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• ID: 117277 
• Name: Richard SONSON 
• Sex: M 
• Change Date: 20 MAY 2004 
• Birth: 23 OCT 1814 in Swaledale, Yorkshire, England 
• Death: 02 FEB 1883 in Burnage Villa, Dubuque, Iowa 
• Reference Number: 733 
• Note: Richard Bonson traveled to Dubuque with his parents in 1834. His died of cholera during the journey. 
In 1836 Richard's father and others erected a blast furnace at Rockdale where he engaged in smelting and 
farming.Richard represented Dubuque County in the legislature in 1854 and 1856,and served as a member of 
the Board of Supervisors. He served as a bankexaminer under Iowa's war governor, Samuel J. Kirkwood. He 
became both wealthy and prominent and is referred to in some records as Hon. RichardBonson. Richard is 
buried in the Ashbury Methodist Church yard. 
• Birth: 23 OCT 1814 

Father: Robert BONSON b; 28 JUL 178 1 in Swaledale, Yorkshire, England 
Mother: f'vlary Clarkson SPENSLEY b: 1782 in York shire, England 

Marriage 1 Jane BURTON b: 1812 in Derbyshire, England 

• Married: 10 MAY 1838 

Children 

1. Priscilla BONSQN b: 13 MAY 1841 
2. ~ Mat'Lf!len BONSON b: 29 NOV 1844 in Dubuque, Iowa 

Marriage 2 Harriet WATTS 
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