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1

. llus morninJ~ i n. th•>. I•JWo ·s< fJf fwi :•: 
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Ctlr\'PH. , ( 1':.- J.. :l('()t;j[! I , ; tl tho · ~1 :'\\• ' ~H' \1"1 ' .' ''"1 ~ ~ : · l1i i> Pl'!" ."f tho• . f:tfl1 1ly · h:'\(1 not 1101' \\'lJl hC• :'\ f':ln\J ! <~a \o • :·,q 11 o>] o·t' · i 
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.• "" · I I , :o . .,. ·: ·~. II · ' ·· · \\I( (J \\ , :thh· !<.r r·. , n~ul t :-ttl o n fnr ! t [1' \\ ' " I hll \"(' nt'V<'l' h:H:l ',},'< 'l'll •' ll ,.,, .. .. 
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It was in 1891 that Mr. Peterson was united in marriage to Miss 

t Jensen a daughter of Peter and Marie (Andersen) Jensen, na-
J{irs en ' . . 
. f Denmark where they hved and ched. To Mr. and Mrs. Peterson 

t1ves o ' . 
born eight children: Anna, now Mrs. J. E. Hansen, of Crystal were . 

Lak Iowa; Marie, the wife of 0. E. Olsen, of Comfrey, Mmnesota; Mar-

t
. He, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work; Walter, who is m ., 

Jiving in Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and Ella, Dora, Eugene and Edna, all at 

home. 
Mr. Peterson supported the candidates and measures of the repub-

lican party at the polls but never had time to be an active participant in 
political affairs. He held membership in St. Paul's Danish Lutheran 
church and contributed to the support of its work. His was a life of un­
relaxing effort and his death was not only the occasion of great sorrow to 
his family and friends but was also deeply regretted by the community 

· at large as he was recognized as a man of sterling worth and as a public­
spirited citizen. 

GEORGE H. ROBE. 

George H. Robb, one of the prominent and influential citizens of 
Emmet county, successfully engaged in farming and stock raising on 
section 13, Estherville township, was born on the 15th of February, 1881, 
in Morris, Illinois, of which state his parents, Wesh~y and Eudora (Claw) 
Robb, were also natives. In their family were seven children. Our sub­
ject was a lad of thirteen years when he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Emmet county, Iowa. The father purchased the east half of 
section 13, Estherville township, on which he engaged in farming and 
stock raising on an extensive scale for ten years, but is now practically 
living retired in Estherville. 

George H. Robb began his education in the district schools of Illinois 
and later attended the high school of Estherville, Iowa, and a business 
college at Kankakee, Illinois. Under his father's able direction he early 
became familiar with agricultural pursuits and since the age of twenty 
Years he has been in partnership with his father in their farming and 
~tock raising operations. He now owns one hundred and thirty-five acres 
m the south half of the east half of section 13, Estherville township, and 
the west half of the southwest q uarter of section 18 of Center township, 
and the southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of the same section. 
His place is well improved with good and substanti~l buildings and the 
fields are in a high state of cultivation. His stock is of a good grade and 
commands the highest price on the market. 

Mr. Robb was married in 1902 to Miss Nellie Crim, a daughter of 
A. A. and Eva Crim, who are farming people of Center township. Mr. 
and Mrs. Robb have two children, Maurine and Merrill. The republican 
Party finds in Mr. Robb a stanch supporter of its principles and his fellow 
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citizens, recognizing his worth and ability have called upon him to fill 
many positions of honor and trust. He was a member of the republican 
central committee two years, was township assessor four years and has 
been township clerk for the past three years. He has also been president, 
treasurer and a director of the Farmers Institute and does all in his power 
to promote the interests of his community. In religious faith he is a 
Methodist. 

HANS C. TOFT. 

Many of the most highly esteemed residents of Ringsted are retired 
farmers and among this number is Hans C. Toft, who was born in 
Schleswig, Germany, of Danish descent, the sixth in order of birth in 
a family of seven children born to George and Ellen (Jessen) Toft. 
The father was a carpenter and mason. 

Hans C. Toft was the only one of the family to come to the United 
States save his youngest brother, who was accidentally scalded to death 
on a steamboat running from San Francisco to Portland. Mr, Toft of 
this review attended school in his native country until he was sixteen 
years old and later spent eighteen months in the Danish army according 
to the requirements of the country. Upon returping to civil life he was 
employed as a farm hand for two years, but in 1881 came to the United 
States and made his way to Battle Creek, Iowa. There he took out his 
first naturalization papers as it was his intention from the beginning to 
thoroughly identify himself with his adopted country. . He worked for 
farmers in that locality for a time, but as soon as possible bought land, 
becoming the owner of eighty acres in Ida county. After farming that 
place fo1· four years he went to Clinton, Iowa, where he was employed 
in a sawmill until 1893, in which year he removed to Kossuth county. 
He rented a fa1·m near the Emmet county line and for three years was 
engaged in its operation, but at the end of that period purchased the 
west half of the southeast quarter of section 13, Denmark township, 
Emmet county. There he engaged in farming and stock 1·aising until 
he retired from active life in 1915 and removed to Ringsted, where he 
is now making his home. He was thoroughly familiar with the most 
approved methods of cultivating the fields and caring for the live stock 
and was energetic and industrious·, allowing nothing to interfere with 
his farm work, and thus it was that he gained a competence. 

In 1887 Mr. Toft was married to Miss Abilena Wilson, a daughter 
of Andrew and Katherine Wilson, natives of Schleswig, who, however, 
emigrated to the United States. They lived for some time in Clinton, 
Iowa, but subsequently made their home in Hancock county, Iowa, with 
their son Jesse, now a resident of Armstrong, Iowa. The mother died 
in Hancock county, but the father passed away in Emmet county while 
living with Mr. and Mrs. Toft. He is buried in St. John's cemetery. 

i 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
!. 
I 

I 
( 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

I 

I 
l 
I 

. j 
j , I 
l 
i 

I 

i 
j · 

l 
! 

THE STORY OF lOW A 

tt THE PROGRESS 

OF AN AMERICAN STATE 

FAMILY AND PERSONAL HISTORY 

VOLUME IY 

LEW I S H I S T 0 R I CA L P U B L I S H I N G C 0 . , I N C . 
:-<EW YORK 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

THF. STORY or: 10\\ .-\ 1!6! 

In the k~ : ti !' ' . ll ).(.:----1(111 he 1'. tti (Iditit.lll. a ntetnltLT tli 

the Cra\\Jc q-~ \ .. 1 1 tlllt~· B ~tr . \ ...... ~ ~ c at itll l. ti ll· ll )\ ': a Stat.v 
Dar .-\--:--tll.:i·:t!. :Ji. :--tnd th L· . \ n·,L· r c;tn L~; t r . \-- :· t~ ciati ·. ) J l. 
I-fe \Ya:-- ;1 .~ ' ~ : tt1 .. : i rt- l ll [ , ... , ;1 t c1 l> v ll !th·ra tic \: ;!ti t.' ll ;tl 
COJ1\"(' l lt1Pil-- r --1 Il l 1•! .2-J. :iJ ... p i ll i ' J .~..? \ \ IJ L' \1 [." r;l l l kl ~ll 
::Jelano R n: .. ,-· .. ~..:I t '' a ~ rir-..t lltllllit , a t~,.: c\ i l·,r prl' :-- ident. 
;..:.nd again , 1 ! .~-+- \Y h vt l Fr;t lt kliJI ! h · l ; t J\11 f{,q l --l'Y ;..' !t 

\Ya:' noJn in •' 1 .; 1· 1·r l11-. t,)unh tvr111 :!:-- Jlr l' -- ~ dt.: nt lil· i -­
a l..:.o a nll~ J1J i· ~- 11i tlll· l(lli~ln .... 11! c,1Jutnh u --. 1"11~..· ~ Jr,kr 
(.)fRed ~I I.. I 'll: nclll'\"•. dvnt :tnd 11rt l t t: cti \" L' { Jrrl~..· r tli 
;:::Jb. and '' l'i" a1 1i- C h d' ,, f I kni-<>11. ~~ ''ell a.-
the Icny ;1 :---- ·. ;~' Hi . ...:t;.lril· a l :-:. uc ic.: t~ · - H v i.: a r P tll!ll :tni­
cant ni til , '.: •111a11 l"t h ,-.li L· l h urch , i :'ai11t J{ ,• .-e c.i 
,Jf Lin1a. l ~ - lti ~lnL JudgL· J\,\Ycr:-· i; tn n. Cl.Hl:··i-..t in .\.!. 
c>i four hu n·:· . ·<[ anrl -i"ty aL'l'<' .-. i- J,.,ratL·d ill l ' ra\\ i·.•rd 
Count\'. a ll·: > dL'\ ' t)tl'd 11.. 1 ,!.:T itin ~tur\ Ji,·v-.tt•ck. 

On )un,- . ·-... it_!!t). ;tt 1)\..: lli:-- cl ll, 1tul!. . .:.~..· l 1 t '~ \\L'f:- lll ~ i!Tlt·d 
~[aric . L ail~. •h dau .l!.htvr ,,[ I'.· 1·:. · C. ! .a ll )·. <1 lleni· 
,:onla1ryn. •:1·! J·:a th crin~ 1 HuL?:Iic' - 1 L :dh·. h>t1r r h il­
-iren 1\·er, ··:· 11 t" ludc:·c a nd \ rr- . J' , ,y~· r-: 1. ~ fan· 
1\:atherin,· . .,, ;,·l' ,,f. J{iL:harrl ['imhal!. \I' ll<'• '"n· ed i;, 
·che L'nitL·d ' t:o tL·.- '\an· "itl1 the rank o i lieutenant 
com mancln .,1 \\.<~rlrl \\.ar 11 and i.- 1101\. a sccuritic . .; 
broker in:\, ·" Y<~rk lit,· . :.rr. anrl :.fr>. Kimball l>aY e 
three chil rlr , ·I J. Elizalo~th. Katherine. and Car,.,Jine 
Kimball. • i ' :1tric i ~. the " ·iie lli J o.- eph .\. Keller. 
\\·ho is \\· , ,rid \\ ' ar 1 I " ·a .- an l'n,: ign \Yith the l.. "ni ted 
States :\:"·' ·- l'<HI.-trttrtinll Battaiipn a nd i.- nO\\' :1 
business (' li·!-!; lh'LT :1t lhicag-L•. :.rr. anrl :- lr- . Keller 
are the p a r •:l •l - .-,f Blanicl and Jo.-eph Kelkr. 3 . J~une.­
P. Pm,·er-. ' ' 11" 1\':l.' horn c> n .\pril 11. l•)LI. and i ' a 
graduat e L' i I lvni,;on High ~chool and L'i tile l"ni,·er­
oity oi .\ri t., II <L. at Tuc,;.on. and \\·ho is a m ember ,.,f 
the cia;, .,1· 1 "; 1 <ll H a n ·:. rd l ·n i,·vr.-i t,· :-: c !J ,,,-,J ni 
Law. In \\ ·, ,·Jil.\\'ar II Jamc, 1-'. l'o\\· er,: . .-p e nt ~ year 
in Alaska !,,- the gcn·ernm ent. -1· \\' a lter L. l'n\\·cr'. 
who wa,; J, ·rn un September -t. 11)211, " ·a, iatalh· in ­
jured in an ;otltnmuhile accid ent un June 17. 1947. -" 
graduate ,, ; lll'ni.-<•n High s,·!J,,,J. \\'alter l'o"·cr.­
served \\· it h tl" l"nited :'ta t e, lniantr' a;: a technical 
sergeant in \\ .urld \\':tr I i a11d ait,·r ih e -urren <kr , j 

the 1-'aciti.- •' 11<' 111 .1' -~rn· d \\ ' it h H ,·ad q uart l' l'' c.-.mpa'n\' 
in Japa n . I J.. "it.' a 'lluknt at th<· l'ni,·e r.-i ty c·f Chi ­
cago at th •. , ; ,liL' ,f Iii.- death . 

LEO V . TvTcTAGUE- . \n~<•nc: h<•tvl· <> i lii,rh c tand · 
ing in In\1·;, .!li d the n"rth L'L' IItr ~ l -tall'' j, t ilL· D cni,·.,11 
Hotel in 1),.,, 1_ , ,1. Thi.- i.- <HI n ed a nd ""cr:lt ed IJ -,· Lt:<' 
V. 1-fc"r ct~ \~· · . ; t ht )t l·l ll l(i ll c•i \. ~n g ..... ~ p c ril.'!l C l .- \\" \ J( l 

wa~ OIICt.: 1i 1• · ' ' ' lltT and ,. p ,: ratur t\1 !tcl t l· J ... ll dt till I~ in 
\·anous (lt litT 1.;t rt-- l't J tn\ .: i. h ut ;II:··tl i11 ~ i..n t th ern ~\[in ­
ne~ota. \ -. i.:v lr•)Jl1 h j ... rl'put ;ttit•P a-. g·r tT tl' !' all r1 
host. :-rr. ;_[, ·I :. c:·tJL· i- km .\\'n i"r hi- :lrti,·iti•:- in ,.1\'ll' 
work and l , ,iJ,·,J ic l'irck- . 
, Born in \: .. rri'. l llin .>i- . "II luh· ,. I~'J.J . \lr \[c ­
f ague i.- ti• , ., ,1 "i l<> in l :t lld ·1-: li..n 1 Cr tli\· J,. , . 1 \l c­
Tague. J-lj ... :ttll vr. , ,- J~n ,,-a .. l1 n r n in 1~7 i J . ,,·a:-- ·a iann­
er and ,.:t" '· :, 1-:,i.-,·r in < ;rt tll<h· l'<~lllll\·. l l li nc• i.-. until 
1905. Fru" ' 1·1.,; t" 1<11; liL· ;, :1- ;.; i ;;nnn a nd 'tock 
rai ser in :.,1 , , ,J;· c.,u;lt;. :'nutil Dab 1<1. \\ .he n he 
retired in 1• 1 1 ; , · I ulin \l.l'Ta((m· made hi, hc•mc· \\·ith 
his son. Ill <•-. i1; c: ~1 · it il him a .- ·!J ,. rP-e i1 1 t ilL· h o tel "''rid 
and dying i1, I Jc-n i-1111 in I'J-1-1· 

. Leo :-tcT :J c:liL' " ·a.- L'ducated in thL· eknH·n taf\· and 
lugh scho, ,J • . 1)· hi- nati,.,. lllitl" i ' C< Hillt \'. 1-IL·· "·e11t 
~nto lht li<' t '! Jq;, in e" <lt an carl_,. ag('. :t a rting a,: a 
.ellboy. H1· ,, ,.,((TL'" \1 a- rapid Ill ti ll' i>u•lllt'"· and 111 
h~1e he \\" ;1 ... · · - ~ .J·~lln .t! 111·, .. it j, )JJ .. 1•f grl'at r e -.p(lll .... ih ility 
l~t~ ho t vi- .,, :'<•ltthvn l \1 in iH·.,,r;, i!ild \',rr!Jnn 

\\a. ln I tt ·t • h~· p tlrch;l ... t'd ]l! , Ill--.! \l olf\:J. a\ :---H!Il llr -

ne\·, J,,,,a_ ~h~ ) nh ~JitL'i-\\ ; trd l! t' al--~~ t1 t"tl..: (J\·cr the 
\\:illnl':-ht·ik at U·t. \ :. 1rall. Th~ - ~- v h l' '' Jh: r::tt·d until 
l tJ _"' .2. ''hen h e .. l)ld 1 tlll. The \\.i n ll \ ' ... h c ik j .. Jhl \Y a 

n H· Jt J!,er pf thl' l1t) .. .: H ~~t·: l c 11:1 i!l. 
\ \ ' h e n he .. t) ld til t· ~ i~:,, ttr!l,.:,- ;l] t.l I ll'Ct1 r:1h ht ,h: l. ...... 

:\[,· . :\ l cTa;<u L· JlllrL·Ii a .-,·•i · tl,,· Ji vni -o•ll H<~tL' i i11 l >e11i· 
--~ '11 ;t!ld h a ..: -- incL· lll' t't : v--t ; d ll i .~ ~~t·d :1 1 t h;t t r •·i1 1·l tll. !llih·. 

\\ . hen 11~.: tir--t lJ!ltJQill thi- ht~t vl in 1:;2.! . ~I r . .\1 ~·T ag\~l' 
l· t,lllld that it .... tilt\· rLrUl1l .... \\ ·i..' r v -.ui"i"! L'i;,.·! Jt i «)r l h v trade 
t d. thL· da\ .... hut ·a . ..:. he L·'\.Pdllf h· d t hv ... t·r\iCt' and ln­
c r c·a:-- L'Il t·i ~ < · l 1ot e l'~ pL)t)tll.a rit}·. t llt· 11t' l'<i \ «)r Jll ( )fC 

1' <'<1111.- hl'r a lll e acute. ln I<)2(J. h(· b uilt ;111 :1dd it in n tn 
th;,· buildi ng and c'.l:--o re111lHh·kd :ti HI Jn t. dt' i'tli/ l ' d tl:t: 
t.~ ntirt..' ~ t ructure. :\ o \\· th e r e ctrl' ei~·ily r 1)Cllll .... as 
'.\"t·ll a .... ;t cliniug l"L)!Illt and a L' L)i"fl't> · ... :1,·:1 • thi tt .... L·at...:: 
:-.ixty-tiYL' and a pri\·a tl' dining ro•Jlll t h;1t ... ~_ ·:tt ... 1'1it}· 
. \11 ni the'e llL' ;\l,:o nperate-. 1. ' ndn hi- <iin·ct >liJ'l'r­
,· i~ i ~•Jl. t ~)t). ar l' the CreyhnltJHl ln1~ :--t «IJl at 1.llc h t.li t' l 
and tilL' m ain ,, ftire nf the \\·l' .,t <: rn 1_'nio n . :d .- " h .. n-ed 
~h er e. 

.-\ prnminent figure in the h o t e l \Yorld . ~fr . ~lcTa g u(· 
i, a member nf the .\merican Hotel 0\\·nn.' .\'-(' <'i­
:ttiC'ltl. t he :\orth\n·,;t Hot el O"·ncr,; .\;. ,ociatio tt and 
till' l O\\· a Stat e Hotel 0\\·ner;: .\,,;ociation. He a Jq·, 
i s arti1·e in th e };:night:' L'i Columbus and i,; a Demo­
c r at . H : is iond of all outdoor ,;port>;. 

On Jul y I. I CJIJ. at Flandreau. South Dako ta. :-rr. 
\lcTag·ue llldl'ried France .' Schroedl. and the,· have 
h econ1e the parents of a ;:on. l ~ichard Leo ~!c'Tague . 
" ·lw \\·a . .; lwrn in ~ linne,; ota in 1<)17 and is no\Y oper ­
~ w r cci the I L>\\'a Theater at Deni,on. ;u1d i; also 
prominent in th e region. 

GEORGE H. ROBE-R etired agriculturi,:t and 
busine,.:,; man. George H. Robh ha:: to his credi t like-
1\· i,: e a note\\'L>rthy career in th e ,; en·ice oi th e public. 
He ha< ne,·er found progre;;;;i,·e citizelbhip incompati­
ble " ·itlt commercial acti,·itie,; and ha,; been a legis­
latur. member of the E,:th en·ille C it,· Council a nd 
,,til e r hoank a nrl 1\la\·or of hi,: ein·. a \\'ell itJ>tified 
recognition ni !Ji, ci,-i·c ,p ir it and p.ro,·en capabi lities . 

A na t i\'(' c1i :. r l>rri.-. lllin C'l i'. J, ,,rn ( Ill r~ h ruan· I. 

1X81. Ceurge H. R0hb i.' the SL'I I oi \\"c,:k,· and .Eu­
d L>ra 1 Clcn;: 1 I<uhh. hi,: iather heing a liYestock bu,·cr 
" ·lw rlierl in I ~.l2.f. ~[ay,.,r R o h h \\:a.' educat e<[ in iiH' 
L?:r a mmar and Jti g· h -chc'<'l' ni E-then·illt'. and the 
·f-: -thvn·ilk RtJ.'ill.t' ' ' L'ollegT. ( her a peri ,)( ] o i io rty 
y ear' he ha' had e"tl'll'i n· ianning intcre,t>. In l YJ4 
h l' -t a r t ed ~n in dep l' n rknt .'tock,·ard in 1->th ef\·ille. 
:nH I louilt a lar!< e n iPdnn - a le' h a r n in the L' L' In mul litY. 
In l ~J-1/. IH ' \1 .~ \' t r . lw practically retire<\ ir u m lll<•~t 
hu.-.ine--:-- acti,·itiL' :--, turning 0\·e r the Ji,·c:--to(k L'lltt.:'r­
pr i ,~ l<' hi' »>n. Jay \ 1. R,•hh. <tnd -on -in-la\\'. r:,·an 
Hi~· ~in-. 1\' ll<> m a na((e tlw iarm,. the J·> th t·r,·ilk .\uc­
tj();l · ( ~ llllpall.\·, Cl! ll ) .the l'th<.:r illt tT(·.-.t:-- rl't;:tillL'd hy ~[r. 
I{ Phi' · 

-\lwa,· .. c i,·ic-Inillded and a , .~ lt<: r \Y }JI) Ill' \ . LT fuund 
C< > n-tru~·tiYe citizen.-hip illl'Uillpa t ih le " ·ith iJu,in e -.-. 
<";,· (l rge H . H<>hh ila.- heen inr fL>ur regular and <~IlL' ,;pe­
cia l ,,.,,ion. a member oi till' Cit,· Cuuncil oi E,:ther ­
,·i!ll'. Pnc ot it, 11\tht ,·igoron, prnponcnt,; oi progres­
,in· mea,urt' and nwr\crnized nrrlinances . In 1949 
he \\·a;; ilon,) red \\'itil election a< :.1 anlr oi E-then·i llc . 
~ po.-t for " ·h ich he "·;;, amply fitted h)· abil ities. ex­
pcri,·nre and dn·otion tn rluty. HC' re,igned a.- maYor 
(lll hi.- ~ppointm e nt h_,. Gcn· e rnnr Bear dsley. L\JI \fay I, 

195(1. a~ a member t>i the State Tax Co;nmi,;,ion to 
fill out the 1111e"pired term ni \\'an·en \\.e ll.' . chair man 
~~i ihv Cdlllllli ... :--it Jil, \\ h ~ ~ had r v :--i .l!nl'd. ~illCl' thl'n . .\lr 
an d \1 r-. Rnbl, ha,·c IJ~t·n Ji,·ing in lk- \luillt''. :-. 1 r. 
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Robb was a member of the Estherville Board of Edu­
cation for thirteen years, a number of these being 
president of the organization. During his leadership 
the present fine Roosevelt High School was built. In 
religious affiliation Mr. Robb is a member of the 
Estherville Methodist Episcopal Church, and has 
served since 1941 as a member of its board of trustees. 
Mr. Robb was appointed by Governor Beardsley to 
serve on the "Little Hoover" Reorganization Commit­
tee. He is a member and past president of the Esther­
ville Chamber of Commerce and of the Rotary Club. 

On December 4, 1902, at E stherville, George H. 
Robb married Nellie M. Crim, daughter of Albert A. 
and Eva M. (Brown) Crim. Mr. and Mrs. Robb are 
the parents of two children: r. Olive Maurine, who 
married Evan Higgins, farm manager and company 
manager of the E stherville Auction Company. Their 
children are : i. Georgia Mae. ii. J oen. iii. Robb Evan, 
who · died of infantile paralysis at the age of fifteen. 
iv. Jack Robb. 2. Jay M., who attended the Iowa 
State University; for several years he owned and 
operated a fleet of twenty transport trucks, running 
from New York to San Francisco; in 1947 he retired 
from this business to become manager of his father's 
many interests. He married Elsbeth Terry, and they 
have two children: i. George M. ii . Jean Ann. 

FRANCIS EVERETT VAN ALSTINE, lawyer, 
of P ocahontas, was born at Gilmore City, Iowa, 
August 29, 1901, son of Mary Bertha (Beers) and 
Howard S. Van Alstine. He attended the public 
schools at Gilmore City, Iowa, and was graduated at 
St. John's Military Academy, Delafi eld, Wisconsin, 
with the class of 1919. He attended the State Univer­
sity of Iowa from 1920 to 1924 and then transferred to 
the George Washington University at Washington, 
D. C., attending night classes while employed at the 
House Office Building Post Office. Graduating with 
the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1928, he was ad­
mitted to the Iowa Bar the same year, and opened 
a law office at Gilmore City, Iowa. Having suffered 
an accidental injury to his eyes resulting in the de­
tachment of both retinas, his vision failed in 1932, 
and he spent the following two years under surgical 
treatment, resulting in the restoration of vision in one 
eye. In 1934, he opened a law office in Pocahontas, 
Iowa, where he has continued in the active practice 
of law. In 1941, he was elected County Attorney of 
Pocahontas County, and was continued in that office 
for four terms, after which he declined to run for the 
fifth term that he might devote his entire time to his 
growing practice. 

Throughout his business career, Francis Everett 
Van Alstine has been active in community and state­
wide improvements, and has been prominent in Re­
publican political circles, ser ving as Republican Coun­
ty Chairman from 1938 to 1944. He is a charter mem­
ber and past president of the Pocahontas Rotary Club, 
secretary of the Pocahontas Planning and Develop­
ment Committee, and as legislative chairman of the 
County Attorney's Association and a member of the 
legislative committee of the American Bar Associ­
ation, he has been prominent in the development and 
improvement of the Iowa penal system and the gener­
al administration of justice. Fraternally he is affili­
ated with the Masonic Lodge, including the Consis­
tory; the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; 
the Scabbard and Blade; Phi Alpha Delta; and numer­
ous clubs. He is a member of the board of directors 
of the Iowa Taxpayer's Association, and a member 

of the Iowa: State and Ameri·can bar associations, and 
the American Judicature Society. 

In 1945, he married Eleanor Thomas, daughter of 
Seth and Ella (Brown) Thomas of Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

CHARLES E. CURTIS-Mayor of Spencer, Iowa 
Charles E. Curtis has a background of varied com­
mercial pursuits . He has been sucessful in the dis­
tribution of automobiles and of petroleum products, 
has sound experience i11 manufacturing, and in times 
of war has served his country in both military and 
civilian capacities. He was re-elected to the office of 
mayor in 1950, without opposition. 

Born in Chicago, Illinois, June 10, 1894, Mayor 
Curtis is a son of Edward S. and Gertrude (] ohnston) 
Curtis. His father was an attorney in the Illinois 
metropolis. However, Charles E . Curtis lived in Iowa 
from his early years, attending the elementary and 
high schools of Mount Pleasant and graduating from 
the Mount Pleasant High School in 1914. He there­
after spent a year and a ha.lf in the employ of a hospi­
tal at Warm Springs, Montana. . Also during this 
period, he played semi-professional baseball as a 
shortstop. · 

The United States had by this time entered World 
War I, and Mr. Curtis enlisted and was assigned to 
the Army Ordnance Divi sion. H e remained in military 
service until 1919, and firs t established residence in 
Spencer in 1920, traveling out of that city for an oil 
company until 1926. In the latter year he entered the 
wholesale automotive parts business with his father­
in-law, 0 . C. Reiste; and on disposing of their busi­
ness in 1928, Mr. Curtis sold Dodge and Plymouth 
automobiles at wholesale for the Rush Smith Auto 
Company. Remaining with this firm until 1931, he 
then moved to Emmetsburg, to manage a Chevrolet 
garage there , and eventmilly purchased it. This busi­
n ess too he later disposed of, and r eturned to traveling, 
represen ting two different oil companies. 

In 1941 Mr. Curtis went with the A. Guthrie Com­
pany of St. Paul, Minnesota, on a project at Burling­
ton, Iowa. H e was later associated with this company 
at Grand Island, Nebraska, where he was placed in 
charge of the master mechanics' office. After com­
pletion of this plant, he worked for t he firm in Kear­
ney, Nebraska, and on completion of its· contract there 
returned to Grand Island, where he was assigned to 
the position of general foreman in the pouring of 
bombs and 105 mm. shells for artillery pieces. 

Making his home in Spencer throughout most of 
the period since World War II, Mr. Curt is was associ­
ated with Mr. Frank Kabrick, an implement dealer, 
-for about a year. He was elected mayor of the city 
in 1948, which position he still holds, having been 
returned to office without opposition in 1950. 

Mr. Curtis is a member of the Spencer Chamber 
of Commerce. He is frat ernally ideQtified with both 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Be­
n evolent and Protective · Order of Elks . A member of 
the Blue Lodge of the Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons, he has attained the higher degrees in the 
Masonic order, and is a member of Clay Commandery 
of the Knights Templar, and Abu Bekr Temple, An­
cient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
He is a communicant of the Baptist Church. He has 
r etained his interest in baseball, which is his major 
outdoor recreation. 

At Mount Pleasant on February 14, 1916, Charles E. 
Curtis married Alma M. Reiste, daugh ter of 0. C. 
and Etta (Rockey) Reiste. They are the parents of 
one daughter, Virginia, who was born on September 6, 
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I.O.O.F., Knights of Pythias, Sons of Veterans, B.P.O.E., and Masonic 
Lodges, having been a member of the Consistory and the Mystic Shrine. 

Mr. Rayburn was elected Representative of Poweshiek County and 
served in the Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh sessions of the General 
Assembly. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of RepresentcLt·ives of the Fif­
ty-fifth General Assembly of Iowa, That in the passing of the late Ho~­
orable Edward D. Rayburn, the State has lost an honored citizen and a 
faithful, useful public servant, and the House, by this resolution would 
express its appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the 
members of his family. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the widow and son of the deceased. 

GEORGE L. PAUL, 
MAHLON N. BROWN, 

CARROLL L. BROWN, 

Committee. 

GEORGE H . ROBE 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu­
tion 'commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon­

. orable George H. Robb, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

George H. Robb was born February 15, 1881, in Morris, Illinois. He 
came with his parents to Estherville, Iowa in 1893. He received his edu­
cation in the Morris, Illinois and the Estherville, Iowa public schools. 
He also attended the Kankakee Commercial College at Kankakee, Illinois. 

In 1902 Mr. Robb was married to Nellie R. Crim of Estherville. They 
had two children, J. Merrill and Maurine. 

Mr. Robb farmed twenty-five years near Estherville, and for twenty 
years operated a live3tock buying station and sales barn. 

George Robb was known for his community service. He served thir­
teen years on the Estherville board of education, two years on the city 
council, and was mayor of E stherville. He was a charter member of 
the Emmet County Farm Bureau, and served as president of the Esther­
ville Chamber of Commerce. He was active in the Methodist Church. 

Mr. Robb was a prominent member of the Republican party. He 
served in the Fiftieth, Fiftieth Extra, Fifty-first, Fifty-second and Fif­
ty-second Extra, and the Fifty-third sessions of the Iowa Legislature. 
He resigned as mayor of Estherville to accept appointment by Governor 
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William S. Beardsley to the State Tax Commission in April, 1950. He 
was vice-chairman of the State Tax Commission at the time of his death. 

:Mr. Robb is survived by his wife and two ch ildren J. Merrill and Mrs. 
Evan Higgins, and five grandchildren all of Estherville. 

George Robb died on October 27, 1951 at the age of 70. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fif­
ty-fifth Genera.l Asse'ntbly of Iowa, That in the passing of the Honorable 
George H. Robb the State has lost an honored citizen and a faithful, use­
ful public servant and the House by this resolution, would express its 
appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members of 
his family. 

Be It Fu1·ther Resolv ed, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

MAX M. SOETH, 

DWIGHT W. MEYER, 
CLIFFORD M. STRAWMAN, 

Committee. 

HElKE A. RUST 

MR. SPEAKER : Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon­
ox:able Heike A. Rust, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

Heike A. Rust was oorn in Franklin County, Iowa, on December 12, 
1883. He graduated from Sheffield high school; attended Des Moines 
University for two years and later attended Iowa State College, at Ames. 
He was actively engaged in farming after leaving Ames. 

He was president of the Sheffield Community Creamery; director of 
the Franklin County Mutual Insurance Association; was township clerk 
for eight years; was secretary of the County Farm Bureau for five years, 
and was active in Farm Bureau and other community activities. 

He served as Representative from Franklin County in the Iowa House 
of Representatives during the Fortieth, Fortieth Extra, Forty-first and 
Forty-second sessions of the General Assembly. He was a Republican. 

He was married to Miss Gladys Stubblefield, of Ipava, Illinois on Octo­
ber 8, 1921. He died at Passavant Hosp ital, Jacksonville, Illinois on 
August 22, 1951. Funeral services were held August 24, 1951, with 
interment in Diamond Grove Cemetery, Jacksonville, Illinois. 

He is survived by his wife, one son Paul, who served in World War 
II; a daughter Elizabeth Ann Doolin, who is teaching school, while her 
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