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DES MOINES COUNTY. 561

[artha Barnes, Aug. 9, 187G. She was the
of George C. Barnes, and is a daughter of
Lovett, Esq. Her birthplace was in Holmes
iy Ohio, and she had two children by her
" marriage ; one died in childhood, the surviv-
1is Dr. C. E. Barnes, of Burlington.

Rev. Mr. Cowles is now in his seventieth
orty-six of which have been spent in active
erial work. He is still erect of carriage. with
-faculties well preserved. and could, if further
» should be required of him again, actively

He is a gentleman of dignified and pleasing
8, possessing a mind of superior culture and
and has, by his ability, energy, and the con-
ous discharge of the arduous duties devolving
1im, won the highest respect and confidence
with whom he has been called to labor.

ECT™E HOERR, of Burlington, Towa, has
fe uny years been a resident of this city,
and among its oldest business men. He was

n Frankish Crumbach, Hesse-Darmstadt, Ger-
Sept. 17, 1816, and while a lad learned the

of a baker from his father, who always fol.

that occupation. When sixteen years of age

. home, working as a journeyman. In 1837

t his native land to scek his fortune in the

ountry, and after ninety long and dreary

n a sailing-vessel he reached America, locat-
Baltimore, Md., where he soon found work

trade. He remained in that city until 1840,

ien went to St. Louis, where he worked as a

'yman, but later embarked in business for

If.

St. Louis, in 1845, Mr. Hoerr wedded Cath-
Birck, who was born in Hesse-Darmstadt,

wny, April 21, 1821, In 1854 he went to

rnia with his brother Philip, but soon re-

1. and in 1855 they removed to Burlington,
has since been their home. Soon after tak-

p his residence in this city, Mr. Hoerr em-

1 in business on Jefferson street, and in 1858,

npany with his brother Philip. purchased the

where the business is now carried on. Three
la/ e sold his interest to his brother, and

cngaged in a separate store in the Palmer property,
remaining there foreight ycars. and then purchased
the building in which he is now located.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoerr are the parents of six chil-
dren. four sons and two daughters, the first three

‘baving been born in St. Louis. They are: George,

William and Caroline; the last three—Fred, Rika
and Charles—were born in Burlington. Mr. and Mrs.
H. came to this country in limited circumstances,

but they have, by hard work and fair dealing, ac-

cumulated a comfortable property. They were both
reared in the Lutheran faith, though they are not
members of any church. Politically, Mr. Hoerr is
a Democrat, having supported that party since he
has been an American citizen.

7/_\ ON. WOLCOTT SEYMOUR, deceased, the
\ first son of Jeremiah Seymour and Emily
(4 Demming, his wife, was born Aug. 17,1813,
in Hartford County, Conn. His ancestors
were from England, being among the first settlers
in Connecticut. About 1675 three brothers came
to this country, and from these all the Seymours
have descended, among whom we may meuntion the
Hon. Horatio Seymour, at one time Governor of
New York. and Hon. Thomas H. Seymour; the lat-
ter was educated at West Point, held the office of
Colonel in the Mexican War, was elected Governor
of Connecticut, also Congressman from the Hartford
District, and was appointed Minister to Russia.
In 1838 Mr. Seymour left the scenes of his youth,
gave up the comforts of a pleasant home, and mi-
grated to Jowa, landing in Burlington July 5, the
day after it became a Territory. After exploring
six months he concluded to make Danville his fu-
ture home. Beginning life in moderate circum-
stances. Mr. Seymour entered 320 acres of wild
land, which he immediately hegan improving, but
when the land came into market in 1839, it could
hardly be called a home. In the course of time, it,
with many other farms, became an oasis in the wil-
derness, and at the present writing is a fine farm
with improvements second to none in the country,
Mr. Seymour held the office of Justice of the Peace
for twenty-nine years, aid for eight years the office
of Secretary of the School Board. Originally a

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Libr
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DES MOINES COUNTY.
[ munity in which he resided.  We desive to do jus-
tice to the memory of thiz gentleman, who was twice
elected to the General Assembly of Town. andto so
many positions of trust in his townshipand county,
His death occurred upon the Seymour homestead at
Danville Center in his seventy-first year. Ile was
the first Clerk of Danville Township, and from his

Whig. he afterward joined the ranks ot the Repub-

liean party. and was asupporter of the principles
5 and doctrines which the party recoguized in their
In 1852 Mr. Seymour was elected to

platform.
the Legislature as a Representative from Des Moines
County ; heing elected by the Whigs. he was ameun-

-

her of a small minority. the Democracy holding the
halance of power.  In 1877 our subject was chosen
1o represent the Republican party as ler choice. and
Hon. Wolcott Scymour became, for thesccond time,
a member of the House of Representatives, and his
former experience, added to his well-known  decis-
jon. made him a valued member of the Seventeenth
General Assembly of the State.

Mr. Seymour was united in marringe, Feb. 3, 1842,
with Miss Aumeclia arkins, of Wheeling, W. Va.,
that being her native State. Two sons graced
the union: Henry C., husband of Isabella Cling-
man. who is a resident of Daunville Township, and
Johm IL. who resides upon and is part owner of the
The death of Mrs. Ameclia Sey-

in 1865, and the second marriage

old howmestead.
mour vecurred
of Woleott Seymour was celebrated Jan. 2, 1873,
Mrs. Mary (Hull) Robinson becowing his wife.
She was born in England, and in Burlington wed.
ded her first husband, Henry Robinson, who was
a soldier in the late war, and died from disease con-
tracted while in the service.
pleted  their family, Flora S.. now the wife of
Chirles Messenger, train dispatcher for the Chicago,
Burlington & Quiney Railroad. of Burlington.

Mr. Seymour was elected President of the Bur-
lington Insurance Company, and served seventeen
years, or until his death, Oct. 19, 1854 With
large business interests at hand, aside from

One daughter com-

other
the duties pertaining to that oflice, he found time
to attend to all in the mostsatistactory manner, and
under his direction the Burlington Insurance Com-
pany grew and prospered until it stands second to-
day to none in the State of Iowa. As a citizen,
Mr. Seymour was one of the most enterprising; as a
man of Dbusiness, one of the most sagacious; as ¢
of

The various

father, none was kinder, and lie was a husband
whom any woman might feel proud.
public  trusts hield by him Letoken his honesty of
character, and when the death of Woleott Seymour

was ﬂll]]()\]ﬂ('.&?(l, a (1(}(’}) SOTTOW came upon the com-

first to his last otlicial act. integrity and honesty of
manifest.

purpose were

- P N
IS T S P

Mediapolis. Towa. Throughout his entire
life, with the exception of three years in
Kansas, Mr. Bridges’ home has been in Des
nes County. Ile was born Feb. 14, 1843, in
Yellow Spring Township. and has witnessed the

U gransformation which has changed the raw, unculti-
| vated land into beautiful homes and farms; villages
. have sprung up, graded schools and colleges have
| taken the place cf the old log school-house, and
| now Des Moines County ranks among the first in
" the State.

Mr. Bridges’ parvents were David and Clarissa
(Haight) Bridges, the father a native of Ohio and
the mother of New York. David emigrated in
1841 to this county, settling in Yellow Spring
Township, where he purchased a claim of forty
acres, residing there until his death, which occurred
April 15, 1870, in his fifty-seventh year. He was
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a
Class-Leader for many years,and a devoted worker

for the cause.

On his mother's side Mr. Bridges traces his an-
cestry back to the early part of the seventeenth
[Iis mother was Clarissa Bridges, whose
Simon and Susanng

century.
maiden name was Haight.
Haight came from Northumberland County, En-
gland, in 1620, settling near the site of DBoston:
ssachusetts Colony

The family remained in the Ma
ey emigmted

for probably about a century, when
to the Province of New York., An old record, now
in possession of the family, written by Aaron Haight

y dowhy

[ in 1748, traces their genealogy from Simo?

.

i
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