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THE STORY OF IOWA 

The Benjamins, attracted to Nevada and its journal­
istic possibilities by their brother-in-law, ] . K. Lay­
cock, founded the "Nevada Journal," as it was first 
called, on April s. 1895. That was the date the first 
issue, "off the press," first "hit the str eet." Founders 
of a paper in Kansas, the two brothers were journey­
men printers and they took over management of the 
mechanical and business s ic!e of the paper, while Mr. 
Laycock acted as first editor. The first "compos itor," 
or typesetter, was Carrie Elliott, who later became 
Mrs. 0. J. Benjamin. When George Benjamin later 
made a trip to Kansas and returned with his bride, 
Grace Johnson Benjamin, she, too, became a member 
of the ''force." Duri"ng the early years the publishers 
were ably assisted in getting out the Journal by the 
two wives, members of the composition and proof­
reading staff for many years, according to a two­
column editorial appearing in the semi-centennia l 
edition of ApriJ s. 1945. "It is to their assistance and 
economy the publishers credit much of their success 
and achievement," said the editorial. In September or 
that same year George Benjamin sold his interest to 
Mr. Hansen. Since its ear liest days the "Nevada Even­
ing Journal" has adhered to its first s tatement of policy, 
published with the "salutatory" in the April s. 1895, 
issue: "The Journal will be strictly independent (non­
partisan) in politics. It will, however, never cease to 
advocate good government and good measures or 
condemn bad measures, locaJ, State or national, let 
them emanate from whatever source or par ty." In the 
April 5, 1945, issue, the sequel of this policy is stated: 
"T he steady growth o f the Nevada Journal, its wide 
subscription coverage, its Fating as an advertising 
medium, its outstar.ding 'farm sale' reputation, its wide 
coverage of local, national and international news are 
concrete evidence that the publishers have made good 
their promise." 

The first issue was a s ix-column "quarto," the gen­
eral size of weekly newspapers of that day. All the 
composition was by hand. For about two years it was 
a weekly. Then, on June 6, 1897, it became the "Twice­
a-week Journal," published T uesday and Friday. On 
April 2, 1906, it became a tri-weekly, published on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday and assumed its 
present name, ·•Nevada Evening Journal." The follow­
ing year, on July 12, 1907, it changed from hand com­
position through the acquistion of its first linotype ma­
chine, the first of several that in the course of the 
years made their appearance in the composing room. 
On August 10, 1925, the paper contracted for the In­
ternational News Service, which s till supplies state, 
national and foreig n news, and on June 1, 1929, Neva­
da became the smallest town in Iowa to claim the 
distinction of a da ily. 

In bringing the paper to the point where it could 
become a daily, Mr. Hansen played a large role. And 
it has been he who has done so much to develop the 
paper since that time. extending its influence and ex­
panding its circulation and other operations. T he 
heavy advertising and numerous innovations in fo rms 
and kinds of advertising are evidence of the paper1s 
success. 

Outside the paper, Mr. Hansen has been active in 
all community enterprises. He has held every office 
except that of president in the Nevada Community 
Club, an equivalent of the Chamber of Commerce, 
and in 1948 was president of the Rotary Club of Neva­
da. He is a former member of the official board of 
the Methodist Church and is active in the Iowa Daily 
Press Association, the Iowa Press Association, the 

Inland Daily P ress Association, and the American 
P ress Association. He is a Republican. For recreation 
he likes golf. 

On May 5. 1920, at Boone, Iowa Mr. Hansen mar­
ried Helene Dorothy Fawcett, the 'daughter of Alfred 
] . and Huldah ( Hanson) Fawcett. Mrs. Hansen is a 
member of the Methodist Ladies' Aid Society, the 
Nevada Mothers Club and the Amegos Club. Two 
sons, one of whom gave his life in battle in Wo r ld 
War II, were born to Mr. and Mrs. Hansen. The older 
and surviving son, Max A. Hansen, was born in 1921, 
and was educated in the elementary and high schools 
of Nevada and the Fox Secretarial School in Chicago. 
In World War II he was a gunner on a B-29 with the 
United States Army Air Forces in India. He won the 
Air Medal wi th seven Oak Leaf Clusters, five Battle 
Stars and was one of a uni t awarded a Presidential 
Citation. He is now associated with his father in the 
"Nevada Evening Journal." Max Hansen married Ger­
trude Fitzgerald in Chicago on May 5, 1940. 

Mr. Hansen's younger son was jean, born in 1922. 
He, too, was educated in Nevada's public schools. In 
1942 he went to Southern California, where he entered 
the employ of the Vega Aircraft Corporation. In 1943, 
he became a cadet in the United States Army Air 
Forces and on completion of his training was commis­
sioned a first lieutenant and assigned as a pilot on the 
Second Troop Carrier "Asiatic" and later served in the 
Pacific T heater of Operations. His headquarters were 
not far from his brother's, at Mitikina, Burma. On 
J uly 19, 1945, he was killed in action. He had won th e 
Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cl usters. L ieutenant Hansen 
married Virginia Halstead, or Ames, on November 18, 
1944. A few month's after his death, on November 2, 
1945, a daughter, Jean Sharon Hansen, was born to 
the marriage. 

CLIFFORD N. NYSTROM-Combining success­
fu l business enterprise with a public career, Clifford N. 
Nystrom has proved his abi li ties in a variety of fi elds. 
Operating a farming implement agency in Boone, Mr. 
Nystrom has been chosen by the electorate of his dis­
trict as their representative in the Iowa legislature. 
For some years previous, Mr. Nystrom was an oil 
executive. 

A native of Boone, Mr. Nystrom was born in 1903, 
a son of Jacob and Nancy Nystrom, his father being a 
carpenter. After completion of his grade and high 
school years at the Boone public schools, he completed 
his education at business college, after which Mr. N y­
strom sought his place in industry as an oil company 
agent. He advanced rapidly in th is field, becoming a 
dist rict supervisor, and entered the oil bus iness in h is 
own right in 1934, so continuing until 1948. I n that 
year, Mr. Nystrom sold out these interests, and pur­
chased the John Deere implement agency in Boone. 
This remains his chief occupation apart from the 
claims of public life. 

Mr. Nystrom has long been active in the councils 
of his political party, the Republ ican, and served for 
six years as Republican county chairman. Named 
candidate to represent his dist rict in the Iowa House 
of Representatives, he was victorious in the 1948 
eJections, and has devoted himself wholeheartedly to 
the cause of public representation. 

F raternally, Mr. Nystrom is active in the lodges of 
both the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons a nd the 
Benevolent and P rotective Order of Elks. He is also 
a member of the Lions Club of B-oone. He and his 
family attend the Methodist Church. 
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In Des Moines, in 1923, Clifford N. Nystrom mar­
ried Agnes L. Smiley, daughter of Robert G. and 
j anette Smiley. Mr. an.d Mrs. Nystrom have become 

. the parents of two children: De Wayne C., born tn 

!924' Jack N., who was born in 1933. Mr. Nystrom's 
busir;ess address in Boone is at Sixth and Marshall 
streets. 

EINER PETERSEN JUEL-As secretary of the 
Council Bluffs Savings and Loan Association, and a 
member of its board of directors, Einer Petersen J uel 
has assumed a conspicuous position among the bank­
ing fraternity of his city. Reared on a farm in Shelby 
County, he has advanced on his own merits to positions 
of leadership in the affairs of his community. In 
Chamber of Commerce activities, welfare work and 
fund drives, church and organizational programs, and 
in the groups of his business colleagues, his vita l and 
constructive work has been h ighly valued by all who 
are acquainted with its significance. 
· Born November I I, 1905, Mr. ] uel is a native of the 

vicinity of Elk Horn. H e is a son of Marius N. and 
Marie (Larson) ] uel. His father was a farmer, operat­
ing acreage in Shelby County for twenty-eight years. 
Einer Petersen ] uel attended the public schools of 
his native locality, a nd on graduation from high school 
there entered Boyle's College of Business, at Omaha, 
Nebraska. While there, he became a member of the 
Omaha Chapter, American Institute of Banking. 

Mr. ] uel's business career began in I924, when he 
became associated with the Council Bluffs Savings 
Bank. During ensuing years . he served that bank in 
the capacity of cashier, and his connection with it 
lasted for a total of twenty-two years. He resigned on 
October I, 1946, to accept the position of secretary 
of the Council Bluffs Savings and Loan Association. 
Concurrently he held office for a time in the American 
Institute of Banking. H is qualifications for the posi­
tions of secretary, and member of the board of direc­
tors, of the Council Bluffs Savings and Loan Associa­
tion wer·e excellent. H e has held the dual offices since 
1946. . 

The Council Bluffs Savings and Loan Association 
was organized on.· January 10, 1895· Its first officers 
were A. T. F lickinger, president; F. J. Day, vice presi­
derit and treasurer; and C. H. Judson. secretary. The 

· directors were the above officers plus P . C. DeVol and 
Dr. ]. M. Barstow. Some of the historic "firsts" in 
this bank's early records are of interest as shedding 
light on tlie events and personalities of the g rowing 
rity of Council Bluffs. The bank made its first loan 
to C. H. W. Brown in the sum of $250.00. Its first 
statement of assets showed $481.98, and a bank ac­
count overdrawn of $82.53. · The first stockholders' 
meeting was held September 2, 1896, and it was at­
tended by A. T. Flickinger, P. C. De Vol, F. J. Day, 
E. A. Morehouse, ]. ]. Hess, and J. M. Fenlon. The 
first annual shareholders' meeting was held in 1897. 
It revealed mortgage loans in the sum of $2450.00 with 
total assets of $2991.06. These assets continued to 
grow with the increasing services of the bank, and 
with the increasing importance of Council Bluffs. The 
association's assets reached the amount of $too,ooo.oo 
in 1913, and topped the million-dollar mark in I924. 
Total a ssets as of June 30, 1949, were $2,758,849,2I; 
and as of December 15, I949, they stood at $3,007,-
267.82. . -

T he association has never missed a dividend s ince it 
was organi7.ed in I895. and these dividends have been 

·paid semi-annually. The organization has succ'essfully 

weathered every depression, and. has distributed to 
its membership dividends in a sum totalling more than 
$1,8oo,ooo.oo. It has helped hundreds of Council Bluffs 
families to purchase and build homes, having made 
loans in the total sum of more than ten million dollars. 
lts 'interest rate has always been in keeping with cur­
rent financial trends. Every jmprovement in opera­
tions in the last fifty-five years has been adopted by the 
association. Today it operates on what is known as a 
"Direct Mortgage Reduction Plan" in its mortgage 
division. This plan gives to the borrowihg members 
the benefit of monthly reduced interest charges. The 
most modern type of accounting and equipment known 
to the building and loan indust ry has been installed 
in this office. 

The present officers of the Council Bluffs Savings 
and Loan Association are as follows: ) oh n J. Hess, 
president; W. C. Grote, vice president; E. P. }uel, 
secretary; and Alvin C. Anderson, treasurer; together 
with its di rectors, W. A. Williamson, Henry D. Peter­
sen, a nd Marion L. Shugart. The present quarters, 
503 West Broadway, were purchased by the associa­
tion January I, 1937, and represent its permanent 
home. 

Mr. Juel is a prominent figu re in Iowa banking 
circles. He is a member of the Iowa Savings and 
Loan League, member of the U nited States Savings 
and Loan League, past president of the Omaha Chap­
ter of the American I nstitute of Banking, and past 
president of the P ottawattamie County Bankers As­
sociation. In Chamber of Commerce activities he has 
emerged as an able and conscientious leader. He is 
treasurer of the Chamber of Commerce, and past presi­
dent and treasurer of the ] unior Chamber of Com­
merce. He has, in addition, served as past president 
and treasurer of the Community Chest. Vitally con­
cerned in the cause of youth groups, he is treasurer 
of the Southwest Iowa Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America; and during 1940 served the Girl Scouts 
organization in various capacities. H e is a director of 
the Iowa Motor Club ; past president and past district 
governor of the Lions Club; and a director of the 
Young Men's Christian Association of Council Bluffs. 
Fraternally affiliated with the Benevolent and Protec­
tive O rder of Elks, Mr. }uel has exerted his leadership 
in this order as well, having served as treasurer for 
the Christian Rural Overseas Program for western 
I ow a. He belongs also to the Loyal Order of Moose, 
and to the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. He 
was King of the Council Bluffs Mardi Gras in 1949. 

Mr. Juel's activities have also included writing. He 
is the author of an article appearing in 1949 in the 
" United States Savings and Loan News." 

His church connection has also offered an outlet 
for his constructive energies. A member of St. John's 
English Lutheran Church, Mr. Juel was first presi­
dent of the Lutheran Brotherhood of Iowa, United 
Lutheran Church of America, and lay member of the 
executive board of the Lutheran Church o f Iowa. He 
was also first president of the United Protestant 
Brotherhood of Council Bluffs. He is a Republican in 
his political beliefs. 

At Glenwood, November 10, 1924, Einer Petersen 
Juel married Beatrice H. Luxford, daughter of Frank 
W. and Alta ]. Luxford. Mr. and Mrs. Juel have 
become the parents of two children: I. Einer M ., 
born May 10, 1926. During World War II, he served 
in the U nited States Navy in the Pacific Theater 
of Operations. He is now attending the Medical 
School of the State University of Iowa, where he is 
a member of the class of 1951. 2. Barbara ]., who was 
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Chamber of Commerce in 1948. He held a private pilot's license and was a 
member of the Civilian Advisory Boar d of the Air Training Command. 

He became ill on an advisory board inspection trip to Lowry Air Force 
Base in June, 1959. An emergency operation for removal of a small 
intestinal tumor at the base hospital was the forerunner of numerous 
operation's in St. Louis, Missouri. He died of cancer at his home in Newton, 
November 4, 1962. 

He was married to Ellen E lizabeth Pray of Narberth, Pennsylvania, a 
classmate at the University of Wisconsin, November 30, 1934. Their four 
children are Mrs. David Egger, Frederick Louis III, Mrs. Jon Dannerbeck, 
and Kenneth Pray. 

Fred Maytag took seriously his obligations to his state, his community, 
his business and his church, St. Stephen's Episcopal in Newton. The Senate 
is proud to acknowledge the high character of his service and the influence 
of his life. 

\ Now, Therefon~, Be lt Resolv ed by the Senate of the Sixtieth General 
As.sembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable Fred Maytag the 
State of Iowa has lost a valued and honored citizen, and by this resolution 
attests its respect for and admiration of him and tenders its sincere sympa­
thy to his fam ily. 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
th e Journal of the Senate and the secretary be directed to send an enrolled 
copy to Mrs. Maytag and the two sons and two daughters. 

D. c. NOLAN, 
EUGENE M. HILL, 
J. T. DYKHOUSE, 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

CLIF FORD N. NYSTROM 

Committee . 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepa1·e a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the 1ife, character and public service of the late 
Clifford N. Nystrom, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

Clifford N. Nystrom was born in Boone, Iowa, February 12, 1902, son of 
J acob F. and Nancy Nystrom. 

He died of a heart attack on Wednesday, August 22, 196~. 

Mr. Nystrom was educated in the Boone public schools and business 
college. 

He served an apprenticeship on the Chicago-Northwestern Railway; 
entered the oil business in 1934; engaged in farm equipment retailing and 
at the time of his death operated the Nystrom Motors in Boone. 

He was a member of the First Baptist Church, the Lions Club, Elks Club, 
Masonic Lodge and the Shrine. 

Mr. Nystrom served his community well in many civic ways. He served 
six terms as Boone County Republican Chairman, fair board director, 
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Director of the Chamber of Commerce .and Deacon of the First Baptist 
Church, also serving as moderator. 

He served two terms in the House of Representatives, the Fifty-third and 
the Fifty-fourth General Assemblies, and was elected to the Senate in 1960, 
serving in the Fifty-ninth General Assembly. 

Mr. Nystrom was maried to Agnes L. Smiley in 1921. 

Mrs. Nystrom passed away January 16, 1963. 

He is survived by two sons, Jack of Boone, and Duane of Tucson, Ari­
zona; also two grandchildren, Eric John of Boone, and Elisa Ann of Tucson. 

Now, Therefore, Be It R esolved by the Senate of the Sixtieth General 
Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable Clifford N. Nystrom 
the· state has lost a valuable, loyal and honored citizen, and by this resolu­
tion tenders its sincere sympathy to the members of his family. 

Be It Fu1-ther Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread on the 
Journal of the Senate and that the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to 
forward an enrolled copy of this resolution to each of his sons. 

liA:R&Y L. COWDEN, 
C. JOSEPH GOLEMAN, 
J OHN A. WALKER, 

Committee. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

JOHN M. SLOSSON 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon­
orable John M. Slosson, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

John M. Slosson was born on a farm near Northwood, Iowa, on the 27th 
day of October, 1876, a son of John and Jennie Slosson. He passed away 
on February 9, 1963, at the age of 86. 

Senator Slosson was a member of the Iowa House of Representatives 
from 1917 to 1921 and was also a member of the Iowa State Senate through 
the Thirty-seventh to Fortieth General Assemblies. He was in the employ 
of the Iowa State Banking Department from 1926 to 1936, liquidating 
closed banks and was active in Republican politics. 

He was a graduate of the Northwood high school and the Nora Springs 
Seminary at Nora Springs. He had served as Worth County Recorder and 
was in the real estate and loan business from 1912 to 1926. He was elected 
mayor of Northwood in 1947, taking an active part in community affairs, 
he was a member of the Commercial club and the Northwood Golf club. 

In 1899 Senator Slosson married Sophia Sa.vre who survives him. They 
were the parents of a daughter, Norma, who preceded him in death. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixtieth General Assembly: 
That in the passing of John M. Slosson, the State of Iowa has lost a valu­
able and honorable citizen and by this resolution tenders its sincere sympa­
thy to the surviving members of the family. 
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