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ord. In 1973 they returned to Kingsley, built a house 
and retired there. Louis passed away January 18, 
1977. 

W.W. WORMLEY 

Woodrow Wilson ("Pete") Wormley 

W.W. (Pete) Wormley was born July 9, 1912, the 
son of J.M. Wormley and Frances Rock Wormley. 

Woodrow was named after the President of the 
United States , Woodrow Wilson. His father was a 
very active political figure and chose this name for 
his young son. The name Woodrow did · not follow 
h im long, for to most of his friends he soon became 
known as "Pete." 

He attended Kingsley High School and was active 
in both music and sports, both of which he enjoyed 
all his life. He attended the University of Iowa for a 
time and returned home to Kingsley. 

June 10, 1932, he married Marion (Bainbridge) 
Wormley and to this union four daughters were 
born, viz; Marian Lee, Frances Lou, and identical 
nyiris, Barbara Ann and Roberta Ruth. 

Pete farmed for some time and then assisted his 
father, J.M. , in the management of his farms until 
his fathe r 's death. He was also employed by 
Knowles and Clark Hardware, and later became the 
manager of Knowles Pan Manufacturing Co. 

He served his country in World War II in the 
Seabees, division of the Navy, and was stationed in 
England. He was a member of Nash Post 140, 
American Legion, Cosmos Lodge 47, Sioux City 
Consistory, and was a 32nd Degree Mason. 

He was a member of the Methodist Church, altho 
most of his life he and his original family attended 
the Congregational Church. 

On April 15, 1959, Pete was fataJly injured in a 
car accident. He is buried in the Kingsley Cemetery 
beside his father, mother, and infant brother. 

He was a special person and was a father and 
grandfather that is well remembered and never for
gotten by his children and his grandchildren. 
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JOHN MARION WORMLEY 

Hon. J.M. Wormley 

John Marion Wormley was born November 25, 
'1863 and died November 12, 1948. He was the son 
of Samuel Stuart Wormley and Susan (Shoopman) 
Wormley. The story of the Wormley family in this 
country goes back to the early years of the _18th 
century, when Germany was torn by religious wars 
between Catholics and foJlowers of Martin Luther. 

William Penn was establishing his colony for reli
gious and political refugees in what now is the state 
of Pennsylvania and personally financed three ships, 
which were sent to Europe to pick up anyone who 
wished to try fortunes in the new world. 

Johannes Warmle (ancestor of J.M. Wormley) ar~ 
rived in Philadelphia on the Patience in 1753. The 
new colonist first settled in Lancaster County, and 
moved to Cumberland County in 1776, where he 
settled on the west bank of the Susquehanna River. 
At one time Johannes owned 600 acres of Pennsyl
vania farmland. Three of his sons fought for freedom 
in the revolution. Englehart, the first to change the 
spelling of the family name, was a private in the 
Cumberland County Militia and took part in the bat
tle of Long Island. He was the commanding officer 
of a regiment in the War of 1812. 

The town of Wormleysburg, Pennsylvania is built 
on part of Johannes Warmle's original land holds. 
Grandsons of the founder of the family line moved 
westward, seeking new homes for their families. 
Succeeding generations of Wormleys lived in Ohio, 
Indiana and Illinois. 

J.M. Wormley was born at Macomb, Illinois and 
came to Iowa with his parents when he was three 
years old. The family traveled up the Des Moines 
river valley to Newton, Iowa. 

Mr. Wormley attended Hazel Dell Academy at 
Newton and Iowa State College and in 1889 received 
his law degree from the State University of Iowa. He 
was admitted to the bar and moved to Kingsley, 
Iowa to establish his law practice. 

On September 21, 1893 he was united in marriage 
to Frankie Rock, who preceded him in death No
vember 17, 1917. To this union nine children were 
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born; Enda, Sue, Henry W., John M., Frances, 
George, Woodrow, Charles, and Paul (deceased at 
birth). 

He became actively interested in politics and com
munity affairs and in 1904 was elected Mayor of the 
town of Kingsley in which capacity he served five 
terms. Mr. Wormley served as postmaster, member 
of the Kingsley Board of Education, and as State 
Representative of Plymouth County in the 37th and 
38th General Assemblies. He served in many other 
capacities as a community leader. On the 4th day of 
February, 1923, he married Vera Lowe of Marshall
town , Iowa. J.M. also was chairman of the county 
defense council during World War I. He was proud 
that two of his sons served in the First World War, 
and three served in the Second World War. 

John Marion was a staunch Republican, even 
though he named his one son (Woodrow Wilson 
W ormh!y) after a President of the United States not 
of the same party. 

One son, Henry W. , followed in his father's foot
steps by serving the town of Kingsley as a Mayor, 
and State Representative from Plymouth County in 
the 50th and 51st sessions of the General Assembly. 

Mr. Wormley's ability as an organizer and his un
tiring efforts in the interest of community welfare 
were reflected in many ways in the development and 
progressive community of which Kingsley, Iowa is 
the center. His sincerity, his kindly nature and his 
ever readiness to champion a just and worthy cause 
gained for him an enviable number of friends. 

John was a member of the Plymouth County and 
Iowa Bar Associations, Elks, and Congregational 
Church. He was blessed with good health and car
ried on an active and useful life to the time of his 
passing on November 12, 1948. He is laid to rest in 
the Kingsley Cemetery beside his wife and two sons; 
Paul Wormley and Woodrow Wilson Wormley. 

His sons and daughter still living are: Sue San
born (Arizona), Henry (Des Moines, Iowa), John 
(Bettendorf, Iowa), Frances Clark (Ida Grove, Iowa), 
and Charles (Davenport, Iowa). 

This gentleman not only left his mark in Kingsley 
and the State of Iowa, but also in the lives of all his 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He was, in
deed, the "Honorable John M. Wormley." 

DOUGLAS AND GAYLE 
ROEPKE WRAGGE 

Gayle Jean Roepke, born in 1947 in Kingsley to 
Eldon and Rowena Roepke, attended District #8 for 
grades K-3 and Kingsley Public Schools for grades 
4-12. She graduated from Kingsley High School in 
1965. She graduated from Concordia Teachers Col
lege in Seward, Nebraska in 1969, teaching near 
Columbus, Nebraska in two rural Lutheran schools 
for six years and rural public school for three years, 
and in the Columbus city schools for two years. 

Gayle married Douglas R. Wragge in October 1980 
and moved to Howells, Nebraska. Doug was wid
owed in 1978 and left with two sons, Scott Lowell, 
born in 1971, and Aaron Douglas, born in 1974. In 
1981 a daughter, Rachel Rowena, was born to Doug 
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and Gayle. 

Doug and Gayle Wragge 
Scott, Aaron and Rachel 

Taken 1982 

Doug owns and operates, in partnership with his 
brother, the Wragge Hatchery and Purina Feed 
Store in Howells. 

MELVIN AND FLORENCE WRIGHT 

Frank Keller, son of Karl and Bertha Keller, na
tives of Germany, was born in Jamestown, North 
Dakota, March 7, 1884. When still a young boy he 
came with his parents to Iowa and lived on .a farm 
northwest of Moville. 

He married Sadie Mahin on April 24, 1907, at 
Bronson, Iowa. They were both educated in rural 
schools. ln 1910, he, along with his wife and sma11 
daughter, Frances, who was born in 1908, moved to 
Kingsley, into the house now occupied by Marie 
Timmins. 

Frank and his brother, John, went into partnership 
and bought the pool hall, that was located in the old 
liquor store building. 

KeUer Pool Hall • 1912 

On April 15, 1911, another daughter, Florence, 
was born to this union, making their family com· 
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• ID: I51938 
• Name: Henry Wilson WORMLEY 
• Given Name: Henry Wilson 
• Surname: Wormley 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 13 May 1898 in Plymouth County, Iowa 
• Death: Aug 1985 in Des Moines, Iowa 
• Note: 

1900 Kingsley Village, Plymouth County, lA census ED 
104 p087a Age 2 
1910 Kingsley Town, Plymouth County, IA census ED 
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1920 Kingsley Town, Plymouth County, lA census ED 
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• Note: Kingsley Town, Plymouth County, IA 
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ancestry 
You searched for Henry Wilson Wormley in Iowa 

World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 

Name: Henry Wilson Wormley 

Count~·: Plymouth 

State: Iowa 

Birth nate: 13 May 1898 

Race: White 

FHI Roll Number: 1643219 

Draft Board: o 

Age: 

Occupation: 
Ncarl'St R<'lat i,·c: 

Hci!lbtfBuild: 
. Cqlor .of 

l'yestHatr: 
Signature: 

View image 
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