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Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents lllustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 
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For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863- 1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re

. porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
>fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
lteports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind. compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

·"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."-SAMUEL SMILES. 
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RECOLLECTIONS AND SKETCHES 

qonesty and integrity throughout his entire life. He had no sordid arn,nn·to.> ... _, 
accumulate wealth, and was as ready to spend -his money for the good of 

, his friends, and his fellow-men as be was to eatn ft. He 'lltoed higp. in his 
and WSI! lJDiversaliY esteemed by his fellow members of the bar. 

To these testimonials uf his character I can heartily add my own. 
very pleasant man to be with; his simplicity and geneJous traits were COilSpqli 

throuibout his life. He had a .good clientage., but caring nothing for money 
minister to the comfort of othe~S'; he accumulated but little and died cornD<ltaliV~ 
poor .at his home in Albia in the eightieth year of his a.ge, in 1 90 1 . 

I have omitted to mention that in the second election of President 
1864, he was one of the presidential electors on the Republican ticket; in 1 
was appointed Register in Bankruptcy and filled this position until the Bankrupt 
was repealed. 

He was a gooq specimen of the old-time gentleman; resolute, sometimes 
in character; dignified in manners, but simple and unaffected in his intercour~ . 
his fellow men; in figure, very tall and erect. 

For .a period he was associated with a young lawyer, D. W. O'Bryan, 
was killed many years ago in a runaway accident. Though our ac(lUa~ntan(~~ 
been shor~ I was attracted to O'Bryan by his engaging manneTs. his brilliant 
perament and the great promise, as it seemed to me, that he gave of bec:OllQ 

notabk man. Colonel Anderson took great inteiest in him and appeared to 
as much of him as he did of his own sons. Af.ter the death of Mr. O'Bzy~p. 
ond Anderson took into partnership with him his son, D. M. Anderson, who. 
a lawyer of note, and is now the able judge of the District Court of that district 

Judge f ohnS. To Dlnsend came to the bench of the Second Judicial Distr~ 
1858 or 1859, succeeding Judge Henry B. Hendershott. He had. been on 
bench immediately previous to that since 1 85 3 in a district differently COIIDP'~ 
The constitution of 185 '7 made a change, and Monroe County became a 
the Second Judicial District. Judge Hendershott was the regular Democr 
didate for re-election. Samuel W. Summers was the Republican 
Through some arrangement, Summers withdrew and Townsend was induced 
come an Independent candidate and was elected after a heated and ~ornc::11VDilll 
contest. judge Hendershott, by pis uniform amiable bearing, and especially 
helpful kindness to young men. had greatly endeared himself to them, and the 
through which he had been defeated as the re~lar candid\lte, had a strpng 
to prejudice them against his successor. But this wore away, and in time we 
perfectly reconciled to Judge Townsend. He served the full term of four 
making his entire judicial service in both distrids, ten years. 

While, as already indicated, he was without that outward kindness, 
felicity of speech and action that characterized Judge Hendershott, he mack a 
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h>r :he had been a hard-working student, was . a well-.grounded lawyer. and 
. was above reproach. A lo~ acquaintance convinced me, that at 

was a very kindly man, and such he ·had the credit of being by those who 
intimate.ly: His old townsman, Josiah T. Young, once Secretary of 

tha.t "he made no display of his good actions, and that in .giving to -the 
:needy, his liberality was well marked." An"other distinguished townsman, 

Dla!IY years his partner, T. B. Perry, writes: "He was entirely Iree from 
and deception. Though unassuming and retiring in his nature, no man 
tender of heart for those in trouble or distress." 

.a lawyer, _his course was marked by great industry, and all his transactions 
1).f the most systematic and methodical kind. Before he was elected judge, he 

Prosecuting Attorney of Monroe County; to which he was elected in 1851. 
representativ~ in the House of the Fourth General Assembly, to which he 

. ~lected in 1852, and rendered services that were' markedly creditable . 

.Upon his retirement from the bench, he formed a law partnership with T. B. 
which continued for many years, and until he retired from the practice along 

I think. The remainder of his life was quietly spent, intermingled with 
in enjoying the fruits of his labor. 

Townsend was a native of Morganfield. Kentucky, where he was born in 
When he was six years of age the family removed to Putnam County, 
where John was reared and received his primary education, afterward 

and graduating from Asbury University. His father, james Townsend, 
a planter and slaveholder, manumitting his slaves on account of conscien-

sc~ks before his removal to Indiana. John's brother, it is said. was Clerk 
Courts 1n Putnam County, and that- john, in assisting him, acquired .his .love 
]ega! profession. In 1850 he came to Iowa, sto(>.ping for a short time in 

'County, and later in the year locating permanently at Albia. His subsequent 
in the profession hd already been noted. His name became widely known. 

. '· 
His first wife, Mary Brooks, died in 1852, leaving one son, Rufus B . T own-

:w.ho became a lawyer and was one term District Attorney. He died in the 
19d0 in Arkansas. For pis second wife, Judge Townsend marf'ied Annie 

Elbert, a daughter of Dr. john D. Elbert, an early settler and well-blown 
Qf Van Buren County. judge Townsend died at Albia in ~892. leaving 

the son already mentioned, Judge James Elbert Townsend, of Ei Paso, 
Dr. W ilber Townsend, of Los Angeles, Californi-a, .and Fred Townsend, a 

lll'.lltJII 'r" B. Perry was .a young iawyer of the Albia Bar when 1 came to 1 

in 1856. He studied law with Judge John S. Townsend, was admitted 

1654, and the same year elected Prosecuting Attorney for M®roe 
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My family history research begins with my TOWNSEND line which began in Virginia, and migrated primarily to 
Maryland and Delaware. From there they spread throughout the country. I often have direct and indirect relationships 
in my database. I attempt to cite sources and references from books, census data, online sources, and other researchers. 

My other direct family lines are TRUITT, CLARK, WIX, HEIDRICH, STUETZ, SCHUL THEISS. 
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• ID: 118749 
• Name: John Selby TOWNSEND 
• Given Name: John Selby 
• Surname: TOWNSEND 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 21 Aug 1824 in Morganfield, Henderson County, Kentucky 
(later Union County) 

• VERI: YES 1 

• VERI: YES 2 

• Death: 23 Apr 1892 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 1 

• Burial: Apr 1892 Oak:view Cemetery, Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Section T1 
• Census: 9 Jun 1860 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 3 

• Census: 12 Aug 1870 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 4 

• Census: 2 Jul 1 880 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 5 

• Will: 1892 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 6 

• Probate: 1892 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 7 

• Event: HISTORY 1916 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
• VERI: YES 8 

• Change Date: 15 Dec 2008 at 09:07 

• Ancestry Hints for John Selby TOWNSEND 
ancestry 

1 possible matches found on Ancestry.com 

Millions of new Credit Cards 
contain radios 

Turn them off with 
s~CNCHCI..C a Secure Sleeve®. 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET &db=dckahhan&id=I18749 1/12/2010 
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Father: James TOWNSEND b: 31 Aug 1786 in Maryland 
Mother: Catherine Hodge DAVIS b: 23 Aug 1789 in Worcester 
County, Maryland 

Marriage I Mary E. BROOKS b: 1 Jul1830 

• Married: 1848 
• Change Date: 5 Apr 2004 

Children 

I. Rufus B. TOWNSEND b: 12 Sep 1849 in Indiana 
2. James B. TOWNSEND b: Unknown 

Marriage 2 Anna Catherine ELBERT b: 9 Feb 1830 in Logan County, 
Ohio 

• Married: IS Nov 1853 
• Change Date: 15 Dec 2008 

Children 

I. Mary TOWNSEND b: 11 May 1855 in Iowa 
2. - Jame~ Elbert TOWNSEND b: 19 Jul 1858 in Iowa 
3. William TOWNSEND b: 18 Dec 1860 in Albia, Monroe 

County, Iowa 
4. John TOWNSEND b: 18 Dec 1860 in Albia, Monroe County, 

Iowa 
5. « Fred TOWNSEND b: 1 Jul 1862 in Albia, Monroe County, 

Iowa 
6. Selby TOWNSEND b: 18 Apr 1867 in Albia, Monroe County, 

Iowa 
7. - Wilber TOWNSEND b: 19 Mar 1871 in Albia, Monroe 

County, Iowa 

Sources: 

I. Media: Website 
Abbrev: Oakview Cemetery, AJbia, Iowa 
www.iamonroe.org/cemetery 
Title: Oakview Cemetery, Albia, Iowa 
www.iamonroe.org/cemetery 

2. Media: Book 
Abbrev: The Townsend Family ofMaryland 
Title: The Townsend Family of Maryland 
Author: Ruth T. Dryden 
Publication: Ruth T. Dryden 
2414 Front St. # 25 
San Diego, CA 92101-1438 
1993 
Text: " INTRODUCTION 
Early Eastern Shore Virginia, that is Northampton and 
Accomack Counties, reveal more than one Townsend Family 

http:/ /wc.rootsweb.ancestry .com/cgi-binligm.cgi?op=GET &db=dckahhan&id=l187 49 
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living there in the early 1600's. John ofNorthampton County 
migrated to Maryland and is the progenitor of the lower eastern 
shore family. There was also a Thomas Townsend of Accomack 
county who left many ancestors some of whom also migrated to 
Maryland and Delaware. I was unable to connect these two 
families. There were a few fami lies I was not able to identify. 
They consist mostly of the Townsend's that migrated to 
Delaware and later returned to Maryland, specifically those in 
now Wicomico CoW1ty, Maryland. 
Many of my correspondents and of course the unfatigable Leslie 
P. Dryden, now deceased, are responsible for some of the 
contents in this booklet. Other sources include wills, land 
records, court records, marriages, cemetery, Bible, Church, 
census, and the SS death index. 
I take all the blame for any errors that have occurred since some 
of the early records require interpretation which can be faulty. 
There are also omissions but I hope this document will be useful 
to researchers in identifying their fore bearers." 
Page: page 40 
Quality: 4 
Date: 1 0 Sep 2004 

3. Media: CENSUS 
Abbrev: 1860 Census Monroe County, Troy Twp., Iowa 
Title: 1860 Census Monroe County, Troy Twp., Iowa 
Page: page 262, line 11 
Quality: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Judge District Court 
Listed as 35 years old; born in Kentucky. 

4. Media: CENSUS 
Abbrev: 1870 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Title: 1870 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Page: page 418, line 8 
Quality: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Attorney at law 
Listed as 45 years old; born in Kentucky 

5. Media: CENSUS 
Abbrev: 1880 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Title: 1880 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Page: ED 138, sheet 191C, line 32 
Quality: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Attorney 
Listed as 55 years old; born in Kentucky 

6. Media: Book 
Abbrev: Monroe County, Iowa Probate Index 
Title: Monroe Com1ty, Iowa Probate Index 
Will Book 
Index - A, B and C 
Publication: Monroe County Genealogical Society 
Albia, Iowa 
1987 
Repository: 

Name: Salt Lake City Family History Library 

Page: Will book B, page 185 
Quality: 4 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry .com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET &db=dckahhan&id=I 187 49 
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deception. Though unassuming and retiring in his nature, no man 
was more tender of heart for those in trouble or distress." 
As a lawyer, his course was marked by great industry, and all his 
transactions were of the most systematic and metodical kind. 
Before he was elected Judge, he was the Prosecuting Attorney 
for Monroe county, to which he was elected in 1851, and its 
representative in the House of the Fourth General Assembly, to 
which he was elected in 1852, and rendered services that were 
markedly creditable. 
Upon his retirement from the bench, he formed a law partnership 
witT. B. Perry, which continued for many years, and until he 
retired from the practice along in 1883, I think. The remainder of 
his life was quietly spent, intermingled with travel, in enjoying 
the fruits of his labor. 
Judge Townsend was a native of Morganfield, Kentucky, where 
he was born in 1824. When be was six years of age the family 
removed to Putnam County, Indiana, where John was reared and 
received his primary education, afterward entering and 
graduating from Asbury University. His father, JAMES 
TOWNSEND, had been a planter and slaveholder, manumitting 
his slaves on account of conscientious scruples before his 
removal to Indiana. John's brother, it is said, waas Clerk of the 
Courts in Putnam County, and that John, in assisting him, 
acquired his love for the legal profession. In 1850 he came to 
Iowa, stopping for a short time in Lucas County, and later in the 
year locating pennanently at Albia. His subsequent rise in the 
profession has already been noted. His name became widely 
known. 
His first wife, Mary Brooks, died in 1852, leaving one son, 
Rufus B. Townsend, who became a lawyer and was one term 
District Attorney. He died in the year 1900 in Arkansas. For his 
second wife, Judge Townsend married Annie Catherine Elbert, a 
daughter of Dr. John D. Elbert, an early settler and well-known 
man of Van Buren County. Judge Townsend died at Ablia in 
1892, leaving beside the son already mentioned, Judge James 
Elbert Townsend, of El Paso, Texas, Dr. Wilber Townsend, of 
Los Angeles, California, and Fred Townsend, a lawyer and 
public man of note in Monroe County." 
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Cousins and other interested folks, please contact me to share information, correct my mistakes, or just to get 
acquainted! I would love to hear from you. Please place a genealogy reference in your email title, so your email won't 

be mistaken for spam! And please be patient, as I get lots of genealogy emails these days; I will get back to you. 
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ancestry HI, heltnJwhl StOn Out Messages (2) t-1y Account Help - o·Oos QUtCk Links 

Home Famtly Trees Search Collaborate Learntng Center DNA Pubhsh Shop Hore an Expert 

Stan Hendershot's Family Tree 
Entries: 87229 Updated: 2009-08-05 02:53:36 UTC (Wed) Contact: Stan 
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ID: 190067 
Name: John Selby Townsend 
Sex : M 
Birth: 21 AUG 1824 In Morganfield, Henderson, Kentucky 
Death: 23 APR 1892 In Albia, Monroe, Iowa 
Note: 

Burial: Apr 1892 Oakvlew Cemetery, Albia, Monroe County, Iowa Section T1 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 
about John S Townsend 
Name: John S Townsend 
Birth Year: abt 1826 
Birth Place: Kentucky 
Gender: Male 
Marital Status: Marded 
Census Date: 1856 
Residence State: Iowa 
Residence County: Monroe 
Locality: Troy 
Roll: IA_62 
Une: 9 
Family Number: 4 
Neighbors: View others on page 
Household Members: Name Age 
John S Townsend 30 
A E Townsend 25 
Rufus B Townsend 6 
Mary C Townsend 1 
Catherine Townsend 8 

Census: 9 Jun 1860 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
1860 United States Federal Census 
about John S Townsend 
Name: John S Townsend 
Age In 1860: 35 
Birth Year: abt 1825 
Birthplace: Kentucky 
Home In 1860: Troy, Monroe, Iowa 
Gender: Male 
Post Office: Albia 
Value of real estate: View image 
Household Members: Name Age 
John S Townsend 35 
Ann E Townsend 30 
Rufus B Townsend 10 
Mary Townsend 5 
James E Townsend 2 
Catherine Wood 13 

Census: 12 Aug 1870 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
1870 United Sta tes Federal Census 
about John S Townsend 
Name: John S Townsend 
Estimat ed Birth Year: abt 1825 
Age In 1870: 45 
Birthplace: Kentucky 
Home In 1870: Albia, Monroe, Iowa 
Race: White 
Gender: Male 
Value or real estate: View Image 
Post Office: Albia 
Household Members: Name Age 
John S Townsend 45 
Annie E Townsend 40 
Rufus B Townsend 20 
Mollie Townsend 14 
James E Townsend 12 
Fred Townsend 7 
Sels Townsend 3 
Catharin Townsend 23 

Census: 2 lui 1880 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
1880 United States Federal Census 
about John S. Townsend 
Name: John S. Townsend 

http:/ /awt.ancestry .com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET &db=stanhendershot&id=I90067 1/12/2010 
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Ancestry World Tree Project: Stan Hendershot's Family Tree 

Home in 1880: Albia, Monroe, Iowa 
Age: ss 
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1825 
Birthplace: Kentucky 
Relation to Head of Household: Self (Head) 
Spouse's Name: Anna Elbert 
Father's birthplace: Maryland 
Mother's birthplace: Maryland 
Neighbors: View others on page 
Occupation: Attorney 
Marital Status: Married 
Race: White 
Gender: Male 
Household Members: Name Age 
John S. Townsend 55 
Anna Elbert Townsend SO 
Mary Townsend 24 
Janres E. Townsend 22 
Fred Townsend 17 
Wilber Townsend 9 
James R. Townsend 22 
McGee 18 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836- 1925 
about John S Townsend 
Name: John S Townsend 
Birth Year: abt 1825 
Birth Place: Kentucky 
Gender: Male 
Marital Status: Married 
Census Date: 1885 
Residence State: Iowa 
Residence County: Monroe 
Locality: Albia 
Roll: IA1885_236 
Une: 5 
Family Number: 63 
Neighbors: View others on page 
Household Members: Name Age 
John S Townsend 60 
Anna E Townsend 54 
May A Townsend 27 
Fred Townsend 21 
Wilbur Townsend 13 
Agnes Roache 21 

Event: HISTORY 1916 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• Ancestry Hints for John Selby Townsend 

1 posstble historical record matches 

Father: James Townsend b: 31 AUG 1786 in Snow Hill, Worcester, Maryland, USA 
Mother: Catherine Hodge Davis b: 23 AUG 1789 in Snow Hill, Worcester, Maryland, USA 

Marriage 1 Mary E. Brooks b: 1 JUL 1830 
Married: 1848 
Children 

Ru{us B. Townse11d b: 12 SEP 1849 In Indiana 

Marriage 2 Anna Catherine Elbert b: 9 FEB 1830 in Ohio 
Married: 1853 
Children 

Mary C. (Mollie) Townsend b: 1856 in Iowa 
4l James Elbert .Townsend b: 1858 in Iowa 

William Townsend b: 18 DEC 1860 In Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
John Townsend b: 18 DEC 1860 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

4l Fred Townsend b: 1 JUL 1862 in Albia, Monroe, Iowa 
Selby Townsend b: 18 APR 1867 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

4l Wilber Townsend b: 19 MAR 1871 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

Index 1 Descendancy I Register I Pedigree I Ahnentafel I Download GEDCOM I Public Profile 1 Add Post-em 

~ Printer Friend ly Version E§l Search Ancestry~ Search AWT Z, Join Ancestry.com Today! 

Contact Us: ! ·BOO-ANCESTRY Ancestry .com Blog Affiliates Advertising 
Ancestry.com 

2009 Ancestry .com Corporate lnformatiOil PRIVACY POLICY Tetms and Co<ldioons 

http://awt.ancestry.corn!cgi-binligm.cgi?op=GET&db=stanhendershot&id=I90067 

Page 2 of2 

1112/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Ancestry World Tree Project: FAMILY VINES Page 1 of3 
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FAMILY VINES 
Entries: 57069 Updated : 2010-01- 12 06:21:26 UTC (Tue) Contact: Dottle Townsend Kahhan 

My family history research begins with my TOWNSEND line which began In Virginia, and migrated primarily to Maryland and Delaware. From there they spread 
throughout the country. I often have direct and Indirect relationships In my database. I attempt to cite sources and references from books, census data, online 

sources, and other researchers. My other direct family lines are TRum, CLARK, WIX, HEIDRICH, STUETZ, SCHULTHEISS. 

ID: 118749 
Name: John Selby TOWNSEND 
Given Name: John Selby 
Surname: TOWNSEND 
Sex: M 

Index 1 Oescendancy I Register 1 Pedigree I Ahnentafel 1 Add Post-em 

Birth: 21 Aug 1824 In Morganfield, Henderson County, Kentucky (later Union County) 
_VERI: YES 1 

_VERI: YES 2 

Death: 23 Apr 1892 In Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
_VERI: YES 1 

Burial: Apr 1892 Oakview Cemetery, Albia, Monroe County, Iowa Section T1 
Census: 9 Jun 1860 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
_VERI: YES 3 

Census: 12 Aug 1870 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
VERI: YES 4 

Census: 2 Jul 1880 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
_VERI: YES 5 

Will: 1892 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
VERI: YES 6 

Probate: 1892 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
_VERI: YES 7 

Event: HISTORY 1916 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
_VERI : YES 8 

Change Date: 15 Dec 2008 at 09:07 

• Ancestry Hints for John Selby TOWNSEND 

1 possoble hostorocal reoord matches 

Father: James TOWNSEND b: 31 Aug 1786 In Maryland 
Mother: Catherone Hodge DAVIS b: 23 Aug 1789 In Worcester County, Maryland 

Marriage 1 Mary E. BROOKS b: 1 Jul 1830 
Married: 1848 
Change Date: 5 Apr 2004 
Children 

Rufus B. TOWNSEND b: 12 Sep 1849 In Indiana 
James B. TOWNSEND b: Unknown 

Marriage 2 Anna Catherme ELBERT b: 9 Feb 1830 in Logan County, Ohio 
Married: 15 Nov 1853 
Change Date: 15 Dec 2008 
Children 

Mary TOWNSEND b: 11 May 1855 in Iowa 
• James Elbert TOWNSEND b: 19 lui 1858 In Iowa 

William TOWNSEND b: 18 Dec 1860 In Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
John TOWNSEND b: 18 Dec 1860 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• Fred TOWNSEND b: 1 Ju11862 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Selby TOWNSEND b: 18 Apr 1867 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• Wolber TOWNSEND b: 19 Mar 1871 In Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

Sources: 
Media: Website 
Abbrev: Oakvlew Cemetery, Albia, Iowa www.lamonroe.org/cemetery 
Title: Oakview Cemetery, Albia, Iowa www.lamonroe.org/cemetery 
Media: Book 
Abbrev: The Townsend Family of Maryland 
Title: The Townsend Family of Maryland 
Author: Ruth T. Dryden 
Publication: Ruth T. Dryden 
2414 Front St. I 25 
San Diego, CA 92101- 1438 
1993 
Text: " INTRODUCTION 
Early Eastern Shore VIrginia, that is Northampton and Accomack Counties, reveal more than one Townsend Family living there In the early 1600's. John of 
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Northampton County migrated to Maryland and Is the progenitor of the lower eastern shore family. There was also a Thomas Townsend of Accomack county who 
left many ancestors some of whom also migrated to Maryland and Delaware. I was unable to connect these two families. There were a few families I was not able 
to identify. They consist mostly of the Townsend's that migrated to Delaware and later returned to Maryland, specifically those In now Wicomico County, Maryland. 
Many or my correspondents and of course the unfatlgable Leslie P. Dryden, now deceased, are responsible for some of the contents in this booklet. Other sources 
include wills, land records, court records, marriages, cemetery, Bible, Church, census, and the SS death index. 
I take all the blame for any errors that have occurred since some or the early records require interpretation which can be faulty. There are also omissions but I 
hope this document will be useful to researchers In Identifying their fore bearers." 
Page: page 40 
Quality: 4 
Date: 10 Sep 2004 
Media: CENSUS 
Abbrev : 1860 Census Monroe County, Troy Twp., Iowa 
Title: 1860 Census Monroe County, Troy Twp., Iowa 
Page: page 262, line 11 
Quality: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Judge District Court 
Usted as 35 years old; born In Kentucky. 
Media: CENSUS 
Abbrev: 1870 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Title: 1870 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Page: page 418, line 8 
Quality: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Attorney at law 
Usted as 45 years old; born In Kentucky 
Media: CENSUS 
Abbrev : 1880 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Title: 1880 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Page: EO 138, sheet 191C, line 32 
Quality: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Attorney 
Listed as 55 years old; born In Kentucky 
Media: Book 
Abbrev : Monroe County, Iowa Probate Index 
Title: Monroe County, Iowa Probate Index 
Will Book 
Index - A, 6 and C 
Publication: Monroe County Genealogical Society 
Albia, Iowa 
1987 
Repository: 
Name: Salt Lake City Family History Library 

Page: Will book 6, page 185 
Quality: 4 
Date: 15 Dec 2008 
Media: Book 
Abbrev: Monroe County, Iowa Probate Index 
Title: Monroe County, Iowa Probate Index 
Will Book 
Index - A, 6 and C 
Publication: Monroe County Genealogical Society 
Albia, Iowa 
1987 
Repository: 
Name: Salt Lake City Family History Library 

Page: page 34 
Quality: 4 
Date: 15 Dec 2008 
Text: Book 3 page 76, box # 113 
Media: Book 
Abbrev: Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Title: Recollections and sketches of notable lawyers and public men of early Iowa: belonging to the first and second generations, with ancedotes and lnddents 
illustrative of the times" 
Author: Edward Holcolm Stiles 
Publication: Homestead Publishing Company 
Des Moines, Iowa 
1916 
Page: Chapter XVI 
Quality: 4 
Date: 15 Mar 2004 
Text: • Judge John s. Townsend came to the bench of the Second Judicial District in 1858 or 1859, succeeding Judge Henry 6. Hendershott. He had been on the 
bench Immediately previous to that since 1653 In a district differently composed. The constitution of 1657 made a change, and Monroe County became part of the 
Second Judicial District. Judge Hendershott was the regular Democratic candidate for re-election. Samuel W. Summers was the Republican candidate. Through 
some arrangement, Summers withdrew and Townsend was induced to become an Independent candidate and was elected after a heated and somewhat bitter 
contest. Judge Hendershott, by his uniform amiable bearing, and especially by his helpful kindness to young men, had greatly endeared himself to them, and the 
means through which he had been defeated as the regular candidate, had a strong tendency to prejudice them against his successor. But this wore away, and in 
time we became perfectly reconciled to Judge Townsend. He served the full term of four years, making his entire judicial service In both districts, ten years. 
While, as already indicated, he was without that outward kindness, and the felidty or speech and action that characterized Judge Hendershott, he made a good 
judge, for he had been a hard-working student, was a well-grounded lawyer, and his character was above reproach. A long acquaintance convinced me, that at 
heart he was a very kindly man, and such he had the credit of being by those who knew him intimately. His old townsman, Josiah T. Young, once Secretary of 
State, writes that" he made no display of his good actions, and that In giving to t he poor and needy, his lberallty was well marked." Another distinguished 
townsman, and for many years his partnet, T. e. Perry, writes: "He was entirely free from hypocrisy and deception. Though unassuming and retiring In his nature, 
no man was more tender of heart for those in trouble or distress. • 
As a lawyer, his course was marked by great industry, and all his transactions were of the most systematic and metodical kind. Before he was elected Judge, he 
was the Prosecuting Attorney for Monroe county, to which he was elected In 1851, and Its representative In the House or the Fourth General Assembly, to which he 
was elected In 1852, and rendered services that were markedly creditable. 
Upon his retirement from the bench, he formed a law partnership witT. 6. Perry, which continued for many years, and until he retired from the practice along in 
1883, I think. The remainder or his life was quietly spent, internnlngled with travel, in enjoying the fruits of his labor. 
Judge Townsend was a native or Morganfield, Kentucky, where he was born In 1824. When he was six years of age the family removed to Putnam County, 
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Indiana, where John was reared and received his primary education, afterward entering and graduating from Asbury University. His father, JAMES TOWNSEND, 
had been a planter and slaveholder, manumitting h is slaves on account of consdentious scruples before his removal to Indiana. John's brother, It Is said, waas 
Clerk of the Courts In Putnam County, and that John, In assisting him, acquired his love for the legal profession. In 1850 he came to Iowa, stopping for a short 
time In Lucas County, and later In the year locating permanently at Albia. His subsequent r ise in the profession has already been noted. His name became widely 
known. 
His first wife, Mary BrookS, died In 1852, leaving one son, Rufus 8. Townsend, who became a lawyer and was one term District Attorney. He died In the year 1900 
in Arkansas. For his second wife, Judge Townsend married Annie Catherine Elbert, a daughter of Or. John 0 . Elbert, an early settler and well-known man of Van 
Buren County. Judge Townsend died at Abila in 1892, leaving beside the son already mentioned, Judge James Elbert Townsend, of El Paso, Texas, Dr. Wilber 
Townsend, of Los Angeles, California, and Fred Townsend, a lawyer and public man of note in Monroe C()unty." 

Index 1 Descendancy 1 Register 1 Pedigree 1 Ahnentafel 1 Add Post -em 

Cousins and other Interested folkS, please contact me to share Information, correct my mistakes, or just to get acquainted! I would love to hear from you. Please 
place a genealogy reference In your email title, so your email won't be mistaken for spam! And please be patient, as I get lots of genealogy emalls these days; I 

will get back to you. 

~ Printer Fnendly Versi()n ~Search Ancestry ~ Search AWT ?,. Join Ancestry.com Today! 

Cor(act Us: 1·800-ANCESTRY Ancestry com Blog Affiliates Adveltising 
Ancestry .com 

PRIVACY POlicY Tenns and Conchtons 
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ancestry Hi, 

Home Family Trees Search Col laborate Learnmg Center 

You 4r!' 1\ert Tre-eJ Onewor~Tree .> John Selby Town,end 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

liJ John Selby Townsend James Townsend 
Born: 21 Aug 1824 

Morganfield, Henderson, Kentucky, USA 

23 Apr 1892 
Albia, Monroe, Iowa, USA 

Died: (ather.ne Oav1s 

t ve ""t"SS' • ro 

Family H istorical Records Family Facts 

Family Groups 
Spouse 1 

Mary E Brooks 
Born: 1 Jul 1830 
Died: 15 lui 1852 

Marriage: 2 Feb 1848 

Children 

James B Townsend 

Birth 

Rufus B Townsend 

Sex 

M 

M 12 Sep 18491n 'eot,l , 1 ou ty , Indiana, USA 

Spouse 2 

Annie Elbert 
Born: 9 Feb 1830 In , • , rcount , Ohio, USA 
Died: 24 Jan 1901 

Marriage: 15 Nov 18531n k•tvJ, lcou11tyj, Iowa, USA 

Children SeK Birth 

Mary Townsend 1856 in I f • coun v , Iowa, USA 

)ames E bert Townsend M 18S8 in c• ' .o y , Iowa, USA 

W1l am Townsend M 18 Dec 1860 tn Albia, Monroe, Iowa, USA 

John Townsend M 18 Dec 1860 In Albia, Monroe, Iowa, USA 

Fred Townsend M 1 lui 1862 In Albia, Monroe, Iowa, USA 

Selby Townsend M 18 Apr 1867 In Albia, Monroe, Iowa, USA 

Wtlber Townsend M 19 Mar 1871 In Albia, Monroe, Iowa, USA 

Contact Us: 1·800·ANCESTRY Aneewy.com Blog Affiliates Advertlstng 

ltlfl9. Cofpotate lnfotfllatlon PRIVI\CY POLICY Tenns eno CondrtJOns 
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ancestry HI. tlelenJwhl Ston Out Me-ss.ages (2) My Account Help To-Dos Qt.; Ck Wnks 

Home Fam y Trees Search Collaborate Learnmg Center 

Elbert Family Tree V1ew Fam1ly Tree Q.o..ner sallyjandersen 

John Selby Townsend 
Birth 21 Aug 1824 on Morganfield, Henderson, Kentucky, USA 

Death 23 Apr 1892 on Albia, Monroe, Iowa. USA 

Show 1mmed ate fam•ly More optoons 

Overview Facts and Sources Med•a Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Med1a Gallery 

No photos, stones, audJO or video have been added yet. 

T1mehne ( v e., deta s) 

1853 
1.'1' \ 

Ago: 29 

1892 
:.!.t Ap1 

Age: 67 

Comments 

Birth 
Mor'ganfield, ~. Kentucky, USA 

Marriage to Ann Elbert 
, , Iowa, USA 

Death 
Albia, Monroe, Iowa, USA 

No comments have been added yt>t 

Add a comment 

DNA Pubhsh Shop Hore an Expert 

Home Person find a person m th1s tree 

Save this person to your tree 

Comment on this 

Family Members 

Part"nts 

No Father 

No Mother 

Spous- !< Childrtn 

Ann Elbert 
1830 1901 

Mary Townsend 
ldSo-

James Elbert Townsend 
1858-

William Townsend 
1860 - 1861 
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1860- 1860 

Fred Townsend 
1862 1 18 

Selby Townsend 
1867 1870 

Wilber Townsend 
1871- 1960 

H stor cal Records 

Fam1ly group sh~t 
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Individual Record FamilySearch ™ Pedigree Resource File 

John Selby Townsend Compact Disc #125 Pin #535078 
Sex: M 

Event(s) 
Birth: 21 Aug 1824 

Union County, KY 
Death: 23 Apr 1892 

Monroe County, lA 

Parents 
Father: James Townsend Disc #125 Pin #525610 

Mother: Catherine Hodge Davis Disc #1 25 Pin #530692 

Marriage(s) 
Spouse: Mary E. Brooks Disc #125 Pin #535079 

Marriage: 2 Feb 1848 

Spouse: Annie Elbert Disc #125 Pin #535080 
Marriage: 15 Nov 1853 

Iowa 

Notes and Sources 
Notes: Available on CD-ROM Disc# 125 

Sources: None 

Submitter 
Ernest H GRUBB 
561 S. Sunnydale Way Hendersonville, NC 28792 

Submission Search: 3273534-0913105070757 

Pedigree 

URL: http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=1 01429 
CD-ROM: Pedigree Resource File - Compact Disc #125 

CD-ROM Features: Pedigree View, Family View, Individual View, Reports, 
Downloadable GEDCOM files, Notes and Sources. 

Order Pedigree Resource Fi le CD-ROMS 

About FamilySearch Pedigree Resource File 
The Pedigree Resource File is a new lineage linked database of records available on compact disc 
containing family history records submitted by individuals through FamilySearch Internet Genealogy Service. 
Family information is organized in family groups and pedigrees and includes submitted notes and sources. 
Many charts and reports can be printed from this data. Each disc contains about 1.1 million names. With the 
publication of every five discs, a master index for those discs will be published and packaged with that set of 
discs. With the publication of every 25 discs, a master index for those discs will also be published and 
packaged with that volume of discs. Discs may be purchased as sets or volumes. 

Please Note 
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PRF Pedigree View Page 

Pedigree Chart 

James Townsend 
B: 31 Aug 1786 

~ 
Snow Hill, MD 

D: 4 Nov 1852 
Clay County, IN 

M: 11 Jan 1809 
Worcester County, MD 

ohn Selby Townsend J 
B : 21 Aug 1824 

Union County. KY 
D : 23 Apr 1892 

Monroe County, lA 
M. 2 Feb 1848 

Mary E. Brooks 
0 : 1852 

Catherine Hodge Davis 

...1. 8: 23 Aug 1789 
Snow Hill, MD 

D: 18 Apr 1871 
Clay County, IN 

~ 

1--

..2. 

~ 

1--

....J... 

Townsend 
B: 1745 

Maryland 
D: 1794 
M: abt1770 

Worcester County, MD 

Leah Selby 
B: 1750 
0 : 1801 

Worcester County, MD 

Page 1 of 1 

FamilySearch ™ Pedigree Resource File 

,..__ 

~ 

-

Jeremiah Townsend , III. 
8 B: abt1713 

Maryland .. 
D: 17 Feb 1784 

Worcester County, MD 
M: abt1738 

Maryland 

Sarah White 

....1 

William Selby 

,.!.Q. B: abt 1718 
Somerset, MD 

0: 28 Oct 1796 
Worcester County, MD 

M: abt 1750 

Levinah Atkinson 

J..!. 

E. 

J1 

..1i 

1--

Ji 

© 1999-2005 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. English approval: 3/1999 
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A_nceffry~ £~'!!! vou r Family story 

1880 United States Federal Census 

:\lame: JohnS. Townsend 

Home in 1880. Albia, Monroe, Iowa 

Age: 55 

l~stinl<tkd hirtb abt 1825 
) (.:ar: 

qtrlhplnn~: 

t~t'1<1lion to head
of-household: 

Spous<!'s name: 

Father's 
birlhpln~~c: 

:\!other's 
bi•'thplc1Ct.'. 

~l' ghbors: 

Kentucky 

Self (l-ieud) 

Anna Elbert 

MD 

MD 

Ot< upat i1 >:l • Attorney 

~lant.1: States: Married 

Race: White 

Gender. Male 
ranuot 

rcad/wnte: 
Blind: 

n~~af an<t riumb: 

0 llc~wi~' d tsa,1Je<.l: 

[dioti<· or insara•: 
llmt~dwld 
?\h.•mbers: 

Name 

JohnS. TQwn~end 

Ann_g Elbe.ttJ..9'~1SenQ 
Mary Townsend 
.Jmu:~s E. To}~rJ.s.end 

Freel Townsend 
Wilber Townsend 
James R. Townsend 

McGee 

Sonr(•c Citation: Y<! .r: t/'180: Cen~us l'l.:1rc: -1ii.>:CI • • 1'/vtlmc.low<~: H<>li: 1'•1 ,; .. ,.; 1·. lllih· til· >t;.· :'it:n: I'');:;_>-: 
P;t~e: tc)I.Jf!IJ<>; Ell:lln<'l'dtimt f)i,:trict: t.)H; lrnage: 03H3. 

Source Information: 

Page 1 of2 

Age 

55 
50 
24 

22 

17 

9 
22 

18 
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Ancestry.com- Iowa Cemetery Records 

Ancef/1]~ S~1Jfr v our Family storv 

Io,·va Cemetery Records 

Name: JohnS. Townsend 

I. eath Date· 23 Apr 1892 

l\lgl' #: 114 

Hirth Date: 1824 

( 'llt(:tl'JY: Oak View 

'I\ 1wn · Albia 

Com1w.·nt: wif: Mary E. 

Page 1 of I 

L<.'\'r:llnfo: Grave Stone Records of Monroe County, Iowa; copied by Graves 
Registration a W. P. A. project 

Som·ec Information: 
.\nccstlY.com. f<,t :ct C 'IH••I·I!J R,•,:ord..; d:ttaoa ,· O'J·Ibc, i'roHl. t:T. US,\. \-1' F;pn'h .:'I'll . n, . • " • ) ·•'n;· ·, ''· .· ·' Pro·.·-t 
.\d nim..;trJllotl. (,r·w·c s Rqw:tnrlicm Proj('cl. \\ a,_h;m:.!on. ru:. n.·;., n.d 

11e&Cl'l)>lJOn: 
T 1·~c ccl111' t; It' , c', "t1 re: c •!: 'ent1 .-.•x cn.m:ic::- , nd {, ·;. -~; nd Ct'll'Nt>n ''' <.; 
:ran~cdb··ci h' th \\'01!· >r, •i<'<' \dm' nistriltkn:. Rt:cord..; m '1 <; ctntab<l''' l',('n 'In \ 
ound n 1, \ ~ tllrl(!'i 1 II' n.ll'll· t 1 JP ,~,·~·~··1"- rl, l>it• h d,Jl<', de. lh ci:.tt<', .Jg<.' cert ~tr 

;·n. Learn n10n: ... 

I I I l l I I 
Copyright © 1998-2006, MyFamily.com Inc.-

"' .. 'l \ c '( 
:or: • e . "O ! ra1· :.><.· 
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Welcome to RootsWE 

RootsWeb.com Th _ o dest and larqe51 FREt i n .. alagy (tte. 5upportel1 bYfill 

Home Searches Mailing Lists Message Boards Web Sites Password: 
----------------~~~ 

Progeny Family T e 
Add-o!1 Value P&:-cl< 

FAMILY VINES of Dorothy TOWNSEND Kahhan 

Entries: 3 7977 Updated: 2006-12- 14 19:21 :20 UTC (Thu) 

Contact: Dottie Kahhan 

My family history research includes direct and indirect relationships to my "TOWNSEND" ancestors. 
who originally resided in Virginia, then Southern Maryland and Delaware; many left the East coast and 

moved throught the country. I attempt to cite sources whether from reference publications, journals, 
indexes, online genealogical websites, or from other researchers. Some of my other direct lines are 

TRUITT, CLARK,WIX, SMITH, SCHUL THEISS, STUETZ, HEIDRICH 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Pedigree I Ahncntafel I Add Post-em 

• ID: 118749 
• Name: John Selby TOWNSEND 
• Given Name: John Selby 
• Surname: TOWNSEND 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 2 1 Aug 1824 in Morganfield, Henderson County, Kentucky (later Union 
County) 

• VERI: YES 1 

• . VERI: YES 2 

• Death: 23 Apr 1892 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 1 

• Burial: Apr 1892 Oakview Cemetery, Albia, Monroe County, Iowa Section T l 
• Census: 9 Jun 1860 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 3 

• Census: 12 Aug 1870 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES <l 

• Census: 2 Jul 1880 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 5 

• Event: HISTORY 1916 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

• VERI: YES 6 

• UID: 139A8E559A00421486E3AAEFC44DB998E4D8 
• Change Date: 10 Sep 2004 at 13 :23 
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Father: James TOWNSEND b: 31 Aug 1786 in Maryland Ads by Google 

Mother: Catherine l!odge DAVIS b: 23 Aug 1789 in Worcester County, 
Maryland 

Marriage l Mary E. BROOKS b: 1 Jul 1830 

• Married: 1848 
• Change Date: 5 Apr 2004 

Children 

1. 
2. 

Rufus B. TOWNSEl'J:J) b: 12 Sep 1849 in Indiana 
James B. TOWNSEND b: Unknown 

Marriage 2 Anna Catherine ELBERT b: 9 Feb 1830 in Ohio 

• Married: 1853 
• Change Date: 5 Apr 2004 

Children 

1. Mary TOWNSEND b: 1856 in Iowa 
2. e .l ames Elbert TOWNSEND b: 1858 in Iowa 
..., 
.). William TOWNSE Db: 18 Dec 1860 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
4. John TOWNSE Db: 18 Dec 1860 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
5. • Fred TOWNSEl Db: 1 Jul 1862 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
6. Selby TO\VNSEND b: 18 Apr 1867 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
7. t Wilber TOWNSEND b: 19 Mar 1871 in Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 

Sources: 

1. Abbrev: Oakview Cemetery, Albia, Iowa www.iamonroe.org/cemetery 
Title: Oakview Cemetery, Albia, Iowa www.iamonroe.org/cemetery 

2. Abbrev: The Townsend Family of Maryland 
Title: The Townsend Family of Maryland 
Author: Ruth T. Dryden 
Publication: Ruth T. Dryden 
2414 Front St.# 25 
San Diego, CA 92101-1438 
1993 
Text: " INTRODUCTION 
Early Eastern Shore Virginia, that is Northampton and Accomack Counties, 
reveal more than one Townsend Family living there in the early 1600's. 
John of Northampton County migrated to Maryland and is the progenitor of 
the lower eastern shore f~unily. There was also a Thomas Townsend of 
Accomack county who left many ancestors some of whom also migrated to 
Maryland and Delaware. I was unable to connect these two fami lies. There 
were a few families I was not able to identify. They consist most ly of the 

http://wc.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin!igm.cgi ?op=GET &db=dckahhan&id=I 18749 
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Townsend's that migrated to Delaware and later returned to Maryland, 
specifically those in now Wicomico County, Maryland. 
Many of my correspondents and of course the unfatigable Leslie P. Dryden, 
now deceased, are responsible for some of the contents in this booklel. 
Other sources include wills. land records, court records, marriages. 
cemetery, Bible, Church, census, and the SS death index. 
I take all the blame for any enors that have occurred since some of the early 
records require interpretation which can be faulty. There are also omissions 
but I hope this document will be useful to researchers in identifying their 
fore bearers. 11 

Page: page 40 
Quality: 4 
Date: 10 Sep 2004 

3. Abbrev: 1860 Census Momoe County, Troy Twp., Iowa 
Title: 1860 Census Monroe County, Troy Twp. , Iowa 
Page: page 262, line 11 
Quality: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Judge District Court 
Listed as 35 years old; born in Kentucky. 

4. Abbrev: 1870 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Title: 1870 Census Albia, Momoe County, Iowa 
Page: page 418, line 8 
Quality: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Attorney at law 
Listed as 45 years old; born in Kentucky 

5. Abbrev: 1880 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Title: 1880 Census Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Page: ED 138, sheet 191 C, line 32 
Quali ty: 4 
Date: 14 Mar 2004 
Text: Occupation: Attorney 
Listed as 55 years old; born in Kentucky 

6. Abbrev: Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
Title: Recollections and sketches of notable lawyers and public men of early 
Iowa: belonging to the tirst and second generations, with ancedotes and 
incidents illustrative of the times" 
Author: Edward Holcolm Stiles 
Publication: llomestead Publishing Company 
Des Moines, Iowa 
1916 
Page: Chapter XVI 
Quality: 4 
Date: 15 Mar 2004 
Text: II Judge JohnS. Townsend came to the bench of the econd Judicial 
District in 1858 or 1859, succeeding Judge Henry B. Hendershotl. He had 
been on the bench immediately previous to that since 1853 in a district 
differently composed. The constitution of 1857 made a change, and Monroe 
County became part of the Second Judicial District. Judge Hendershott was 
the regular Democratic candidate for re-election. Samuel W. Sununers was 
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the Republican candidate. Through some arrangement, Summers withdrew 
and Townsend was induced to become an Independent candidate and was 
elected after a heated and somewhat bitter contest. Judge Hendershott, by 
his uniform amiable bearing, and especially by his helpful kindness to 
young men, had greatly endeared himself to them, and the means through 
which he had been defeated as the regular candidate, had a strong tendency 
to prejudice them against his successor. But this wore away, and in time we 
became perfectly reconciled to Judge Townsend. He served the full term of 
four years, making his entire judicial service in both districts, ten years. 
While, as already indicated, he was without that outward kindness, and the 
felicity of speech and action that characterized Judge Hendershott, he made 
a good judge, for he had been a bard-working student, was a well-grounded 
lawyer, and his character was above reproach. A long acquaintance 
convinced me, that at heart he was a very kindly man, and such he had the 
cred it of being by those who knew him intimately. 1 lis old townsman, 
Josiah T. Young, once Secretary of State, writes that II he made no d isplay 
of hi s good actions, and that in giving to the poor and needy, his iberality 
was well marked. 11 Another distinguished townsman, and for many years his 
partnet, T. B. Perry, writes: "He was entirely free from hypocrisy and 
deception. Though unassuming and retiring in hi s nature, no man was more 
tender of heart for those in trouble or distress. II 
As a lawyer, his course was marked by great industry, and all his 
transactions were of the most systematic and metodical kind. Before he was 
elected Judge, he was the Prosecuting Attorney for Monroe county, to 
which he was elected in 1851, and its representative in the House of the 
FoUith General Assembly, to which he was elected in 1852, and rendered 
services that were markedly creditable. 
Upon his retirement from the bench, he formed a law partnership wit T. B. 
Perry, which continued for many years, and until he retired from the 
practice along in 1883, I think. The remainder of his life was quietly spent, 
intermingled with travel, in enjoying the fruits of his labor. 
Judge Townsend was a native of Morganfield, Kentucky , where he was 
born in 1824. When he was six years of age the family removed to Putnam 
County, Indiana, where John was reared and received his pri mary 
education, afterward entering and graduating from Asbury University. His 
father, JAMES TOWNSEND, had been a planter and slaveholder, 
manumitting his slaves on account of conscientious scruples before his 
removal to Indiana. John's brother, it is said, waas Clerk of the Courts in 
Putnam County, and that John, in assisting him, acquired his love for the 
legal profession. In 1850 he came to Iowa, stopping for a short time in 
Lucas County, and later in the year locating permanently at Albia. His 
subsequent rise in the profession has already been noted. His name became 
widely known. 
His first wife, Mary Brooks, died in 1852, leaving one son. Rufus B. 
Townsend , who became a lawyer and was one term District Attorney. He 
died in the year 1900 in Arkansas. For his second wife, Judge Townsend 
married Annie Catherine Elbert, a daughter of Dr. John D. Elbert, an early 
settler and well-known man of Van Buren County. Judge Townsend died at 
Ablia in 1892, leaving beside the son already mentioned, Judge James 
Elbert Townsend, ofEI Paso, Texas, Dr. Wilber Townsend, of Los Angeles, 
California, and Fred Townsend, a lawyer and public man of note in Monroe 
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• lD: 190067 
• Name: John Selby Townsend 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 21 AUG 1824 in Morganfield, Henderson, Kentucky 
• Death: 23 APR 1892 in Albia, Monroe, Iowa 
• Note: 

Burial: Apr 1892 Oakview Cemetery, Albia, Monroe 
County, Iowa Section Tl 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 
about JohnS Townsend 
Name: John S Townsend 
Birth Year: abt 1826 
Birth Place: Kentucky 
Gender: Male 
Maritarstatus: Married 
Census Date: 1856 
Residence State: Iowa 
Residence County: Monroe 
Locality: Troy 
Roll: IA 62 
Line: 9 
Family Number: 4 
Neighbors: View others on page 
Household Members: Name Age 
John S Townsend 30 
A E Townsend 25 
Rufus B Townsend 6 
Mary C Townsend I 
Catherine Townsend 8 

Census: 9 Jun 1860 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
1860 United States Federal Census 
about John S Townsend 
Name: John S Townsend 

Meet Other 
Senior Singles 

Near You! 

Join Free! 

See Profiles Now 

SoniorJ 
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Age in 1860: 35 
Birth Year: abt 1825 
Birthplace: Kentucky 
Home in 1860: Troy, Monroe, Iowa 
Gender: Male 
Post Office: Albia 
Value of real estate: View image 
Household Members: Name Age 
JohnS Townsend 35 
AnnE Townsend 30 
Rufus B Townsend I 0 
Mary Townsend 5 
James E Townsend 2 
Catherine Wood 13 

Census: 12 Aug 1870 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
1870 United States Federal Census 
about John S Townsend 
Name: John S Townsend 
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1825 
Age in 1870: 45 
Birthplace: Kentucky 
Home in 1870: Albia, Monroe, Iowa 
Race: White 
Gender: Male 
Value of real estate: View image 
Post Office: Albia 
Household Members: Name Age 
John S Townsend 45 
Annie E Townsend 40 
Rufus B Townsend 20 
Mollie Townsend 14 
James E Townsend 12 
Fred Townsend 7 
Sets Townsend 3 
Catharin Townsend 23 

Census: 2 Jul 1880 Albia, Monroe County, Iowa 
1880 United States Federal Census 
about John S. Townsend 
Name: John S. Townsend 
Home in 1880: Albia, Monroe, Iowa 
Age: 55 
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1825 
Birthplace: Kentucky 
Relation to Head ofHousehold: Self (Head) 
Spouse's Name: Anna Elbert 
Father's birthplace: Maryland 
Mother's birthplace: Maryland 
Neighbors: View others on page 
Occupation: Attorney 
Marital Status: Married 
Race: White 
Gender: Male 
Household Members: Name Age 
John S. Townsend 55 
Anna Elbert Townsend 50 
Mary Townsend 24 
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I. Mary C. (Mollie) Townsend b: 1856 in Iowa 
2. ~ James Elbert Townsend b: 1858 in Iowa 
3. William Townsend b: 18 DEC 1860 in Albia, Monroe County, 

Iowa 
4. John Townsend b: 18 DEC 1860 in Albia, Monroe County, 

Iowa 
5. ~ Fred Townsend b: I JUL 1862 in Albia, Monroe, Iowa 
6. Selby Townsend b: 18 APR I867 in Albia, Monroe County, 

Iowa 
7. ~Wilber Townsend b: 19 MAR 1871 in Albia, Monroe County, 

Iowa 
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