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County Mutual Fire Insurance Company and a lso served on the ceme­
tery board. He was a member of A.F. & A.M. and I.O.O.F. 

In 1912 he was married to Mary E. Taylor of Lucas county and to this 
union were born a son and daughter. 

Mr. Newsome set·ved the state of Iowa as a Representative in the 
Fiftieth and the Fiftieth Extra General Assemblies, and was sent to 
the Fifty-first and Fifty-second General Assemblies as Senator from 
the Fourth District. 

He is survived by his wife; son, Wright, and a daughter, now Mrs. 
Margaret Newsome Cravdord. He is also survived by five grandchil­
dren. 

The,·efore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty­
fifth General Assembly, That in the passing of the Honorable James A. 
Newsome, the people of Lucas county and of the entire state of Iowa 
have sustained a great loss and the House expresses its appreciation of 
his character and public service and tenders, by this resolution, its sin­
cere and heartfelt sympathy to his beloved family in their great sorrow 
and loss. 

Be I t Fm·the1· Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to for­
ward an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

RAYMOND T. PIM, 

Gus T. KuESTER, 
DEWEY GOODE, 

NORMAN NORLAND 

Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon­
orable Norman Norland, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

The Honorable Norman Norland was born February 26, 1888, at Dun­
bar, Iowa, the son of Nels and Rachel Norland. He died September 15, 
1952, in his home at Mason City, Iowa, at the age of 64 years. 

He attended rural school at Waldorf Lutheran College, graduating in 
1911. He later attended St. Olaf College at Northfield, Minnesota, and 
Iowa State College, graduating in 1916. 

He taught in the schools of Blair, Nebraska, and Spirit Lake, Iowa, 
and served for twelve years as superintendent of schools at Laurens, 
Iowa. 
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On January 23, 1918, Mr. Norland was united in marriage to Miss 
Aletta Brunsvold of Kensett, Iowa. To this union were born five chil­
dren: Robert of Broadstairs, England; Donald of Rabat, French Mo­
rocco; Phillip of Des Moines; Ruth of Northwood, Iowa; and Lowell of 
Kensett, Iowa. 

In 1922, Mr. Norland pur chased a farm near Kensett, and had oper­
ated it since 1926. 

He ran for Representative from Worth County in 1940, and was elimi­
nated in an election contest. He was elected to the House of Represent­
atives from Worth County in 1942, and served in the Fiftieth, Fiftieth 
Extra, Fifty-first, Fifty-second, Fifty-second Extra, Fifty-third and 
Fifty-fourth sessions of the General Assembly. In politics, he was a 
Democrat. He was always interested in problems concerning education 
agriculture and the state's general welfare. ' 

Theref ore, Be It R esolved b'/1 the House of Representa,tives of the Fif~ 
ty-fifth Geneml Assembly of Iowa, That in the passing of the Honorable 
Norman Norland, the state has lost. a valued and honored citizen, and tli~ 
House would tender its sincere sympathy to the surviving members of 
his family in their sorrow. 

Be It Fu1·ther Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upo11 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to f orward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

W. R. CHRISTIANSEIN, 
w. H. TATE, 
J. HENRY LUCKEN, 

Committee. 

JOHN G. ODDEN 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable res~lu­
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon­
orable John G. Odden, begs to submit the following memorial: 

John G. Odden was hom on a farm in Winnebago County, December 
11, 1878, and died J anuary 12, 1963, at the age of 74 years. He was the 
son of Karen and Aanon J. Odden. He attended school in Lake· M~ll!l; 
Iowa, and later attended St. Ansgar seminary. Subsequently he moved 
to North Dakota, where he served for six years as a County . Audil:or 
before he returned to Lake Mills. · 

On August 19, 1926, he was married to Anna Johnson at Salem L11· 
theran Church in Lake Mills. The couple moved to Forest CitY. that year, 
following Mr. Odden's election to the office of County Treasurer, ~qd 
remained there for the next 10 years, as long as he held that post. 
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Minnie Johnson reported in 1946 that "with regret, we 
learned that the returning soldiers we thought would run 
for county offices - took jobs elsewhere - no seekers at 
this time to go on the ticket." 

A count of the names in the secretary's record book 
showed a total of 361 active Democrats since 1944. They 
were lead by the following office holders in the Worth 
County Democratic Central Committee: 

Chairman - Walter A. Wagner 194446; W. E. Connors 
1946-54; Olger Tenold 1954·62; Lowell Norland 1962·66; 
Richard Holstad 1966-70; Robert Smith 1970-71; Dennis 
May 1971 . 

Vice Chairman - Ruth Carey 194446; DeEtta Peterson 
1946-54; Ola Randall 1954-60; Lois Reinsmoen 1960·66; 
Norma Smith 1966-71 ; Gaylis Tenold 1971-74; Donald 
Bork 1974-. 

Secretary - Minnie Johnson 1944-46; Ruth Carey 
1946-58; Lois Reinsmoen 1958-60; Nan Garnas 1960-61; 
Daryl McCready 1962-66; Constance Ford 1966-68; Marcie 
Mueller 1968·; Rosemary Heneman 1974; Randy Wirtzes 
1974-74; Julie Brunsvold 1974. 

Treasurer - Wm. J . Mitchell 1944-44; John Tietz 
1944-58; Lowell Norland 1958-62; Richard Holstad 
1962-66; Richard Slattum 1966-74; Richard Tuttle 1974. 

Since 1932, Worth County Democrats have successfully 
gained state and county offices. There have been seven 
county supervisors serving in all three supervisor districts, 
Art Doebel, Clarence Slattum, Harvy Bartz, Ralph Harris, 
Archie Bilyeu, Arnold Buechele, and Robert Smith . Harvey 
Gaarder has served consecut ively as county recorder since 
1934. Democrats who have served as county treasurer are 
Howard Erdmann, Harold Mueller and James Hanson. The 
office of sheriff has been held by Ansel Conners and Mike 
Leraaen. County Attorney positions have been filled by L. 
E. Plummer and Phil Norland. 

The only state office held by Worth County Democrats 
was that of State Representative. Until the last term of 
Harold Mueller each county had its own representative. In 
1964 Worth and Winnebago shared the same representative. 
This changed in 1972 when Worth was grouped with part of 
Cerro Gordo. 

State Representatives -Paul I. D. Ostby 1933-34; Lewis 
Blattspieler 1935-36; Norman Norland 1942-50; Harold 
Mueller 1959·66; Lowell Norland 1973-. 

There were two attempts at the state ticket when L. E. 
Plummer, now a district judge, ran for Attorney General in 
1954 and in 1956 ran in the Democratic primary against 
Hershel Loveless for the office of Governor. 

Ruth Carey tells of the meeting in 1956 when W. W. 
(Woody) Hudson spoke briefly on a Plummer for Governor 
campaign. Some of the local democrats were enlisted to 
help "Larry in driving some of the long distances while on 
his speaking campaign . This was one of the finest 
Democratic meetings attended by close to 100 people ever 
held in the county ." 

In contrast was the successful campaign in 1974 of 
incumbent, Dale Schultz, for Union Township Trustee. In a 
time when local government was being minimized, Mr. 
Schultz appeared in parades, distributed campaign 
materials, and twice was mentioned in Flansberg's column 

283 

in the " Des Moines Register." 
While the methods of campaigning have changed, the 

problems of running a political party have remained pretty 
much the same. Harvey Gaarder, County Recorder (19341, 
did most of his campaigning early in the morning at the 
local creameries. He shook hands and placed his cards on 
the cream can lids. Modern campaigns make more use of 
newspapers and television. Also computerized voter 
identification has produced a more effective mailing 
campaign and a system of poll watching for better party 
voting participation. 

In 1974 voters in Worth county were required to register 
prior to voting in the next election. At the present time 
more county Democrats are registered than Republicans. It 
is a credit to the Worth County Democrats that the gains of 
the protest movement of the 30's have been sustained into 
the nation's bicentennial year. And it can be added that 
Worth County now has a healthy two-party system. 

KENSETT CITIZENS IN GOVERNMENT 
Kensett has had a small share in the formulation of 

the laws of our state, and in National foreign policy . 

In 1932 Paul I. D. Ostby was elected State 
Representative from Worth county in the Democratic 
landslide of that year. He had been a resident of the state of 
Iowa but one year and seven months on the day of election. 
Mr. Ostby served in the 45th General and the 45th extra 
sessions of the House of Representatives. 

Norman Norland was elected State Representative from 
Worth county on the Democratic ticket in 1940. He served 
one-half session, being unseated by a contest. He was 
re-elected and served in 1942, 1944, 1946, 1948, and 1950. 

In 1973 Lowell Norland, son of Norman Norland, was 
elected State Representative from the 12th Congressional 
District, the district made up of Worth, and part of Cerro 
Gordo, and Winnebago counties. At this time he is 
continuing to serve in the Legislature. 

Another member of the Norland family chose to serve 
his country in the field of International politics. In 1952, 
Donald Richard Norland joined the State Department, 
serving as a member of the Foreign Diplomatic Corps. He 
has served in the United States Embassy in The Hague, 
Netherlands; Rabat, Morroco; and Canakry, Guinea. He is 
presently with the State Department in Washington, D. C. 
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\. ancest ry 

(OI(l(lllle lnloonauon 

1\ame: Norman N orland 

Home in 1930: Kensett, Worth, Iowa 

Vie" ~lap 

Age: 42 

E.~timated Birth abt 1888 

Yea•~ 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relat ion to Head Head 

of House: 
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Race: White 
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\_'_i c~' imag_c-
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A~eat.first am age: 
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btrtfip ace: 

Neighbors: \'iC\1 olhl'rS Qn j2,1~ 

Household ~arne 

Members: Nurman :\orland 

Aktta !'\orland 

RQbcrt :-;orland 

OQnald :--lQrland 

Phillip :-:orlaml 

Ruth Norla.n_il 

Sou rce Citation: Year: 1930: Qtn~us Pille~: kcn.sttt 1t'ortiJ, Iowa: Roll: OQI; PJ'gt: 38: 
f.numtmtion OistriC't; 15; lm4tgc: -110.0. 

Age 

42 

36 

8 
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3 
11/12 

4/12 

Anctstrv.com. 1930 ( nit•d Stotts l·rdtrul C:trlSU:I (dot•l>a•r on·linr J. Pro1<1, 
l.'T. !;SA: \nc•·st.;.rom O~<Minn~ Inc. "oo~. 
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l~n"'l'" ~ft" Jinkt-d to acnW int ~&t~ of tht 1QJO Qon,au.lr.J:rp rnq[J" 

Careers 
Ancestry.com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?did=19&pidlist=6224-32289943_1084-3970629 ... 

Page 1 of 1 

3/11/2011 




