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Obituaries

PEARL WAYLAND
MCMURRY

Pearl Wayland McMurry was born
April 29, 1906, to John Arthur and
Marjorie Elizabeth (Rakes) McMurry
tetween Promise City and Confi-
dence; in Wayne County, fowa. He
died on Friday, August 8, 2003, at
the Corydon Nursing and Rehab
Center, Corydon, at the age of 97
years, 3 months ‘and 9 days of kid-
ney failure and old age.

As a boy Pearl attended a one-

“room school house, helped his fam-

ily work the farm. and enjoyed ac-
tivities with his parents, brothers,
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lived around the Wnght and Union
townships. He took a room in Cory-
don to attend ‘high school and
graduated from Corydon High
School in 1924

Following graduation he spent the
next 12 years attending the Univer-
sity of lowa when he could and try-
ing to help his family keep the farm
as the Depression took over. He
also traveled west to live near Red
Lodge, Mont . staying with ranch
familes while he taught n a rural
school house He persevered with
his education, paying his tuition by
stoking furnaces, working in the
university  hospital  kitchen  and
taking other odd jobs, and by re-
cewing support from his large, ex-
tended family who sacrificed o
keep him o college  He graduated
with a BA i history in 1934 and at-
tended the Unwersity of jowa Law
Schodl, chtaiming his JD degree in
1936 He was admitted to the bar
that same: yeor and set up o law
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George, who was also from Wayne

County. Pearl served as Wayne
County Attorney from 1939 to 1942
and was active in many community
organizations.

He was in ROTC in college, and
on Auqust 22, 1941, he was as-
signed to the Army Air Corps basic
flying school in Randolph Field,
Texas, as First Lieutenant in the
Officers Reserve Corps. He was a
military government legal officer
durlng the war and on August 19.
1945, after V-J Day, he was sent 1o
Tokyo He served with the
Cnmes Section, Supreme Control
Allied Powers under General Douy-
las MacArthur and helped make
preparations for the Japanesc war
cnmes trials. He retwn to the
United States at the €hd of the
year. He continuad to serve in the
lowa National Guard and retired as
a Brigadier General.

World War Il changed the course
of his life by allowing him to meet
Jamie Pauline Luttrell, a WAAC froin
Tennessee. The fact that Captain
Luttrell out-ranked him at the tme

- did not deter his interest in her and

they were married in Austin, Texas,
on Nov. 1, 1944, to the surprise of
Pearl's family #nd friends. Pearl and
Jamie celebrated their golden wed-
ding anniversary in 1994. )

After his law panner, Keith
George, was killed in Word War 11
Pearl returned to Corydon and had a
solo practice. His office was in the
Comydon Siale Bank bullding,

He served his state and commu-
nity in several positions. He was an
active and enthusiastic member of
the Republican Purty and was
elected State Senator of the Fourth
lowa District in 1948. Governor
Beardsley appointed him lowa
Commussioner of Public Satety be-
fore his senate term expired, and he
served in that position until 1955
He returned to his law practice In
Corydon and was elected Mayor of
Corydon as a wrnte-in candidate n
1956 and served as mayor until
1969.

He was active in many organiza-
tions including the American Le-
gion, Rotary International, Amer-
can Bar Association, Masons,
Wayne County Historical Society
and University of lowa Alumni As-
sociation. He was a life-long mem-
ber of the Corydon United Methodist
Church and was a regular cook at
the weekly Methodist men break-
fasts and at the monpthly  Americ
eqgiort dimner ¢ was the convdon
Old Settler of the yoar in 1988

War’

Pearl loved Wayne Counly and ils
people, and greeted everyone with
“Hi neighbor!” He loved campfires,
hickory nuls, sSnow, collecting coins
and stamps, and natural beauty He
greatly admired Abraham Lincoln
He cnjoyed travelng  around  the
United States, especially the Rocky
Mountains and the southwestern
canyons, but hus favonte place was
always Wayne County For years he
kept a milk cow within the: Corydon
ety hewts He also loved  famly
gathenngs,  communily activihes,
the Founh of July, the lowa Hawk-
eyes, dogs, horses, the Coryrdon
elk herd, Bob Jackson's buffaio
herd champagne and Chivas Re
qal For years he qaised the Amern-
can flag in front of s house every

morning
He was preceded in death by hs
wife. his parents. nfant siblings

including brother Ercole and un-

named twins: brothers Earl L. and U
Ardys; sister-in-law Mary, grandscn
Nathan ~ Thomas great-nephew
James; and many qood friends. .

Survivors include his daughter
Martha, and her husband. Gregory
Thomas; and grandson, Benjamin,
all of Portland. Ore., sister-in-law
Alice  McMurry., Promise  City.
nephew carl W. McMurry, Fromise
City;  great-nephew, John S
McMurry; and John's mother, Enfys
McMurry of Corydon; plus other
relatives and friends.

A memonal service will be held
Saturday, August 23, 2003, at 2
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C'LEVA 0. OWENS
Cleva O. Owens, age ~& of

Centerville. died Monday, Aug 10,
2003, at Mercy Medical Center
Centerville

Cleva was born in Cincinnatr an
Aprit 14,1924 to Wilham and WNar-
tha (Marcum) Owens. He worked
for the city of Rockford, Il | street
department for 30 years and then
retired back to Cincinnatiin 1982

Cleva was a member of the
Rockford Masonic Lodge =102 in
Rockford

He 1s sunvived by one brother.
Robert, Independence. Mo, eight
nieces and one nephew

Clova was preceded in death his
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|ndiVidua| Record FamilySearch™ U.S. Social Security Death Index

Search Results

Select record to download - Maximum: 50

Pearl MCMURRY

Birth Date: 29 Apr 1906
Death Date: 8 Aug 2003
Social Security Number: 484-32-4474

State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: lowa

Death Residence Localities

ZIP Code: 97232
Localities: Portland, Multnomah, Oregon
Return to search results Prepare selected records for download

This data is only accurate as of 1 Jul 2011.
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