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his "History of Shelby County", 
a massive volume he published 
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SHELBY COUNTY, IOWA. 

ness has gained for him the confidence and good will of all who know him 
best, and he is in every way deserving of the high esteem in which he is held 
by all classes. He has kept well abreast of the times and has always had 
the courage of his convictions, and while primarily engaged in the further­
ance of his own interests, he has never lost sight of his larger duties to his 
county and state and ever supported such measures as make for the general 
good. 

Singular and pronounced attainments on the part of an individual are 
always worthy of attention and there is likewise a recognized necessity for 
recording the same. Every man seems endowed by nature and fitted peculiarly 
for a cetiain task and the truth of the time-tried saying, "There is a niche 
for every man and a man for every niche," was never better exemplified than 

·in the history of Edward Speer White. The point v.·orthy of emphasis in 
writing of the career of Mr. \Vhite, the historian of this volume, is that he 
is naturally gifted with literary talents with a decided leaning toward his­
torical writings. Readers of this history will agree with the foregoing state­
ment without doubt. As he is one of the leading attorneys of the county and 
a lifelong citizen of this community it becomes the duty of the biographer 
to record the salient facts regarding Mr. White's career for insertion in the 
pages of the biographical department of this volume. 

Edward Speer \Vhite was born October 27, 1871, on a 1farm in Benton 
county, Iowa. He is a son of James \V. and Eliza (Speer) White, residents 
of Jackson township, in Shelby county. James W. White was born in 
County Down, Ireland, and is a son of John and Mary (Copeland) White, 
both natives of County Down, Ireland. Eliza (Speer) White was born 
September 18, 1848, at Le Claire, Scott county, Iowa. Her parents were 
James and Margaret (Crawford) Speer, both natives of Pennsylvania, who 
settled in Scott county, Iowa, in 1840. Mr. and Mrs. James W. White settled 
in Jackson township, Shelby county, in 1875, coming from Benton county, 
Iowa, and are yet residing on the land broken out by Mr. White. They are 
the parents of seven children: Edward S., Matie, Margaret (deceased), 
Lydie, wife of S. ]. Philson, Nellie M., wife of E. F. Morris, John H. and 
Jessie F. 

E. S. White lived in Jackson township until he attained his majority. 
He attended the district schools and assisted on the home farm, later graduat-
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ing from the high school at Harlan in 1890, at that time under the supervision 
of that distinguished· instructor, Professor A. B. \Varner. Professor \Var­
ner later became superintendent of the Tacoma, \Va:shington, schools. At 
present he is a professor in the State Normal school at Kirksville, Missouri. 
Following his graduation from the Harlan high school, Mr. \Vhite entered 
the State ·cniversity of Iowa where he pursued the classical course and grad­
uated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1894. While a student at the 
University he was active in student affairs and was chosen editor of his 
college paper. He was also president of the athletic association and presi­
dent of one of the literary societies. He was made a member of the honor 
scholastic fraternity, Phi Beta Kappa, and is also .a member of the Sigma 
Nu Greek letter fraternity. After his graduation he became a teacher and 
taught his first school in the Fritz district in Jackson township. Later he 
taught the Copenhagen school in his home township. After teaching a year 
in the district schools he became an instructor in the high school at Cherokee, 
Iowa, and, though re-elected, decided to accept a position in the Harlan high 
school which had heen offered him. For the next five years he taught in 
the Harlan high school, being elected to the superintendency of the city 
schools in 1898. He held this position for three years and then resigned 
to enter the law school of the Cniversity of Michigan, from which he gradu­
ated in 1902 with. the degree of Bachelor of Laws. In the fall of the same 
year he pa,ssed the bar examination at Des Moines, Iowa, and immediately 
began the practice of his profession at Harlan, where he has since remained. 

While in the Pniversity of Michigan, Mr. \Vhite contributed a number 
of special articles to the Chicago Record-H crald on various phases of college 
life. Later he wrote special articles and sketches for the Register and Leader 
of Des Moines, the Council Bluffs Nonpareil, the Omaha Bee, the Sioux City 
Journal, and the Minneapolis Journal. The Midland Monthly of Des Moines 
accepted and published three or four articles written by him, . one of which 
entitled, "Denmark in America," was commented on and excerpts therefrom 
republished in the department, "Leading Articles of the Month," of the 
American Re·uiew of Re'l:iews edited by Dr. Albert Shaw. In a contest for 
prizes offered by C oilier's T-V eekf:y for suggestions looking to the betterment. 
of this magazine, he was fortunate enough to win three prizes in succession 
consisting of books and the sum of twenty-five dollars. 

~1r. \Vhite was married in 1898 to Clyde Beryl Cobb, the daughter of 
Dr. E. A. and Martha (Foster) Cobb. Mrs. White is a graduate of the high 
school at Harlan, class of 18g3, as well as a graduate of the University of 

(40) 
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responsibilities in community undertakings. He 
is a member of the Masonic fraternity, the Inde­
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and Sons of Amer­
ican Revolution, and for many years was on 
the official board of the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Doctor Printz married in 1888 Miss Lizzie I. 
Marshall, a native of Iowa. She had been a 
teacher in the schools at Moulton and was a very 

•accomplished musician. She died March 19, 1890. 
On May 5, 1895, Doctor Printz married Miss 
Verna Dye, of Cantril, Iowa. Two children were 
born to their marriage. The daughter, Esther 
B., is a graduate of Iowa Wesleyan University 
at Mount Pleasant, taught school, and is now the 
wife of R. E. Long, prosecuting attorney of 
Sac County, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Long have two 
daughters, Betty and Barbara. Doctor Printz' 
son, Edward T., Jr., was educated at Moulton, 
studied for two years in Iowa State College at 
Ames, and completed his training for veterinary 
work in the St. Joseph Veterinary College. He 
is now in practice at Moulton. 

E)\n~~~~iF~Mii.PE has for many years en­
joyed a high place at the Shelby County bar, 
having practiced his profession at Harlan since 
1902. He is senior member of the law firm of 
White & White, his son being his partner. 

Mr. White is a native of Iowa, born in Ben­
ton County, and was four years of age when 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. White, moved 
to Shelby County and settled in Jackson Town­
ship, in 1875. There he grew up on a farm, had 
the normal experiences and advantages of a 
rural life, and in 1890 was graduated from the 
Harlan High School. From high school he en­
tered the University of Iowa, taking his Bach­
elor of Arts degree in 1894. Mr. White had seven 
years of successful experience as a school man, 
and during three years of this time he was super­
intendent of the Harlan schools and was also an 
instructor in the Harlan High School. 

He left teaching to prepare himself for the 
law, completing his legal training at the Uni­
versity of Michigan, where he was graduated in 
1902. As a young lawyer he found a ready re­
sponse to his request for professional business 
in a community that had known him from boy­
hood and appreciated his industry and personal 
character. The law has afforded him ample satis­
faction for 'his energies and ambitions. He has 
been frequently called upon to serve in public 
positions, and was for a time county attorney 
and is also a former mayor of Harlan. 

In after years perhaps the work which will 
be longest associated with his name was the writ­
ing and compiling of the history of Shelby 
County published in 1914, a wonderful work of 
reference on all important points of local history. 

Mr. White married in 1898 Miss Clyde Beryl 
Cobb, daughter of the late Dr. E. A. and Martha 
(Foster) Cobb .. To their marriage were born 
two sons, Leland Cobb and Edward S. White, 
Jr. Leland Cobb has gone through college and 

law school and is now the capable Partn 
father. Edward S., Jr., is a graduat:r of 
Harlan High School, and is now a studof 
Grinnell College. ent 

HARRY WIFVAT is a member of the bar 
native county and state, and has been 
in the practice of his profession in the 
Perry, Dallas County, twenty years, his ofti 
ing maintained in the Shortley ce 

Mr. Wifvat was born on the 
farm near Perry, Dallas County, 
1885, and is a son of the late John A. 
L. (Johnston) Wifvat, both natives of 
John A. Wifvat received in his native 
early education and was a young man 
came to the United States, settling in 
where he enlisted in the Union army for 
in the Civil war. He was one of the 
and honored pioneer citizens of Dallas 
Iowa, at the time of his death, he having 
1919, at the age of eighty-five years, and his 
having passed away in the same year. 

After profiting by the advantages of the 
lie schools of his native county Harry 
continued his studies at Highland Park 
Des Moines, and Iowa State College, 
In preparing for the legal profession 
pleted a course in the law department of 
University, in which he was graduated 
member of the class of 1910, with the 
of Bachelor of Laws, and was. admitted 
bar of Iowa and engaged in active 
tice of his profession at Perry. He 
county and city attorney. He has mElmlbershin 
the Dallas County Bar Association, the 
State Bar Association and American Bar 
ciation. His political allegiance is given to 
Republican party. He is affiliated with 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
Rotary Club, and he and his wife are · 
of the Congregational Church. 

June 24, 1914, Mr. Wifvat was married to 
Pearle Van Werden, daughter of Mr. and 
Edward Van Werden, of El Reno, vn.,<>••u•••"l 
having been graduated in the Perry High 
Mr. and Mrs. Wifvat have three children: 
born June 8, 1916; Van, born September 19, 
and Janice, born February 27, 1923. 

IVAN K. SAYRES, physician and surgeon, 
sents the second generation of the Sayres 
in the medical profession in Madison 
Iowa. 

His father, the late Samuel N. Sayres, was 
honored physician there for a great many 
He came to Iowa from West Virginia, 
pleted his education in medicine at the 
Medical College. He began practice in 
County, but for a short time was 
County. His home was in Saint · 
.thirty years and he drew to himself a great 
of warm and admiring friends. He died in 
uary, 1920. Dr. Samuel N. Sayres 
Laura McLaughlin, who was brought to 
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Omaha, Neb May .ll, 1911; s .of Cleve t. breeder of Sharthom cattle & hybrid seed b LaSalle, 111 Jan 16, 1868; s of .. Joseph' 
Welc~emice t.. Loes; ed Rochester N Y HS · com; Farm Bur; Kiwanis; AF&AM; RAM; k H · A W ed 0 t• HS· 

U ""OS 1"33 s· · .. h ·.•KT,· ..._r.ls ........ , hobby.·. philosophy,· res "oute Yoc ey- amet oy; e lance · ·· ' l932; of Iowa, .., ·· · 7 . ; tgmcvr i '-" '-" " Woodbine Normal Sch; m Lurene Warner . 
~Jon; m AgpesM Patterson JUfl$. 9.,1.938:c 4, Harlan, Nov 24, 1894 Hudson S • Hiram 
Fonda; 1938- d!!ntist~ Shelby;,. $1l!!ll:>y eo •..... ·· ... WfLWERDIHG, F W: Implement. & Hard~ ..• > cl Hazel (Mrs Leroy Bnlder'S6r11}. 
SW Oist & Iowa !)ental Socs; ADA; <:'omm ware Dealer; b Heldelburg, Minn Feb 19, . Aldie Gaoddell), Vivian 
Club; Presby Ch} Oem; hobbles:• golf, .phooo. 1877; s .of Michael Wilwerdjng-Catherlne Dec 22, 1923 Harton; 
~CIPhy; off & 1'H Shelby. . Kummer; ed Westphalia; m Mary Langen- Co; 1896 Shelby Co dep 
.,:J>filfti' .EDWAJlO··SPHR: Attorney; b feld Aug 6, 1890 Fond d!J .lac W.is (dec; Shelby Co dep sheriff; 1898 emp by 

\Vinton; Iowa Oct 27, 1871; s f?f)ames W. 1931); s Michael A, John C, Rllv Allus J, Co Abstract Co; 1899-1900 dep elk "'~""'•"'·" 
JWhite-Eiiza Speer; .. ·ed .. Harlan HS; U of William J, Peter A; d Dorothy Ann, Philo,. Shelby Co; .1900-04 elk of dist court 
· Iowa, BA; U of Mlc:l'a, Lt.B; Phi Beta l(appa:· mena; 1889-91 lbr & grain dll\ Earling; Jan; 1905-08 prac law, Harlan; 1911 
Sigma Nu;. m .. Clyde Beryl Cobb Aug 1.7r• 1891- impl & hdw dlr, ·Earling; 1913-21 est agt, Harlan; 1917-33 state 
1898 Harlan; s Leland Cobb, Edward Speer P M, Earling; 190,S.. J P, Earling; Cornmt by Gav W l Harding< 1933-
Jr;. 1898-1901 sc~ S!JI)t, Harton; prac low, Club; KC; Knights of Amer; hobby: machin~ .oator, Harlan; Iowa Sheriffs Assn; 
Harlan; 1904-10 Shelby Cf? atty; 1915 au- ery; off & res Earling, .. fOOF 99; KP 256; ch mbr 1.00M; 
Jhor of History .of Shelby Co; 1920-24 WITTRUP, JAMES: President Telephon!! 441; Meth Ch; Rep; hobbies: ba!leb<311;:1 
moyor; 1895 ca.M ~n .lNG, CherOkl!«; secy. Co~ b Lokken, Denmark June 3, ·1872; s -· ipvestigation; res 812 Farnam, H<llrlalt>.,S;,,~, 
Iowa St Assrl of CO ,Attys; .. Kiwanis,. pres of Loree Jensen Wittrl.ip-Anna Marie Peter•" . ZIMMER, CUMENT E: 
1929; Comm .Ciulit ICP;, AF&AM; ReJ), del .sen; ed Denmark; m Albertina Anderson , klngum Co, Ohio Feb 18, 1878; 
to Iowa 9th congl dist ."'?tl >con¥, Chicago, ·Feb 27; 1896 Harlart; s Roy W; d Cardella · Zimmer-Mary Beouchman; ed 
chmn .Shelby Co rep tentral com; hobbles: (Mrs Chris W Nelsen), Letia ·(Mrs Harry 1887 herded cattle, ShelbY Co; 
horticulture, writ.inQ; off la!'SQn Bloc!Q res Landsman), Galclie (Mrs Ralph Pa!Jisen.); worked on farms, Shelby. Co; J898.~l900 

.:..J.812 Coli~ .f'IQc:e,,l:farlan.., ·· 1886-90 worked· on form,. Denmark; 1890. farmer With brother; 1900-02 worked.> in 
· ~ WHITE, LELAND C: Attorney; b .Harlan, . cam• to., US, -Shelby Co; 1890-94 worked Minn; 1903-15 homesteaded, Mclean C:0 111. 
Iowa Sept ~~.18?9; '$ of Edward S Whit11- on forn,, .Shelby Co; 1894-1936 farmer, D; 1915-22 various occupations, Shelby Co; 
Clyde Cobb; ed Harlan HSr U of Iowa, L1.0 Shelby Co; 192~ pres Farmers Mutuol 1922- owner harness & shoe· shopj. Irwin; 
1923; Sigma Nu: Phi Alpha· Delta;- m- Tete Co, Harton; past mbr bd of" edn 35 , 1928-40 mayor, sold Irwin light plant t01 
Vemie Bisgard Sept 18, .. 1926 Rock Springs yecirs, Jefferson twp, Shelby Co; pa~ trustee Iowa Pub· Service franchise for $20,000; 
Wyo; s James Justesen; 1.923- proc law twp bd; Camm C.lub; Bapt .Ch; Rep; off Comml Club; mbr Irwin Colt Shaw; MWA; 
with father, White & White, '"!arion; dur- Telephone Co;_ reS 1406 S 6th, Harlan. hobby: flower gardening; res Irwin, 
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