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He was originally a Democrat but became a Republican during the war
period. He was a delegate to the National Republican Convention at Chi-
cago which, in 1868, nominated General Grant for President and was
chosen one of the secretaries. Later he removed to Kansas where he be.
came prominent in public affairs and was elected Lieutenant-Governor of
the State. :

ROBERT 8. FINKBINE, the builder of the permanent State House of
Towa in his fourteen years’ superintendence of that structure, erected a
monument to his own memory that will endure for many generations,
From the day that he was appointed Superintendent of the construction
of the Capitol not a dollar of the appropriations made from time to time,
was misapplied. He was thoroughly competent from long experience in
building and no contractor was ever able to deceive him in the quality of
the material furnished. His eagle eye was on every part of the work and
from start to finish the State never lost a dollar of the $2,876,300 expended
under his supervision. Mr. Finkbine was born in Ohio on the 9th of July,
1828, removed to Iowa in 1850 and for many years was a resident of Towa
City, where he engaged in contracting and building. On the 22d of Feb-
ruary, 1856, when a State Convention of the opponents of slavery assembled
at Jowa City and proceeded to organize the Republican party in Iowa R.
8. Finkbine was one of the delegates from Johnson County. He was one
of the men who in the evening at the ratification meeting called out Samuel
J. Kirkwood for a speech which was the first introduction of the afterwards
famous “ War Governor ” to the public. In 1883 Mr. Finkbine was elected
to the House of the Tenth General Assembly and two years later he was
reélected to the Eleventh General Assembly, He was not a speechmaker
but was esteemed as a member of excellent judgment. Soon after his
appointment as superintendent of the erection of the State House, Mr.
Finkbine became a resident of Des Moines, where he died on the 8th of
July, 1901,

% MATURIN L. FISHER was born in Danville, Vermont, on the 10th
of June, 1807. He was a graduate of Brown University and studied law,
but never practiced. He was the Democratic candidate for Congress in the
Worcester District of Massachusetts in 1836. Tn 1849 he removed to Iowa,
settling on a farm in Clayton County, making that his permanent home.
In 1852 he was elected to the State Senate from a distriect embracinz
fifteen counties of northeastern Iowa. Two years later he was elected
President of the Senate of the Fifth General Assembly and presided over
the joint convention which first elected James Harlan to the United States
Senate. At the extra session of 1856 Mr. Fisher was chosen President of
the Senate by a unanimous vote. In April, 1857, he was elected Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction on the Democratic ticket, although the Re-
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publicans had carried the State at the preceding August election by more |
than 7,000 majority. Mr. Fisher was elected one of thetrustees of the Mount '
Pleasant Insane Asylum in 1860 and served as president of the board
until 1872. In 1861 he was appointed to act with the State Treasurer to |
negotiate the sale of State bonds for the War and Defense Fund. In {
1863 Mr. Fisher was nominated for Governor by the Democratic State I
Convention but declined. He was one of the commissioners who super- {
intended the erection of the Hospital for the Insane at Independence |
and the State House at Des Moines and was universally esteemed as one i :
of the most useful public men of Iowa. He died on the 5th of February, d {
1879. |

;

|

|

|

WILLIAM H. FLEMING. was born in the City of New York on the

* . -

14th of April, 1833. His education was acquired in the schools of that city F

£ 1 the printing offices where he was employed. He came to Iowa in | ,
stopping in Davenport where he worked at his trade. A few years 41 1. é
later he went to Le Claire where for three years he published a paper. i | s
1 . L A8
|

He was later city editor of the Davenport Glazette, and soon after the |
beginning of the Civil War he became a clerk in the office of Adjutant- I ki
General Baker. In 1867 he was appointed by General Ed. Wright, deputy - Il
Secretary of State, remaining in that position until appointed private Il

secretary to Governor Merrill. He has served as private secretary also to I
Governors Carpenter, Kirkwood, Newbold, Gear, Drake and Shaw. No .
man in Iowa has a more thorough knowledge of the State affairs and 1

public men of the times than Major Fleming. He has been employed in ] ! A8 ‘;‘
superintending the State census upon several occasions. In 1883 he pur- N .
chased an interest in the Towa Weekly Capital and soon after established | '.;:'-‘ |
the daily edition. During his residence in Iowa he has done a large amount I r e
of newspaper work on varicus papers, and has long been regarded as high ;; :

|
|
|
authority on all matters relating to Iowa history. In 1903 he received an A f
appointment in the Treasury Department at Washington. He is a Re- '-I R 152
publican in polities and has been a life-long worker in the temperance | '
cause, He was one of Lhe founders of the Unitarian church in Des Moines. i
I
|

JAMES P. FLICK was born at Bakerstown, Allegheny County, Penn-
sylvania, August 28, 1845. When he was seven years of age his parents
removed to Iowa, making their home in Wapello County. In 1857 they |
became residents of Taylor County which has since been Mr. Flick’s home. i :
He enlisted in the Fourth Jowa Infantry in April, 1862, and served in the i
Civil War as a private soldier, Studying law after his return he was Tie
admitted to the bar. He was elected on the Republican ticket to the - AL
House of the Seventeenth General Assembly and was District Attorney for i l; b
six years. In 1888 he was elected to Congress in the Eighth District and |
reflected in 1880, serving four years.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the. ate Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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