-t

Standard Form For Members of the Legislat?re
b_j . D~¢&"

Senator

Name of

1. Birthday and place /% <A /95"

2. Marriage (s) date place

O(Q&zé{ﬁs&gmj e iiﬁffw"’ wfé éf’é Yl f

re
3. Significant events for example:

4. Church membership

5. Sessions served ‘%gf%égwﬁﬁgﬁ

6. Public Offices
A. Local

B. State

C. National

7.

é

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



/)

e ﬁﬂmﬁ/ ,Jﬁ’}*’??"f méffﬁf;’g}{ﬁ’gﬁ’

&

10.Education ‘)\4 g ﬁf‘/@f:; £t A,

) f&mfﬂ@f g £FLD

11. Degrees/@z Jej}x ﬁp@wwa@; ?g o «zw“gw&f jfﬁ @&@%
g m«f ﬁ%&* e ﬁég] f{@m@gﬁf;ﬂﬁ

12. Other appllcable information

- A@@@/f&%ﬁw&@im A wam/m Lirng Briknto g it 2
/. /,&m 740

Z’f«?: L5 ftwl’f % J %M ML&@/?W LY ‘»pw har 24

Mw@ﬂ @%y o ﬁ(i Hliecd sk g

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers ahd staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




-~

N

P —

SN’

SnaHen émy , 0 AP

Sources Log For Legislation Bntries

Applicability
Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained
i zf e ,
ﬁ{wﬁﬁbﬂ? o w.//%/ a“‘fgl, “‘5{/ i w*f e m—?- fzﬁ“‘ff [ Aff"‘ m%ﬂ.} Q_Jé' B
J’? & /

b 5’“(4’/ f“fﬁ"/ é/ et 7.

°

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Official County Nevapape

NUMBER TWENTY SI%

Prlzes Offered for
Best Floats ind-H
Celebratlon Parade

" Cash prizes will be offered for the
best floats cntered in the parade

the: fiftieth anniversary = Keokuk
county 4-H celebmtwn here on July
14, ;

_ There will be two divisions in the
float contest, 4-H club floats and non-
4-H ‘club floats, with the prizes in
each division being $7 for first; 83

| for second ‘and $3.for third place.

Among " the. Sigourney firms and

y ‘orx‘a_niuti}ons which already have in-

formed the county  extension office
that they plan tc enter floats are
the Iowa Southern Utilities, Saint
Mary's. Catholic -church, Future
Homemakers of America, Future
Farmers of America, the V. F. W,
Auxiliary and the S\gournev Saddle
club.

yer floats entered in lddmon to
te ‘by. the Keokuk county 4-H
¢lubs will be by the Keokuk county
Farm Bureau, Washington county
Farm Bureau and 4-H clubs, Jef-
ferson county 4-H clubs and the
Oskaloosa  Chamber of  Commerce.
Other county or neighboring coun-
ty organizations interested in enter-
ing floats in the parade may contact
the extension office or one of the co-
chairmen of the parade commnittee,
Mrs. Harold Palmer of Keota .-nd
Dale Herrick of \(ebqte‘

To help finance the fifticth an-
niversary celebration the boys' and
girls’ 4-H clubs of the county have
sold more. than 300 tractor

4-H clubs have received a $100 con-

First Trust and Union Savings bapk.

Farmcrs May Inspect Oat

Variety Demonstration Plot

A twilight meeting will be held |
Tyt doyy July 2 starting at 6:30 at
ths mat varicty - demonstration ploti
ol o Ben  Lea farm, located one-

fourth mile east and one-fourth mile !} -
north of Webster, according to Don:
director.. -

Shirk, county extension
There are 16 vavieties in the plot

and tho relative resistance to dis-
will be dmvuwsml lnc‘udod In

. AT EISES o

Aian g

which will be one of the features of

Local Young

: 3 safety ! -
flags. In addition to this fund., the

tribution from the Sigourney Cham-;
ber of Commerce and:$25 from the!

"hp S (n\

Dick Snakenbers

Attorney, Dies

J. Dick Snakenbery, 39, popular
young Sigoutriney attorney, dled at
his hone here last Friday cierning
at 20 o'elock. Mo had been in faile
ey health several weeks hefoce go-
ing to the Veterans' Lospita; in Jowa
City early this y2ir, where he une
derwent major surgery on February
18 ad extensive wresinenis or re-
lief of what was helice.d vo be a
non-ma'ignant tumcr op the braim.
Late. cancér of .be lury wae found
and although he had bLezn st home
since the day before Easter Sunday,
he had returned May 26 to the hos-
pital. for a check-up and his con-
dition declined rapidiy. :

Dick, as everyone knew him, was
born in - Sigourney on February 14,
1915 and was the only son of Harry
L. and Sadie Barber Suskenberg. He
was graduated from the Sigourney

high school in the class of 1933, at-

tended the college of liheral srts at
tha State University of fowa in lowa
City for three yesrs and received his
law degree {rom Dmke umve\ﬂw in
ves Moines.

Courtesy - Ottumwa Courier.

entered in the

He

oane, SRR IVR,TETTIRIR) 1E, ¢ RPSIAIRES Gelieation Gorneled b Wplunteers aRehstaff at the State Historic

parinership

lnt\’ 1, wxn ;md thelr {'nm was
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a- box of (ommouc and 25 from thed
or | First Trust and Union Savings hun".
m,
rv| Farmers May Inspeet Oat
b | yVariety Demonstration Plot
?lni} A twilight meeting will bhe held
1 Cidayl July 2 starting at 6:30 atd
B oat o variety. demonstration pioh
on o the Ben Teo farm; located . omu;f
jxom ‘th mile cast and one-fourth mile |
: inorth of \\’vbstm, according to .Dunvt
¢! Shirk, county extension = director.)
There are 16 varieties in the plot | R
and the relative  resistance to dm-i He o entered | partnership  in the
ease, (,m'fnc“ of straw . and vmld{puwtme of law here with his father

will be discussed. Included in the|on July 1. 1040 and their firm was
varieties 'is the new. Clintland oats&knm\ﬂ as ‘mﬂ‘\i‘!ﬂlelz aml %l\aken-
iand the old 105 or Richland oats.|berg. Dick was elected as state rep-
Considernhle interest. has heen g}mw" | res mmvo of. heokuk wunw in 1«)4.“’

2

-
.
sf

AN

G

Coy ¥ Ottunwa Cow

(?mu ral Assembly.

d convenience. Lo Ay | the service of the demal Bureau of
. L Tnvestigation and  was, located in

° Pearl Showman “'of Ma'rungbm-‘ Miami, Florida  and New Orleans,
‘. | spent  several days in the home of Louisinna, before resigning to enlist:
(qu. Harold Cheney and family. in the United: States Nnv ¥y in which
- — , he ﬂnved in’: the ndmmmtmuon

—
“ branch  as . a ' yveoman second  class

from March 28, 1944 until April,

2 1946,

- : L On June 3, 1837, he was married to
o : Deloves Huber. of Blakesburg  and

- (the last six months of 1954. most of their married life hag been

n| (25.) My forecast as to the various | gpent in Sigourney. They became the
- | classes of real estate is as follows: parents of a daughter, Penclope
- ). Large commercial farms will { Digne and a son, John Dick. i
v oerience a further sag in their land
e valueq during the last half-year as e
farmers” gross income dips lower.

Dick was u membet of the Preshy-
vian church; Sigourney Chamber of
‘(ummvlm" of Webb lodge, number

(b) Small farms on the fringe of | CIN2, AL FL und A M. of the Towa,
big city suburbs should hold or rise ! °lxth District and Keokuk = County.
in price as people get further away | Bar associations; the Leo R. Far-
from city centers. This move (,ould;me post, American  Legion. and of
become an avalanche in the event of i the Sigourney Golf club. He also “a!g'
really serious war scares. i affiliated with Pi Kappa Alpha, nut-

(¢) I look for vacant land in thoponu‘l fraternity.
suburbg to hold its value well. Inl He way devated to his fan-“]y and
the big cities it may be another story | hig jolly « digposition and  infectious
unless the land is suitable for park-|laurh. made friends of all with \vhmn
ing purposes. : the came in contact.

(d) Business properties in the big i ‘Surviving are his wife; his daugh«
citics may  ease somewhat in price |tor, Penne, aged 13; his son Dickie,
dl!l”lg the last Slx months  of thl§ {agod gix: his ];aren(‘“ and t“o bl'!'-
year. Suburban  business  properties 'tors. Mrs. Laurence E. Rhea of Sug-‘
ean be expected to hold up. Demand | Pourney: and” Mrs. William R, Brb&n’
1for more shopping ceuters  will bv»of Redonda Beach, California. ST
noticeable during the months to come. 4 The

i

Te AW e

- —— Y

funeral service was held  at
(e) Home property (especially the I{he Presbyterian church = Sunday
older hbuses, particularly }“ the | 4fterncon, the church being filled to:
citiesi  will  continuer saging i) capacity  and the overfiow listening
price. In the ‘suburby, the bigger to the last rites over a loud ﬁpdake
houses, even of recent vintage, will system in the basement and church’
be havder to sell. Most salable home | varq,
pr erties will be the newer houses in
t “atddle and lower-price brackets
with emphasis on the “ranch-houses” Sorviceand “imembersiiat ihe decal
so-called. | American Logion post and V. F. W,
- (£). [n the last half-year, construcs | yecorded full military honors at West
tion will ‘still be a 1’0“”0"“11 3\53‘1’0” cemetery, where  burial ©was  made,

to OugL (f‘é% I:&“:ta] ug?rlt%n I“é” lsth{é L gélgﬂators Collectmn complled by vorunteers and staff at the State HIS
eason ' ‘

8. long: T, "ballati lrs. o Heisdorffer in
ihold \\'«H %um.\hvn(\d hv continied | TRt A Re . vt e

'~v

His former puatm, the' Rev. Rnyf
A. Wilson of Toledo, c¢onducied the
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Sigourney has maintained a rather constant population of
2100 through the 1900’s. Most of the buildings around the
square were built in the early 1900’s. The Memorial Hall was
built in 1922-23. It seats 800 people upstairs and the dining
area downstairs will seat 250.

The two level band stand that stood in the northeast
corner of the square and used often for speeches and Saturday
night band concerts, was moved to the Legion Park in 1940.

The Post Office was built in 1963, one block west of the
square. The Public Library was built in 1914 and was done
with a $10,000 Carnegie Grant. A Senior Center was built in
1981. The 38 bed hospital opened in 1954 and cost
$670,000.

In 1911 the town started to put in a sewer system. It was
upgraded in 1968 and again in 1987. In 1912 the town was
divided into four wards. In 1915 the city purchased the area
northwest of the square for the hitch racks. (An old version of
a parking lot).

Anyone living in the 1900 in Sigourney or surrounding
arca will smile when you mention Jimmy Green’s Ice Cream
Store. A five cent cone was a treat to every kid. Jimmy sold ice
cream in Sigourney for 65 years and owned his own business
for 61 years. If you got your teeth filled at Dr. G. G.
Goldthwait, you were given a nickel for a cone at Jimmy’s.
That really didn’t help the pain of the slow drill.

By Glen Bakehouse

THE SIGOURNEY
NEWS-REVIEW

The Sigourney News-Review is a direct descendent of
“Life in the West,” a weekly newspaper established in
Sigourney in 1856 and of the “lowa Democrat,” a newspaper
established in Sigourney in 1858. Both of these papers
suspended publication, but from this beginning were
established the “Sigourney News” in 1860 and the “Sigourney
Review” in 1872. These two newspapers survived as
competing business firms until their consolidation into a
weekly paper on November 1, 1960. Don J. Adams was pub-
lisher at this time. This newspaper is one of Keokuk County’s
oldest business firms. (From “Our Place in History”
1844-1969).

Don Adams was employed in December 1933, by Cotton
Etter, who was then publisher of the Sigourney Review, a few
months after his graduation from high school. Adams became
managing editor of the Review in 1939. In January 1953,
Adams purchased an interest in the Review and became a
partner with Etter. By 1959, Adams purchased Etter’s remain-
ing interest in the Review, and became sole owner. (The Etter
family had purchased the Review in April 1900 and the fam-
ily published this paper for the next 59 years).

On November 1, 1960, Adams purchased the Keokuk
County News, a competing weekly paper and consolidated
the News and the Review into a single newspaper, known as
today, Sigourney News-Review.

It must be noted that the News-Review preceded by the
Keokuk County News was founded in 1860 by A. S. Bailey.

It had several changes of ownership when W. H. Needham
Sr., formerly of Oskaloosa purchased the paper and was pub-
lished by the Needham family for 66 continous years.

In December 1944, The News was sold to C. E. Purdue
and his son Harold E. Purdue of New Sharon, lowa by W.H.
Needham Jr. Harold E. Purdue became sole owner of the
News in 1951 until his death November 23, 1953. His widow
Juanita published the News for one year before selling to
Leland M. Turnbull on November 1, 1954. He in turn pub-
lished the paper until 1960 when the News and the Review
were consolidated by Don Adams.

It was July 1, 1989 when ownership to Kenneth Chaney
was transferred from Mr. Adams. Chaney became the new
publisher and is still today.

Kenneth Chaney first became an employee of the News-
Review in April 1969, learning the trade from bottom up as
he had no training prior to this. He left the newspaper for a
short time in 1978 (about 5 months) and went to work for
Dinsmore Publishing Company as manager of the Eldon
Forum and by the Washington Daily Journal. After returning
to the News-Review paper, he became the advertising manag-
er and in charge of mechanical production.

Prior to beginning work for the News-Review, Chaney
attended the Centerville Community College and William
Penn College at Oskaloosa and in later years he gained knowl-
edge of offset printing and journalism at Indian Hills College
in Ottumwa. (From “The News-Review” Wed. June 28,
1989) Submitted by Mabel Daniels

SNAKENBERG LAW OFFICE
(1914—1978)

On June 1, 1953, I became a full-time legal secretary in
the office of Snakenberg & Snakenberg, a partnership com-
prised of Harry L. Snakenberg and his son J. Dick
Snakenberg. 1 had just graduated from Sigourney High
School, having done my “practice training” in that office
while completing the secretarial course.

Harry L. Snakenberg was a remarkable man in many
ways, somehow never forgetting how a “new beginner” feels .
. . he told me not to be afraid to ask questions, as that is a part
of the learning process. He became a mentor and soon more
like a father than a boss, my own father having passed away
the previous summer.

The office was located on the first floor of the residence
at 118 South Shuffleton (corner of Shuffleton & Marion
streets) one block east of the southeast corner of the
Sigourney square. It consisted of a general law practice spe-
cializing in probate (Wills, Estates, Guardianships &
Trusteeships) as well as real estate abstracting and title work.
At that time there were at least thirteen attorneys practicing
law in Sigourney. :

During the winter of 1953-54, J. Dick Snakenberg
became seriously ill with a malignant brain tumor and lung
cancer. He passed away June 25, 1954 at the age of 39 years.
He was a Drake Law graduate and entered the law partnership
with his father July 1, 1940. When he was 25 years of age he
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was elected as a Representative to the State Legislature and
was the youngest member of the 49th General Assembly.
Afrer serving one term, he resigned to go with the FBI. He
was in the U.S. Navy 1944-1946.

After the death of Harry’s son, the office then became
known as the Harry L. Snakenberg Law Office. Harry and his
wife Sadie (Barber) lived in the apartment on the second floor
of the office building. He sold his abstract business to Hazel
Hankins. In the fall of 1954, he rented office space to J. Leo
Martin who was the attorney for Keokuk County.

Sadie Snakenberg died January 25, 1958, from a heart
ailment, at the age of 68 years. She and Harry were the par-
ents of three children; Margery (died Dec. 8, 1977) Louise, J.
Dick, deceased, and Bette.

In July 1959 Harry married Bertha (Fritchen) Andrews of
rural Ollie. They made their home at her rural Ollie home.

Harry L. Snakenberg was a graduate from University of
Iowa College of Law in 1914 and was admitted to the State
Bar Association the same year. He started hislaw practice in
Sigourney in 1914 continuing until his death, September 27,
1978, at the age of 90 years.

During the more than 25 years I worked in this office, we
used manual typewriters, making up to six copies at a time by
using quality carbon paper. No electric typewriters, word
processors or copy machines were used. Clients rarely made
an appointment in the early years but were taken on a first
come-first serve basis but the last ten years, the majority of
clients made appointments. Submitted by Anna May Reber

DOWNEY

James M. Downey

James M. Downey (23 Jan 1868-28 Dec 1926) was born
in Abingdon, Towa. He married 29 November 1890 Nellie
Ramsey (8 Aug 1875-16 Feb 1943). They had two children;
Theodore (20 Sep 1900-23 Feb 1967) and Venus (1897-24
Mar 1938). They divorced and James then married Mabel
Mench from Clear Lake, Iowa. ‘

James had a livery stable in Sigourney at 213, 217 & 223
North Main Street. When he needed extra help, he would
keep his son, Ted out of school—therefore, Ted never gradu-
ated. There was a woman doctor in Sigourney by name of Dr.
Dulin and when she needed to go to the country to see a
patient, she would call and someone from the livery stable
would drive her. Nellie was very jealous and would often send
Ted, instead of her husband. Ted hated to hear the women
scream when they were having
babies so, if it was summer, he would let Dr. Dulin out and
then go back down the road far enough so he couldn’t hear
them.

When the horse and buggy days were over, Jim had three
houses built where the livery stable had been and he and his
family lived in the one at 213 North Main for a time.

In 1915 James started the Downey Motor Company. In
the early days various makes of cars were sold. Then in 1923
he signed a Chevrolet contract, only the second one in Iowa.
Later, Buicks and other General Motor cars were sold. At one
time there were ten employees, 3 full-time salesmen and the
others working in the large service department.

After Jim's death, Ted, who had been working with his
father, took over the business until he retired in 1945.

James, Venus, Ted and Nondress are all buried in the
Pleasant Grove Cemetery. Submitted by Joan Gehrig

EARLY AUTOMOBILES &
CHANGES

Downey Motor Company

My early interest in automobiles was stimulated by a
machine shop and blacksmith shop that the neighbors to the
west of our home then operated. There was a thrashing
machine and a saw mill that were powered by a large steam
engine. There also were gasoline engines to drive belts for the
lathe. The property and shop were owned and operated by
Peter Josbaker who was the father of daughters Grace
Sanderson, May Fry and Fern Lucas.
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Mr. Scott was a member of Marshall Lodge No. 108 A, F. & A. M,,
Signet Chapter No. 38 R. A. M., King Solomon Council No. 20, St. Alde-
mar Commandery No. 40, Central Chapter No. 60 O.E.S. He was a
member of the Consistory in Cedar Rapids and the Za-Ga-Zig Shrine
in Des Moines and Mason Shrine No. 38 White Shrine of Jerusalem.

He was a member of the Central Christian Church of Christ. He was
president of the Iowa Christian Missionary Society from 1931 to 1949.

Survivors besides his wife, include a brother, Winfield W. Scott and
a sister, Miss Iola G. Scott, both of Des Moines.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
sixth General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable
Ray P. Scott, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful, useful
public servant, and the House, by this resolution, would express its ap-
preciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to his wife and the
members of his family.

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. .

Howarp C. BUCK,
EARL T. HOOVER,

Gus T. KUESTER,
Committee.

J: DICK SNAKENBERG

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso-
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late
Honorable J. Dick Snakenberg, begs leave to submit the following me-
morial: '

J. Dick Snakenberg was born at Sigourney, Iowa, February 14, 1915.
He passed away June 25, 1954.

His parents are Harry L. and Sadie Barber Snakenberg.

He was educated in the Sigourney schools. He received his Liberal
Arts degree from the University of Iowa, and his law degree from Drake
University.

He was married to Deloris Huber and to this union two children were
born, Penelope Diane and John Dick Snakenberg, Jr.

He was elected Representative from Keokuk County in 1940 and served
in the Forty-ninth session of the General Assembly. He was a Demo-
crat in politics.

In July, 1940, he entered the practice of law with his father, Harry
Snakenberg, at Sigourney, Iowa, and was so engaged at the time of his
death.

Mr. Snakenberg is survived by his wife, Deloris, his father, Harry, his
mother, Sadie, and two children, Penelope Diane, and John Dick, Jr.




JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 1643

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
sixcth General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable
J. Dick Snakenberg, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful,
useful public servant, and the House, by this resolution, would express
its appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to his wife and
members of his family.

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

MaHLON N. BROWN,
JOHN GRAY,
ELMER VERMEER,
Committee.

SAMUEL R. TORGESON

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso-
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late
Honorable Samuel R. Torgeson, begs leave to submit the following me-
morial: :

Samuel R. Torgeson was born at Hanlontown, Iowa, on May 28, 1892,
and passed away in Minneapolis on September 25, 1954. He received
his early education in the rural schools and at Waldorf College. In 1917
he received the Bachelor of Arts degree from St. Olaf College.

Mr. Torgeson married Miss Emma Dahl of Worth County. A son,
Dean Nathan, was born May 2, 1926. '

After a two-year period of teaching, Mr. Torgeson began in 1919 a
leng career in banking, serving first as assistant cashier of a bank at
Hanlontown, and later as cashier of the Farmers Trust and Savings
Bank at Joice, JTowa. Since 1933, he served as cashier, later as executive
vice president and director of the Farmers and Merchants State Bank
in Lake Mills. He served as president of the State Bankers Association
of Towa in 1937 and 1938.

Mr. Torgeson was a member of the Iowa House of Representatives,
serving in the Forty-second, Forty-second Extra, Forty-third and Forty-
fourth sessions of the General Assembly. He was a member for eight
years of the Republican State Central Committee.

During the years, he has been an active church man, having served
as deacon and trustee in the various parishes to which he has belonged;
for thirty-five years he continuously taught Sunday School classes. Mr.
Torgeson was a director of the Board of Pensions of the Evangelical

—-. Lutheran Church.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
sixth General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable
Samuel R. Torgeson, the people of Worth County and of the entire State
of Iowa have sustained a great loss and the House expresses its ap-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the Sta






