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·In Senate 
. Ai Miller, former · Iowa 

State · Henator, died at . 3 :07 
. . ·a.m.· Sunday at St: Anthony's 

hospital in Carron, the victim 
of a · heart attack. He· beeame 
ill · _;·. with : . influenza Friday_ 
njght . arid became steadily 

. -_:-worse. Saturday. · 
. · · Hls t~&WiUon •.~am~ t"rit 5t"al 

· Saturday; nlcbt. ar'Jld 114' "uffrh!d 
Ule ht"art attaCk "hor11v after 

• rnldnlr;ht, ·wJl• ru.hf'd "to · the 
hc•8J)ltal · but died a !hcJrt tim" 

. llfkr arrl \'Ill · ht CA!irrvll. 

p.rn . p •f.!teJ·da.y, th,. Htov . . 
-. Orf offidatlnK .. Hurl;• I. \Val'\ in M'<!Jlle 

(;r·ove c:4ml't('l'y , ::1-I ,.F:.dd.-n 
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·• .... 
~lit .. MII.LEH, !!on o_f Frank · C. 

und ~\del~tlde :Mtl:lt•r, wa!-! t,.,rn 1m 
. .F•J1. . 4, Ill85·, ln .Cameron. t(Jwn~;hlp 
· and ~· P~Ttt lii" t:ntlr·e llf(' in Audu-. 

hon C>Ounty. ' · 
· ... · Ills marria~:~ to Stf'lht l'·an.-h­

. . t•r took a.&<!~·~ ·on Fc•b. 7. · 1907, 
·at ftc~"• and thf' t·ou.plP. farntPd 

• ' · ht ('umer(ln town,..hltl until n... 
Hrhl~t nnd rtlo\·ln.: to · ,\uduhon 

:. tl\·o Y•~" . a..:o . . H~ wa11 wP.II­
. ' hnm''l' as n lh·est:OCk a:rmv,.r. 

.. ' Mr. \ ~lllf'r · ,,:aR . toni( ltctlve In 
·. c(trnmunlty, t.nd JH.>lltical attain ... He 

•• • _·! __ •• W!l@ 'u. membc·r or the f•arm Bureau, 
th~ l)()nril ·{Jt supervhiors ri.r Peven 

_. y(~tlrf'l , an(! _(,f the A \1duhon rounty 
·. · h.mird· · or educaUfm· ;for a number 
. or ye'ar• .:: "'ervinsr a.~ chsilrman !or 

prirt ot . th11t tlme. · 
... .... * 

liE· WJ\8 · A_(TIVE In rep~blll'&n 
iUel! '1\nd wae flrKt elect· 

l!ltate .' "''enate' Jn a.ao. 
reltJr~~-~n.u~ns· ... (-1· ~nt! . . . aenatorlal 

,; ...... 
: . ·. .·. ~ . ' 
_, 

.Mrw •. K......,.. _Jiana, 
. lut ·_F:rklay , a 
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;so uri 
ved in 
.Afler 

servetl 

idTerson. lo\\a. Da1 id and a partner built the H & tv! H :.~tchery 

~rhich they operated for X years. Da1 id so ld his interest in the 
Hatchery in 1956 and moved to Audubon. 

David 1\Wked for General Mills as a feed salesman until they 
dosed the feed di1 ision nationwide 111 1962. 

In 1966. he \\as made the head of lo11 a di1 is ion of Seymour 
Foods in Topeka. Kansas Thi s included 7 egg plants and the 
largest creame ry 11est of the Miss issippi. He sen ed on the Board 
ofNonh Central State Institute for 3 yc<JJ'S. Seymour Foods closed 
rhe Iowa cli1 ision m 1975. 

David rc:tired <Jnd " orked p3rt-time as a Federal Crop ad-
1uster. Hi s'' i fe. :VIa1jorie. worked for Pctersen-E1 ~ms Insurance 
l,gencv for many years. They haw 2 sons, Jerry and Mark. They 
b~ong to Our Sm iour 's Lutheran Church and 11 ere acti 1 e in the 
~oy scout program for many years. Jerry ami \1ark both became 
Ea ~de Scouts. 
~Jeny ''as in the air force as a c<Jreer. He and his wife. Ursula, 

have 3 son,; .!err:- di ed in I n 4. His " ife and sons li1e in TexJs. 
Mark .,,·as 111 the l\ia1y and 11hen discharged joined the Na­

tional Guard. He is n011 a foreman for MidAmerican Energy. 
He and hi s "ife. Elranc. ha1 ·e 2 sons and li1·e in Lc Mars.lo\\'a. 

Senator Ai :\tiller 

Ai Miller\\ as bom in I 885 on a farm near Gray in northern 
Audubon County. He I i 1 ed there most of his I i fe. \\here he fam1ed 
and became a 1\Cll-knO\IIl li l'estock producer. But it was hi s 
active im oh ement in commu nity and political affa irs that 
'pawned a broad career in ~ tate polit ics. He 11 as a charter mem­
ber and director of the Audubon County Farm Bureau, director 
of the Audubon Count1· Soil Consenation Association. and a 
member of the County Board of Supen isors . He was a member 
of the County Board of Education and sen·ed as President of the 
School Bo:ml for 12 years. In addition. he held the office of 
secretary of Fanners \lurual Telephone Company for 2:\ ye:1rs 
and 11as pre~ident of that group for 6 yea rs. 

With tillS background. he ran for the State Senate as a Re­
publican in 194(1 and 11 as elected. He '' ent on to sene t11·o tem1s. 
fo r a total of~ years. During his first term. he sponsored a bill 
rhat encouraged rural electrification in ruraliO\\a . Thi s helped 
establish the rural electr ic co-ops that pro1 ided wiring and elec­
trical sen icc tu farmers . i\i also co-sponsOI'ed a bill that ap­
proved appropri :Hions for producing oil llcl!s in lo\\a. The bill 
Was passed bl' the Senate. but later 1 etoed b1 Go1cmor Georl.!e 
Wilson. Sen;;tor f\liller 11as a co-sponsor oi·a key bill in 19~ 7 
that pr01 ided for the reorganiza tion ol· ~chool di,;tricts and cre­
ated a state rcnru~mizat Jtlll commi~,;ion ami ad1 isun committee 
to oversee thi;, . ':'rhc bill bc l.\ tmc Ia" th ~t t war. . 

Ai represented rhe people of .\udubon. Dallas. and Guthrie 
counties throul!h the difficul t \C3J'\ o l' \\.\\ ' 11. and bJ'l1Ul!ht about 
benefic ial chaJ~l!c, ro the rura-l commu nities th at he ~c;, ed. Hi s 
wife Stella '"'~~a bo acri1·c in De' \luinc~. scr\ inl! on commu­
niti esand 11omcn ·, ctll\iktr; gr0up' . \frcr fin i ;;hi~g h1s second 

, terrn in 194 ~ . . \1 retired w hh Jw mc in .\uJublln.ll here he pas\cd 
away in 19."() •It the <tgl· n!' f> :'. 

i. 89 

Chester F. and Eva L. Miller 

On June 6. 193 8. Chester F. Miller (son of Frank Miller of 
Audubon Townshi p) manied E1a Loui se Bromert (daughter of 
Jo~eph Bromert of Carroll County). at St. Peter and Paul Catho­
lic Church in CtJToll , l011a. Chester and E1a met \\ 'hilc he \\a\ 
hospitalized in Canol! and Eva was one ofhis nurses. They made 
their home in Audubon where Chester \\as postmaster during 
World War II. A tier the war. he 11 as employed by the Audubon 
Ice Plant and then accepted a position at First State Bank. He 
remained 1\·ith the bank as head cashier until his death in No­
vember 1973. 

For many years. Eva was a homemaker and mother until she 
re-entereJ the nursi ng field through her work at the Audubon 
Memori ::tl Hospital. and then advanced to become Direc tor of 
Nurses at Guthrie Count y Hospital. in Guihrie Center. I0\1 a. She 
is still a resident ofAudubon and acti1e in St. Patrick's Catholic 
Church. Her fa\'orite hobby during her retirement is to make 
rosaries for th e missions. family. friends and strangers . 

E1a and Chester \\ere blessed with 6 child ren. Their first son. 
Joseph. died shortl y after birth . The 5 sun·i1ing children are: 
Kenneth ~'alter Mill er and hi s\\ ife. Gisela. in Adairs1 ilk. Geor­
gia: Chester Allen Miller and his wife, KueMi : Rosemary Miller 
Jones and her husband, Dan·el. in Fort Walton Beach. Florida: 
Franklin Lee Miller in Janes\ illc. Minnesota: and Helen Miller 
Miner and her husband, Steve. of Shawnee. Kansa s. Chester and 
b a ha1 e 14 grandchildren. and 9 great-grandchildren. 

Richard and Nadine Mortensen and 
LeRoy and Virginia Mortensen 

Rich and Nadine Mortensen 11 ere married February 28. 1970. 
Rich graduated from Audubon High School in 1966 . His par­
ent s are LeRoy and Virginia Mortensen . Rich' s brother. Robert. 
l!radu<Jted in 196 1 and is manied and li1 es in Oakland, l0\\';1. 
They ha1 e 2 daughters and one grandson. Robert is a federal 
mea-t inspector. Ric h's sister. Carol , graduated in 1962 and she 
and her husband li ve in Austin. Texas. She is a CPA and an audi­
tor for the federa l go1·emment . They have a son, a daughter. and 
a grandson. Rich's dad, LeRoy, was bom in 1919 and raised in 
th; fannhouse 2 miles north and o miles \vest of Audubon . Ri ch's 
mom is Virginia (Dent) , 11ho \\aS bom in 1922 near Fiscus. 
LcRov and Virginia \\·ere maiTied in 194 1. LeRoy died in 2002 . 

'\i;dinc's pa~·ent s are Axel and Vera Nielsen from Irwin . Axel 
"as born in 1904 in Denmark and came to li1 e and fam1 in Shclb; 
County in 190~. Ve ra Krag elund ''a s born and rai sed near 
Brayton in JlJ 13 . They were married in 1935 They Eumed until 
!961 11hen they mo1cclto lr11in. Awl pa5sed a1\ay in 1999 . 
Their child ren, Darl ene . 1\Jorlin and Dennis. were 15. 12. and 9 
''hen Nadine 11 as bom in 1951 . A.\el and Vem ''ere also blessed 
1\ i th 9 grande hi ldren and 10 great-grandchildren . '\ad inc l'l't 1rcd 
due to il l hea lth . aft er 1101-king for Obn Mills' church directory 
eli' i~ion ""a m3 rkcting director for m~m;. 1 cars. 

RJCh !Jnned for man; yc ~l rs '' ith hi, dad and i~ ~1 cu,toJ ian 
anJ bu ' Jri\ cr fu r .-\udubon Hi gh Schoo l Jl e nn longer farms. 
filL'\ h:td .'> ,·hildrcn . T .lll_\ ;1 g l-cldll cltl'd frcnn Audubon I ll ]LJ\l/. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

~tate of ~ofutt 

1953 

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 
of the 

FIFTY -FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

• 
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Mrs. Lawrence Flaherty, also of Pocahonta s . These togeth er with his 
wife, two sisters, and sixteen grandchildren stuvive him. 

"Burt," as he was affectionat ely known, was an outstanding Christian 
gentleman, one who took an active interest and a full part in all 
affairs, not only of this community and county, but also of the state. To 
this end he devoted untiringly of his time and energy in promoting the 
finer things of life and will be affectionately 1·emembered by all who 
knew him and most especially to the a u thors of this resolution. 

Th erefore , Be It Reso lrcd by the Seilu f c of t he Fiftu -_{if th Genera.[ As­
srmbly of lowu: That in the death of the H onorable Albert Josiah Shaw 
the state has lost a valued aml honored servant and by this resolutio~ 
t enders its si ncere sympathy to the surviving members of the family. 

Be It Furtha Resolved: That a copy of ~hiis resolution be spread on 
the Journal of the Senate, and that the Sec retary of the Senate be 
directed to forward an enrolled copy to the men1bers of t he fam ily of the 
deceased . 

R. J. O LTMAN, 

HARRY E. WATSON, 

DUA NE E. DEWEL, 

A I GRAY MILLER 

Committee. 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee ap i'o inted t o pn'parc a sui table mem­
orial commemorating the life and puhiic s(' rv ice of the late Honorable Ai 
Gray Miller, begs !<?ave to submit the foll o wing- report: 

Born February 4, 1885, on a farm near Gr<ty , Au dubon County, Iowa, 
where he lived during his lifetime. He passed away at hi s home on 
February 26 , 19fi0, at the age of 65 years. 

He attended rural schoo ls and married Ste ica F'anchcT in 1907. There 
were four children bOl'n to this union: Fran k of Detroit, Michigan; 
Lieutenant Colonel Marion Ai with the U. S. Air Forces; Jes sie Yvonne 
now Mrs. Dallas Himelright of Winc 11ester , Va., and DOl'a Ade laide of 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

He was a charter member of the Audul..on County Farm Bureau; 
past director Audubon County Soil Conservation and Improvement as­
sociation; past member of the Audu bon Cmnllty Planning Committee; 
member of the Audubon County Board of Supe :~·viso rs seven years; presi­
dent of the school board twelve years and mem ber of Audubon County 
Board of Education; secretary of Farmers J\l u t nal Telephone Company 
for twenty-three years and president for six years. He was a member 
of the Methodist Church. 
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He \\·as a RE>publica!ll in politics and was elected to the Senate in 1840 
and re-eh•cted i 11 19•14 Jfom the Seventeenth Sen a to rial District composed 

cf Audubon , Drullas and! Guthrie Counties. 

Be J! Resnl e·u/ b!! fthc Sc nutc of the Fiff!f·fifth Gen('}'u/ A.sse1nbly: 
That in the passing· oJf t he Honorable Ai Gra>' :\Iiller, the people of his 
community, the counti es he r·epresent.ed, and the state he served, all 

recogni ze the loss of a respected and beloved citiz<'n. 

Be It F urtlue •· ResoUre c/: That a eopy of this resolution be spread on 
the ,Journal olf the ~enate. r~nr! that the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to forv:ard an l' nrolled cop~· to the member~ of the family of the 

deceased. G. E. WHITEHEAD, 

LORJK B. SAYRE, 

E. C. MYRLAKD, 

JAMES A. NEWSO:\fE 

CoJHmittee. 

Iv!R. PRF:SWIF:-:T: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable reso­
lutions cl•mnwmor3tin.!.'.· the life. character and public service of the late 
Honor:o:ble James A. Newsome, begs leaYe to submit the following-

memcrial : 
Jame~ A. Xe\l·>nnw was born nea1· Last Chance, Lucas County, Iowa, 

August 6, 1818, <1nd died at Derby , Iowa, November U, 1052, at the 

age of 71 yerurs . 
He recciveJ. his fonnal education in the schools of Lucas Count:; and 

at Iowa S tat~ College, and taught in th<· rural "chools of Lucas and 
Clark Counti!l' :o< for t<en years. For many years hP \\·as president nf thf' 

school board and also sen·ed on the County Boar<l of Education . 

Ever since its ori gin he has been actin in the Farm Bureau and 
served as a rRirector and president. He was one of the organizer" of the 
Derby Distric t Agri c ultural As;;ociation and the Derb>' District Fai1· and 
Was its fitst sPcret a r:> . He was a director and past treasurer of the 
Lucas Count y :\Iutu:al Fire Insurance Company and also served on the 
Cemetery BOJard . He wa" a membe r of .\.F. & A.l\I. anrl I.O.O.F. 

1n 1\!12 he \\·as n1.arried to :\lan· E . Taylor of Lucas County. and tr' 
-1is uni ~· n \t.- t.· t-e Lor 11 a . ..:rJn a r. d a dau.~hter. 

the 
t hr~ 

t h t-




