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‘In Senate

Ai  Miller, former- lowa
State senator, died at . 3:07
-a.m. Sunday at St. Anthony's
~ hospital in Carroll, the victim
of a heart attack. He became
il . with influenza ¥riday
; mght and became steadxly
~worse. Saturday.
‘His conditfon hecame critical

Saturday night #nd he suffered
the heart attack shortly after

midnight, ‘was rushed to the

hospital but died a short time
after arrival in Carroll,

Funeml servicen- were held  at

p.m. yesterday, the Itev. Hugo C.
COrf officiating. Buriil “a-« in Maple

Grove gemetery, M. I‘uld«n Funer-|
a. hunw in chmg 3
I .
MR. MILILER, son of Frank-C.
and Adelafde Miller, was born on
Feb. 4, 1885, In Cameron, township

“and rpent his entire m'e in’ Audu-

: bon county.

- His marriage (o Stelly Fanch-
er took phace on Feb, 7, 1207,
‘at ‘Ross; and the muple farmed
cin Cameron township until re-
tiring and moving to° Auduvbon
o two. years aco. Hé was well-
_knmm as a livestock grower,
Tk Miller - was long actlve {n
.cnmmunnv und political affairx. He

. was a_member of the Farm Bureau,

the bonrd of supervisors for reven
years, and of the Audubon county

. hoard’ of education for a number

L.0f  vears, serving
‘pnrt ot‘ that time. .
e e . :

HF \VAS A("I‘IVE in republican
party acuvmeq and was first elect-
o the ' atate “senate In 1940,

a# chairman for

State Legislators
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ty &nd also was at Drake un:venny
for one year.

,.‘Surv)vors lnclude hu wife, **Btelh
twp  sOns, Amos of - Detroft, ana
Marfon of ;Denver, Colo;; daughters,
Mrs. - Dallar Himelright'of Straus-
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piferson. lowa. David and a partner built the H & M Hatchery
'\\hich they operated for 8 years. David sold his interest in the
fatchery in 1956 and moved to Audubon.

pavid worked for General Mills as a feed salesman until they
Josed the feed division nationwide in 1962.

[n 1966, he was made the head of Towa division of Seymour
roods in Topeka, Kansas. This included 7 egg plants and the
lrgest creamery west of the Mississippi. He served on the Board
ofNorth Central State Institute for 3 years. Seymour Foods closed
e lowa division in 1975,

David retired and worked part-time as a Federal Crop ad-
uster. His wife. Marjorie. worked for Petersen-Evans Insurance
sgency for many years. They have 2 sons, Jerry and Mark. They
pelong to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church and were active in the
boy scout program for many years. Jerry and Mark both became
Fagle Scouts.

Jerry was in the air force as a career. He and his wife. Ursula,
have 3 sons. Jerry died in 1984, His wife and sons live in Texas.

Mark was in the Navy and when discharged joined the Na-

tional Guard. He is now a foreman for MidAmerican Energy.
He and his wife. Elrane. have 2 sons and live in Le Mars. lowa.

Senator Ai Miller

AiMiller was born in 1885 on a tfarm near Gray in northern
Audubon County. He hiv ed there most ot his life. where he farmed
and became a well-known livestock producer. But it was his
active involvement in community and political affairs that
ypawned a broad career in state politics. He was a charter mem-
ber and director of the Audubon County Farm Bureau, director
of the Audubon County Soil Conservation Association. and a
member of the County Board of Supervisors. He was a member
ofthe County Board of Education and served as President of the

School Board for 12 years. In addition. he held the office of

secretary of Farmers Mutual Telephone Company for 23 years
and was president of that group for 6 years.

With this background. he ran for the State Senate as a Re-
publican in 1940 and was clected. He went on to serye two terms.
for a total of & vears. During his first term. he sponsored a bill
that encouraged rural electrification in rural lowa. This helped
ES‘Iablish the rural electric co-ops that provided wiring and elec-
el service to tarmers. Ai also co-sponsored a bill that ap-
Proved appropriations for producing oil wells in lowa. The bill
Vas passed by the Senate. but later vetoed by Governor George
Wilson. Senator Miller was a co- sponsor of a key bill in 1947
that provided for the reorganization of school districts and cre-

ted a state reorganization commission and adyvisory committee
0 oversee this. The bill became law that vear.

Airepresented the people of Audubon. Dallas. and Guthrie
Counties through the difficult vears of W WL and brought about
beneficial changes to the rural communities that he served. His
Wife Stella was also active in Des Moines. SCrVIng on commu-
Nities and w omen’s aunili. iy groups. After finishing his second
rm in 1945, A1 retired to his home in Audubon.w here he passed
MWay in 1930 1 the age of 63,

Chester F. and Eva L. Miller

On June 6, 1938, Chester F. Miller (son of Frank Miller of
Audubon Township) married Eva Louise Bromert (daughter of
Joseph Bromert of Carroll County). at St. Peter and Paul Catho-
lic Church in Carroll, lowa. Chester and Eva met while he was
hospitalized in Carroll and Eva was one of his nurses. They made
their home in Audubon where Chester was postmaster during
World War I1. After the war, he was employed by the Audubon
Ice Plant and then accepted a position at First State Bank. He
remained with the bank as head cashier until his death in No-
vember 1973.

For many years. Eva was a homemaker and mother until she
re-entered the nursing field through her work at the Audubon
Memorial Hospital. and then advanced to become Director of
Nurses at Guthrie Countv Hospital. in Guthrie Center. lowa. She
is still a resident of Audubon and active in St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church. Her favorite hobby during her retirement is to make
rosaries for the missions. family. friends and strangers.

Evaand Chester were blessed with 6 children. Their first son.
Joseph, died shortly after birth. The 5 surviving children are:
Kenneth Walter Miller and his wife. Gisela. in Adairsville. Geor-
gia: Chester Allen Miller and his wife, KueMi: Rosemary Miller
Jones and her husband, Darrel. in Fort Walton Beach. Florida:
Franklin Lee Miller in Janesville. Minnesota; and Helen Miller
Miner and her husband, Steve. of Shawnee. Kansas. Chester and
Eva have 14 grandchildren. and 9 great-grandchildren.

Richard and Nadine Mortensen and
LeRoy and Virginia Mortensen

Rich and Nadine Mortensen were married February 28. 1970.
Rich graduated from Audubon High School in 1966. His par-
ents are LeRoy and Virginia Mortensen. Rich's brother. Robert.
graduated in 1961 and is married and lives in Oakland, lowa.
They have 2 daughters and one grandson. Robert is a federal
meat inspector. Rich’s sister. Carol, graduated in 1962 and she
and her husband live in Austin. Texas. She is a CPA and an audi-
tor for the federal government. They have a son. a daughter. and
a grandson. Rich’s dad, LeRoy. was born in 1919 and raised in
the farmhouse 2 miles north and 6 miles west of Audubon. Rich’s
mom is Virginia (Dent), who was born in 1922 near Fiscus.
LeRoy and Virginia were married in 1941. LeRoy died in 2002.

Nadine's parents are Axel and Vera Nielsen from Irwin. Axel
was born in 1904 in Denmark and came to live and farm in Shelby
County in 1908, Vera Kragelund was born and raised near
Bravton in 1913, They were married in 1935, They farmed until
1961 when they moved to Irwin. Axel passed away in 1999.
Their children, Darlene, Norlin and Dennis. were 15, 12.and 9
when Nadine was born in 1951. Axel and Vera were also blessed
with 9 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. Nadine retired
due to ill health. after working for Olan Mills™ church directory
division as a marketing director for many vears.

Rich farmed for many vears with his dad and is a custodian
and bus driver for Audubon High School. He no longer farms.
They had 3 children: Tanya graduated from Audubon m 1989,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Mrs. Lawrence Flaherty, also of Pocahontas. These together with his
wife, two sisters, and sixteen grandchildren swuyrvive him.

“Burt,” as he was affectionately known, was an outstanding Churistian
gentleman, one who took an active interest and a full part ip all
affairs, not only of this community and ccunty. but also of the state, 71,
this end he devoted untiringly of his time and energy in promoting the
finer things of life and will be affectionately remembered by all whq
knew him and most especially to the authors of this resolution.

Thercfore, Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Fifty-fifth General As-
sembly of Towa: That in the death of the Henovable Albert Josiah Shaw,
the state has lost a valued and honored servant and by this resolution
tenders its sincere sympathy to the surviving members of the family,

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread on
the Journal of the Senate, and thal the Secretary of the Senate be
directed to forward an enrolled copy to the members of the family of the
deceased.

R. J. OLTMAN,
HARRY E. WATSON,
DuangE E. DEWEL,
Committee.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.

Al GRAY WVILLER

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee apj:ointed to prepare a suitable mem-
orial commemorating the life and public service of the late Honorable Ai
Gray Miller, begs leave to submit the following report:

Born February 4, 1885, on a farm near Grax, Audubon County, lowa,
where he lived during his lifetime. He passed away at his home on
February 25, 1950, at the age of 65 vears.

He attended rural schools and married Stei'la Fancher in 1907. There
were four children born te this union: Frank of Detroit, Michigan;
Lieutenant Colonel Marion Ai with the U. S. Air Forces; Jessie Yvonne
now Mrs. Dallas Himelright of Winchester, Va., and Dora Adelaide of
Des Moines, Iowa. :

He was a charter member of the Audulom County Farm Bureau;
past director Audubon County Soil Conservation and Improvement as-
sociation; past member of the Audubon Coumty Planning Committee;
member of the Audubon County Board of Supervisors seven vears; presi-
dent of the school board twelve years and member of Audubon County
Board of Education; secretary of Farmers Mutual Telephone Company
for twenty-three years and president for six years. He was a member
of the Methodist Church.
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Te was a Republicam in politics and was elected to the Senate in 1940
and re-elected m 1944 fom the Seventeenth Senatorial District composed
of Audubon, Dallas and Guthrie Counties.

Be Tt Resolved by #he Senate of the Fifty-fifth General Assembly:
That in the passing of the Honorable Ai Gray Miller, the people of his
community, the counties he represented, and the state he served, all
recognize the loss of a respected and beloved citizen.

Be It Fuither Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread on
the Journal of the Senate, and that the Secretary of the Senate be
directed to forward am enrolled copy to the members of the family of the
deceased.

. E. WHITEHEAD,
LoRIN B. SAYRE,
E. C. MYRLAND,
Committee.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.

JAMES A. NEWSOME

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable reso-
lutions commemoratime the life, chavacter and public service of the late
Honorable James A. Newsome, begs leave to submit the following
memcrial:

James A. Newsome was born near Last Chance, Lucas County, lowa,
August 6, 1878, and died at Derby, lowa, November 11, 1952, at the
age of 71 years.

He reccived his formal education in the schools of Lucas County and
at Towa State College, and taught in the rural schools of Lucas and
Clark Counties for ten yeavs, [For many years he was president of the
school board and also served on the County Board of Education.

Ever since its origin he has been active in the Farm Bureau and
served as a director and president. He was one of the organizers of the
Derby District Agricultural Association and the Derby District Fair and
was ite first secretary. He was a director and past treasurer of the
Lucas County Mutual Fire Insurance Company and also served on the
Cemetery Board. He wasz a member of AF. & ADM. and 1.0.0O.F.

n 1919 he was married to Mary E. Taylor of Lucas County. and to
ds unien were horn a =on and a daughter.

'Mr. Newsome served the State of Iowa as a representative in the
F}ftieth General As<emhly and the Fiftieth Extra and was sent to the
Flfty-ﬁlt»f ara Fiftveozecond General Aceemhlies as <enatoy from the
Fourth 14
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