the County Farm Bureau for five years,
and was active in Farm Bureau and other community activities.

He served as Representative from Franklin County in the Iowa House
of Representatives during the Fortieth, Fortieth Extra, Forty-first and
Forty-second sessions of the General Assembly. He was a Republican.

He was married to Miss Gladys Stubblefield, of Ipava, Illinois on Octo-
ber 8, 1921. He died at Passavant Hospital, Jacksonville, Illinois on
August 22, 1951. Funeral services were held August 24, 1951, with
interment in Diamond Grove Cemetery, Jacksonville, Illinois.

He 1is survived by his wife, one son Paul, who served in World War
IT; a daughter Elizabeth Ann Doolin, who is teaching school, while her

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society:of |
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You searched for George H. Robb in Iowa

Name: George H Robb

Home in 1930: Estherville, Emmet, Iowa

View Map
Age: 49
Estimated birth abt 1881

year:
Birthplace: Illinois
Relation to Head Head
of House:
Spouse's name: Nellie Robb

Race: White
Occupation:
Education:
Military service:
Rent/home value:
A

ge:

Bt
Neighbors: View others on page

View image

Household Name b
Members: George H Robb 2
Nellie Robb i
Maurine Robb *
Merrill Robb "

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Estheruville, Emmet, lowa: Roll 651;: Page: 64:
Enumeration District: 12: Image: 1063.0.

Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line], Provo,
UT. USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002.
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Original data: United States of America. Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United
States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1930. T626,
2,667 rolls.

Description:

Containing records for approximately 123 million Americans. the 1930 United States Federal
Census is the largest census released to date and is the most recent census available for public
access. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930. and contains
information about a household’s family members and occupants including: birthplaces.
occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service. The names of those listed in the
census are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census. Learn more...
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