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HENRY COUNTY,

CONTAINING

A Bistory of the Gounty, its Gities, Souwms, &.,

A. Biographical Directory of Citizens, War Record of its Vol- -
unteers in the late Rebellion, General and Local Statistics,
- Portraits of Early Settlers and Prominent Men, His-
tory of the Northwest, History of Iowa, Map
of Henry County, Constitution of the
' United States, Miscellaneous
Matters, &ec.

ILL’UsTBATED.

CHICAGO:
WESTERN HISTORICAL COMPANY,
1879.
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544 ' HISTORY OF HENRY COUNTY.

(Clarkson) as he might never again see his family. In his excitement, he had
forgotten that the child was a girl.

A short time previous to this date and the event already mentioned, a like
attempt at escape was made by slaves, but the ending of the effort was closely

akin to the one narrated.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Robert Russell, the stage-driver, whose route lies hetween Salem and
Mount Pleasant, and who resides at the former-named place, has achieved a
distinction which may here be recorded. He has driven over the route every
day for the past sixteen years, and those trips have amounted to twice the dis-
tance around the world. - :

Henderson and William Lewelling, of this place, started the first nursery,
and their sprouts have been distributed to such an extent as to furnish the
entire county with trees. Theirs was the sole supply-nursery for many years.

NEW LONDON.

Abraham C. Dover came to Henry County, from Illinois; in the fall of 1833,
and established a claim on the present site of New London... The next vear, he
was followed by his brother, Solomon H. Dover. Others came, and soon the
first Dover conceived the idea of laying out a town. o

In the year 1837, the original town site was laid off by Benjamin Matthews,
the first Surveyor in this section, and who was employed by the owner of the
land for that purpose. The prospective town was called after its founder—
Dover. Some time after the plat was surv.yed, on which then stood four or
five cabins. Jonathan J. King bought eight acres of land of Dover, including
the town site, the name of which was then changed to New London, and made
an addition to it.

In 1837, Abraham C. Dover was appointed Justice of the Peace, his securities
being Jesse S. Burge and James Gray. They also furnished him the first case,

While coming home from Burlington, on the day of Dover’s installment, his
sureties fell into a dispute and finally wound up by fighting. They were
arrested and brought before him whom they had ‘in penal sum, etc.,”” sworn to
back, and were fined $1 each.

John H. Kincaid was the first Postmaster at New London, having heen
appointed by James K. Polk in 1838.

Thomas Hedge kept the first store there in 1838. He soon contracted with
two partners, and the firm became Dixon, Hedge & Sears.

In those days, the umbrella was in its infancy, so far as the supply was
concerned in this part of the country, and as soon as the Indians laid eyes upon
them, all who could afford it, had one. The common price for a rain-shedder
was $20. It is averred that at one time Hedge held notes on the Indians to
the amount of $20,000; “but which sum was subsequently reduced by the Indian
Commissioner to $18,000.

This store was a regular visiting-place for the Sac and Fox tribe, and
Keokuk and Black Hawk were frequent callers, until the establishment of the
trading-post at Agency City.

Hedge was fond of telling a story. illustrative of some of the peculiarities
that possessed the people of that day.

An old lady from the head of Flint, one day rode to town on horse-back,
removed the saddle from her beast and entered the store. Taking a huge pipe
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1850 United States Federal Census
Name:  Robert Russel

Ager 32
abt 1818

Indiana
Male

Salem, Henry, Iowa

Homwein
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Name

Robert Russel a2
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1870 United States Federal Census

Name:  Robert Russell
Birth Year: abt1819

Agein1870: 51

Birthplace: Indiana

Salem, Henry, Iowa
lace:  White
Cender: Male

Value of real

sabatoe
estate:

Household Name

Members:  gobert Russell
Lucy Russell
Katie Russell

Calista Russell
Josephine Russell 9

Charles Russell 5

nt. Henry, Towa: Roll M
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1880 United States Federal Census

name:  Robert Russell
Home in 1880:  Salem, Henry, Iowa
61
Estimated Birth  abt 1819

Birthplace: Indiana
Relation to Head  Self (Head)

of Houschold:

Lucy Russell

Indiana

Tennessee

Hackman
Married
White
Male

Name
Robert Russell 61
Lucy Russell 46
Calista Russell 23
Josephine Russell 19
Charles Russell 14
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925

Robert Russell
abt 1819

Indiana

Male

Widowed

1885

Residence State: Towa

Residence County:  Henry
Locality:  Salem
Roll: TA1885_ 200

7
31
Houschold Name Age
Members: - pobert Russell 66
Mary J Russell 24
Charles L Russell 29
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ancestry Hi, jwhl Sign Out Messages (14) My Account Help To-Dos Quick Links
Home  Family Trees Search Coliaborate Learning Center DNA  Publish ~ Shop  Hire an Expert Add to Quick Links
Them View Family Tree  Owner:  Aly199 Home Person | find & person in this tree :
Save this person to your tree
Robert Russell

Birth 1819 in In Comment on this

Death 15 Jul 1893 in Henry, Ia

Show immediate family Mare options

Overview  Facts and Sources  Media Gallery Comments  Member Connect

Media Gallery Family Members
No photos, stories, audio or video have been added yet. Parents
Timeline ( View details ) No Father
1810 Birth " No Mother
In
- Marriage to Lucy R. Maris =l s s
7 Aug Salem, Henry, Ia Spouse & Children
Age: 34 " Lucy R. Maris
1834 - 1881
Death . .
1893 Sarah Catherine Russell
i5gul  Henv.Ia ‘ 1854 — 1900
Age: 4 ) - ) ) ~ 7 calista Eunice Russell
| 1856 -
Comments | Josephine Mary Russell

No comments have been added yet. ‘ 1861 -

Add a comment fgsasrls Landon Russell

Family group sheet

Source Information

No source citations have been added yet.

Web Links

There are no weblinks available for this person.

Search the web for Robert Russell
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